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Political  correctness’  under  fire 


By  Valerie  Eiuott  and  Dominic  Kennedy 


ADOPTION  services  could  be 
hived  off  to  the  private  sector 
or  to  vohmtary  groups  under 
radical  {dans  drafted  by  the 
Prime  Minister  in  an  attempt 
to  reduce  the  influence  of 
social  workers.  . 

John  Major  has  ordered  an 
urgent  review  of  adoption 
policy  and  of  arrangements 
for  the  551000  children  living 
in  care.  He  is  concerned  that 
many  social  services  depart¬ 
ments  do  not  offer  adoption  as 
a  viable  option  to  children  nor 
treat  applications  from  pro¬ 
spective  adoptive  parents 
seriously. 

Mr  Major  has  asked  offici¬ 
als  at  Downing  -  Street  to 
explore  every  posable  alterna¬ 
tive  and  to  examine  ways  of 
reduang  the  influence  of  so¬ 
cial  -workers  an  adoption.  . 

A  government  somite  said: 
“We  must  try  to  reduce  the 
role  of  social'  workers.'  Of 
course  they,  wpl  continue  to 
have  a  part  to  play,  but  In  too  : 
many  cases  tbesr^values  are  . 
not-thoser  shared  by  the  com- 
munhy  in  which  fteyserve." 

Mr  Magort  aim  is  to  create 
a  new  adoption  Bill  which  will 
end  the  dimate  of  political . 
correctness  which  has  stulti¬ 
fied  adoption.  The  reform  is 
expected  to  be  included  in  the 
Conservative  election 
manifesto. 

Mr  .  Major;,  showed  his 
personal  interest  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  adoption  reforms 
when  he  addressed  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  conference  in 
October.  He  said:  “Looking  a 
little  further  ahead,  I  still  hear 
too  many  stories  of  politically 
correct  absurdities  that  pre- 
vent  children  being  adopted 


fay  loving  couples  who  would 
give  them  a  good  home:  If  that 
is  happening,  we  should  stop 
it" 

Mr  Major  believes  it  is 
important  for  children  to  be 
brought  up  in  the  stability  of  a 
home  rafter  than  being 
institutionalised  in  children's 
homes  or  drifting  between 
various  foster  parents. 

His  views  have  hardened 
after  the  scandals  of  abuse  in 
children's  homes.  A  formal 
child  care  inquiiy  is  to  begin 
in  North  Wales  next  month 
and  15  police  forces  are  investi¬ 
gating  similar  complaints. 

A.  government  source  said: 
.“The  Prime  Minister  is  push¬ 
ing  very  hard  an  this  because 
.  he  knows  it  is  the  right  and 
sensible  thing  to  da  He  is 
uncomfortable  with  these 
large  numbers  in  care  aid  the 
recent  evidence  of  child 
abuse."  ; 

•  A  draft  adoption  Bifl.  pub- 
Eshal  earlier  this  year,  at¬ 
tempted  to  iron  out  difficulties 
wife  '  international .  adoptions 
but  it  foiled  to  be  included  in 
the  Queen's  Speech  after  rep¬ 
resentations  from  Brian 
Mawhinney.  the  Conservative 
Party  chairman,  and  Stephen 
Dorr  ell,  the  Health  Secretary. 
..  After  the  furore  over  the 
divorce  law  reforms  from  a 
string  moral  group  of  the 
Tray  right-wing,  they  were 
concerned  the  proposed  Bfl] 
would  be  hijacked  by  a  vocal 
minority  and  would  create  a 
new  vehicle  for  dissent  among 
ToryMPs. 

Tfrey  also  feared  it  would 
raise  complex  issues  about  the 
right  of  bamosocna!  and  sin¬ 
gle  parents  to  adopt  and  could 


also  prompt  a  new  debate  chi 
surrogacy. 

One  minister  said  last  week: 
“They  did  not  want  the  sound 
and  the  fury .' There  was  a  lot  erf 
nervousness  with  this  subject 
in  advance  of  fee  election  but  1 
believe  that  post-election  it 
could  be  a  runner  and  we 
shouldinvofve  lots  more  agen¬ 
cies  and  charities  in  adoption 
work.  We  should  also  remem¬ 
ber  that  many  local  authori¬ 
ties  do  a  good  job  to  the  benefit 
of  couples  and  children,  and 
that  it  is  a  minority  of  political¬ 
ly  correct  social  workers  who 
cause  the  trouble." 

Mr  Major  accepted  die  ar¬ 
guments  but  is  determined  to 
find  sensible  solutions  for 
children  in  care  and  to  raise 
the  profile  of  adoption  even 
though  a  number  of  Whitehall 
officials  are  understood  to  be 
keen  on  the  status  quo. 

Sir  William  Utting,  who  is 
conducting  an  official  review 
of  children’s  homes  after  the 
abuse  acandals  in  North 
Wales,  warned  ministers  to 
tread  warily  before  handing 
adoption  to  private  agencies. 

“The  conduct  of  a  business 
as  fundamental  to  family  life 
as  adoption  is  one  that  ought 
to  be  carried  out  by  govern¬ 
ment  and  not  delegated  to 
other  authorities."  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam.  formerly  the  Govern¬ 
ment's.  chief  inspector  erf  soda! 
work,  told  The  Times.  “It  is 
certainly  not  something  that 
one  would  wish  to  expose  to 
market  forces.  One  of  the  big 
dangers  in  this  sector  is  setting 
up  the  forming  of  babies.  That 
was  one  of  the  problems  about 
overseas  adoption.  -  “If 

Continued  on  page  Z  col  1 


The  Prince  ofWales  cuffs  Prince  Hax|y  at  Sandringham  yesterday,  accompanied  on  a  shoot  by  Prince  Edward 

Duke  leads  royal  pheasant  shoot 


By  Tim  Jones  and  Stephen  Farrell 


THE  DUKE  of  Edinburgh  led 
three  generations  of  the  Royal 
Fhm3y  in  a  Sandringham 
pheasant  shoot  yesterday.  As 
fee  Queen  rode  elsewhere  on 
the  estate,  the  Duke  was 
joined  by  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Prince  William  and  Prince 
Harry,  the  Duke  of  York  and 
Prince  Edward  on  frost- 
awered  fields  at  Harpley 
Dams  near  the  Peddart  Way. 

Captain  Timothy  Laurence 
and  Peter  Phillips  were  also  on 


the  shoot  and  the  Princess 
Royal  picked  up  birds  and 
played  with  her  daughter 
Zara. 

The  Quantock  and 
Chiverton  staghounds  rode 
but  the  Beaufort  was  unable  to 
hunt  because  of  frozen  ground 
and  all  meetings  in  Leicester¬ 
shire  and  Wiltshire  were  off. 

Fblice  reported  fewer  anti¬ 
hunt  protesters  than  expected 
and  no  trouble.  In  Oxford¬ 
shire  the  Bicester  Hunt  was 


confronted  by  protesters  from 
the  League  Against  Cruel 
Sports. 

As  the  horsemen  and 
women  drank  a  stirrup  cup  in 
the  town’s  market  square  they 
faced  a  mobile  poster  depict¬ 
ing  a  fox  which  had  been 
disembowelled  by  hand. 

Penny  Little,  an  executive 
member  of  the  league,  said  she 
hoped  it  would  be  the  last 
Bating  Day  she  had  to  turn 
out  The  league  believes  Lab¬ 


our  would  ban  foxhunting  if 
elected:  the  party  is  already 
committed  to  banning  hunting 
on  Z5  million  acres  of  Forestry 
Commission  and  MoD  land. 
Elliot  Morley.  die  parly’s  ani¬ 
mal  welfare  spokesman,  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  feat  there 
would  also  be  a  free  vote  to 
outlaw  all  fox  and  deer  hunt¬ 
ing  and  hare  coursing. 

Letters,  page  17 
Photograph,  page  20 


BBC  may 
end  radio 
popularity 
poll  after 
cheating 

By  Carol  Midgley 

and  Jill  Sherman 

THE  BBC  seems  set  to  scrap 
its  annual  Radio  4  Today 
Personality  of  the  Year  contest 
after  disqualifying  4.000  votes 
cast  for  John  Major,  this 
year’s  winner. 

The  competition  was 
plunged  into  controversy  yet 
again  after  evidence  of  multi¬ 
ple  voting  for  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  who  secured  23  per  cent  of 
the  poll. 

Earlier  this  month,  the  con¬ 
test  was  discredited  after  it 
emerged  that  a  Labour  party 
worker  had  tried  to  rig  the 
contest  in  favour  of  Tony 
Blair,  but  had  foiled  to  get  him 
on  the  shortlist. 

A  BBC  spokeswoman  said 
the  future  of  the  competition 
was  “under  review"  and  that  if 
it  was  rerun  it  would  be  done 
differently.  One  option  being 
floated  was  to  disqualify  alt 
politicians  from  the  event, 
although  some  argued  that 
campaigners  on  certain  issues 
would  also  try  to  rig  the 
competition. 

A  senior  BBC  source  said 
the  poll  was  almost  certain  to 
be  axed  because  it  had  caused 
so  much  controversy.  “It  is 
very  unlikely  feat  the  BBC 
will  want  to  go  through  this 
I  performance  again  next  year," 
the  source  said.  Another  insid¬ 
er  admitted  that  the  discovery 
that  Labour  had  tried  to  rig 
the  poll  had  sparked  intense 
debate  about  whether  the 
competition  should  be 
shelved. 

Voters  were  asked  to  vote 
for  six  nominees  by  telephone 
during  a  three  hour  period  cm 
December  18.  However,  the 
BBC  found  that  many  votes 
had  been  lodged  repeatedly 
from  the  same  telephones. 
About  4.000  were  deemed 
suspect.  The  BBC  would  not 
give  the  exact  figure. 

The  spokesman  refused  to 
say  how  it  had  detected  the 
multiple  calls,  but  added:  “It 
was  a  very  sophisticated 
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10%  house  price 
rise  forecast 

Housing  market  experts  are 
predicting  price  rises  of  up  to 
10  per  cent  next  year,  more 
than  three  times  the  level  of 
inflation. 

Rob  Thomas.  City  analyst 
at  UBS  Securities,  expects  a 
rise  of  10  per  cent  and  two  of 
the  largest  mortgage  lenders. 
Halifax  and  Nationwide, 
both  forecast  a  7  per  cent 
increase - Page  40 

Snow  in  South 
after  frosty  night 

Temperatures  today  in  modi 
of  Britain  are  not  expected  to 
rise  much  above  overnight 
levels  of -2C  (28F)  to  AC  (24F). 
A  few  places  will  stay  below 
freezing  all  day.  Overnight 
frost  will  lift  slowly  and  fee 
South  will  have  rain  and 
mow  this  morning^  the  Mete¬ 
orological  Office  said  Page  20 
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Riot  police 
ordered  in 
by  Milosevic 

THOUSANDS  of  riot  police 
broke  up  anti-government 
demonstrations-  in  Belgrade 
yesterday  as  President 
Milosevic  continued  id  ignore 
American  and  West  European 
pleas  for  restraint  and  threats 
of  fresh  economic  sanctions. 

The  first  death  as  a  result  of 
the  five  weeks  of  political 
protests  against  die  ruling 
Socialist  Party  tampering  wife 
local  election  results  was  con¬ 
firmed' yesterday.  The  victim 
died  after  being  beaten  fay 
Milosevic  supporters  on 
Christinas  Eve. 

The  opposition  said  that 
their  campaign  had  now 
spread  from  the  capital  to 
more  than  SO  towns,  and  that 
they  would  return  to  the 
streets  again  today. 

Report,  page  10 
Leading  article,  page  27 


Brown  gags  Shadow  Cabinet 
over  Labour  spending  plans 

By  Jill  Sherman,  chief  political  correspondent 


GORDON  BROWN  is  stop¬ 
ping  fads  Shadow  Cabinet  col¬ 
leagues  from  speaking  out  or 
writing  tin  any  policy  that 
could  involve  spending  com¬ 
mitments.  A  letter  has  been 
sent  to-  thorn  from  Alistair 
Darling^  the  Shadow  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  "• 

They  have  also  been  warned 
that  any  interviews  or  articles 
written  by  frontbenchers  will 
have  to  be  sanctioned  and 
vetted  by  Mr  Brown  ‘or  Mr 
Darling.  No  frontbencher  will 
be  able  to  draw  up  even  rough 
draft  documents  unless  they 
have  been  commissioned  by 
fee  Labour  leadership. 

Frontbenchers  wishing  to 
table  amendments  to  Bills 
going  through  fee.  Commons 
must  seek  permission  in  case 
they  hide  spending  pledges. 


The  letter,  leaked  to  The 
Times,  also  discloses  that  each 
Shadow  Cabinet  member  will 
be  called  to  see  the  Treasury 
team  in  the  new  year  “so  we 
can  be  clear  about  your  de¬ 
partmental  commitments  and 
priorities  immediately  after 
the  election”.  The  letter,  dated 
December  23.  also  makes 
dear  Labour  will  not  be  able  to 
reverse  all,  if  any.  Tory  spend¬ 
ing  reductions. 

Mr  Brown  is  determined  to 
preempt  fee  imminent  Tory 
campaign  on  Labour's  tax 
bombshelL  Senior  ministers 
will  launch  a  £7  million  adver¬ 
tising  campaign  in  the  new 
year,  d aiming  that  Labour 
will  raise  taxes  and  spending. 
“We  will  be  saying  we  can't 
trust  the  Government  on  taxes 
or  on  the  state  of  public 


finances.”  said  a  Labour 
source.” 

There  are  also  signs  that  La¬ 
bour's  existing  commitments 
may  have  to  be  reviewed.  Mr 
Darling’s  letter  says  next 
year’s  public  spending  settle¬ 
ment  “will  be  very  tight”.  He 
adds  that  the  Red  Book  —  the 
forecast  of  the  country’s 
spending  commitments  and 
revenue  for  the  next  three 
years  —  has  already  made 
dear  that  each  department 
would  face  tough  constraints. 

Although  Labour's  £3  bil¬ 
lion  programme  to  hdp  the 
unemployed  to  get  back  to 
work  will  be  sacrosanct,  other 
pledges  on  nursery  places, 
health  and  education  spend¬ 
ing  may  have  to  be  revised. 

Letters,  page  17 


The  Queen’s 
broadcast 
ratings  fall 

THE  QUEEN’S  Christmas 
message  continued  its  steady 
decline  in  popularity  and  was 
watched  by  only  II  million 
viewers  on  Christmas  Day 
(Carol  Midgley  writes). 

Fewer  people  tuned  in  at 
3pm  than  at  any  time  since 
1993,  according  to  figures. 
About  9.1  million  viewers  saw 
it  on  BBCI  and  1.9  million  on 
rrv. 

The  combined  viewing  fig¬ 
ures  for  the  Christmas  mess¬ 
age  have  been  falling  since 
1993  when  it  drew  163  million 
viewers.  That  was  down  to 
14.4  million  in  1994  and  13.9 
million  in  1995. 

However,  the  comedian 
Rory  Bremner’s  alternative 
Christmas  message  broadcast 
at  the  same  time  and  featuring 
him  dressed  up  as  Diana. 
Princess  of  Wales,  was 
watched  by  1.6  million  people. 


Paperboy  saves  day-old  baby  girl  abandoned  in  hedge 


by  Ian  K&r 

A  DAY-OLD  baby  abandoned  under  a 


after  a  teenage  paperboy  heard  her  dies 

and  went  to  investigate. 

Darren  Simms,  B,  found  the  child,  who 
had  probably  Iain  for  several  hours  in 
temperatures  of  -3C  wrapped  in  just  a 
sheet  and  a  towd,  during  his  Beating  Day 
deliveries.  He  then  cycled  home  to  alert 
his  mother  Margaret  and  father  Doug- 
Mis  Simms,  a  professional  child-minder 
from  Whiddiam.  Gateshead,  washed  and 
changed  the  baby  while  her  husband 

called  police  and  an  ambulance. 

“1  was  cycling  along  the  road  when  I 


suddenly  heard  a  baby  crying,”  Darren 
said.  “1  stopped  and  Looked  round  for  a 
few  seconds  and  then  saw  a  bundle  next  to 

a  fence,  under  a  bush. 

“Hie  bundle  was  moving  backwards 
and  forwards.  At  first  I  panicked  a  bit  but 
then  1  cycled  home  as  fast  as  I  could  and 
got  my  mum.  We  came  back  in  fee  car 
and  took  the  baby  home.  If!  had  not  been 
doing  my  paper  round,  then  1  would  not 
have  found  her  and  she  could  have  died.” 

The  police  are  anxious  to  trace  the 
mother,  who  probably  .gave  birth  on 
Christmas  Day.  She  could  be  m  need  of 
urgent  medical  attention. 

The  baby,  who  weighs  61b  14oz  and  has 
been  named  Molly  after  a  relative  of  a 


policewoman  who  helped  to  rescue  her. 
was  in  satisfactory  condition  in  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hospital  in  Gateshead  last 
night 

Mrs  Simms  said:  ”!  was  panicking 
when  I  went  up  for  the  baby  because  it 
was  so  cold  ana  I  fell  so  sorry  for  her.  She 
was  obviously  newborn  because  tile 
umbilical  cord  was  still  attached.  She  was 
covered  in  Wood  and  crying  quite  loudly. 

“I  feel  very  sorry  for  the  baby’s  mother 
because  she  must  have  been  very  fright¬ 
ened  and  had  no  one  to  turn  to.  She 
panicked  but  I  can  tell  from  where  she  left 
the  baby  that  she  wanted  her  found.  She 
will  have  to  go  to  hospital,  because  she 
will  need  medical  help  after  this.” 


Dined  Simms  heard  ay 
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Government  advisers  look  for  explanation  of  regional  exam  variations 


North-South  divide  in  GCSE  results 


By  John  O'Leary 
EDUCATION  EDITOR 


19-YEAR-OLDS  WITH  5  GCSEs* 


GOVERNMENT  advisers  are 
seeking  explanations  for  a 
growing  gap  between  quali¬ 
fications  achieved  in  London 
and  in  parts  of  the  Midlands 
and  north  of  England. 

The  quango  responsible  for 
promoting  the  Government’s 
education  and  training  targets 
is  concerned  that  some  regions 
are  falling  so  far  behind  that 
national  targets  will  become 
beyond  reach,  in  the  West 
Midlands,  fewer  than  60  per 
cent  of  19-year-olds  have  the 
equivalent  of  live  higher-grade 
GCSEs.  compared  with  more 
than  70  per  cent  in  the  capital. 

Although  prosperity  and 
high  employment  levels  might 
explain  some  of  the  differ¬ 
ences.  academics  believe  so¬ 
da  I  attitudes  are  also  playing 
a  part;  Merseyside,  despite 
high  levels  of  unemployment, 
runs  London  a  dose  second  for 
basic  qualifications,  whereas 
the  lowest  GCSE  average  is  in 
Yorkshire  and  Humberside. 

The  South  East  of  England 
boasts  the  highest  A-Ievri  pass 


21-YEAR-OLDS  WITH  2  A  LEVELS* 


2  or  more  GCE  A  /AS  levels  or  equivalent 

Other 
A  levels 


rate,  but  its  high  take-up  of 
advanced  vocational  courses 
again  purs  London  top  of  the 
ten  English  regions. 

A  study  at  the  National 
Foundation  for  Educational 
Research  is  expected  to  pro¬ 
duce  possible  explanations  by 
Easter.  But  lan  Schagun.  of 
the  study  team,  said  they  were 
proving  more  complex  than 
had  been  expected.  “If  any¬ 
thing,  there  are  more  differ¬ 


ences  within  the  regions  than 
between  them,  so  there  is  no 
simple  message  to  convey." 

London,  for  example,  regu¬ 
larly  tills  the  top  and  bottom 
positions  in  the  annual  league 
table  of  local  authority  perfor¬ 
mance  at  GCSE.  Some  outer- 
London  authorities  are  al¬ 
ready  dose  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  targets  for  the  end  of 
the  cenrury. 

Philip  Choriey.  director  of 


the  National  Advisory  Council 
for  Education  and  Training 
Targets,  said:  "Existing  fig¬ 
ures  suggest  variations  as 
high  as  14  percentage  points  in 
young  people’s  attainment  of 
qualifications  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  This 
study  will  help  us  to  identify 
the  reasons  behind  different 
levels  of  achievement,  the  fac¬ 
tors  affecting  performance 
which  can  be  controlled  and 


the  best  local  strategies  for 
making  real  progress  towards 
the  national  targets." 

Training  and  Enterprise 
Councils  are  required  to  S2t 
local  education  and  training 
targets.  They  wifi  be  sent  die 
national  foundation's  report.  ' 

Despite  rising  pass  rates  in 
public  examinations,  it  is  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  unlikely 
that  the  Government's  targets 
for  2000  will  be  met.  They 


require  that  SO  per  cent  of  19- 
yearolds  have  vie  equivalent 
of  five  higher-grade  GCSEs. 
compared  with  the  present  69 
per  cent.  By  the  age  of  2J/tiO 
per  cent  are  expected  to  have 
the  equivalent  of  two  A  levels, 
compared  with  the  present  44 
per  cenL 

Mr  Schagun  said:  “Particu¬ 
larly  at  GCSE,  there  are  two 
central  factors:  prior  attain¬ 
ment  at  primary  school  and 
sodal  conditions.  When  these 
come  together,  they  make 
quite  a  difference.” 

□  More  than  5.000  schools 
are  suffering  shortages  of 
books  dr  equipment  which 
damage  the  quality  of  lessons. 
Labour  claims  today  in  an 
analysis  of  school  inspectors* 
reports.  Almost  a  quarter  of 
secondary  schools  and  one  in 
right  primaries  did  not.  have 
enough  books  to  teach  the 
curriculum  satisfactorily.  . 

The  Department  far  Educa¬ 
tion  blamed  school  governors 
far  any  shortages,  saying  the 
central  issue  was  not  the  size 
of  budgets  but  their  use. 
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Adoption 


Continued  from  page  I 
adoption  is  done  at  all,  it  needs 
to  be  done  in  the  interests  of 
the  child.  1  am  sometimes 
bothered  by  the  way  in  which 
adults  treat  this  as  if  they  are 
actually  entitled  to  adopt 
children  really  to  gratify  their 
own  wishes  and  the  child  is 
regarded  as  a  possession  like 
other  possessions." 

Patricia  Morgan,  honorary 
fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Affairs,  is  preparing  a 
report  calling  for  sodal  ser¬ 
vices  to  lose  control  over 
adoption.  “It  should  have  a 
much  higher  profile  and  be 
considered  as  a  proper  choice 
for  young  women  and  girls 
who  get  pregnant  and  do  not 
want  to  keep  the  child.” 

She  compares  the  success  of 
adoption  with  the  failureof  the 
care  system.  More  than  75  per 
cent  leave  care  with  no  qualifi¬ 
cations;  only  between  12  and 
19  per  cent  go  on  to  further 
education;  between  50  and  80 
per  cent  are  unemployed;  23 
per  cent  make  up  adult  prison¬ 
ers  and  38  per  cent  of  those 
held  in  young  offender 
institutions. 

The  most  experienced  adop¬ 
tion  judge  in  England  says 
children  are  being  denied  the 
chance  of  being  adopted 
because  sodal  workers  strive 
to  keep  them  with  failed 
natural  parents.  Thomas 
Heald  said  young  people  were 
often  too  old  and  disturbed  to 
be  found  adoptive  homes 
because  of  the  delay  in  accept¬ 
ing  that  their  own  families 
would  never  cope.  "The  trou¬ 
ble  is  adoption  has  usually 
been  put  off  for  far  too  long." 

The  retired  circuit  judge, 
who  sanctioned  i500  adop¬ 
tions  in  25  years,  said  many 
children  were  so  keen  to  be 
adopted  that  they  persuaded 
their  fosterers  to  become  their 
mothers  and  fathers  by  law. 

Jim  Richards,  director  of  the 
Catholic  Children’s  Soriety.  an 
adoption  agency,  said:  "Adop¬ 
tion  would  be  used  more  if 
voluntary'  agencies  were  in¬ 
volved  to  a  greater  extent.  It  is 
very  different  from  the  1960s 
and  1970s  when  nurses  and 
social  workers  would  almost 
without  exception  tell  women 
they  were  doing  the  right 
thing  and  were  good  mothers 
if  they  gave  up  a  child  for 
adoption." 

June  Phobum.  professor  of 
sodal  work  at  East  Anglia 
University,  who  has  advised 
the  Department  of  Health 
about  adaption  reform,  said: 
“l!  can  have  long-term  mental 
health  problems  to  give  up  a 
baby  for  adoption!  It  has 
similar  impact  to  being  sexu¬ 
ally  assaulted." 


The  tills  were  ringing  at  Ekea  in  Thurrock,  Essex,  as  shoppers  went  in  search  of  some  Boxing  Day  bargains 


Out-of-town  sales  get  off  to  an  early  start 


By  Jonathan  Pkynn 


THE  Christmas  sales  got  off  to  an  early 
start  yesterday.  Although  most  depart¬ 
ment  stores  are  not  launching  their  sales 
until  this  morning,  and  most  city  centres 
remained  relatively  quiet,  the  bigger  out- 
of-town  operations  had  an  unexpected 
post-Christmas  rush.  Two  thousand 
people  were  queueing  outride  the  Ikea 
furniture  store  in  Brent  Park,  north 


London,  well  before  the  shop  opened  at 
10am.  John  Olie,  the  manager,  said:  “ It 
took  about  an  hour  to  get  them  all  in.” 
As  more  shoppers  arrived,  the  store 
became  “absolutely  heaving",  and  Mr 
Olie  said  that  with  about  about  3,000 
people  inride  they  dosed  temporarily 
for  safety  reasons.  It  was  a  similar  story 
north  of  the  border.  In  Kirkcaldy,  Fife 
the  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Comet  electrical  store  said  the  shop  bad 


been  struggling  to  cope  with  the  influx  of 
customers.  “There  have  been  a  lot  more 
people  than  we’d  normally  expect.  There 
has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  sales  on 
last  year.  It  has  been  extremely  busy."  he 
said.  In  the  deserted  West  End  of 
London,  tourists  outnumbered  bargain 
hunters.  At  one  furniture  shop  on  the 
Edgware  Road,  the  manager  was  forced 
to  seO  a  E900  sofa  for  El  to  drum  up 
business. 


Poll  axe 


method  of  electronic  monitor¬ 
ing.  We  do  not  want  to  spell  it 
out  because  if  the  system  is 
used  again  for  any  reason, 
people  will  know  how  to  avoid 
detection. 

"We  have  within  the  system 
taken  into  account  households 
where  more  than  one  member 
of  a  family  would  be  abie  to 
cast  a  vote  and  have  not 
disqualified  those  votes." 

Mr  Major  had  32,769  valid 
votes  —  235  per  rent  of  the 
total  —  while  Lisa  Potts,  the 
nursery  nurse  who  protected 
children  from  a  machete- 
wielding  attacker,  came  sec¬ 
ond.  with  29,940  (21-5  per 
cent}-  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi.  the 
Burmese  opposition  leader, 
was  third  with  18  per  cent  of 
the  vote. 

It  is  not  the  first  time  the 
competition  has  hit  controver¬ 
sy.  In  1990,  when  listeners  cast 
written  votes,  the  contest  was 
suspended  after  it  was  found 
that  supporters  of  a  Hindu 
politician  had  attempted  to  rig 
tiie  result  When  it  was  rein¬ 
stated  in  1994  as  Personality  of 
the  Year,  it  was  won  by  Roy 
Castle. 

Die  BBC  spokesman  said: 
“The  competition  is  under 
review,  as  is  the  way  it  is  run. 
We  are  saddened  by  the  fact  it 
has  been  the  subject  of  abuse. 
It  is  flattering  that  people  take 
it  so  seriously,  but  it  is  only 
supposed  to  be  a  bit  of  fun  to 
involve  the  listeners." 

Anne  Atkins,  the  vicar’s  wife 
who  caused  controversy  when 
she  condemned  church  ser¬ 
vices  for  homosexuals,  fin¬ 
ished  fourth  in  the  poll. 


Labour  would  try  to  fill 
empty  flats  over  shops 


If  Labour  vans  the  general  election,  it  plans  a  campaign  to 
fin  lO&OOff  empty  high-street  flats  to  combat  touring 
problems:  revive  town  centres  and  curb  btwugm  shop 
burglaries.  To  encourage  greater  use  of  residential 
properties,  landlords  would  1  o$e  their  50  percent  reduction 
on  council  tax  that  they  now  receive  if  property  is  empty. 
Labour  would  also  allow  housing  associations  grant  help 
to  renovate  and  rattaigtaftreet  flats  fallen  into  disrepair. 
Labour  would  put  pres$areon  town  planners  to  ensure  that 
shopping  complexes  in  fntare  include  private  homes. 


Tories  apologise  for  MP  slur 


the 


shadow  Minister  for  the  Disabled,  over  untrue  a  negations 
that  he  was  guilty  of  "unAmerican"  behaviour.  The  Tories 
:  nude  the  claim  before  Tony  Blair’s  visit  to  the  United 
States  last  spring.  They  alleged  that  Mr  Clarke  was“nj 
American"  for  having  attended  a  meeting  of  a  group  which 
opposed  Britain's  entiy  to  the  Gulf  War. 


Champagne  sales  effervescent 


Shippers  of  champagne  have  recorded  an  increase  in  sales 
Hik  year  of  about  18  per  cent  over  1995.  Sales  of  vintage: 
champagne  remain  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  total. 
Sparkling  wines  made  by  the  champagne  method  from 
Spain,  Ncw  Zealand  and  Australia  have  all  showed  even 
higher  increases  in  sales'  ibis  year  than  that  recorded  by 
champagne- 


Police  hunt  Glasgow  sex  attacker 


Detectives  issued  an  E-fit 
picture,  right,  of  a.  man 
being  hunted  in  connection 
with  ten  indecent  assaults 
on  lone  women  over  the 
past  13  months  in  west 
Glasgow.  The  attacks  have 
all  occurred  between 
1230am  and  5am.  Police 
say  the  women,  aged  be¬ 
tween  19  and  28.  were  gener¬ 
ally  followed  home  and 
attacked  as  they  were  about 
to  enter  their  homes.  None 
of  the  women  needed  hospi¬ 
tal  treatment  in  spite  of 
being  deeply  shocked. 


Man  killed  by  hit-and-run  driver 


A  pedestrian  on  his  way  home  from  a  Christmas  Eve  party 
was  killed  instantly  when  he  was  hit  by  a  stolen  car.  Mark 
Chippendale;  24,  was  filing  across  the  carriageway  by  the 
white  Ford  Fiesta  near  his  home  in  Mexbonmgh,  sooth 
Yorkshire.  The  driver  did  not  stop  and  the  car  was  lain- 
found  abandoned  less  than  two  miles  from  the  scene  of  the 
crash  and  set  on  fire. 


Firemen  issue  strike  warning 


Cherie  Blair  gets  ‘minder’  for  election  trail 


By  Jill  Sherman,  chief  poutical  correspondent 


CHERIE  BLAIR  has  been 
assigned  her  own  "minder" 
for  the  general  election  cam¬ 
paign  to  help  to  arrange  public 
engagements  and  field  press 
inquiries. 

Fiona  Millar,  the  long-time 
partner  of  Alastair  Campbell, 
Tony  Blair’s  press  secretary, 
will  help  Mrs  Blair  when  she 
makes  public  appearances  or 
conducts  interviews.  Labour 
Party  sources  denied  that  Ms 
Millar,  who  has  lived  with  Mr 
Campbell  for  more  than  ten 
years,  would  brief  journalists 
on  policy  issues. 

“Cherie  is  not  a  politician, 
she  is  not  having  a  political 
role  and  she  doesn't  need  a 
spin-doctor,"  one  said.  "How¬ 
ever.  the  general  election  is  a 
huge  logistical  exercise. 
Cherie  will  inevitable-  be  mak¬ 


ing  some  personal  appear¬ 
ances  during  it  and  it  is  not 
unreasonable  that  she  might 
require  some  assistance  ar¬ 
ranging  them." 

Ms  Millar  writes  political 
profiles  for  the  Commons 
House  magazine  and  used  to 
be  a  reporter  for  the  Daily 
Express.  She  worked  for  Neil 
and  Glenys  Kinnock  during 
the  last  general  election  and 
has  already  been  helping  Mrs 
Blair  for  two  years-  Labour 
are  keen  that  Mrs  Blair  not  be 
seen  in  the  same  way  as 
Hillary  Clinton. 

Ms  Miliar  and  Mr  Camp¬ 
bell.  a  former  political  editor 
for  the  Daily  Mirror  news¬ 
paper.  already  have  a  close 
social  and  professional  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Blairs.  Party 
sources  refused  to  comment 


Cherie  Blair  and  Fiona  Millar,  who  will  be  on 
hand  to  help  with  Mis  Blair's  political  roles 


on  whether  Ms  Millar  was 
being  paid.  “Any  salary  ar¬ 
rangements  are  a  private  mat¬ 
ter,"  said  one  aide. 

He  also  denied  that  Ms 
Millar  would  be  organising 
what  Mrs  Blair  should  wear. 


but  said  she  would  be  at  hand 
to  field  press  inquiries  on 
stories  focusing  on  the  Labour 
leader's  wife. 

Aides  also  played  down  the 
idea  that  Mrs  Blair  would 
have  a  key  role  in  the  general 


election,  although  she  has 
recently  been  seen  at  her 
husband's  side  on  visits  to 
schools  and  hospitals.  Labour 
is  keen  to  attract  the  female 
vote,  and  feels  there  is  a  need 
to  counteract  the  positive  influ¬ 
ence  of  Norma  Major. 

Mrs  Major  already  has  her 
own  "unofficial"  press  officer 
who  has  helped  her  for  the  last 
six  months.  Eileen  Wise,  head 
of  news  at  Conservative  Cen¬ 
tral  Office,  is  responsible  for 
setting  up  interviews  for  her 
and  organising  public  appear¬ 
ances.  She  also  helped  Mrs 
Major  promote  her  book  on 
Chequers. 

The  Tories  dearly  intend  to 
give  Mrs  Major,  who  has  been 
dubbed  Mr  Major's  “secret 
weapon",  a  significant  profile 
during  the  election  campaign 
in  what  could  emerge  as  an 
vital  battle  for  women  voters. 


Firemen  are  warning  that  they  could  take  industrial  action 
in  the  New  Year  as  part  of  a  campaign  to  protect  jobs  and 
services  in  the  wake  of  local  council  budget  cats:  The  areas 
fikdy  to  be  affected  include  Kent,  Essex,  Derbyshire, 
Scotland,  Suffolk,  Norfolk  and  Wales.  !A  Fire  Brigades 
Union  spokesman  said:  "If  there  is  the  threat  of  one  single 
redundancy,  we  have  policies  in  place  to  deal  with  it" 


Nurses  will  help  smokers  to  quit; 


Nurses  sue  to 
In  a  campaign 


-  patients  to  £TOnp4ngridng.. 
‘nfday,_  thousands  of  Snores, 
motivating  -patients 
quit  Anne  Crawford,  who  is  helping  to  run  the  campaign 
for  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing,  said:  "Patients  frequently 
turn  to  nurses  fur  advice  and  nurses  are  in  the  ideal 
position  to  help-” 


RAF  Nimrods  are  stripped  down 


The  RAFs  Nimrod  submarine  hunters  are  being  stripped 
down  at  RAF  KinJoss,  on  the  Moray  Coast  as  part  of  a  £2 
billion  modernisation  project  The  tads  and  wings  are 
being  cut  off  so  that  the  fuselages  can  be  put  inside  an  l  1 
Antonov  transporter  and  flown  to  British  Aerospace  in 
Bournemouth.  There,  they  will  be  transformed  into 
Nimrod  2000s,  which  are  expected  to  enter  service  in  2002. 


Christmas  card  recycling  scheme 


A  nationwide  Christmas  card  recycling  scheme  has  been 
launched  by  the  post  Office  and  the  Countryside 
Commission  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  number  that  end 
up  dumped  in  landfill  sites.  Post  Offices  will  accept  the 
cards  throughout  January  and  profits  win  go  to  a  number 
of  nature  conservation  groups.  At  present  only  10  per  cent 
of  cards  are  recycled. 


Rape  accused  found  hanging 


A  remand  prisoner  died  after  being  found  hanging  in  a 
cell,  police  said  last  night.  Paul  Reilly,  44.  from  New 
ODerton.  Nottinghamshire,  died  at  Lincoln  Prison  late  on 
Christmas  Eve.  He  was  fating  a  rape  charge  and  had 
recently  been  remanded  by  Worksop  magistrates.  A  doctor 
and  prison  staff  fried  in  vain  to  revive  Wm. 
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The  John  Lewis  Clearance. 


It  s  like  a  sale,  only  better. 


S*  PU 


STARTS  SATURDAY-  AT  PETER  JONES  -  3'o.n*  Square.  JOHN  LEWIS  OXFORD  STREET.  BRENT  CROSS  ABERDEEN.  CHEADLE. 
EDINBURGH  HIGH  WYCOMBE  STARTS  TUESDAY  AT  JOHN  LEWIS  BRISTOL.  KINGSTON.  MILTON  KEYNES.  PE tE RSQHOUGH.  WELWYN 
BAINBRIDGE -Naweatlls,  BONDS  -  Norwich.  CALETS  -  W.ndaor.  COLE  BROTHERS  ■  Sh«l|.«ia.  HEEL  AS  -  Raiding  JESSOR  C  SON  -  rjoll'nghav 
KHlQMT  A  lEE-Soulhc*®.  GEORGE  HENRY  LEE  -  Liaarcxiol.  TREWINS- Watford.  ROBERT  SAYLE -Gambudqa  TYRRELL  *  G^EEN  -  Sou- tiampian 


At  John  Lcwla  Department  Stores,  even  menu  that  IT  we  find  a  local  retailer  Free  across  a  wide  area  And  whate 

during  a  clearance,  it >  business  a-,  usual  offering  the  same  goods  at  a  lower  price,  you  buv,  voa  can  return  it  if 

For  instance  our  pricing  policy,  summed  we  will  reduce  OUTS  accordingly,  even  if  are  not  completely  satisfied  The  John 

up  by  'Never  Knowingly  Undersold1,  their  goods  are  in  a  sale.  Wc  still  deliver  Lewis  Clearance.  It‘a  better  than  a  sal 
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beneath  layers  of  plaster  and  ivy  in  ruined  church 


The  11th-century  frescoes  include  an  angel  blowing  the  Last  Trump,  left,  and  a  saint  holding  a  dead  snake,  representing  the  triumph  of  good  over  evil.  The  discoveries  will  rewrite  art  history,  one  expert  says 


Hidden  frescoes  give  new  picture  of  Romanesque  art 


By  D alya  Alb  erge 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 


The  Etesooes  were  dwtaverai  by 
Bob  Datvey,  a  retired  engineer 


ROMANESQUE  wall  paintings  identi- 
Jed  as  the  oldest  extensive  church 
frescoes  in  Britain  have  been  discovered 
by  a  retired  engineer  among  ivy-covered 
ruins. 

Scholars  speak  of  being  breathless, 
with  excitement  at  the  find  and  describe 
it  as  a“once-nriifetime  experience".  One 
said:  “Those  few  who  have  been  fortu¬ 
nate  to  see  it  have  come  back  almost 
speechless." 

The  images,  which  include  the  oldest 
depiction  of  its  kind  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
anywhere  in  Europe,  have  been  found  in 
a  remote  and  dilapidated  church  in  foe 
west  of  Norfolk.  Prophets,  saints  and  a 
demon  figure  are  among  paintings  that 
were  concealed  for  centuries  beneath 
medieval  and  17th-centuiy  painted  plas¬ 
ter  and  a  wall  of  ivy  that  had  engulfed 
the  roofless  building,  They  were  painted 
about  1090,  three  years  after  the  death  of . 
Wflliamfoe  Ctonqueror. 

'■  The  fold  was  made  by  Bob  Davey," 
who  has  lived  locally  since  1987,<  after  he- 
noticed  patches  of  red  ochre  poking 
through  foe  ivy  at  the  church,  reputed to 


be  haunted,  and  contacted  Norfolk 
County  •  Council.-  First  17th-century 
biblical  texts  that  had  been  painted  an  to 
the  wall  in  black  lettering  on  white 
ground  were  discovered,  protected  by  foe 
ivy  for  the  50  years  since  the  church  was 
last  used.  Cracks  in  the  piasterwork, 
however,  suggested  that  there  was 
something  else  underneath. 

The  art  detectives  removed  a  section 
and  found  themselves  going  back  to  foe 
13th  century.  Again,  cracks  in  the  plaster 
led  them  to  anothfr  medieval  layer.  That 
was  when  they  made  their  1090  find. 

David  Park,  a  leading  medieval  wall 
paintings  scholar  at  die  COurtauld 
Institute  in  London,  said:  “1  was  as¬ 
tounded  when  I  saw  these  paintings  for 
the  first  time."  It  is  estimated  that  only 
half  foe  imagery  has  been  uncovered. 

The  find  is  all  foe  more  important 
because  Henry  VIII,  die  damp  British 
climate  and  foe  Victorian  penchant  for 
'  stripping  church  interiors  ensured  die 
obliteration  of  colourful  early,  Roman¬ 
esque  wall  paintings  that-  were  once 
abundant  in  Britain. 

-These -are  exceptionally  early.”  said 
Mr  Park,  explaining  that  they  “rather 
revolutionise”  our  knowledge  of  art  from 


this  period,  particularly  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  subject  History  books  would 
need  to  be  rewritten  and.  for  this  reason, 
foe  frescoes  were  of  international  impor¬ 
tance,  he  said. 

Stephen  Rickerby,  a  wall  paintings 
conservator,  whose  clients  include  the 
Getty  Conservation  Institute,  said:  “It  is 
tremendously  exciting-  What  marks  it  as 
special  is  that  guite  a  lot  of  Romanesque 
printings  survive  in  Britain.  They  getter- 
ally  date  from  1130  to  1150.” 

The  Anglo-Saxons  were  known  to  have 
painted  their  church  walls,  but  the  only 
example  to  have  survived  —  in  a  small 
church  at  Nether  Wallop  in  Hampshire, 
dating  from  1000  —  is  such  a  small 
fragment  that  it  pales  against  this 
discovery. 

Julian  Hunt  of  English  Heritage, 
which  is  overseeing  foe  project  with  foe 
council,  said:  “If  it  were  in  a  cathedral, 
that  would-be  extraordinary  enough. 
The  fact  that  it’s  in  a  parish  church  in  the 
middle  qf  such  an  isolated  spot  is  quite 
mind-boggling." 

He  explained  that  foe  drapery  was 
among  stylistic  features  identifying  it  as 
very  early  Romanesque.  The  composi¬ 
tions  on  foe  east  gable  indude  the  Holy 


Trinity  with  God  seated  with  Christ  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  as  a  dove. 

Mr  Park  said  that  foe  representation 
of  Christ  on  foe  Cross  before  an 
enthroned  God  is  the  earliest  known 
depiction  of  an  image  that  was  to  become 
a  standard  way  of  showing  that  subject 
throughout  Europe  in  the  Middle  Ages; 
until  this  find,  the  earliest  such  composi-  • 
tion  was  a  northern  French  manuscript 
of  1120. 

Also  mi  foe  east  gable  is  a  series  of 
feces  gazing  up  to  heaven  and  busts  of 
saints  in  roundels,  and  other  figures 
rising  our  of  coffins  at  foe  Resurrection. 
The  west  gable  bears  a  demonic  figure 
grasping  at  what  looks  like -an  anlde. 
There  is  another  scene  on  the  north  wall 
which  has  yet  to  be  identified;  it  seems  to 
be  a  figure  of  Christ 

Unfortunately,  it  will  be  years  before 
die  public  wfll  be  able  to  see  the 
paintings.  Conservation  will  be  a  slow 
process  and  will  not  begin  until  environ¬ 
mental  monitoring  and  pigment  analy¬ 
sis,  for  example,  have  been  conducted. 
There  is  also  the  ethical  dilemma  of  how 
much  to  save  of  the  later  periods.  1 

Normally,  scholars  would  be  delight¬ 
ed  to  find  13th-century  imagery,  Mr 


Rickerby  said,  adding  that  there  were  at 
least  two  medieval  layers  there.  Traces  of 
rare  pigments  reflect  that  the  painting 
would  be  “a  ghost  of  what  it  was",  he 
said.  “But  that  is  to  be  expected.  It  may 
be  faint,  but  it  is  remarkable." 

He  added:  “The  sad  thing  is  that 
almost  every  church  in  England  had  a 
scheme  like  this.  We'Ve  lost  so  much.  It  is 
such  a  little  church,  yet  it  has  an  amazing 
scheme.” 

English  Heritage  and  Norfolk  County 
Council  have  shared  the  £40.000  cost  of 
erecting  a  roof,  making  the  structure 
sound  and  protecting  foe  church  from 
the  elements  and  wildlife.  It  is  part  of 
their  extensive  work  in  tackling  the 
ruined  churches  of  Norfolk. 

Caroline  Babington.  the  project's  head 
of  wall  paintings  conservation,  said: 
“The  paintings  are  absolutely  stunning, 
a  on  ce-in-a-lifetime  experience.  To  think 
•  that  they  have  been  tucked  away  in  the 
middle  of  nowhere ..." 

The  unnamed  church  was  last  in 
regular  service  in  1936  bur,  even  then, 
was  m.  a  poor  state  of  repair.  Although 
designated  a  ruin,  it  was  never  officially 
declared  redundant  and  could  be  re¬ 
turned  to  use. 
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dishing  dirt  on  ornamental  fish 


By  Ian  Key 


A  COUNCIL  care  wnriur 
accused  -  of  poisoning  22 
ornamental  fish  during  a 
year  long  feed  With  her  neigh¬ 
bour  fms  been  fined  den 
than  £6O0l  Syhfia  Place,  52. 
was  filmed  polluting  foe  wat¬ 
er  of  Marjorie  Radford's 
garden  pood  by  tteowng 
lamps  of  earth  over  Ok  ftnse. 

The  fend  between  Mrs 
Place  and  Mrs  Bedford  ended 
in  the  death  of  22  of .  Mrs 
Redford’s  fish,  including  mir¬ 
ror  carp,  golden  orfc,  Japa¬ 
nese  km  and  Israeli  kut  A 
judge  at  Leeds  Comity  Coot 
ordered  her  to  pay  damages 
for  foe  dead  fish.  To  add  to 
her  troubles;  foe  £648  Mis 
Place  was  ordered  to  pay 
included  the  cost  ofhiriag  the 
video  camera  foat  Mrs 
Redfoid  used. 

Mis  Place,  of  KJppax, 

Leeds,  admitted  throwing  fort 
in  her  neighbour's  pdSA  hut 
denied  killing  foe  fish.  In 
September  last  year  patioe 
cautioned  her  after  she  afleg 
edly  killed  two  fish  worth  «66. 
In  July  she  received  a  sotiri- 


damages  Tlte  gsurienj»iKl  in  which  22  ornaments 


trf  17  more  fish  and  a  demand 
for  £600  compensation. 

After  the  bearing  earlier 


this  week  Mrs  Place  said:  T 
threw  two  handfuls  of  soil 
into  the  pond  because  I  was  so 
annoyed  at  comments  Mrs 
Redford  had  been  making.  I 
just  canned  believe  it  There  is 
no  justice.  Mr  Redford 
d  aimed  that  every  tone  he 
cfeeaned  the  pond,  ft  was  full  of 
dirt  and  debris.  The  judge 
came  to  the  condusion  that  I 
bad  done  it  at  other  times,  but 
I  hadn’t” 

Mrs  Placed  husband,  Ron, 
a  hospital  porter,  said:  The 
whole  thing  has  made  my 
wife  poorly.  We  have  been 


married  32  years  and -she  has 
never  been  in  trouble  with  the 
law  before." 

Two  months  ago,  Mrs 
Redford  sued  her  other  nett- 
door  neighbour,  Janet  Lund, 
after  she  filmed  her  retrieving 
her  six-year-old  son's  football 
from  the  pctod  with  a  washing 
line  pole.  Mrs  Lund,  39,  was 
ordered  to  pay  £27  compensa¬ 
tion  and  £60  costs  by  a  county 
court  judge. 

Mrs  Lund  said:  “I  had 
fallen  out  wifo  them  a  few 
weeks  before,  but  then  we  had 
problems  over  Lee’s  football 


It  had  gone  into  the  garden  a 
few  times  but,  when  he  had 
gone  to  ask -for  it  back,  they 
had  refused. 

T  didn’t  go  into  their 
garden.  I  managed  to  flip  the 
ball  out  of  the  pool  and  get  it 
bade.  I  couldn’t  believe  it 
when  I  got  a  letter  from  the 
Redfords*  solicitor  saying  I 
had  killed  two  fish  and  dam¬ 
aged  two  water  lilies.” 

Mrs  Lund  contested  the 
daim.  but  foe  judge  ordered 
against  her.  T  still  can’t 
believe  what  they  did.  I  would 
have  been  better  off  buying 
Lee  a  new  ball" 

Raymond  Redford,  43,  said 
that  he  and  wife,  46.  a  shop 
assistant  had  been  advised  to 
bay  a  security  camera  because 
of  damage  that  was  being 
caused.  "We  caught  Mrs 
Lund  retrieving  the  football 
and  damaging  the  fish  and 
13ks  in  it  We  took  Mrs  Place 
to  court  after  we  caught  her  on 
film  polluting  the  fish  pond." 

He  said  the  feud  could  have 
begun  because  neigbours 
were  jealous  of  extensive  im¬ 
provements  to  his  home.  He 
claimed  that  as  wefi  having 
fish  lolled,  the  family  car,  a 
Nissan  Bluebird,  had  had  two 
windows  broken  and  a  wing 
mirror 
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Home  movie  puts  bur  glars  in  jail 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


WHEN  Kevin  O'Hare  was 
burgled  for  the  fourth  time,  he 
decided  to  set  dp  his  own  spy 
system  to  do  something  about 
it  In  tiie  sitting  room  off  his 
house,  behind  an  enlarged 
framed  photo  of  his  patents, 
he  installed  a  tiny  cksed- 
dreuit  spy  camera*  ■ 

Whoi  his  home  was  broken 

into  for  the  fifth  time  in  16 

months;  he  caught  foe  two 
thieves  on  film.  One  has  now 
been  sentenced  to  eight  years 
m  jafl.  another  to  . 

Mr  O'Hare.  47,  of Xrttfoy. 
near  Liverpool,  said:  “When  I 
played  foe  cape  bask  rt  was 
like  winning  the  lottery- J  was 


Kevin  O’Hare:  filmed  thieves  burghs#  his  house 


like  winning  the  won^i  was 
gating  brassed  off 
thieves,  I  was  determined  to 


hhcvd.  a  - - - 

decomined  it  was  pa&ig  111 

the  way  of  my  social  life. 

-I.  tried 

round  foe  corner  and  sneak 


ing  bade  sofoeyvi  think  1  was 
out  and  I  ttied  laying  m  wait 
all  night  but  they  didrit  come. 
Then  Lift  on  thus  idea.  It 


cost  about  £1,500  to  set  it  up, 
but  it  - was  well  wroth  it,  I 
couldn’t  have  got  a  better 


■result"  The  properly  develop¬ 
er  said  he  hoped  criminals 
would  be.  deterred,  by  the 
thought  of  being  detected.. 

“I  aon*t  think  you  stop  crime 
by  making  your  house  more 
secure,-  thieves  always  fold 


opportunities.  The  only  way  to 
stop  crime  is  to  catch  mem  and 
punish  them.  Make  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  them.” 

Detective  Consiable  Guy 
Tattersail,  the  office*  in  diarge 
of  the  mvestigation.  said:  “It  is 
a  fantastic  videa  I  wish,  every 
member  of  the  public  was  in  a 
position  to  do  foe  same.  He 
has  been  burpled  four  or  five 
times  and  this  has  done  foe 
trick.  Some  nasty  characters 
are  now  behind  bars. 

“If  someone  could  manufac¬ 
ture  a  cheap  and  effective 
device  to  do  foe  same  it  would 
certainly-  get  my  backing." 
Superintendent  Steve 
ESnnigan,  his  chief  at  Crosby 
police  station,  was  more  cau¬ 
tious.  He  said:  “It  can 
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FREE  NEFF  DISHWASHER 


WHEN  YOU  SPEND  £3JM0‘  OR  MORE  ON  A  KITCHEN, 
INCLUDING  A  NEFF  OVEN,  FROM  A  PARTICIPATING  DEALER. 


■!?  '.rtKA  -  :t 


undoubtedly  help  us.  but  I 
would  like  to  think  that  it 


would  like  to  think  that  it 
would  be  part  of  a  mote 
comprehensive  package  of 
alarms,  locks  and. Neighbour¬ 
hood  Watch-’ 


If  you're  thinking  of  buying  a  new  kitchen,  make  sure  you 
go  to  the  right  place.  Because  at  selected  dealers  we’re  offering  a 
built-in  dishwasher  worth  £599  (RRP)  -  absolutely  free. 

So,  having  had  your  beautiful  new  kiLchen  installed,  you  can 
then  spend  less  time  in  it. 

-For  more  information  and  details  of  your  nearest  participating 

Neff  dealer  phone  QggQ  ^33  Q90’ 


-Afrits  10  Uicbcn  spend  mdutogVW  bin  agfadmeall  maaflauon.  deemo  nd  plmntwgnf  knjicnand  appllmcta.  *PT  Nanonal  CtB  Bat  Oyai  °«i-9pai 
tt»-Pn.  «n2-3pai  £r5m  Ofc  doses  2SflJ  Una  Wt  Ilusafo  is  not  roKd  in  contamroon  wah  any  other  ofict  Thu  dfcr  e.  open  m  .if  ibe  UK 

YUidsd  and  rtasQuomd  bbndt.  Dotwahcr  toawJbdan  adwand  a  ihr  doercUon  d  Uie  dealer.  11*  latdcn  shown  imv  ne*  be  mbfate  a  all  oamandH^ 
(tellers  Delwasiier  shown  ts  ihe  Neff  Sf  130.  !%*»««  y«w1oe*l  dealer  fiwfalllcntthVidMiufanofb  Prancwr  Nefl  UK  Lid. ,  UKbndjy  linai  Hasd-Miioteo. 


i'CTVn 


4  HOME  NEWS 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1.996 


Arson  inquiiy 
pair  lost  twins 
in  earlier  fire 


By  Richard  Ford,  home  corresponded 


A  YOUNG  couple  arrested 
after  a  woman  died  and  two  of 
her  children  were  badly  burnt 
in  an  apparent  arson  attack 
lost  two  of  their  own  children 
in  an  accidental  fire  three 


years  ago. 

Magistrates  yesterday  gave 
police  a  further  29  hours  to 
question  Anthony  and  Sue 
Watkjss.  The  couple  were 
arrested  within  an  hour  of  the 
2am  fire  in  a  terraced  house  on 
a  council  estate  in  Bush  bury, 
Wolverhampton. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Wafkiss.  both 
28.  are  understood  to  live  next 
door  to  the  dead  woman. 
Three  years  ago  they  lost  their 
16-month  twins,  Philip  and 
Martin,  in  a  fire  started  when 
two  of  their  children,  aged 
four  and  five,  set  fire  to  paper 
at  their  former  home. 

Neighbours  in  Stanley  Road 
said  the  couple  had  appeared 
on  the  BBCl  programme  999 
Lifesavers  and  relived  the  trag¬ 
edy  in  which  their  twin  sons 
died.  A  BBC  spokesman  said 
the  programme  last  Thursday 
had  included  "a  special  report 
on  how  firefighters  were  being 
trained  to  counsel  children 
who  start  fires". 

Detective  Superintendent 
Sandy  Craig,  leading  the  in¬ 
vestigation  into  the  blaze 
which  engulfed  the  terraced 
house  early  on  Christmas 
Day.  said:  “In  rhe  two  or  three 


weeks  before  the  attack  police 
were  called  to  Stanley  Raid  on 
two  occasions  after  being 
called  out  by  two  rowing 
families. 

“When  officers  arrived  the 
altercation  had  stopped  and 
we  left  it  at  that  after  talking  to 
both  parties.  At  this  stage  we 
cannot  reveal  what  the  rows 
were  about." 

Michelle  Bone-Knell.  34. 
died  in  the  arson  attack  and 
her  children  Chantei,  2h..  and 
Damian,  IS  months,  were 
critically  injured.  Her  com¬ 
mon  law  husband.  Graham 
Perrins,  33.  escaped  by  jump¬ 
ing  from  a  first-floor  window. 

Ms  Bone-Knell  was  found 
in  a  rear  bedroom.  She  died 
from  80  per  cent  bums  and 
smoke  inhalation.  Damian 
was  found  in  his  cot  and 
Chantei  under  the  cot. 

They  were  revived  by 
firefighters.  Damian  suffered 
50  per  cent  bums,  mainly  to 
his  back,  and  is  expected  to  be 
operared  on  today  at  Selly 
Oak  Hospital  in  Birmingham. 
Chantei  was  taken  off  a  venti¬ 
lator  at  Birmingahm  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Hospital,  where  her 
condition  was  described  as 


Rugby  team 
takes  record 
for  game’s 
biggest  rout 
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By  Robin  Young 


The  Boxing  Day  dip  at  Seaborn  and.  below,  a  Russian  woman  dropping  into  a  river  north  of  Moscow  in  temperatures  of  -25C 


serious. 

Mr  Perrins  suffered  lacer¬ 
ations  to  his  arms  and  5  per 
cent  bums.  He  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  specialist  eye 
hospital  yesterday. 


Brass  band  plays  along  as  brass 
monkeys  take  dip  in  North  Sea 


EIGHT  hundred  people 
plunged  into  the  sea  yester¬ 
day  with  thousands  cheering 
them  on.  a  brass  band  play¬ 
ing  and  a  fore  brigade  crew 
hosing  down  those  who  did 
not  took  wet  enough-  Un¬ 
daunted  by  the  frost  they 
converged  on  Seaborn.  Sun¬ 
derland's  seaside  resort  and 
raised  £18.600  for  a  wide 
range  of  charities. 

The  annual  dip,  organised 
by  the  Sunderland  lions 
Club,  is  die  biggest  event  of 
its  kind  in  the  country.  The  • 
bathers,  many  going  in  as 


teams  and  in  fancy  dress, 
raised  a  further  1300  for  the 
local  lifeboat  station  through 
a  collection  on  the  beach. 

Stuart  Kohn.  who  was 
master  of  ceremonies,  said: 
"It  maybe  extremely  coldbut 
the  warm-hearted  people  of 
Weaxside  keep  making  this 
bigger  and  better  every  year. 

Everyone  has  a  great  time 
and  although  we  had  surviv¬ 
al  bags  on  hand  in  case 
anyone  -went  down  with  hy¬ 
pothermia,  not  a  single  one 
was  needed." 

A  group  from  St  Wilfrid’s  . 
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Church.  Maorside,  Sunder¬ 
land.  went  as  monks  —  with 
plenty  '  of  warm  dbtfaing 
under  their  habits.  The  Rev 
Paul  Walker,  who  led  the 
group  of  five  swimmers, 
said:  "It  still  fdt  very  cold.  I 
did  it  last  year  and  wouldn’t 
have  missed  it  for  anything 
this  year.  Well  be  back  next 
time:" 

They  were  not  as  hardy, 
however,  as  Russian  winter 
bathers,  who  think  nothing 
of  cutting  a  bole  in  the  ice 
and  jnmping  in  to  escape  air 
temperatures  of  -25C.  -  -  ■ 


THE  177-3  drubbing  handed 
out  to  a  plucky  rugby  dub  by 
I  their  rather  superior  neigh¬ 
bours  was  official! ty  confirmed 
by  The  Guinness  Book  of 
Records  yesterday  the  the  big¬ 
gest  defear  in  the  English  game. 

Norwich’s  victory  in  the  quar¬ 
ter-finals  of  the  NatWest  Nor¬ 
folk  Cup  over  Eccles  and 
Attleborough  was  hardly  unex¬ 
pected  because  Norwich  are 
acknowledged  one  of  the  best 
sides  in  East  Anglia,  members 
of  the  London  League’s  Division 
One.  and  only  one  step  below 
the  National  League. » 

The  113-year-oIa  dub  turned 
semi-professional  at  the  start  of 
the  season.  Its  ground  has  four 
pitches  and  there  are  140  play¬ 
ing  members.  The  dub’s  top 
team  is  currently  third  in  its 
league -and  pushing  hard  for 
promotion. 

Eccles  and  Attleborough  is 
probably  the  smallest  dub  in 
the  league  with  a  player  list  of 
just  40.  They  are  in  the  fifth 
division  of  the  Norfolk  League 
and  have  no  dubhouse.  chang¬ 
ing  in  a  local  pub. 

The  match  is  the  highest 
winning  margin  between  two 
15-a-sideclub  teams  in  England. 
The  previous  record  was  set  in 
1980  when  the  Army’s  Seventh 
Signals  Regiment  defeated  4th 
Armoured .  Workshops  in 
.Germany  174-0.  The  world 
record  is  194-0  in  Denmark  in 
1973- 


BBC  claims  8  out 


of  10  top  shows 


By  Carol  Mjdgley 


THE  BBC  claimed  an  over¬ 
whelming  victory  over  ITV  in 
the  battle  for  Christmas  Day 
television  viewers.  Eight  of  its . 
shows  made  the  top  ten. 

Only  Fools  and  Horses,  the 
BBCs  main  attraction,  had 
18.7  million  viewers,  while  s 
bonus  edition  of  EastEnders 
came  in  second  with  !5.9  mil¬ 
lion.  The  dinosaur  film  Juras¬ 
sic  Park,  also  shown  by  the ' 
BBC.  was  third,  watched  by 
145  million  viewers.  •  •  . 

ITV  could  manage  only  ■ 
seventh  place  with  Corona¬ 
tion  Street,  whidi  chew  in 
9.4  million  viewers,  six  million 
fewer  than  EastEnders.  A 
BBC  source  said  it  was  the 
largest-ever  Christmas  gap 
between  EastEnders  and  Cor¬ 
onation  Street,  which  has 
been  criticised  recently  for 
poor  scripts. 

An  ITV  spokeswoman  said: 
“Christmas  is  the  time  when 
the  BBC  traditionally  goes  for 
broke  and  transmits  all  its  top¬ 
rating  shows  and  major  mov¬ 
ies  in  order  to  dominate  the 
ratings. 

"Coronation  Street  was  up 
against  Jurassic  Park,  .one  of 
the  most  popular  movies  of  all 
time.  EastEnders  was  up 
against  Des  O’Connor  which, 
without  wanting  to  criticise 


Des,  isn't  quite  the  same  as 
Jurassic  Park." 

The  figures  for  Only  Fools 
■  and  Horses,  about  the  antics 
of  two  Beckham  dealers  Del 
and  Rodney,  are  higher  than 
the  165  million  who  watched 
last  year’s  leading  comedy. 
One  Foot  in  the  Grave.  The 
show,  the  first,  of  three  hour- 
long  specials  over  the  festive 
season,  was  the  first  new 
episode  for  ;three  years.  There 
■were  fears  that  the  cast  would 
not  make  any  other  episodes, 
but  the  starring  actors.  David 
Jason  and  Nicholas  Lynd- 
hurst,  said  they  might  consid¬ 
er  bringing  rack  the 
characters  if  there  was  enough 
public  demand. 

The  Vicar  of  Dibley  took 
fourth  place  with  145  million 
viewers,  followed  by  Auntie's 
All-New  Christinas  Bloomers 
at  13  million  and  Animal  Hos¬ 
pital  Goes  West  with  95  mil¬ 
lion.  The  Queen’s  Christmas 
message  on  BBC  I  was 
watched  by  9.1  million  viewers 
and  Noel’s  Christmas  Pres¬ 
ents  attracted  9  million  view¬ 
ers.  In  tenth  place  was  Des 
O’Connor's  Christmas  Night 
With  The  Stars  on  ITV  udtii 
S-2  million. 
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Give  a  child  a  taste  ^ 


but  not  a  full  drink 


I  f 


Medical  briefing 


RICHARD  BRIERS'S  morn¬ 
ing  readings  on  Radio  4  of  the 
autobiography  of  his  friend 
Paul  Eddington,  who  died 
this  year,  made  a  pleasant 
start  to  the  Christmas 
holiday. 

Eddington's  life  story  .has 
provided  a  few  stories  of 
medical,  interest  but,  long 
before  he  posed  the  diagnostic 
conundrum  of  the  intermit¬ 
tent  pain  in  his  hip.  or  gave  us 
the  history  of  his  mycosis 
fungoides,  the  rare  but  slowly 
lethal  form  of  T-cell  lytixpho- 
i  t"3.  bis  listeners  were  left 
feeling  thankful  that  he  sur¬ 
vived  his  mother’s  social  life. 

!  In  his  eariy  childhood!,  his 
mother  ran  a  salon  for  local 
intellectuals.  Her  guests 
drank  sherry  before  the 
evening  began.  He  soon 
found  that  his  mother’s 
friends  did  not  finish  their 

sherry  and  that,  after  they  had 

moved  rooms  to .  hear  the 
evening  speaker,  fliere  was  a 
rich  supply  of  dregs  left  in  the 
glasses. 

■Children  may  be  offered  a 
taste  of  adult  drinks  so  that 
they  grow  up  witii  the  idea 
that  drinking  is  part  of  eyety- 
-dsy  life  and  not  a  mysterious 
vice  but  {Brents  should  know 
that  alcohol  has  particular 
danger  when  taken  in  excess 
by  a  young  child.: 

Children  frequently  behave 
like  Paul  Eddington-  and 
miotic  adults  by  finishing  any 


glasses  which  have  not  been 
emptied.  Other  children  raid 
the  sideboard  when  no  one  in 
authority  is  about.  Alcohol 

should  be  kept  out  of  reach  of 

children,  for  when  a  small 
child  takes  too  much  alcohol 
the  blood-sugar  level  rises 
alarmingly  quickly,  inducing 
an  outpouring  of  insulin  from 
the  pancreas. 

The  pancreas  overdoes  the 
insulin  production  and,  as  a 
result,  the  blood  sugar  then 
foils  to  dangerously  low  lev¬ 
els.  producing  hypogty- 
caemia.  The  blood  sugar  can 
fall  so  far  that  the  child  loses 
consciousness  and  may  even 
die.  If  unconsciousness  has 
been  brought  on,  patients  of 
whatever  age  wfl]  require  a 
glucose  drip. 

Most  adults  suffer  lesser 
effects  of  hypoglycaemia  as 
part  of  a  hangover.  Hypo- 
glycaemia  is  partly  responsi- 

u  j  ^0f  swotting, 

headaches,  shakes  and  mei£ 

oiy  loss  the  next  day -hence 

the  value  of  taking  a  hearty 
“eakfast  to  counteract  it,  if 
“Cdnnker  can  face  one. 
.The  only  adults  who  are 
likely  to  suffer  dangerous 
symptoms  of  hypoglycaemia 
Mter  drinking  are  those  who. 
“ke  some  homeless  people, 
are-severely  malnourished 


& 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


M 


u 

u 


'Hvte, 

<kes  3 . 
f«r>r 


r: 
•'<,  i-’; 
-  f* 


"•- ;  1 
1  & . 


■-5T 


Ml 


AiimsSoii; 
1  lop  show? 


!'■  i 


u  , 


li  > 


1-- 


t 


viUiatawi 

lul!  drirf ! 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 


NEWS  5 


French  crack  down  on  ‘excesses  of  the  slopes’ 


after  two  die  in  crashes 


By  Adam  Sage 
.  pi  Paris 

.  and  Ian  Murray 

RECKLESS  skiers  who  phist 
accidents  in  France  could  end 
up  in  jail  after  two  people  died 
on  the  slopes  last  weekend.  As 
the  Alpine  ski  resorts  prepare 
for  their  busiest  week  of  the 
year,  the  French  judicial  au 
thoritiesJsay  they  are  prepared 
to  fine  and  imprison-  .skiers 
responsible  few  collisions. 

“I  don’t  want  to  have  to  put 
peopjeiin  jail,,  but  1  will  not 
hesitate,  to  do  ! so  if  ft  is 
necessary.”  said  Rent  Ternoy, 
■the  Albertville  State  Prosecu¬ 
tor  who  is  reponsible  for 
enforcing,  the  Jaw  in  many  of 
the  Frepch  resorts.  “Skiers  are 
going  fester  and  faster  and' 
paying  less- and. less  attention 
to  others,'  and  the  injuries  we 
are  seeing  now  are  like  road 
accident  injuries.'’ 

Guy  Chut,  the  French 
Sports  ‘  Mimsfen  yesterday 
condemned  the  “increasing 
individualism”  of  skiers  and 
told  other  French  prosecutors 
to  take  an  equally  hard  Ifrie. 
with  “excesses,  on  the  slopes". 
He  announced  that  be  would 
introduce  a  law.fr),  the  spring 

■  enabling  ptilice  to.  prosecute 
people  Jar- “reckless  sJd-mg", 
jiist  as  reckless  drivers  etui  be 

.  ■  charged. 

The  two  skiers  who  died 
were  both  French,  one  a  ten- 
year-old  boy  hit  by  a  young 
man  training  far  a-  competi¬ 
tion  in  .Couraheval.  a .  resort 
popular  with  Britons.  Accord¬ 
ing  toM  Ternoiy.  the  bqy  was 
'  skS-ing  “where  he  should  have 
been,  on  ah  easy  slope  accom¬ 
panied  by  jhis  family  whenhe 
was  struck  by  i  skier ‘going  at 
full  speedy  : 

In  the  second  fetal -accident, 
at  Tignes,  a  76-yearpld  man 
died  when  he. collided  with 
another  skier -af  a  junction 

■  between  two -runs.  “They  both 

tried-  to  get-  across  first  and 
didn't  '  make  it,”  M  Tempy 
said.  • 

Jean  Zimmer,  a  guide  with 
Top  Ski  ll)  Val-<ns£re,  said 
recent  accidents  were  increas¬ 
ing  pressure  for  legislation, 
but  that  there  was  no  real  heed 
fqr  it  TYou  cannot  stop  this 
happening,  with  laws.  It  has 
ahraysbemffke  thissend  we 
do  not-  need  to.,  copy-  the 
Americans  and.  unpose  speed 
limits:  The  profotemis  increas¬ 
ing  because,  there  are  more 
people  on  file  slopes  and  above 


SAFETY  ON  THE  SLOPES 


There  are  no  general  regulations  covering  skiing  safety  but 
most  winter  sport  countries  impose  some  controls. 

■  Switzerland:  finds  canbe  imposed  under  criminal  laws 
against  reckless  skiing,  but  laws  vary  from  canton  to 
canton. 

■  Austria:  no  specific  laws  and  difficult  to  impose 
nationally  as  each  of  the  right  provinces  is  responsible  for 
its  own  laws.  Same  Tyrolean  resorts  have  recently 
introduced  piste  patrollers  to  help  skiers.  They  also  warn 
reckless  skiers  to  slow  down. 

■  Italy:  No  specific  laws  but  charges  of  criminal  assault  or 
manslaugbter  could  follow  a  ski  collision. 

■  America:  Sane  states  have  Taws  with  up  to  two  years’ 
imprisonment  and  $5,000  -  fines  for  reckless  skiing. 
Patrollers  have  the  power  to  confiscate  lift  tickets-  Some 
resorts  use  speed  guns  to  measure  fast  skiers.. 

■  Canada:  British  Columbia  and  Quebec  have  laws  with 
fines  la  reckless  skiing  but  all  resorts  rely  on  patrols,  who 
have  the  power  to  confiscate  ski  lift  passes. 


aD  there  is  the  difficulty  in 
coping  with  the  growing  num¬ 
bers  on  snowboards. 

“They  are  dangerous 
because  they  have  a  totally 
different  trajectory  to  a  skier. 
When  there  are  a  lot  .of  them 
about  it  is  safer  to  ski  off  piste 
with  a  guide  than  to  stay  on 
the  main  rum.” 

.  He  is  backing  a  private 
member's /bill  introduced  by 
Pierrre  Pascallon,  the  deputy 
for  Issoire,  and  now  before  the 
National  Assembly.  It  seeks  to 
force  snowboarders  and  skiers 
to  use  different  runs.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  M  Pascallon.  ski-ing  is 
now  as  dangerous  as 
motorcycling  with  115,000 
people  injured  in  France  each 
year.  He  says  three  quarters  of 
all  collisions  are  caused  by 
snowfaoarders.  even  though 
they  represent  only  20  per  cent 
of  all  those  using  the  slopes. 

The  tough  stance  promised 
by  the  French  authorities  rep¬ 
resents  a  radical  change  of 
policy  since  1993,  when  a 
French  skier  who  tut  and 
killed  NicolaJones.  an  18-year- 
old  Briton,  in  Tignes,  escaped 
with  a  £350  fine  and  a  sus¬ 
pended  jafi  sentence.  The  law 
allows  tor  skiers  in  be  prose¬ 
cuted  where  they  are  responsi- 
ble  .for-  an.  accident.  The 
maximum  jail  sentence  for 
manslaughter,  is  three  years 
and  two  years  for  causing 


North  America,  where 
‘  skiing  is  generally,  more  regu¬ 
lated  than  in  Europe,  most 
states  have  tough  legislation 
against  recklessness  and  re¬ 
sorts  are  patrolled  by  profes- 


is  no  substitute 
experience 

Martin  Bdl,  Britain’s  most 
-  successful  downhill  ski 
racer,  argues  that  greater 
speed  brings  with  it  a  need 
for  grater  responsibility 


I1  ■:* 


THE  desire  to  emulate  down¬ 
hill  racers  may  provide  moti- 
vafiop  for  reckless  skiing  but 
the  reasons-  behind  it  iproba- 
My  fie  more  in 'the  {prepara¬ 
tion  of  groomed  ,  slopes  and 
modem  equipment. 

Poor  snow  conditions  a  few 
yearsago  persuaded  many  ski 
areas  lb  *"v**»n  more  artificial 
snow  cannons  to-'  guarantee 
skiing,-  -bat  on  on  .a.  surface 
that  is  harder  and  Tess.forgiV'' 
ing  '  When  conditions  are 
goodL  as  at  present  the 
smoothness  and,  ."width  of 
modem*  prepared  runs .  can 


and  disguise  their  true  speed. 
1  -remember  frohj  downhill 
raring  that  70mph.  op  a  well 
prepared  course ,  with  good 
visibility,  canfeet  quite  slow 
and  -controlled  —  unfO  some- 
.  thing  goes  wrong.  . 

Following  an  extremely 

popular  ■ .  introduction  in 
Amenta  last  season*  this  year 
sees  the  first  mass  distribu¬ 
tion  in  Europe  of  aradicafly 
new  design:  “carving"  skis. 
»ii<n  known  ■  as  “super 
sidecut”,  “parabolic”,  “hour- 
glawf  nr  “shaped^  skis. 

A  carving  ski  possesses.* 
much  wider  tip  and  tail  at 
either  end,  'and.  a  narrow 
waist  beneath  the  ski  boot.— ; 
ironically  a  feature  that  was 
borrowed  from  snowboard¬ 
ing  the  greatest  threat  to  the 
ski  manufacturing  industry  m 


recent  years.  The  great  curva¬ 
ture  of  the  edge  helps  less 
skirted  and  experienced  recre¬ 
ational  skiers  to  perform  the 
“carved  tors”,  developed  by 
racers  as  a  means  of  changing 
direction  without  losing 
speed.  This  season  more  ski¬ 
ers  than  ever  wfll  be  carving 
high  speed  turns;  while  ladl¬ 
ing  the  experience  to  read  the 
situation  ahead  of  them  and 
take  instant  evasive  action. 

In  recoil  years,  Snow- 
boarders  have  been  conve¬ 
nient  scapegoats  for  many 
incidents  on  the  slopes,  but 
while  it  is  true  that  they  are 
generally  younger  than  rid¬ 
ers,  snowboEsding  organ¬ 
isations  are  educating  snow- 
boarders  to  be  safer- 

Whenever  the  British  ski 
team  trained  through  slalom 
or  downhill  courses,  we 
would  always  take  care  to  do 
so  in  a  fenced  off  area. 
However,  accidents  can  al¬ 
ways  happen:  one  afternoon, 
after  finishing  training,  we 
saw  a  group  leave  a  mountain 
hut  dock,  under  the  fence,  and 
attempt  to  ski.  down  our 
downhill  framing'  course. 

-• '  Before  we  could  stop  them, 
one  of  them  had  flown  off  our 
jump  and  broken  both:  his 
legs.  When  we  arrived  on  the 
scene,  we  could  smell  the 

erhnapps  on  their  breath. . 

■  Christmas  is  the  busiest 
time  oh  the  slopes,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  most  difficult  time  to 
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any-  team  a  dosed  run  for 
training.  Some  irresponsible 
racers  will  always  go  ahead 
and  set  a  course  on  a  public 
run  anyway.  1 
Ever  greater  dangers  loom, 
not  just  on  the  piste  but  off 
piste  as  writ  the  new  macho 
culture  of  “extreme  riding", 
defined  as  “faff  and  you  die" 
is  encouraging  cliff  jumping 
and  the  descents  of  steep 
gradients.  .  - 


sionais  who  have  the  power  to 
confiscate  lift'  passes  from 
dangerous  skiers.  In  Colora¬ 
do,  a  rider  who  injures  some¬ 
one  while  out  of  control  is 
charged  with  third,  degree 
assault,  wind)  can  mean  a  two 
year  prison  sentence  and  fines 


of  up  to  $5,000  (£3,000).  “As 
far  as  I  know  there  has  only 
ever  been  one  prosecution, 
which  resulted  in  someone 
being  imprisoned,"  Lynn 
Bronikcfwski,  of  Colorado  Ski 
Country,  .said.'  “That  is 
because  we  lay  the  emphasis- 
on  safety  first  and  fun  second. 
In  Europe  you  have  a  long 
way  to  go  to  catch  us  up  on 
safety.”  Confiscation  of  passes 
that  can  cost  up  to  $1,200 
(E750)  a  season  is  a  serious 
deterrent 

On  Mammoth  Mountain  in 
California,  offenders  are  made 
to  watch  a  video  of  sld-ing 
a  cadent  victims  before  they 
can  get  their  pass  back. 

Dr  Graham  Plant,  a  radiol¬ 
ogist  from  Basingstoke, 
Hampshire,  mi  holiday  in  Val- 
dlsdre  agreed  that  reckless¬ 
ness  was  a  problem  in  Europe, 
“especially  after  lunch  when 
people  have  had  a  few  beers. 
FOr  that  reason  a  lot  of  parents 
prefer  to  go  to  America  where 
it  is  better  regulated  and 
safer." 

Snow  reports,  page  26 


Cairn  Gorm  yesterday,  where  fresh  snow  brought  hundreds  to  the  slopes 


Snow  on 
the  hills, 
but  ice  on 
the  roads 

A  FRESH  fall  of  snow  yester¬ 
day  brought  thousands  of 
skiers  on  to  the  slopes  in 
parts  of  Scotland  while  ice 
made  road  conditions  treach¬ 
erous  throughout  Britain. 

Hundreds  enjoyed  a  day  of 
snowboarding  and  skiing  on 
the  slopes  of  Cairn  Gorm, 
near  Aviemore.  At  the  White 
Conies  centre  in  Glen  Coe 
there  was  a  dusting  of  fresh 
snow  in  the  morning  on  a 
firm  base. 

Some  light  snowfalls  are 
expected  today,  edging  south 
across  England  and  Wales. 
They  will  be  generally  fight 
and  confined  to  higher 
ground  in  the  east 
Treacherous  conditions  on 
busy  roads  caused  heavy  de¬ 
lays.  Two  women  died  in  an 
accident  on  the  A428  on  the 
border  between  Cambridge¬ 
shire  and  Bedfordshire  and 
a  woman  passenger  was 
killed  when  two  cars  collided 
in  Peterborough  in  the  early 
hours.  Police  have  urged 
drivers  to  take  extra  care  on 
treacherous  roads,  with  more 
ice  expected. 

Forecast  page  20 
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Dulnx  10L  Pure  - . 
Brilliant  White  Vinyl 
.Matt  or  Silk 

Was  £19.99 


£19-99 

Growann  300  heated  propagator  -  half  price 

Was  £39.99 


;  DO  »T  ALL 


Quality  Wooden  Toilet  Seat 
—  half  price  (available 
In  Pine,  Antique  Pine  and 
Mahogany  finishes) 

Was  £19.99 


Do  It  AD  Z5L  CoJonred 
Emulsion  Vinyl  Matt 


Do  It  AU  Large  Tool  Box  S3 
with  tray  -  half  price 

Was  £16.99 
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'aUcovering 

s  £2.99 


avaRaUttjc  Store  Opening  Hounc  Boxfagfetf  10am  -  5pm;  2Tti»  and  28tti  Dacambar 

Opening  turns  may  vary  tocady  far  Sunday  29th; 
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Temple  of  learning  will 
dine  in  classical  style 


By  Marcus  Binnev 

FELLOWS  ar  a  Cambridge 
college  will  soon  be  dining  in 
classical  splendour.  Their  new 
dining  room  at  Gonville  and 
Caius  College,  designed  by  the 
leading  classical  architect 
John  Simpson,  is  to  be  a 
recreation  of  the  criJa,  or  inner 
chamber,  of  ihe  ruined  temple 
of  Apollo  ar  Bassae  in  the 
Peloponnese. 

The  site  was  visited  by  the 
architect'  Charles  Robert 
Cockerell  in  181 L  He  braved 
bandits  and  malaria  to  spend 
ten  days  studying  the  remains. 
Cockerell  later  designed  the 
eleganr  Squire  law  library, 
which  Caius  acquired  when 
the  law  faculty  moved  to  a  new 
steel  and  glass  building  by  Sir 
Norman  Foster. 

The  new  dining  room  is 
Greek  in  every  detail,  down  to 
the  sabre-legged,  round- 
backed  Klismos  chairs  copied 
from  anrieru  Greek,  vases. 
Neil  McKendrick.  the  Master 
of  Caius.  said:  “Fifty  fellows 
will  be  able  to  sit  down  to 
lunch  at  a  long  table.  This  is 
designed  in  sections  which  fit 
into  recesses  along  the  walls 
when  we  want  to  use  the  room 
for  functions." 

He  added:  “People  think  of 
Downing  as  the  classical  coll¬ 
ege  at  Cambridge,  but  Caius  is 
the  college  of  rhe  classical 
conceit,  notably  rhe  famous 
classical  gateways  designed 
by  Doctor  Caius  himself."  Dr 
Caius.  who  became  Master  in 
1559.  studied  in  Padua  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  experi¬ 
ment  with  renaissance  archi¬ 
tecture  in  England. 

The  oella  of  the  Bassae 


The  entrance  to  Gonville  and  Caius.  described  as 
the  Cambridge  college  “of  the  classical  conceit” 


temple  was  unusual  in  having 
fluted  Ionic  columns  attached 
to  buttresses  projecting  from 
the  wall.  These  columns  had  a 
distinctive  arched  version  of 
the  usual  Ionic  scroll  capital, 
which  Cockerell  turned  into  a 
signature  on  many  of  his 
buildings.  Mr  Simpson  said: 
"The  Bassae  temple  also  had 
the  first  known  example  of  the 
Corinthian  column,  which  we 
have  reproduced  at  the  end  of 
the  room." 

While  Cockerell  was  study¬ 
ing  the  remains  of  the  temple. 


he  discovered  a  perfectly  pre¬ 
served  section  of  its  frieze  and 
correctly  guessed  from  its 
position  that  the  whole  frieze, 
must  lie  buried  near  iL  This 
was  excavated  the  next  year 
and  taken  to  London  for 
display  in  the  British  Muse¬ 
um.  "WeYe  reproducing  parts 
of  the  frieze  along  the  walls." 
Mr  Simpson  said. 

The  new  dining  room  is  a 
second  major  development  at 
the  college.  Mr  McKendrick 
said:  “When  I  was  elected 
Master  I  decided  to  buy  my¬ 


self  a  present  I  was  not  haring 
much  success  until  pointed 
towards  a  dusty  box  of  interi¬ 
ors  at  the  bade  of  a  shop. 
There  I  found  a  drawing  of  a 
vanished  room  at  Caius  de¬ 
signed  by  Sir  John  Soane." 

He  went  on:  “I  took  this  to 
my  first  fellows'  meeting 
where  we  were  gang  to  dis¬ 
cuss  what  to  do  with  the  wing 
vacated  when  our  library 
moved  into  the  Squire  build¬ 
ing.  There  was  a  unanimous 
vote  to  restore  the  Soane  room 
and  thereafter  there  was  no 
doubt  the  whole  interior 
would  be  dassicaL” 

The  Soane  room  is  to  be 
used  as  a  new  fellows'  reading 
room.  A  donor,  hearing  of  the 
discovery  of  the  drawing,  of¬ 
fered  to  pay  for  the  room  as  a 
memorial  to  her  husband. 

The  new  dining  room, 
which  will  be  completed  in  the 
summer,  will  be  in  plaster 
rather  than  stone.  The  colour 
scheme  has  yet  to  be  decided, 
but  it  is  likely  to  be  in 
terracotta  with  die  ornamen¬ 
tal  classical  detail  highlighted 
in  black, 

Mr  Simpson  said:  “The 
Bassae  temple  is  in  a  very 
remote  part  of  the  Pblopore 
nese  covered  in  a  hi-tech  lent 
to  protect  it  It’s  the  same  date 
as  the  Parthenon.  "The  anrient 
Greek  writer.  Pausanias,  at¬ 
tributed  the  Bassae  temple  to 
Ictinus,  one  of  the  architects  of 
the  Parthenon. 

Dr  David  Watkin,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  architectural  historian, 
said:  “Simpson’s  design  dem¬ 
onstrates  the  endless  adapt¬ 
ability  of  the  classical 
language.  Irs  not  a  straitjadeer 
as  modernists  often  suggest" 


The  dining  room  at  Gonville  and  Cains  will  feature  Ionic  columns  with  a  distinctive  capital  attached  to 
buttresses,  and  a  Corinthian  column,  the  first  known  example  of  which  was  found  in  the  temple  at  Bassae 
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Police  leaders  reject  plan 
for  register  of  Masons 

By  Richard  Ford,  home  correspondent 
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POUCE  officers*  organ-' 
isations  yesterday  strongly 
criticised  proposals  to  force 
them  to  disclose  their  mem¬ 
bership  of  Masonic  lodges. 

Mike  Bennett,  the  Police 
■  Federation's  leader  in  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Police,  denounced 
the  proposal  by  die  Police 
Complaints  Authority  for  stat¬ 
utory  registration  as  contra¬ 
vening  rivil  rights.  He 
described  the  authority  as  an 
"elitist  quango  of  yesterdays 
people  who  are  desperate  to 
get  public  credibility". 

The  authority  has  made  the 
proposal  to  the  Commons 
Home  Affairs  Committee, 
which  is  investigating  the 
alleged  influence  of  Masons  in 
the  police  and  judiciary. 

Mr  Bennett,  who  has  never 
been  a  Freemason,  gave  warn¬ 
ing  that  requiring  officers  to 
register  their  membership 
“could  be  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge".  He  said:  “If  it  starts 
with  Freemasons,  where  does 


it  stop?  We  will  have  to  register 
membership  of  golf  dubs  and 
perhaps  even  our  religion.” 

In  October,  the  -  national 
Police  Federation  attacked 
proposals  from  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Chief  Mice  Officers 
for  a  statutory  register  as  an 
/“unwarranted  interference“ih 
officers*  private  lives.  -v  ’  -it'. 

-  The  Association  of  Women 
Barristers  recently  suggested 
to  the  Home  Affairs  Commit¬ 
tee  that  those  appointed  to  the 
judnaary  be  required  to  leave 
the  Freemasons  or  admit  their 
membership. 

The  deputy  chairman  of  the 
Police  Complaints  Authority, 
the  former  MP  John  Cart-, 
wright,  said  that,  until  .a 
statutory  register  was  created, 
officers  should  be  asked  to 
declare  on  their  personal  files 
whether  they  were  a  member 
of  a  Masonic  lodge.  This 
would  start  "to  dismantle  this 
culture  of  secrecy  which  we 
think  is  harmful  to  the  police 


service  . . .  Sometimes  senior 
police  officers  or  middle-rank¬ 
ing  police  officers  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  same  Masonic 
lodge  as  people  who  are 
suspected  of  quite  serious 
criminal  offences,”  Mr  Cart¬ 
wright  saidl  “There  may  be 
no  thing., yvjftng  going  on.  but 
tiie  public  and  critics  jump  to 
the  wrong  conclusion."  ■ 
Brian  Mackenzie,  president 
of  the  Police  Superintendents' 
Association,  said  his  organis¬ 
ation  would  welcome  a  volun¬ 
tary  register  of  Freemasons 
aqd  members  of  comparable 
organisations  as  long  as  it  also 
-covered  others  employed  in 
the  criminal  justice  system. 
The  plans  for  a  compulsory 
.  register  had  caused  concern 
among  his  membership,  Mr 
Mackenzie  said. 

-  -Lord  Justice  Millert,  a  Court 
of  Appeal  judge,  said  yester- 
.  day  that  his  membership  of 
the  Freonasons  had  nothing 
to  do  with  his  job  as  a  judge. 
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College 
sacks  pair 
in  sick 
leave  row 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  FURTHER  'education  calk 
3ge  has  sacked' its  chief  execu¬ 
tive  and  a  director  alter  claims 

that  they  had  been  running  a 

pub  wfaDe  cm  side  leave.  Neil 
Preston,  the  E90,000*year 
head  of  StokeottOVerit  Coll¬ 
ege,  and  Helen  Chandler,  its 
director  of  marketing,  bar! 
been  off  work,  since  the  end  of 
September.  . 

The  college,  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  country  wife 
21,000  students  and  about 
1300  staff,  set  up  a  committee 
to  investigate  allegations  that 
the  two  bad  been  working  at 
the  Dymock  Arms  pub  m 
P&nley.  Clwyd,  wfefle  on  sick 
leave  forstress-related  Alness¬ 
es.  After  a  series  of  meetings, 
officials  announced  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  that  both  had  been 
dismissed  without  notice. 

Kevin  FirreD,  chairman  of 
fee  college's  governing  corpo¬ 
ration.  said:  The  corporation 
members  felt,  after  receiving 
their  report,  that  this  was  fee 
correct  and  appropriate  action 
to  take." 

The  lecturers’  union  Natfee, 
whose  members  had  criticised 
Mr  Preston'S  management 
style,  welcomed  the  decision. 
The  union  had  carried  out  a 
staff-  survey  after  receiving 
several  complaints  from  lec¬ 
turers,  whose  morale  was  said 
to  be  very  low.  A  union  official 
said:  “I  don't  think  fee  two 
could  have  gone  back  to  fee 
college  and  operated  success¬ 
fully.  Some  90  per  cent  of  the 
staff  were  critical  of  Mr  Pres¬ 
ton  and  there  were  loads  of 
complaints  about  bullying 
and  dictatorial  style.  The  staff 
were  very  against  them," 

Mr  Preston  moved  from  a 
Buckinghamshire  college, 
where  Mrs  Chandler  was  his 
deputy,  to  Stokeon-Trent  in 

1993.  She  followed  him  in 

1994.  Doctors’  side  notes  for  ■ 
fee  pair  were  received  in 
September  and  cover  fee  per¬ 
iod  up  to  early  next  month. 
But  it  was  then  d  aimed  they 
had  been  renovating  fee 
Dymock  Arms  for  about  three 
months.  Mrs  Chandler  was 
said  to  have  told  customers 
that  turnover  had  trebledin  12 
weeks. 

Mr  Preston  and  Mis  Chan¬ 
dler  could  not  be  contacted  for 
comment  At  Che  Dymock 
Arms.  Ietzan  Janes  said  he  had 
been  appointed  manager  two- ' 

months  ago. 


Sisters  embark  on  modelling  careers  after  screen  debut  in  The  Odyssey 


rjrs: 


Sister  act:  Nifa  Hindes.  left,  and  Nfshan  in  Fronds  Ford  Coppola’s  film  of  The  Odyssey.  From  top,  the  twins  aged  eight  months,  eight  years  and  in  the  Brownies 

Twin  sirens  postpone  university  for  the  catwalk 


ByCabolMidgley  - 

TWIN  sisters  who  found  stardom 
after  being  cast  in  a  Hollywood 
film  of  Homer'S  The  Odyssey  said 
yesterday  feat  they  were  postponing 
fear  university  stndies  to  become 
models. 

Nuhan  and  Nifa  Hindes,  18. 
have  been  signed-try,  fee  fashion 
houses  DKMY,  Ghost  and  Bed  or 
Dead  only  four  months  after  pass? 
ing  three  A  Levels  each.  Hie  sisten, 
who  have  a  Fijian  Indian  mother, 
and  English  father;  are  both  tifttalL 

Huy  were  i  emitted  to  play  the 
sedndive  sirens  in  Frauds  Ford 
Coppab’s  film  because  of  their 
ddaKfive  knl^  llKy  travelled  to" 


Turkey  to  make  the  film  wife  fee 
actresses  Greta  Scacefai  and  Isabel¬ 
la  RosseDinL 

Yesterday,  at  their  family  home  in 
Stroud,  Gloucestershire,  they  said 
they  bad  been  deluged  wife  offers 
of  modelling  work  and  had  already 
appeared  in  Vogue  and  Cosmopoli¬ 
tan.  They  have  left  borne  to  rent  a 
fiat  together  in  London  after  being 
signed  fay  Storm,  fee  model  agency 
which  “discovered"  Kate  Moss. 
However,  their  mother,  Janifa,  44, 
hopes  feat  they  will  take  np  their 
phff«  to  read  media  studies  at 
Exeter  University  next  year. 

Nishan  said:  TVe  can’t  believe 
wfaat  has  happened  to  us  in  Just  a 
few  months  and,. because  we  are 


enjoying  it  so  much  and  financially 
it  has  been  so  good,  it  is  an 
opportunity  we  can't  msn.  We 
auditioned  and  got  fee  part  of  two 
sirens,  whidi  was  amazing. 

“We  only  knew  we  were  going  to 
Milan  the  day  before;  and  fee 
filming  in  Turkey  was  at  a  week's 
notice.  We  have  been  in  loads  of 
magazines  and  advertisements  and, 
even  though  we  had  our  doubts 
about  London,  people  have  been 
so  nice  we  now  fed  comfortable 
with  iL  ;  . 

“Storm  keep  us  pretty  busy — and 
keep  an  eye  on  ns  —  and  we  have 
lots  of  family  in  London.  It's  been 
■  fantastic  ju, get. back  to  see  fee 
family  hoT  for  Christmas  as  we 


haven’t  seen  them  as  much  as  we’d 
like  recently.'*  Most  of  fee  twins* 
work  is  as  a  double  act.  "We  do 
pretty  much  everything  together, 
although we  have  separate  friends," 
Nishan  said.  “Fortunately,  we  get 
on  reaOy  wefl.  The  future's  very 
open  at  the  moment 

“It  all  depends  how  this  year 
goes.  I  think  if  and  when  we  do  stop 
it  will  be  a  joint  derision.  I  can't 
imagine  one  of  ns  going  off  to 
university  without  fee  other.  The 
New  Year  is  looking  brilliant  We 
are  off  to  Dusseldorf  on  the  catwalk 
in  January.  1  would  recommend  - 
anybody  finding  themselves  in  our 
situation  to  do  fee  same." 

Sarah  Doukas,  head  of  Storm. 


said:  They  are  two  of  fee  most 
exciting  girls  I  have  ever  seen.  They 
are  alrrady  approaching  super- 
model  status  and.  if  they  want  to 
continue  in  this  business,  there  is 
nothing  they  can't  achieve. 

"I  took  one  look  at  Nifa  and 
Nishan  and  signed  them  immed¬ 
iately.  They  arc  absolutely  gorgeous 
and  are  totally  natural.  They  walk 
tike  dreams  and  they  have  bodies 
to  die  for. 

“People  are  going  mad  for  them. 
Twins  can  be  a  novelty,  but  usually 
one  is  a  little  better  than  fee  other. 
Wife  Nishan  and  Nifa  there  isn't 
that  problem,  which  makes  them 
unique.  They  are  so  gorgeous  they 
stop  traffic"  ' 


Donations 
for  charity 
are  stolen 

Thieves  stole  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  collected  by  a  charity  for 
distribution  to  the  hungry, 
elderly  and  handicapped  in 
Russia.  They  broke  into  two 
lorry  trailers  parked  outside  a 
hall  being  used  as  a  collection 
point  at  Seven  MOe  Strait, 
near  Templepa  trick,  Co  An¬ 
trim.  Last  year,  diesel  from 
tracks  was  syphoned  off  the 
night  before  the  Eschol  Trust 
convoy  set  off  on  the  crip  and 
in  1992  about  £2,000  worth  of 
goods  were  stolen. 

Couple  die  in  fire 

An  elderly  couple  died  in  a  fire 
despite  their  grandson’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  rescue  them.  William 
George,  who  was  in  his  eight¬ 
ies.  could  not  be  revived  after 
being  carried  from  the  flat  in 
Plymouth  by  David  Hay¬ 
worth,  24.  He  could  not  reach 
Mr  George's  wife.  Vera,  83. 

Castle  dosed 

Nottingham  Castle  will  be 
dosed  to  the  public  until 
Monday  after  a  burst  water 
main  sent  boulders  from  the 
castle  cliff  tumbling  on  to  a 
city  street  below.  Rslice  said: 
“It  was  lucky  h  was  a  quiet 
day,  otherwise  someone  might 
have  been  injured." 

Teenager  returns 

A  teenager  missing  for  more 
than  three  months  returned 
home  on  Christmas  Eve. 
Kirsty  Mcllvar.  15.  vanished 
from  her  home  in  Gourock. 
Strathclyde,  on  September  17. 
No  reason  far  her  disappear¬ 
ance  or  where  she  has  been 
staying  has  been  given. 

Trouser  thieves 

Thieves  stole  30  pairs  erf 
trousers  while  two  rugby 
teams  were  out  on  the  pitch. 
Cash  and  valuables  worth 
£1300  were  stolen  from  a  side 
from  BOlingham,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  and  from  another  team 
playing  five  miles  at  Seaton 
Carew. 

Dog  in  a  flap 

Firemen  had  to  cut  free  a  12- 
stone  St  Bernard  after  its  head 
became  stuck  in  a  cat  flap. 
Three-year-old  Freddie  was 
trapped  in  the  door  for  four 
hours  after  trying  to  chase  the 
family  cat  into  fee  garden  of 
their  owner’s  house  in  Basing¬ 
stoke,  Hampshire. 
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Mink  lose  ground 
as  otters  return 
to  the  riverbank 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


OTTERS  are  putting  the  alien 
mink  to  rout  on  Britain's 
river  banks.  In  the  process, 
they  are  throwing  a  lifeline  to 
their  small  and  endangered 
neighbour,  the  water  vole. 

Studies  by  the  Northumber¬ 
land  WDdlife  Trust  show  that 
growth  in  the  otter  population 
in  northeast  England  is  going 
hand  in  hand  with  a  decline  in 
the  numbers  of  predatory  wild 
mink.  “As  otters  dedined. 
mink  tended  to  move  into  their 
territary.”  Lisa  Kerslake,  the 
mist's  conservation  manager 
said.  “But  where  otters  and 
mink  are  in  competition  for 
the  same  habitat,  the  otters 
will  win  out.  We  have  seen 
some  quite  dramatic  falls  in 
mink  numbers  where  otters 
are  on  the  increase." 

Mink  were  introduced  to 
Britain  from  North  America 
in  the  1920s  to  be  reared  for 
their  fur.  Many  escaped  bom 
farms  to  establish  themselves 
on  riverbanks.  where  they 
proved  efficient  predators  ca¬ 
pable  of  pursuing  water  voles 
into  the  water  and  even  into 
their  burruws. 

In  a  survey  last  year  on  all 
the  main  rivers  in  Northum¬ 
berland.  the  trust  found  signs 
of  otter  presence  at  70  per  cent 
of  the  sites  visited,  compared 
with  only  23  per  cent  four 
years  earlier.  Otter  recovery 
was  particularly  good  on  the 


Mink:  took  advantage 
of  the  otter's  decline 

Till.  Ain.  Coquet,  Wans  beck 
and  Tyne. 

The  otter,  once  dose  to 
extinction,  has  been  returning 
to  other  parts  of  England.  A 
study  published  earlier  this 
year  by  the  Vincent  Wildlife 
Trust  looked  at  3.188  sites  all 
over  England  and  found 
strong  evidence  that .  oners 
were  recolonising  long-desert¬ 
ed  haunts. 

In  the  course  of  die  study, 
researchers  revisited  many 
sites  that  had  been  monitored 
in  an  earlier  survey  in  the  late 
1970s.  Twenty-three  per  cent  of 
these  sites  showed  signs  of 
being  occupied  by  otters,  com¬ 
pared  with  only  6  per  cent  two 
decades  ago. 

Otters  are  elusive  at  the  best 


of  times  and  betray  their 
presence  mainly  by  their  paw 
prints  and  their  black,  tar-like 
droppings,  known  as  spraints. 
The  creatures  were  seen  as 
pests  by  anglers  and  were 
hunted  with  dogs  until  well 
after  the  Second  World  War. 

During  the  1950s  and  1960s, 
orga nochlorine  pesticides 
such  as  DDT,  dieldrin  and 
aldrin  took  a  heavy  toll,  drain¬ 
ing  off  arable  Gelds  into  rivers 
and  accumulating  in  the  fatty 
tissue  of  eels,  the  Otter'S  fa¬ 
vourite  food.  The  chemicals 
slowly  gathered  in  the  bodies 
of  the  otters  themselves,  im¬ 
pairing  their  abiGty  to 
reproduce. 

Philip  Wayre,  founder  of  the 
Otter  Trust  at  Ears  ham.  Nor¬ 
folk,  said  the  banning  of  such 
pesticides  has  probably  been 
the  single  biggest  reason  for 
the  creatures'  recovery.  “Even 
in  a  heavily  farmed  area  such 
as  East  Anglia,  where  otters 
were  down  to  single  figures  at 
one  point  there  are  now 
several  hundred,"  he  said. 

Otters  were  also  affected  by 
the  tidying  of  riverbanks,  but 
more  ecologically  sensitive 
management  has  helped  to 
improve  their  habitat  and  that 
of  other  riverine  creatures, 
such  as  the  water  vole,  the 
much-loved  Ratty  of  Kenneth 
Grahame's  The  Wind  in  the 
Willows. 


The  orphaned  otter  cub,  named  Jarvis,  safety  in  the  hands  of  Jane  Jones  at  her  home  near  Brecon 

Orphaned  cub  thought  it  was  a  duck 


LIFE  can  be  confusing  for  a  baby  otter 
without  a  mother.  For  a  three-month- 
old  cub.  called  Jarvis  fay  its  rescuers,  it 
led  to  an  identity  crisis. 

After  its  mother  was  killed  by  a  car  the 
tired  and  hungry  infant  was  discovered 
waddling  after  a  dude  Yesterday  the 
orphaned  cub  was  being  cared  for  fay 
members  of  a  mid-Wales  wildlife  group, 
who  had  found  it  ebasing  the  reluctant 
foster  parent 

The  group  had  launched  a  two-day 
search  for  the  otter  after  its  mother  was 


found  dead  on  the  A40  near  the  River 
Usk  outside  Brecon,  Powys.  Diane 
Russel!  administrator  of  Brecknock 
WDdlife  Trust  that  helped  to  organise 
the  search,  said:  “From  the  results  of  the 
autopsy  we  could  teD  that  the  mother 
had  had  a  Utter  very  recently.  The  otter 
group  members  used  their  knowledge  of 
the  river  to  try  to  find  die  cubs  but  there 
was  no  sign  of  them. 

Then,  by  a  stroke  of  luck,  someone 
saw  Jams  tinting  after  a  duck  wad¬ 
dling  down  a  lane.  After  spending  four 
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Criminal 

« 

experts  to 
test  saintly 
mystery 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 

A  TEAM  of  criminal  patholo¬ 
gists  is  to  examine  a  casket  of 
bones  to  try  to  determine 
whether  drey  are  those  of  St 
David,  the  patron  saint  of 
Wales.  The  casket  was  discov¬ 
ered  by  workmen  behind  the 
high  altar  of  St  David's  Cathe¬ 
dral  in  the  last  century. 

Church  authorities  have 
given  permission  for  Profes¬ 
sor  Bernard  Knight  and  the 
surgeon  Colin  Dent,  who  both 
worked  on  the  Frederick  and 
Rosemary  West  murders,  to 
take  part  in  the  investigation. 
They  will  use  the  methods  they 
employed  to  identity  the 
Wests'  victims  to  find  out  if  the 
bones  belonged  to  St  David. 
DNA  tests  will  be  compared 
with  those  carried  out  on  the 
saint's  mother.  St  Non,  who  is 
buried  in  France. 

:  her  home  near  Brecon  The  casket  has  been  taken  to 

Oxford  University  where  sci- 
‘  _  _  ^  At  •  artists  at  Keble  College  will 

r£)  C  5)  ft  1 1  mf  date  the  bones  using  a  radio- 

Cl-tJ  UWV<1\  carbon  accelerator  unit 

Dr  Len  Noakes.  one  of  the 
on  his  own  he  was  fired,  hungry  scientists  working  on  the 
confused  —  and  he  probably  project  said:  "I  would  love  to 
rfat  the  duck  was  has  mother."  ‘  .  think  they  are  the  bones  of  St 

vis  was  handed  to  Gareth  and  Jane  David.  He  was  reputedly  a  tall 
;  otter  group  members,  and  is  now  man  and  our  early  findings 
fed  on  small  fish.  In  the  new  year  show  the  bones  belonged  to  a 
be  taken  to  an  otter  sanctuary  In  man  over  6ft  talL" 
ind.  It  is  hoped  that  six  to  nine  St  David  died  in  either  589 
Its  later  it  can  be  returned  to  the  .  or  590  after  preaching  on  a 
>  of  the  Usk.  Mr  Jones,  of  pilgrimage  through  Wales 
orse,  near  Brecon,  said:  “He'S  a  and  England.  According  to 
friendly  and  inquisitive  creature,  legend  he  died  on  March  1,  St 
all  miss  him  when  he  goes."  David’s  Day. 


days  on  his  own  he  was  fired,  hungry 
and  confused  —  and  he  probably 
thought  the  duck  was  has  mother." 

Jarvis  was  handed  to  Gareth  and  Jane 
Jones,  otter  group  members,  and  is  now 
befog  fed  on  small  fish.  In  the  new  year 
it  will  betaken  to  an  otter  sanctuary  in 
Scotland.  It  is  hoped  that  six  to  nine 
months  later  it  can  be  returned  to  the 
banks  of  the  Usk.  Mr  Jones,  of 
liangorse,  near  Brecon,  said:  “He'S  a 
very  friendly  and  inquisitive  creature. 
Well  all  miss  him  when  he  goes." 
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The  African  elephant  In  danger,  despite  ivory  ban 

Ivory  poachers 
prey  on  greed 
and  ignorance 


By  Daniel  McGrory 


WITH  guns  and  machetes, 
African  villagers  slaughtered 
an  entire  herd  of  330  ele¬ 
phants,  including  many  preg¬ 
nant  females  and  calves. 

The  poaching  gang  who  or¬ 
ganised  the  kill  in  the 
Mouadie  Forest  on  Congo's 
border  with  Gabon  had  per¬ 
suaded  (he  locals  they  were 
doing  nothing  wrong,  as  the 
international  ban  on  the  ivory 
trade  was  to  be  lifted. 

Sue  Fisher,  head  of  conser¬ 
vation  for  the  charity  Tusk 
Force;  which  backs  anti- 
poaching  projects,  said: 
“Once  there  is  even  a  rumour 
that  the  ban  is  to  be  lifted,  the 
poachers  waste  no  time.  The 
network  is  in  place,  from 
those  who  track  elephants  to 
the  men  with  the  guns;  the 
smugglers  and  the  ivory 
carvers."  She  added:  “When 
one  nation  proposes  lifting 
the  ban,  others  suffer.  In  1994, 
Sudan  wanted  a  relaxation 
and  elephants  were  poadied 
as  far  away  as  India." 

Before  the  ban  was  im¬ 
posed.  in  1989,  the  number  of 
African  elephants  had  more 
than  halved.  Even  now  the 
poaching  continues  and  fewer 
than  580.000  remain. 

Zimbabwe,  Namibia  and 
Botswana  are  arguing  that 
next  years  conference  of  the 
Convention  on  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Trade  in  Endangered 
Species  (Cites)  should  lift  the 
ban.  Zimbabwe,  which  is 


hosting  the  conference,  has 
been  embarrassed  by  revela¬ 
tions  that  up  to  a  third  of  the 
ivory  it  has  stockpiled  has 
vanished  and  that  some  of  it 
has  been  smuggled  to  the  Far 
East  where  the  trade  is  still 
thriving.  The  demand  for 
ivory  has  ail  but  collapsed  in 
Europe  and  America,  now 
that  file  conservationists' 
message  has  got  through. 

The  rangers  who  protect  the 
animals  are  outnumbered 
and  outgunned  by  gangs  with 
automatic  weapons.  In  the 
first  half  of  1996,  three  rangers 
from  the  Zambian  National 
Parks  and  Wildlife  Service 
were  killed  and  two  seriously 
wounded  and  578  guns.  5.000 
wire  snares  and  223  tusks 
seized.  In  Namibia  there  is  so 
little  funding  for  law  enforce¬ 
ment  against  rhinoceros 
poachers  that  rangers  have 
kept  suspects  in  their  homes 
until  they  could  take  them  to 
court. 

Swaziland  lost  70  per  cent 
of  its  wildlife  between  1987 
and  1992.  and  30  rangers  have 
been  recruited  to  protect  the 
remaining  elephants  and  rhi¬ 
nos.  The  chief  ranger.  Petros 
Ngomane.  has  survived  being 
shot  at  and  having  petrol 
bombs  thrown  into  his  home. 

Ms  Fisher  said:  “Without 
their  dedication  there  is  no 
doubt  that  many  species 
would  be  extinct  in  many 
parts  of  the  world." 


Tusk  Force  Appeal 

J  endosc  a  cheque/  postal  order  (payable  to  Tusk  Forocj  for  L — 
Or.  pksuc  debit  my  Visa  /  Acscs*  /  Mastercard  account 


Expiry  date - Today's  dale . _ 

Signature  _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . 

NAME  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS _ _ _ 

- . - - POSTCODE _ _ 

DAYTIME  PHONE  No . . . . . .. . . . . . 

To  make  an  instant  credit  card  donation,  or  for  information,  pka.se 
phone  G345  4  Ho  16  flow  cosfl.  or  send  this  coupon  with  jour  dona tion  id: 


Tusk  Force 
PO  Box  290 
Wetberby 
Yorks  LS237XL 

Reg.  Charity  No.  KE2hS3 

Please  note  a  donation  of  £250 or  more 
is  worth  a  third  as  much  again  through  Oift 
Aid  as  we  can  claim  back  the  tax. 

C  Tick  here  if  >tju  would  lie  a  receipt 
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Prom  Ian  Brodie  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  Clinton  is  pre- 
.  paring  to  seize  the  initiative  in 
next  year’s  budget  battle  with 
a  plan  to  balance  the  books  by 
2002  and  also  deliver  tax 
relief. 

Sceptical  Republicans  who 
hold  a  majority  in  Congress 
are  waiting  for  details  of  his 
plan  before  offering  their  own. 
The  President  had  invited 
them  to  join  the  deliberations 
last  month,  but  they  fumed 
him  down.  White  House  bud¬ 
get  officials  and  Mr  Clinton 
have  pressed  ahead  in  recent 
days  to  fashion  their  own 
proposals. 

The  two  sides  are  unlikely  to 
be  as  confrontational  as  a  year 
ago,  when  deadlock  over  iry- 
ing  to  eliminate  the  budget 
deficit  led  to  the  Republicans 
twice  shutting  down  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  a  tactic  that  came 
back  to  haunt  them  during  the 
election. 

Without  any  similar  cam¬ 
paign  pressures,  Mr  Clinton 
and  the  Republicans  ought  to 
find  their  goals  have  more  In 
common,  although  there  will 
undoubtedly  be  tights  over 
how  to  achieve  them.  .. 

Mr  Clinton’s  aim  is  to 
protect  government  entitle¬ 
ments  for  the  elderly  and  the 
needy  while  giving  tax  breaks 
to  the  middle  Has*  Republi¬ 
cans  will  also  claim  to  have 


taxpayers'  interests  at -heart, 
but  wifl  fight  to  retain  welfare, 
cuts  that  they  forced  oh  a 
reluctant .  Mr  -  Clinton  ‘  last 
August  ■  r 

Mr  Qinton  is  expected  to 
step  boldly  into"  the  welfare 
controversy’  by  proposing  to 
restore  $16  billion  (£9  billion) 
of  the  $55.  billion  tint  was 
chopped  put  One  -  option 
would'  allow  immigrant  child¬ 
ren  to  remain  eligible  for 
welfare  benefits.  Mr  Clinton 
will  also  try  again  to  ran  in 
Medicare  —  the  national 
health,  service  for  the  elderly 
that  is  threatened  with  bank¬ 
ruptcy  —  but  with  less  draco¬ 
nian  savings  than  the 
Republicans  want 

His  new  budget,  due  to  be 
unveiled  early  in  February, 
win  propose  $130  billion  in  tax 
relief  over  the  next  five  years, 
including  a  $500  per  child  tax 
credit  deductions  to  pay  for 
college  expenses  and  elimina¬ 
tion.  of  capital  gains  taxes  on 
sales  of  homes  worth  less  than 
$500,000. 

All  these  ideas  were  pro¬ 
posed  by  Mr  Cfinton  during 
hjs  campaign  for  re-election. 
He  pereuaded  voters  they 
were  better  for  the  economy 
titan  Bob  Dole’s  more  gener¬ 
ous  15  per  cent  tax  cut  But  the 
benefits  may  only  be  tempo¬ 
rary,  because  the  Clinton  bud¬ 


get:  indoles  a  controversial 
“trigger"  mechanism  that 
would  eliminate  certain  tax 
breaks  ^  in  .  2001  to  ensure 
balancing  the  budget  by  2002. 

:  The- President  proposed  a 
"  similar  device  last  year  and 
was  attadced  by  Republicans 
who  saw  the  equivalent  of  a 
conjuror's  trick  in  offering  the 

■  promise  of  lax  relief  only  to 
make  it  disappear.  They  por¬ 
trayed  him  as  unwilling  to 
accept  tougher  spending  cuts. 

.The 'White  House  parries 
the  criticism  by  saying  the 
“trigger*  is  needed  to  meet  the 
priority  that  Mr  Clinton 
shares  with  the  Republicans  of 
reducing  the  budget  deficit  to 
zero  by  2062.  two  years  after 
he  will  have  left  office.  He  has 
already  made  great  strides, 
the  deficit  having  gone  down 
from  $290  billion  when  he  was 
first  elected  in  1992  to  $107 
billion  now. 

Mr  Clinton  has  rejected  one 
idea  to  save  $]  trillion  over  12 
years.  He  will  not  propose 

■  trimming  the  annual  cost  of 
living  increases  received  by  60 
million  Americans  in  social 
security  pensions  and  other 
government  benefits.  Econo¬ 
mists  say  the  savings  are 
possible  if  he  accepts  that  the 
Government’s  consumer  price 
index  overstates  inflation  by  1 
per  cent  a  year. 
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After  eight  years  of  preparation  work.  Graham  Hawkes  pilots  Deep  Flight  1  in  Monterey  Bay  while  Eric  Hobson,  a  colleague,  hitches  a  ride 

British  inventor  plumbs  the  depths  on  maiden  trip 


From  Giles  Whittell 

IN  RICHMOND,  CALIFORNIA 

LOOKING  like  an  overfed 
cruise  missile,  the  brainchild 
of  one  of  the  world’s  leading 
ocean  explorers  sits  in  a 
workshop  on  the  edge  of  San 
Francisco  Bay,  waiting  to 
spawn. 

Deep  Flight  /,  built  for  $1 
million  (£600,000)  by  British 


expatriate  Graham  Hawkes, 
is  the  first  "hydrobatic"  mini¬ 
submarine.  After  almost  a 
decade  of  toil  and  tinkering, 
tiie  nervous  designer  was 
strapped  face-down  into  its 
Perspex  nose  cone  for  a  maid¬ 
en  voyage  in  Monterey  Bay 
that  proved  ‘‘harrowing’'  but 
triumphant 

“At  first  the  water  was 
murky  and  I  had  no  idea 


which  way  up  1  was."  he  said. 
“But  when  it  cleared  and  1 
saw  the  bottom  for  the  first 
time  it  was  magic;  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  truth  after  eight 
years." 

The  bespectacled  Mr  Haw¬ 
kes  is  an  unlikely  pilot  of  a 
machine  worthy  of  James 
Bond,  but  an  ambitious  one. 
In  Deep  Flight 2,  which  so  far 
exists  only  on  the  drawing 
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board  and  will  take  $7  million 
to  achieve,  he  hopes  to  “fly"  11 
miles  down  to  the  inky  abyss 
of  the  Marianas  Trench  and 
to  “blast  along  the  mid-ocean 
ridge"  that  encircles  (he  globe 
10,000ft  underwater.  In  the 
process  he  means  to  discover 
the  two  thirds  of  the  plane! 
mankind  has  never  seen. 

“A  terrestrial  explorer 
would  probably  have  to  tie  his 
legs  together  and  hop  back¬ 
wards  to  the  North  Pole  to  do 
anything  new,"  Mr  Hawkes 
said.  “But  under  the  surface  of 
the  ocean  you  have  to  go  out 
of  your  way  to  see  anything 
that’s  been  seen  before.  Nine¬ 
ty-five  per  cent  of  life  on  Earth 
is  aquatic  and  half  of  it  is  still 
unknown  to  science." 

The  Marianas  in  the  west¬ 
ern  Pacific  have  been 
plumbed  before,  when  Jac¬ 
ques  Piccard  and  US  Navy 
Lieutenant  'Don  Walsh  de¬ 
scended  to  35.800ft  (nearly 
two  miles  lower  than  Mt 
Everest  is  high)  m  their  cum¬ 
bersome  steel  bathyscaph,  the 
Trieste,  in  I960. 

The  only  competition  for 
Mr  Hawkes  in  his  quest  to 
return  there  by  the  end  of  the 


century  is  a  $500  million 
attempt  by  Japan  to  develop  a 
new  generation  of  unmanned 
submersibles. 

This  mild-mannered  engi¬ 
neer  from  Tooting,  south 
London,  is  convinced  natural 
wonders  and  possibly  a  finan¬ 
cial  bonanza  await  the  first 
real  conqueror  of  the  deep. 
Science  tends  to  support  him: 
huge  gashes  on  surfacing 
sperm  whales  have  satisfied 
experts  that  giant  squid  never 
seen  by  people  grow  up  to  70ft 
long  beyond  the  reach  of 
sunlight  Mineral  bounties 
may  also  litter  the  ocean  floor. 
Submersibles  attached  to 
mother  ships  have  already 
stumbled  on  nodules  of  pure 
manganese  and  thermal  vents 
along  the  mid-ocean  ridge. 

Deep  Flight  f,  a  cross 
between  a  deep-sea  diving 
suit  and  a  conventional  sub¬ 
marine,  can  dive,  climb,  turn 
and  roll  thanks  to  fins  and 
twin  motors  driven  by  the 
equivalent  of  20  car  batteries. 
Mr  Hawkes  believes  that 
within  three  years  he  wall  be 
able  to  offer  access  to  Earth's 
last  frontier  for  a  fraction  of 
the  cost  of  his  Japanese  rivals. 


US  drive 
to  boycott 
sweatshop 
clothing 

From  Tom  Rhodes 

IN  WASHINGTON 


A  COALITION  of  American 
federal  agencies,  religious  and 
community  groups  is  cam¬ 
paigning  to  prevent  Ameri¬ 
cans  from  buying  clothing 
made  in  the  sweatshops  of  the 
Third  World. 

Consciousness  has  not  been 
raised  so  much  by  the  coali¬ 
tion,  however,  as  by  revela¬ 
tions  involving  Kathie  Lee 
Gifford,  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  queens  of  daytime  tele¬ 
vision.  In  June,  Ms  Gifford, 
co-host  of  the  Regis  and 
Kaihie  Lee  Shew,  admitted 
that  a  clothing  line  bearing 
her  name  had  been  manufac¬ 
tured  by  under-paid  workers 
in  the  Third  World.  Within 
weeks  she  had  become  the 
fiercest  advocate  of  human 
rights  to  prevent  American 
consumers  from  buying  such 
goods. 

Flanked  by  Robert  Reich, 
the  Labour  Secretary,  a  tearful 
Ms  Gifford  said  shoppers 
needed  assurances  that  a 
product  had  not  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  an  “abusive  or  ex¬ 
ploitative"  manner. 

"We  want  to  shine  the  light 
on  the  cockroaches,  basically," 
she  said.  Last  week  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Labour  Committee, 
which  exposed  the  Gifford 
story,  targeted  the  Walt 
Disney  Company. 

The  organisation  claimed 
that  Haitian  workers  em¬ 
ployed  by  a  subcontractor  in 
the  Caribbean  were  earning 
E2  a  day  to  assemble  101 
Dalmatians  sweatshirts  and 
tracksuit  bottoms  that  sold  for 
almost  £16  in  the  United 
States.  Disney  says  its  Haitian 
workforce  is  paid  up  to  52 
cents  (3ip)  an  hour,  not  the  33 
cents  suggested. 


Ray:  dying  in  coma 
after  liver  failure 

Assassin 
to  be  ‘kept 
alive’  for 
legal  plea 

From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 


THE  family  of  James  Earl  Ray 
will  approve  life  support  in  an 
effort  to  keep  the  convicted 
assassin  of  Martin  Luther 
King  alive  until  a  court  hear¬ 
ing  that  they  hope  will  help  to 
dear  his  name. 

Ray,  68.  jailed  for  life  for 
shooting  the  civil  rights  leader 
in  1968,  remained  near  death 
in  a  coma  yesterday  with  liver 
failure.  His  brother,  Jerry, 
said  he  hoped  to  keep  him 
alive  for  a  court  hearing  in 
Memphis  an  February  20.  "If 
James  dies,  that  hearing  won’t 
happen,"  he  said.  “If  James 
dies,  he  goes  down  in  history 
as  Martin  Luther  King's  kill¬ 
er.  and  that  makes  the  whole 
Ray  family  look  bad." 

Ray's  lawyer  is  asking  the 
court  to  order  ballistic  tests  on 
a  rifle  which  was  found 
covered  with  Ray’s  finger¬ 
prints  after  King’s  murder. 
Ray  claims  he  was  framed  by 
a  mystery  accomplice  named 
“Raoui"  and  .  that  the  gun  is 
not  the  true  murder  weapon. 


Burglar  stuck  in  chimney 


New  York:  A  burglar  who 
tried  to'  make  a  Santa-style 
entrance  into  a  Baltimore 
supermarket  became  stuck  in 
the  chimney  (James  Bone 
writes). 

Dwayne  Terry,  33,  said  he 
was  hungry  and  derided  to 
wriggle  into  the  shop  on 
Christmas  morning  in  search 
of  food.  Police,  summoned  by 
an  anonymous  caller,  found 
him  lodged  2ft  down  tire 


chimney.  He  was  freed  by 
rescue  workers  and  charged 
by  police  with  attempted 
robbery. 

In  Dayton,  Ohio,  another 
suspected  burglar  was  found 
dead  in  the  oven  vent  of  a 
pizzeria.  A  maintenance 
worker  checking  out  the 
faulty  oven  found  the  body  of 
a  young  man  with  tattooed 
arms  after  spotting  a  shoe  on 
top  of  the  oven. 
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Milosevic  swamps 


Leaders  of 
protest 
fear  arrest 
in  new 
crackdown 


Bv  DESSATfeEVlSAN 

and  Ocr  Foreign  Staff 

FIVE  thousand  riot  police 
forced  opposition  demonstra¬ 
tors  off  the  streets  of  Belgrade 
yesterday  as  the  Serbian  Gov¬ 
ernment  cracked  down,  after 
five  weeks  of  protests  against 
President  Milosevic.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  other  police  were  also 
deployed  in  the  city. 

The  first  death  of  a  protester 
since  the  campaign  began  was 
confirmed  last  night  The  Ser¬ 
bian  Renewal  Movement  said 
that  Predrag  Starcevic,  39, 
was  savagely  beaten  by 
Milosevic  supporters  on 
Christmas  Eve  and  died  on 
Christmas  Day.  Another  dem¬ 
onstrator.  Ivica  Lazovic.  who 
was  shot  at  the  same  time,  is 
critically  ill. 

A  spokeswoman  far  the 
Zajedno  (Together)  opposition 
coalition  said  it  feared  its  three 
main  leaders  were  about  to  be 
arrested.  The  police  swamped 


A  Serbian  opposition  supporter  flashes  a  three-finger  salute  to  riot  police  cordoning  off  central  Belgrade  yesterday.  Demonstrators  shouted:  “We  are  all  in  prison  now.** 


central  Belgrade  to  enforce  an 
Interior  Ministry  ban  on 
marches  by  Zajedno  and  sepa¬ 
rate  protests  by  students 
against  the  widespread  rig¬ 
ging  of  local  election  results  by 
the  ruling  Socialist  Party. 
Police  ignored  a  march  by 
5,000  students  but  used  tough¬ 
er  tactics  with  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  by  about  30,000  Zajedno 


supporters.  They  forced  the 
demonstrators  into  a  pedestri¬ 
an  area  at  the  Republic  Square 
near  by.  hitting  those  who 
resisted  wirh  their  shields  and 
with  batons. 

Zajedno  said  that  the  riot 
police  blocked  off  all  the  main 
streets  so  that  protesters  had 
only  the  narrowest  of  access  to 
their  rallying  point.  The  oppo¬ 


sition  claimed  that  the  riot 
police  had  live  ammunition, 
and  that  the  authorities  in¬ 
tended  to  provoke  violence  as 
a  pretext  for  repression. 

Mr  Milosevic  sent  tanks 
into  the  streets  after  a  police¬ 
man  was  shot  dead  in  1991. 
and  Vuk  Draskovic,  a  key 
opposition  leader  and  his  wife 
Dana  were  arrested  after 


another  police  officer  died  in 
1993.  Demonstrators  yester¬ 
day  shouted:  “We  will  not 
respond  to  violence  with  vio¬ 
lence"  and  “We  are  all  in 
prison  now".  Protesters  whose 
route  was  blocked  walked  in 
circles  with  their  hands  be¬ 
hind  their  backs  symbolising 
files  of  prisoners.  Zajedno 
claimed  that  anti-Milosevic 


protests  were  taking  place  in 
more  than  50  towns  and  cities 
across  Serbia.  .  '  " 

At  least  58  people  were 
Injured  in  fighting  between 
police,  opposition  ,  and  Social¬ 
ist  Party  supporters  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  when  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  organised  a  counter¬ 
demonstration  outside .  the 
Zajedno  offices.  The  authori¬ 


ties  got  out  far  fewer  numbers- 
than  the  opposition,  but 
claimed  the  complete  reverse. 

The  three ,  Zajedno  leaders 
said  tp  be  threatened  with 
arrest  Mr  Draskovic,  Zoran 
pjindjic  and  Vesna  Fesic  — 
addressed  yesterday's  demon-  - 
strators  from  a  platform  in  the 
square.  Mr  Djindjic  said: 
“Can  you  imagine  a  country  in 


which,  after  losing  local  elec¬ 
tions,  its  President  tries  lo 
provoke  a  civil  war? 

Imagine  what  he  would  do  if 
he  lost  a  presidential  election 
-  provoke  a  world  warT* 

He  added:  “We  will  always 
manage  to  last  one  day  longer 
than  Milosevic.  They  simply 
cannot  keep  20,000  police  in 
Belgrade  every  day,  out .we 
can  hold  out  for  six  months  if 
necessaryi"  ... 

France  and  Germany  added 

to  the  criticism  of  Mr 
Milosevic,  already  voiced  by 
the  United.  States.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Administration  has 

warned  Mr  Milosevic  that  he 
risks  economic  reprisals  and 
continued  international  isola¬ 
tion  if  he  uses  violence  to 

restore  order. 

Mr  Milosevic  rejected  a 
request  for  an  emergency- 
meeting  from  Richard  Miles, 
the  American  charge  d’af¬ 
faires,  who  saw-  Milan 
Milutinovic,  the  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister.  instead  yesterday. 

D  Sarajevo:  Alija  Izetbegovic, 
Bosnia’s  Muslim  leader,  said 
last  night  that  popular  unrest 
in  Serbia  and  Croatia  would 
help  to  strengthen  his  coun¬ 
try^  independence.  “Both  situ¬ 
ations  are  creating  a  good 
environment  so  Bosnia-Herze- 
govina  can  stand  on  its  own 
Feet,"  he  said.  "Serbia  wffl  be 
preodaipiof  with"  itself  for  a 
long  time  and  not  with  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina  because  of  inter¬ 
nal  economic  and  social 
reasons."  (Reuter) 


Serbia’s  First  Lady  is  more  reviled  than  husband 


Mira  Markovic  poisonous  tongue 


By  DessaTrevisan 

THE  climactic  moment  throughout  the 
five  weeks  of  demonstrations  in  Belgrade 
comes  when  the  name  "Slobodan"  is 
yelled  through  the  microphones.  The 
booing  and  jeering  of  tens  of  thousands 
goes  on  for  ten  to  15  minutes,  demanding 
that  President  Milosevic  should  go  and 
comparing  him  to  President  Saddam 
Hussein  of  Iraq. 

That  of  his  wife.  Miijana  —  or  Mira  as 
she  is  popularly  known  —  evokes  even 
more  hatred.  When  the  protests  began, 
however.  Mira  Markovic,  as  she  prefers 
to  be  known,  was  on  tour  in  India  at  stale 
expense  promoting  her  latest  book,  a 
collection  of  her  magazine  diaries  that 
consist  of  a  mixture  of  political  thoughts, 
poetic  descriptions  of  family  life,  and 


venom  against  future  enemies,  often  her 
husband's  closest  party  associates,  al¬ 
ways  an  indication  that  they  are  on  their 
way  out 

While  she  was  away  in  India,  one  of 
the  protesting  students'  posters  read: . 
"You  are  safe  there,  they  don't  kill  cows  in 
India." 

She  has  a  girlish  voice  and  a  poisonous 
tongue,  and  it  is  believed  by  many  that  it 
was  Mira  who  masterminded  the  party 
coup  in  1987  which  ousted  her  husband’s 
mentor  and  friend  and  d eared  the  way 
for  him  to  take  Serbia  down  what  turned 
out  to  be  a  disastrous  road. 

A  former  friend  of  the  President's  wife, 
and  the  man  with  whom  she  founded  the 
League  of  Communists  for  Yugoslavia  in 
1990.  described  her  as  having  more 
control  over  Mr  Milosevic  than  an 


ordinary  person  can  imagine  The  former 
friend  said  MrMDosevicwas  the  weaker 
partner.  "In  that  tandem,  die  holds  the 
reins,  she  holds  the  handlebars  and 
Sloba  turns  the  pedals,"  he  said 

Whoever  holds  the  handlebars,  the  fad 
remains  that  Sloba  and  Mira  five  in  a 
world  totally  of  their  own;  the  kind  of 
claustrophobic  place  in  which  they  trust 
fewer  and  fewer  people  and  seem .  to 
believe  what  they  want  to,  a  Belgrade 
psychologist  said  Mr  Milosevic  suffers 
from  agoraphobia  and  the  psychologist 
said  his  condition  has  obviously  deep¬ 
ened  His  face  is  puffed  up  and  greenish- 
grey,  a  result  of  spending  most  of  his  time 
indoors. 

Mr  Milosevic  and  his  wife  personify 
the  regime;  they  are  the  party  and  the 
Government  and  they  appear  to  be 


oblivious  to  grim  realities. -Even  now,, 
after  more  than  100,000  people  daily 
have  been  marching  past'  his  windows 
for  a  month,  he  still  talks  of  people  in 
foreign  pay  and  foreign  agents  trying  lo 
destabilise  Serbia^. 

The  rhetoric  of  high-powered  national¬ 
ism  which  the  Serbian  leader  used  to 
utter  seven  years  ago  has  now  changed 
into  typical  Communist  jargon,  with  the 
emphasis  on  forces  of  the  Left  who  are 
providing  the  best  solutions  told  Who  are' 
going  to  win  in  the  end  Mira  Markovic 
leads  the  small  party  called  United  Leftof 
Yugoslavia  (JULJ,  which  aligned  ifedf 
with  her  husband's  Socialist  Party.  In 
effect  she  also  runs  her  husband’s  party, 
since  anyone. who  opposed,  the  party 
alliance  -  was  soon  ousted  from  any 
position.. 


Slobodan  Milosevic  agoraphobic 
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From  Adam  Sage  '... 
in  fajus  '  / 

THE  WORLD’S  most  presti¬ 
gious  dessert  wine  is  at  the 
centre  of  a  feud  that  has  split 
one  of  France's  best-known 
aristocratic  families  and  set  off 
alarm  bells  throughout 
Bordeaux. 

Chateau  dYquem,  consid¬ 
ered  by  many  experts  as  the 
world’s  finest  wane,  has  been . 
dragged  off  its  pedestal  into 
controversy  by  a  takeover  bid. 

The  French  luxury  goods 
group.  LMVH,  wants  to  buy 
the  Ch&teau  from  the  Lur 
Saluces  family,  which  has 
owned  it-  since  1711.  With 
recent  vintages  selling  for  at 
least  FrTOO  (£83)  and  19th- 
century  vintages  fetching 
about  Fr7.000,  Yquem  would  . 
be  die  jewel  in  the  group's  - 
crown. 

Marque  Eug£ne  de  Lur 
Saluces  is  kern  to  sell  a 
comrofling  stake  for  about 
Fr550  million. 

.  His  brother, '.  Count 
Alexandre  de  Lur.  Saluces. 
does  not  want  to  sell  at  any 
price.,  -• ; 

The  consequence  is  a  dis¬ 
pute  of  an  intensity  not  seen  in 
Yquem  since  tbe  French  Revo¬ 
lution,  when  republicans 
wanted  to  expropriate  the 
Chdceau  but  were  fought  off 
by  Countess  Frarwprise  de  Lur 
Saluces.  owner  of  the  vine¬ 
yards  after  her  husband,  . 
Louis- Am  edte.  fell  off  a  horse 
and  died  in  178S.  - 

Forgetting  centuries  erf  aris¬ 
tocratic  discretion,  the  two 
brothers  have  been  at  logger- 
heads  since  LMVH  an¬ 
nounced  in  November  that  it 
had  bought  a  controllins  stake 
in  the  102  'hectares  rf  vine¬ 
yards  in  the  Sautemes  area 
south  of  Bordeaux. 

The  marquis  says  he  has  the 
agreement  of  other  members 
of  the  family  to  sell  about  55 


Chateau  d’Yquero:  seen 
by  many  as  world’s  best 

per  cent  of  their  shares  to 
LMVH,  which  owns  Christian 
Dior  perfumes  and  Moet  et 
Chandorr  champagne.:  . 

But  the  count  claims  the 
shares  cannot  be  sold  without 
his  approval,  and  this  week 
began  action  in  tile  French 
dvO  courts  to  block  file  take¬ 
over.  "Yquem  must  not  be 
relegated  to  the  rank  of  a 
banal  commercial  product," 
he  said.  .  ... 

LMYHi  which  owns  vine¬ 
yards  inanumber  of  countries 
but  not  France,  would  apply 
policies  "incompatible  with 
those  that  have  always  pre¬ 
vailed  at  Yquem  and  which 
are  designed  to  produce  a 
wine  of  exceptional  quality”/, 
die  count  says. 

His  supporters  say  his  fam¬ 
ily  has  always  shied  away 
from  commercial  techniques 
and  has  not  hesitated  to 
discard  unworthy  vintages. 


r  ;  FromReuter 
.  IN  n&NKFURT 

GERMAN-  police  said  a 
Frankfurt  woman  who  killed 
herself  and  two  women  in  a 
Christinas  Eve  church  bomb 
altackwas  undergoing  psychi¬ 
atric  treatment, 

A  pofice  spokesman  said  the 
49-year-old  woman  had  been 
separated  for  the  past  year 
from  her  husband,  who  lived 
with  their  nin&year-old 
daughter.  The  family  had  once 
lived  in '  Frankfurt  near  the 
scene  of  the  attack. 

"I  believe  her  motives  were 
personal."  said  Peter  Bor- 
chardt,  a  Frankfurt  police 
spokesman.  “We  have  ruled 
out  a  terrorist  or  political 
motive.  It  appears  to  be  a 
suicide.  " 

The  other  victims,  two  sis¬ 
ters  aged  59  and  61,  were 
sitting  near  the  bomber  in  a 
rear  pew  when  the  blast  shook 
the  small  stone  church  in  the 
western  Frankfort  district  of 
Sindlingen,  shortly  before 
midnight. 

Thirteen  other  worshippers, 
including;  a  12-year-old  girl, 
were  badly  injured  when  the 
blast  sent  shrapnel,  oily  black 
smoke  and  bits  of  smashed 
pews  flying  through  the 
crowded  Protestant  church. 
The  _girte  condition  had 
stabilised  yesterday,  but  her 
mother  was  reported  to  be 
“extremely  critical". 

Police  did  not  know  if  the 
bomber’s  separation  from  her 
family  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  attack.  They  were 
tjuestioning  the  husband  yes¬ 
terday.  Hot  Borchardt  said 
police  believe  the  woman,  who 
set  off  two  hand  grenades 
strapped  to  her  abdomen,  did 
run  aim  to.  kill  many  people 
because  she  was  leaning  for¬ 
ward  in  a  crouched  position. 
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From  James  Pringle 
IN  HONG  KQNG 

THE  growing  warmth  in  the 
relationship  between  China 
and  Russia,  giant  neighbours 
once  deeply  suspicious  of 
each  other,  wfll  be  boosted  by 
an  official  visit  lo  Moscow  by 
Li  Peng,  the  Chinese  Prime 
Minister,  which  began 
yesterday.  • 

In  a  sign  of  the  burgeoning 
importance  of  renewed  Sino- 
Russian  ties  Mr  U.  who 
studied  engineering  in  tbe 


Soviet  Union  in  the  1950s.  is 
Scheduled  to  be  the  first 

foreign  leader  to  meet  Presi- . 
dent  Yeltsin  since  his  return  to 

work  last  Monday  after  heart 
surgery.  The  Chinese  should  ; 
thus  be  able  to  have  an  early 
firsthand  assessment  of  the 
Russian  leader's  health.  •  . 

:  Envoys  in  Pelting  said  Mr 
Ifs  vlat  would  pave  the  way... 
for  a  presidential  summit  in 
Mosww  next  year  between 
Mr  Yeltsin  and  President 
Jiang  Zemin  of  China.  The 
two  fosi  met  when  Mr. Yeltsin 


'  risked  Peking  last  April  when 
there  was^talk  of  a  "strategic 
paiLKUship”  between  tbe  two, 
although  both  presidents  said 
/this  did  not  mean  any  future 
;  alliance.  ■ 

Analysts  believe  that  one 
reas<®  the  two  states  are 
,  outwardly  showing  signs  of 
Srowng.  friendship  —  after 
Utree  decades  as  ideological 
toes  who  patched  up  their 
differences  only  in  1989— is  to 
,  Saunter-balance  American  in- 
both  in  the  Asia- 
ttwific  region  and  in  Europe. 
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finnly  embedded  in  medieval  past 


.IN  MARJtAKESH 

THE  medieval  world  still 
floarishcsitividly  in  Morocco, 
in  spite  of  the  ooantiy’s  giant 
strides  towards  modernity  its 
aversion  to  rid-fashioned  Is¬ 
lam  and  its  proximity  to 
Europe. 

This  world  is  nowhere  more 
ahve  than  in  Marrakesh,  a 
mere  two  bours  by  plane  from 
Madrid  and  only  three-and-a- 
half  hours  tram  London.  The 
dty,  home,  to  nearly  half  a 
million  people,  exudes  the 
essence  of  another  age  long 
consigned  in  Europe  to  hist- 
oiy  h°°ks,  encyclopaedias 
and  the  recesses  of  the 
imagination. 

The  medieval  nature  of 
Marrakesh  offers  important 
political  insights  into  Moroc¬ 
co,  Europe’s  nearest  neigh¬ 
bour  in  Africa  and  the  Arab 
world,  90  per  cent  of  whose 
exports  are  dependent  on  the 
European  market 

The  country’s  social  stabil¬ 
ity  is  a  strategic  concern  of  the 
first  older,  and  Europe's  dip¬ 
lomats  would  do  well  to  look 
beyond  the  well-groomed, 
francophone  veneer  of  their 
counterparts  in  Rabat  for 
insights  into  late  20th-century 
Morocco. 

The  souks  of  Marrakesh 
and.  above  all  the  startling 


A  snake  charmer  in  Marrakesh.  Whn±L  exudes  the  essence  of  an  age  long  consigned  in  Europe  to  history  books 


open-air  market  square  of  the 
Ppnaa  Bl  Fnaa,  offer  an  X-ray 
portrait  of  Morocco  thf  is.  to 
the  Western  observer,  disqui¬ 
eting  and  exhilarating. 

The  youth  of  the  country  — 
70  per  cent  of  the  population 
is  below  25  years  of-age  —  is 
apparent  in  the  Djmaa  El 
Fnaa.  The  square's  name 
means  '  “Assembly  of  '  the 
Dead”,  but  never  was  a  name 
more  inappropriate.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  young  men  mill 
about  goggle-eyed  with  curi¬ 


osity,  as  they  watch  the  noisy 
tumble  of  hawkers,  musi¬ 
cians.  acrobats,  snake-charm¬ 
ers,  fortune-tellers  and  touts 
go  about  their  ageold 
business. 

Blind  troubadours,  playing 
primitive  bowed  instruments 
from  the  desert  sing  lovelorn 
songs  of  beautiful  women  in 
distant  lairds,  as -grateful  pass¬ 
ers-by  press  coins  into  their 
bands,  tf  a  country’s  spirit 
resides  in  its  music;  Moroc¬ 
co's  has  changed  little  for 


centuries.  Old  Berber  women, 
their  mouths  modestly 
covered,  shuffle  grubby  Tarot 
cards  for  an  awe-struck  audi¬ 
ence,  mumbling  predictions 
that  draw  gasps  from  time  to 
time. 

That  wdtworn  Western  di- 
Che  of  the  "Orient"  {Morocco, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten,  is 
farther  west  than  Italy  and 
Greece)  is  present  everywhere 
in  the  Qjmaa  El  Foaa'is  snake- 
charmers.  Homed  vipers, 
sand  boas,  knots  and  cobras 


soldiers  to 


on 


Rrdm  Ross  Dunn  en  Jerusalem 


A  GROUP' of  radical  rabbis 
yesterday  called  on  Israeli 
soldiers  to  disobey  orders  to 
withdraw  from  Hebron,  even 
as  Yassir  Arafat,  the.  Palestin¬ 
ian  leader  .spoke  ofthe  troop 
pullout  being  imminent. 

Thtrabbis  said  Hebron,  bn  * 
the  West  Bank,  was  pari:  of  the 
land  given  to  the  Jews  by  God. 
Calling  themselves  "The  Rabr 
bis  Unite  for  the*  People  of 
Israel  and  the  Land  tf  Israel", 
the  group  said  it  was  forbid¬ 
den  under  Jewish  rgtigiqus 
law  to  hand' any  pqri l  of- this 
area  over  to  tiie  Itolestmians. 
There  were  fears  that  this 
could  place  seme  religiously 
observant  soldiers  in  thedj- 
lemma  of  having  to  <fooose 
between  God  and  country. 

Among  the  six  signatories  to 
the  decree  was  Rabbi  Eliezer 
Waldmamu  who  runs  a  reli¬ 
gious  school  for  youths  serv-' 
ing  in  the  army.  The  decree 
was  originally  issued  last  year 
and  caused  a  public  outcry. 

In.  another  development,  a 
far  right-wing  group,  the  til- 
tra-Orthodox  Habad,  pub¬ 
lished  the  contents' of  a  letter 
sent  to  tiie  group  fry  Binyamin 
Netanyahu,  the  Israeli  Prime 
Minister,  shortly  before  his 
election  in  May. 

.  “A  Government  we  wjffl 
head  will  see  to  it  that7 a 
Palestinian  state  is  not  created 
and  that  other  parts  of  the 
land  of  Israel  not  be  turned 
over  to  foreign  sovereignty,'’ 
Mr  Netanyahu  wrote  two 
weeks  before  the  May;.  29 
elections. 

Rabbi  Shmuel  Hefer.  leader 
of  the  Habad  movement  based 
in  New  York,  released  the 
contents  of  the  letter  in  an 
attempt  to  halt  the  troop 


.redqricyment  in.  Hebron, 
which;  is  hdy  to  Jews  and 
Muslims  alike.  However, 
there  seemed  little  chance  that 
religious  Jews  would  succeed 
:in  holding  onjothe  whole  tf 
Hebron,  burial  place.. of  the. 
patriarch,  Abraham;  his  wife 
Sarah  and  their  sons. 

Mr  Arafat  told  a  closed 
meeting  of  the  Palestinian 
I^gislativeCauncil  yesterday: 
"Arr'  agrednent .  on  Hebron 
could  he  signed  on  the  30th  or 
the  31st  tf  the  month.  We  hope 
©97  will.be  a-  good  new  year 
forthe regioni"  Mr  Arffat  said 
that  two  of  his  security  chiefs 
would  see  •  Mr  Netanyahu 
today  fo  discuss  the  proposed  . 
accord. 

Martin.  Indyk,  tiie  United 
States  Ambassador  to  Israel, 
was  equally  optimistic  that  an 
agreajteht  would,  be  signed 
next  week.  He  replaced  Den- 
nis  Ross,  the  American  special 
envoy  fo  theMiddle  East.  who 
refonjed  to  Washington  yes¬ 
terday  to  brief  President  Clin¬ 
ton  on  the  latest  development 
in  tiie  Israeh-Palestinian  peace 
talks. 

"Ross  will  return  on  Mon¬ 
day  and  hopefully  we  can 
read]  the  agreement  soon 
after  that,"  Mr  Indyk  said.  . 

.  Palestinian  and.  Israeli  ne¬ 
gotiators  met  again  yesterday 
to  resolve  their  final  differ- 
ences  over  Hebron— the  last 
main  West 'Bank  town  still 
under  mffitarybccUpatipn  and 
complicated  by  the  presence  of 
400  reakws Jewish  settlers 
who  refuse  fo  leave and  to 
discuss  a  timetable  for  the  next 
stages  in  the  peace  process. 
Edward  Abmgtoatiie  -  Ameri¬ 
can  -  consul-general/  -said 
Washington  would  .add  its 


A  Palestinian  woman  drives  her  goats  past  the  Netraziro  checkpoint  yesterday 


own  "note  for  the  record"  to 
the  Hebron  agreement,  spell¬ 
ing  out  the -future  obligations 
tf  both  tides. 

-  Palestinian  officials  are  ex¬ 
pecting  the  accord  to  include  a 
commitment  from.  Israel  to 
release  Arab  prisoners,  in¬ 
cluding  35  women  inmates.  In 
return,  Israel  is  demanding 
tha  t  limbs  be  placed  on  Pales¬ 
tinian  police  patrols  near  the 
Jewish  nrighbburhbods  of  He¬ 
bron.  Israel  also  wants  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  type  of  weapons 
Palestinian  police  can  carry. 


In  the  Gaza'  Strip,  Jewish 
settlers  were  angry  over  Isra¬ 
el's  reopening  of  a  nearby 
main  road  to  Palestinians. 
Until  yesterday  the  road, 
which  runs  along  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  coast  near  the  Jewish 
settlement  of  Netzarim,  had 
been  dosed  to  Palestinian 
traffic  since  1994. 

In  defiance  of  the  Israeli 
military  authorities,  some 
Jewish  residents  from  Netza¬ 
rim  staged  a  protest  against 
the  reopening  of  the  road. 
Some  settlers  marked  the 


event  by  laying  a  foundation 
stone  for  a  new  Jewish  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

□  End  of  the  road:  Israel's 
public  transport  company  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  it  was 
ending  its  bus  service  to  Egypt 
for  lack  of  interest  18  years 
after  the  two  states  signed  a 
peace  agreement 
The  Egged  Corporation  was 
losing  £540  every  time  a  bus 
made  the  12-hour  trip  from  Tel 
Aviv  to  Cairo  with  only  about 
ten  passengers,  a  company 
spokesman  said.  (Reuter) 


car  blast  600  held  over  attack  on  Saddam  son 

falls  SCVCn  - '  From  Michael Teteodoulou  in  Nicosia 

mAlPIPVS  ABOUT 600  people,  including  "great  survivor"  and“hero  of  General  Wafiq  Samarrai,  arrested  and  special  guard 
^  senior  security  officials,  have  the  people”.  Huge  portraits  of  ■  Saddam's  intelligence  chief  officer  Abdallah  al-Duri  was 


Algiers:  Seven  people  were 
killed  and  68  others  injured 
when  a  car  bomb  went  off  ina 
working-class  district  tf  -the 
Algerian  capital  yesterday. 

It  was  the  second  such 
attack  in  a  week,  after  a  car 
bombing  which  killed  three  in 
the  city  centre  on  Monday, 
blamed  on  Islamic  extremists 
at  war  with  the  militaiy- 

backed  secular  regime. 

Most  tf  the  victims  in  the 
Hussein  Dey  district  yester¬ 
day  were  passers-by.  young 
people  ana  car  drivers.  Bro¬ 
ken.  glass  and  tiles  were 
strewn  over  a  100-yard  area. 

The  aquation  ooairred  nert 
lar  from  a  panunilitaiy  police 
post  and  a  cultural  centre.  At 
least  four  cars  caught  fire  ana 
a  bis .  was  also  hit  The 
cultural  centre,  inaugurated 
about  a  year  ago,  had  a  glass 

fappdi*  - 

Security  officials  said  34 
people  were  able  to  return  to 
their  homes  after  reosfrmg 
medical  attention.  .  • 

The  Armed  Islamic  Group 

has  rexxnt^r^np^darei^. 

of  tenor  over  the  Cfasbah,  the 
old  quarter  tf  the  city,  where.; 

armea  men  kill  pe^fterther 

by  slitting:  their  throatej or 
shooting  them  with  rnaenme- 
guns. .  sometimes  in  day-  . 
lighL^I 


ABOUT  600  people,  including 
senior  security  officials,  have, 
been  arrested,  in  Iraq  after  the 
assassination  attempt  two 
weeks  ago  '  on  President . 
Saddam  Hussein'S  eldest  son 
and  heir  apparent.  Uday,  tiie 
country's  former,  chief  of  mili¬ 
tary  intelligence  .’  said  yes1; 
today. 

His  claim,  regarded  as  plau¬ 
sible  by  Western  and  Arab 
dipfomats,  came  as  the  state- 
run  Iraqi  media"  were  ordered 
by  tiie  Government  to  glorify 
Uday,  a  reckless  playboy  and 
self-confessed  killer,  as  a  • 


’•great survivor"  and  "‘hero  tf 
the  people”.  Huge  portraits  of 
the  lightly  bearded  Uday  have 
also  begun  appearing  beside 
those'  of  his  father  in  the 
exclusive  at-Mansbur  district 
of  Baghdad,  where  he  was 
ambushed  by  gunmen  in  his 
car  on  December  12; 

It  is  the  first  time  since  1982 
that  the  Iraqi  leader  has 
allowed  anyone's  picture  other- 
than  his  own  to  be  draped  in 
public  places,  and  is  seen  as 
confirmation  that  Saddam,  is* 
:  grooming  the  detested  Uday 
for  the  succession. 


General  Wafiq  Samanat, 
Saddam's  intelligence  chief 
until  he  defected  to  Syria  in 
1994,  said  that  among  those 
arrested  were  three  Olympic 
Committee  officials  who  were 
also  members  tf  the  ruling 
Baath  Party  and  several  reli¬ 
gious  figures.  Uday  is  chair¬ 
man  tf  the  country's  Olympic 
Committee  and  football  feder¬ 
ation. 

:  "The  head  of  Udays  office. 
Colonel  Hussam  Edin.  was 
dismissed,  and  a  former  of¬ 
ficer  of  fhe  special  guard, 
Hussein  Abdallah,  was 


arrested  and  special  guard 
officer  Abdallah  al-Duri  was 
found  dead.”  Mr  Samarrai 
said. 

A  young  woman  travelling 
in  Uday’s  black  Porsche  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  has  also 
been  arrested,  as  well  as  a 
bodyguard  who  was  cramped 
into  the  rear  seat,  a  senior 
Iraqi  source  said  yesterday. 

“They  suspect  everyone,  es¬ 
pecially  security  people  who 
knew  his  movements  that 
night,  but  it  does  not  seem 
they  have  got  the  culprits  yet." 
he  added. 


(an  ankle-length  robe  with 
sleeves  and  a  neatly  pointed 


are  all  plucked  from  baskets 
by  fearless  men,  for  whose 
cacophonous  reed-music  they 
perform  their  sinuous  dances. 
Young  acrobats,  some  no 
older  than  six  or  seven,  whirl 
alongside  the  snakes,  obeying 
orders  barked  by  their  grey¬ 
haired  masters. 

Intriguingly,  the  square  is 
dotted  with  vigorous  religious 
debates,  a  phenomenon  that 
once  flourished  in  the  West. 
Experts  and  moralists,  dres¬ 
sed  In  the  distinctive  jeflaba 


as  if  wielding  verbal 
scimitars. 

Ideas  are  expressed  freely, 

■  and  have  even  acquired  a. 
contemporary  touch.  One  de¬ 
bate  I  witnessed  had  Israel  as 
its  subject  Was  it  contrary  to 
Islam  for  Morocco  to  be  at 
peace  with  die  Jewish  state? 
One  wise  man  argued  pas¬ 
sionately  that  it  was.  His 

of  the  role  of  peace^and 
forgiveness  in  Islam.  More 
than  an  hour  elapsed  before 
the  debate  was  declared  a 
draw.  A  large  crowd  bad 
listened  with  rapt  attention. 

Medieval  hucksters 
abound  in  Djmaa  El  Fnaa, 
selling  a  variety  of  goods, 
potions  and  sexual  activities, 
in  a  freewheeling  market. 
Such  markets  are  important 
pillars  of  the  Moroccan  econ¬ 
omy.  Unemployment,  at  40 
per  cent  for  those  aged  under 
30,  drives  men  to  make  then- 
living  in  unorthodox  ways. 

This,  perhaps,  is  the  dearest 
manifestation  of  a  medieval 
world.  To  survive,  a  man 
must  live  by  his  wits,  by  the 
deftness  of  his  reflexes  and  by 
never  trusting  anyone.  A  short 
flight  from  Europe,  there  still 
exists  a  way  of  life  that  we 
once  kd. 


Churches 
ablaze  in 
Java  riot 

Jakarta:  Indonesian  troops 
moved  into  a  town  in  western 
Java  last  night  after  a  mob  set 
fire  to  commercial  buildings 
and  churches,  military  offici¬ 
als  said. 

The  5,000-strong  mob, 
many  tf  them  youths,  was 
apparently  incensed  by  re¬ 
ports  that  police  had  beaten  a 
religious  teacher  and  his  two 
students.  Residents  said  the 
town  had  suffered  heavy  dam¬ 
age,  with  department  stores 
set  on  fire.  Ifolice  said  three 
churches  were  also  set 
alight  pieuter) 

.Malaysia  storm 
toll  rises  to  106 

Kota  Kinabalu,  Malaysia: 
The  death  toll  in  a  tropical 
storm  that  hit  eastern  Malay¬ 
sia  on  Christmas  Day  rose  to 
106  yesterday  as  rescuers 
began  to  identify  bodies 
recovered  from  rivers  and 
under  debris.  At  least  100 
people  are  missing.  Police  said 
about  3,000  people  were  left 
homeless  after  tropical  storm 
Greg  blew  ashore  in  the  state 
of  Sabah-  (Reuter) 

Burma  bombing 
blamed  on  rebels 

Rangoon:  The  death  toll  from 
a  bombing  at  a  Burmese 
temple  compound  visited  by  i 
senior  officials  rose  to  five  as  | 
the  military  Government 
blamed  rebel  student  and 
Karen  groups.  Soldiers  stood 
guard  outside  the  Kaba  Aye 
compound  yesterday,  a  day 
after  two  blasts  injured  18 
people  and  shook  the  man- 
made  cave  holding  a  Buddhist 
relic  on  loan  from  China.  (AP) 


Prison  for 
plane  passengR* 

New  York:  An  unruly  passen¬ 
ger  who  became  so  trouble¬ 
some  that  the  pilot  turned  die 
plane  round  has  been  sen¬ 
tenced  in  America  to  four 
years  in  jail  and  fined  the  cost 
of  the  extra  fuel  (lames  Bone 
writes).  Gary  Lee  Lougee.  40, 
attacked  a  stewardess  who 
refuted  him  alcohol  because 
he  seemed  drunk  already. 

Cannibal  tries  to 
esd  his  cellmate 

Moscow:  A  prisoner  on  death 
row  for  cannibalism  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  again  by  a 
court  in  Siberia  for  trying  to 
eat  another  cellmate.  Andrei 
Maslich,  24,  sentenced  to 
death  last  year,  was  awaiting 
a  reply  to  his  appeal  for  a 
presidential  pardon.  (AFP) 


Ex-nanny  sues  Netanyahus  for  unpaid  overtime 


Shaw  uiiahfc  to  find  new  j°b 


From  Reuter 

IN  JERUSALEM 

THE  Netanyahu  family's  disgruntled 
former  nanny,  dismissed  fast  July  - 
after  scorching .  soup,  is  suing  the 
.  Isradi  Prime  Minister  and  his  wife  for 
more  than  £21,000  in  bade  pay,’  her 

SontiT^A^ran-born  Tanya 
Shaw,  21,  said  in  a  petition  to  a. 
Jerusalem  labour  court  titetBinyamin 
Netanyahu  and  his  wife.  Sara,  failed 
to  pay.  extra  wages  for  overtime  and 
wprk  on  the  Sabbath  during. her  six 
motttbs  oferapkjyment,  as  required  by 
•faw.'Trbe.  overtime  and;  Sabbath 
wages  along  with  interest  amount  to 


120,000  shekels  (£21500)  to  date," 
MosheZIngel,  for  Ms  Shaw,  said. 

. .  He  said  tiie  judge  at  the  opening 
bearing  yesterday  ordered  the 
Netanyahus  to  respond  to  the  petition 
within  45  days:  Mr  2m gel  said  Mrs 
Netanyahu  would  probably  have  to 
take  the  witness  stand.  He  said  that 
Ms  Shaw’s  name  bad  bear  tarnished 
by  the  affair  and  as  a  result  she.  had 
been  unable  to  cfotamfonother  job.  . 

Ms  Shaw  told  reporters  after  her 
dismissal  in  July  that  Mis  Netanyahu 
was  obsessed  witbdeanlfaessand  had 
called  her  “a  murderer".  The  scandal 
was  on  the  front  pages  tf  tabloids  for 
days,  embarrassing  Mr  Netanyahu  a 
month  after  his  .election. 
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Blast  raises  fears 
for  103  hostages 

111  Lima  pmhasev 


AN  .EXPLOSION  heightened 
tension  near  the'besieged  Jap¬ 
anese  Ambassador’s  residence 
in  Lima  yesterday,  where  103 
people  are  stfll  being  held 
hostage.  Hie  latest  to  be 
released,  last  night,  was  said 
to  .  be  the  Guatemalan 
Ambassador. 

The  Red  Cross  said  the 
explosion,  heard  shortly  be¬ 
fore  dawn  yesterday,  was 
caused  by  a  mine  laid  by  the 
Tupac  Amarti  rebels  being 
detonated  by  an  animal. 

The  fate  of  the  hostages, 
now  fadng  their  tenth  day  in 
captivity,  was  no  dearer,  de¬ 
spite  a  flurry  of  mediating 
efforts  over  the  past  few  days. 

The  Red  Cross  said  its 
officials  were  talking  to  the 
rebels  and  continued  to  deliver 
food  and  medical  supplies  to 
the  hostages,  thought  to  be 
suffering  from  worsening  hy¬ 
gienic  conditions  and  low 
morale.  Michael  Minnig,  who 
leads  the  Red  Cross  team  and 
has  been  a  key  mediator, 
would  say  only  that  “negotia¬ 
tions  were  still  under  way". 

On  the  afternoon  of  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  his  efforts  paid  off, 
with  the  release  of  a  top 
Japanese  diplomat  suffering 
from  dehydration.  The  Japa¬ 
nese  Embassy’s  First  Secre¬ 
tary,  Kenji  Hirata,  was 
brought  out  in  a  wheelchair 
and  driven  to  hospital  - 

When  rebels  stormed  the 


Intense  negotiations  have  won 
the  release  of  only  two  more 
hostages,  Gabridla  Gamim 
reports  from  Lima 


Japanese  Ambassador^  resi¬ 
dence  on  thenight  of- Decem¬ 
ber  17.  they  had  about  500 
hostages  at  gunpoint.  Within 
hours  they  released  all  the 
women  and  children.  Over  the 
past  week  they  released  300 
more  people,  including  all- 
Western  diplomats  wham  they 
deemed  as  unimportant 
hostages. 

They  kept  105  people, 
•.mostly  key  Peruvian  govern¬ 
ment  officials  and  security 
chiefs  but  two  more  have 
been  freed  in  the  past  two 
d^x. 

Still  held  is  Morihisa  Aoki, 
the  Japanese  Ambassador, 
and  a  number  of  Japanese 
businessmen  wbo  are  impor¬ 
tant  investors  in  Peru. 

Mr  Hirata’s  release  also 
seemed  to  be  the  result  of.in- 
tervention  from  the  Catholic 
Church.  The  Bishop  of  Ayacu- 
cho,  Juan  Luis  Cipriani,  be¬ 
came  another  player  in  die 
negotiations  when  he  walked 
into  the  rebel-controlled  build¬ 
ing  to  say  Mass  an  Christmas 
Day  —  and  did  not  emerge 
until  six  hours  later. 


Big  studios  miss 


for  Oscars  race 


By  Giles  WrarrELL  • 

IT  MUST  be  a  miserable 
time;  for  ushers.  No  fewer 
than  ten  new  film*  have 
opened  in  America  ova-  the 
past  72  hours,  including 
Evita,  Kenneth  Branagh's 
four-hour  Hamlet  and  Mich¬ 
ael,  a  story  about  tabloid 
hacks  batiused  by  John 
Travolta  as  a  fuUy-feaihered 
an  get  .  . ... 

Tbe  hfizcard  voF  refcsSes  ' 
rounds  off  a  year  of  commer- 
cial  triumph,  and  ..critical, 
disaster  for  most  of  the  big 
Hollywood  studios,  leaving 
an  exceptional  app  of  high- 
quality  “independenT  films— 
many  of  them  at  least  partly 
British — as  hot  favourites  for 
Oscars  in  three  months'  time. 

The  year  wiH  'be  remem-- 
bered  by  accountants  and 
action  addicts  as  the  year  of 
space  invaders  and  tornados. 
Independence  Day,  in  which 
aliens  destroy  much  of  the 
planet  induding  the  White 
House,  has  taken  a  staggering 
$733  million  (£441  million) 
worldwide  so  Ear.  With  Twist¬ 
er,  Mission:  Impossible,  The 
Rock  and  Eraser,  it  leads  a 
quintet  of  blockbusters  that 
between  them  have  earned 
more  than  $2  bfflion  since-  the 
summer. 

But  this  was  also  the  year  in 
which  foe  otajor  stodios,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  week’s  Variety 
■  magazine,  "delivered  perhaps 
the  weakest  line-up  of  Oscar 
prospects  since  the  awards 
began  in  1927”.  ‘ 

Only  four  big-budget  studio 
films  are  considered  serious 
Academy  Award  contenders. 
Evita,  which  broke  box-office 
records  in  London  last  week¬ 
end.  should  receive  at  least 
one  nomination  even  though 
not  all  US  critics  enjoyed  it 
Entertainment  Weeldy  called . 
Alan  Parker’s  long-awaited 
fihn  one  of  the  year’s  five 
worst —“a  series  of  sluggishly 
Hiwwiated  production  num¬ 
bers1"  in  winch  Madonna 
“erases  ha  own  charisma”. 

The  People  vs.  Larry  Ftynt, 
with  Woody  Harrelson.  on 
tbe  theme  of  pornography, 
has  been  hailed  for  support¬ 
ing  roles  by  Courtney  Love  as 
a  drug-addicted  stnpper  and 
Edward  Norton,  who  plays  a 
lawyer  for  a  magazine’s  crip¬ 
pled  publisher- 

Daniel  Day-Lewis  ana  tus 
fellow  Briton,  the  director 


Harrdsan:  film  theme  - 

...  is  pornography 

Nicholas  Hytner.  are  being 
talked  of  as  Oscar  randwfates 
for  their  work  on  The  Cruci¬ 
ble,  and  Sony  Pictures  hopes 
Tom  Cruise  may  have  gradu¬ 
ated  in.  voters’  estimations 
from  heart  throb  to  serious 
actor  in  his  latest  role  as  a 
sports  agent  in  Jerry 
Maguire. 

Otherwise,  the  awards  field 
is  open  to  less  expensive  but 
more  adventurous  films  made 
largely  without  Hollywood's 
help-  Chief  among  these  are 
Tim  English  Patient  and 
Shine,  a  period  piece  ‘and  a 
true  stoiy  pf  interrupted  ge¬ 
nres  respectively. 

The  EngHsh  Patient,  nomi- 
naied  .for  seven  Golden 
Gtaibes,*f>oa$ts  vistas  of  Saha¬ 
ran  dunes  mid  Tuscan  olive 
groves-  as  well  as  -Ralph 
Fiennes  and  Kristin  Scott 
Thomas  as  doomed  loiters  in 
the  chaos  of  war.  "This,  you 
realise  with  a  gasp  of  joy,  is 
what  movies  can  do.”  wrote 
Time  magazine’s  Richard 
Corliss. 

Shine  has  been,  if  anything, 
more  rapturously  received. 
The  Australian  story  of  a 
pianist  who  suffers  a  nervous 
breakdown  (despite  kind 
guidance  from  a  professor 
played  by  Sir  John  Gielgud) 
woo  the  US  National  Board 
of  Review’s  Best  Film  award 
and  is  regarded  by  many 
cynics  as  perhaps  too  good  for 
an  Oscar. 

The  same  goes  for 
Trainspotting,  die  grimly  hi¬ 
larious  homage  to  Scottish 
heroin  addiction,  and  Secrets 
and  lies.  Mike  Leigh’s  un- 
wrapping  of  love  and  preju¬ 
dice  in  working-class  south 
London. 


Madonna  and  Antonio  Banderas  in  a  sccae  ^ 


Monsignor  Cipziaru,  a  dose 
friend  of  President  Fujimori,  is 
believed  to  have  delivered  a 
message  from  the  President  to 
the  Tupac  Amaru  Revolution¬ 
ary  Movement  guerrillas 
holding  die  hostages. 

Senor  Fujimori  has .  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  hostage 
crisis  that  he  wiD  not  strike  a 
deal  until  the  guerrillas  lay 
down  their  arms  and  release 
all  foe  hostages.  Monsignor 
Cipriani  is  said  to  have  span 
hours  talking  to  Nestor  Capa 
Cartofon,  alias  “Comandante 
Evariste”,  the  rebels’  lead  a. 

President  Fujimori’s  eldest 
daughter  and  Peru's  First 
Lady,  Ketko  Sophia,  also  ap- 

Cred  at  the  doors  of  the 
ding  an  Christmas  Day  as 
her  father's  envoy.  She  del¬ 
ivered  roast  turkeys,  decorar- 
ed  with  glace  cherries,  and 
called  on  foe  guerrillas  to  give 
up. 

Ha  gesture  undoubtedly 
brought  same  Christmas 
cheer  to  the  hostages  who  put 
up  signs  on  the  windows 
saying:  “Thank  you.  Happy. 
Christinas.” 
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Andean  peasants 
‘are  trained  into 
suicide  squads’ 


By  Gabrj  elia  Gam  i  ni 


Red  Cross  volunteers  carry  out  Kenji  Hirata,  released  on  Christinas  Day 


PERU'S  anti-terrorist  police 
daim  foe  Lima  guerrillas  are 
part  of  a  “suicide  squad”  of 
youths  from  the  central  Ande¬ 
an  foothills. 

Investigations  have  shown 
that  foe  Tupac  Amaru  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Movement,  which 
had  kept  a  low  profile  since 
the  capture  last  year  Of  its 
leader.  Victor  Polay  Campos, 
has  spent  months  planning  its 
attack  in  hideouts  near  foe 
Andean  towns  of  Oxapampa 
and  Chachapoyas. 

“The  terrorists  inside  the 
embassy  bunding  are  mostly 
between  16  and  20  years  old 
and  are  ready  to  die  for  the 
cause,”  said  a  high-ranking 
police  officer,  who  would  not 
give  his  name. 

The  rebels  trained  youths 
from  poor  rural  comm  unities 
in  remote  villages  into 
“suicide  squads”  named 
“Comando  Edgar  Sanchez”  — 
after  a  fallen  comrade  who 
strapped  explosives  to  his 
body  for  a  bomb  attack  on  a 
bank  five  years  ago. 

The  police  said  that  they 
had  harboured  suspicions  of  a 
Tupac  Amaru  resurgence  but 
had  not  expected  foe  group  to 
be  capable  of  such  a  well- 
planned  attack.  “We  had  an 
idea  that  they  were  training 
men  in  foe  remote  Andes  hut 
we  did  not  take  them  serious¬ 
ly  and  never  thought  they 
could  get  this  far.”  foe  source 
said. 

Tupac  Amaru  emerged  in 


foe  1980s  as  a  mainly  urban 
guerrilla  group  raiding  food 
factories,  then  taking  their 
booty  to  shaniy-towns  sur¬ 
rounding  cities.  Now  they 
have  a  new  image.  Their 
latest  leader,  Nestor  Cerpa 
Cartel  ini.  who  claims  (o  be  a 
Marxist  and  a  follower  of 
Ernesto  “Che”  Guevara,  the 
Latin  American  revolution¬ 
ary,  has  rebuilt  his  ranks  with 
cash  accrued  by  kidnapping 
businessmen  and  providing 
protection  for  drug- 
traffickers. 

There  had  been  frequent  re¬ 
ports  in  foe  past  few  months 
of  Tupac  Amaru  activity  in 
foe  remote  northern  jungle 
region  along  the  Alto  HuaUa- 
ga  river  estuary  —  Peru’s 
main  cocaine-producing  area. 

The  group’s  re-emergence 
could  encourage  a  similar 
regrouping  of  the  country's 
traditionally  more  ruthless 
guerrillas.  Shining  Path  —  the 
Maoist  Sendero  Lunrinoso. 
Fifty  of  its  gunmen  raided  the 
village  of  Abra  de  Porculla,  60 
miles  north  of  Lima,  on 
Wednesday,  killing  six  peas¬ 
ants  it  accused  of  being 
government  informers. 

President  Fujimori  had 
vowed  that  he  had  “squa¬ 
shed"  foe  guerrillas  with  the 
arrest  of  the  Shining  Path's 
founder  and  leader.  Abimael 
Guzman  in  1994.  and  then  the 
capture  of  Senor  Polay. 

However.  his  optimism  has 
proved  to  be  premature. 
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The  place  to  be 
is  always 
somewhere  else 

There  is  a  happy  land,  over  the  17-.-.  - —  c0f_r„  a  been-there-donMhai  Wehschmer 

rainbow  somewhere,  where  -TUI  WCOvo  UC1UIC  LI  1C  with  regard  to  the  whole  thing  an 
people  go  10  bed  on  December  ypflr  PTlH«  pfranaprc  saying:  “Prunella  and  I  are  just  going  1 
30  and  wake  up  on  January  2  yc<tl  aJigCl  a  spend  New  Year’s  Eve  in  the  countr 


There  is  a  happy  land,  over  the 
rainbow  somewhere,  where 
people  go  to  bed  on  December 
30  and  wake  up  on  January  2. 
There  is  no  Trafalgar  Square,  no  End  of 
the  Year  Show  with  Angus  Deayton  or 
Hogmanay  Live,  or  Joolfs  Hootenan¬ 
ny.  And  no  worrying  about  where  you 
are  going  to  be  when  the  clock  strikes 
midnight 

As  Benjamin  Franklin  said:  “In  this 
world  nothing  can  be  said  to  be  certain, 
except  death,  taxes,  and  dodgy  New 
Year's  Eve  parties.”  For  he,  too,  knew 
the  misery  of  watching  that  little  Scots 
bloke  in  the  kilt  singing  Donald. 
Where’s  Yer  Troosers?  an  the  Clive 
James  show  while  everyone  counts 
down  from  60  and  spills  Freixenet  Cava 
on  the  carpet  His  involvement  with  the 
American  War  of  Independence  was.  in 
fact  largely  a  reaction  against  the  dull 
circle  of  New  Year’s  Eve  parties 
imposed  on  colonial  America  by  their 
imperial  oppressors  in  London. 

For  weeks  before  the  year  winds  to  its 
miserable  dose,  people  you  hardly 
know — nameless  office  faces,  postmen, 
greengrocers,  distant  cousins  —  all  ask 
you  the  same  question: 

“What  are  you  doing  for  new  year?" 
This  is  not  a  question  to  which  you  can 
answer.  “No  idea,  mate,  why  don't  you 
drop  dead?"  Because  you  are  supposed 
to  be  full  of  seasonal  cheer.  You  nave  to 
say;  “I'm  going  to  Brett  Easton  Ellis’s 
party  at  the  Russian  Tea  Room,  and  I'll 
probably  end  up  in  bed  with  Naomi 
Campbell  again  in  some  strange  hotel 
in  Nevada.  Nothing  much." 

It  is  strange  that  people  ask  the 
question  at  all  In  90  per  cent  of  cases 
the  person  thus  interrogated  will  have 
been  invited  to  one  party  by  a  very  dose, 
but  extremely  dull  friend.  ia  which  he 
will  show  up  at  11,  hoping  to  slip  away 
before  midnight  to  a  more  interesting 
party,  but  find  he  is  one  of  only  three 
people  who  have  shown  up,  and 
therefore  have  to  stay  until  Big  Ben 
strikes,  simply  as  a  show  of  solidarity. 

If  he  is  lucky,  or  heartless,  he  will 
escape  the  dull  party  by  11.45  and  drive 
furiously  across  town  to  get  to  the  other 
one,  but  he  will  have  written  the 
address  down  wrongly,  and  as  church 
bells  ring  in  the  new  twelvemonth  he 
will  be  tapping  on  the  service  window  of 
a  suburban  petrol  station  in  the  rain, 
asking  if  there  are  two  Ddancey  Streets 
in  East  Finchley,  and  if  so.  does  he  1 
know  which  one  has  an  old  cinema 


For  weeks  before  the 
year  ends,  strangers 
ask  about  your 
plans  for  New  Year’s 
Eve.  Giles  Coren 
wonders  why,  when 
the  event  never  lives 
up  to  expectations 

halfway  up  on  the  left  if  you're  coming 
from  the  kebab  shop? 

Or  maybe  he  will  actually  make  it  to 
the  second,  much  more  interesting 
party,  just  in  time,  but  find  that  it  is  so 
trendy  that  he  doesn’t  actually  know 
anyone  there,  and  when  everyone  kisses 
each  other  at  midnight  he  will  have  to 
pretend  that  be  has  lost  a  contact  lens 
and  crouch  on  all  fours  in  a  comer, 
pretending  to  look  for  it,  so  that  nobody 
breaks  off  in  mid-smooch  to  say:  "Lome 
at  Nobby  No  Mates  over  there,  how  sad 
to  be  hanging  out  with  someone  rise's 
friends  at  new  year.  Oi,  you.  what  are 
you  doing  for  new  year  1997?  Ho,  ho, 
ho." 


And  so  he  will  slide  off  to  the 
third  party,  arriving  a  little 
after  230.  to  find  that  all  his 
friends  had  in  fact  gone  to  that 
one.  but  that  the  police  had  just  busted 
it,  and  it  had  been  the  best  party  anyone 
can  remember:  "You  should  have  bem 
here.  Nobby,  where  were  you?” 

“Err,  well  I  was  at  these  two  other 
parties." 

"Cool,  who  was  there?" 

“Oh,  Al  Pa  ana  Naomi.  Brett.  Sanjay 
from  EastEnders" 

In  the  same  way  that  Saturday  night 
is  expected  to  be  a  better  night  than  the 
others,  and  thus  has  to  work  much 
harder  not  to  disappoint,  so  New  Year's 
Eve  has  that  problem  multiplied  by  52 
and  by  365  in  relation  to  the  other  days. 
Mathematically  speaking,  you  have  to 
have  a  365  times  better  evening  on 
December  31  than  on  any  other  evening 
if  it  is  to  live  up  to  expectations. 

As  a  result,  one  party  is  never 
enough.  And  if  you  tty  for  three  or  four 
you  will  never  be  satisfied  until  you  get 
to  the  last  For  a  better  time  is  always 
elsewhere. 

Hence  the  recent  fashion  for  feigning 


a  beerMhere-done-that  Weltschmerz 
with  regard  to  the  whole  thing  and 
saying:  “Prunella  and  I  are  just  going  to 
spend  New  Year’s  Eve  in  the  country 
with  the  dogs,  maybe  have  a  couple  of 
friends  round  for  Woo  Woos  and  Sea 
Breezes  and  a  little  rotonde  of  songbird 
tempura  with  olive  tapenade.  I'd  much, 
rather  be  with  the  ones  that  I  love  than 
just  doing  the  usual  round  of  parties; 
poo  and  naughty  nose  powder." 

These  people  have  not  been  invited 

anywhere.  And  they  are  lying.  They  will 

come  out  in  force  in  1999  to  say  that  the 
whole  thing  is  an  overhyped  marketing 
drive,  and  that  they  will  be  sitting,  by 
choice,  in  a  deckchair  at  the  bottom  of 
the  garden,  listening  to  Mahler  on  a 
Walkman  and  drinking  hot  chocolate 
with  a  hint  of  Baileys,  just  as  they 
always  do. 

These  are  not  the  ernes  who  have  been 
invited  to  the  parties  at  the  Pyramids,  or 
the  Empire  State  Budding,  or  on 
Concorde  or  the  QE2,  or  even  at  the 
Albert  Hall.  They  are  die  ernes  who 
have  been  invited  nowhere. 

The  ones  with  the  pukka  invitations 
are  the  ones  who  ask  die  terrible 
question,  and  it  is  precisely  because 
they  know  where  they  are  going  that 
they  ask  you  —  they  will  not  even  listen 
to  your  answer-  They  are  only  waiting 
to  deliver  theirs.  You  could  say  “slaugh¬ 
tering  your  wife  and  roasting  her  sp  ten 
with  fennel  seeds",  and  they  would  only 
nod  and  say  “lovely",  and  then  tell  you, 
at  length,  what  they  Ye  doing.  Don't  gtye 
than  the  satisfaction. 

The  one  thing  you  can  count  on  if  you 
do  manage  to  get  out  is  that  everyone  at 
the  party  will  be  standing  around 
talking  about  how  New  Year's  Eve 
never  lives  up  to  your  expectations. 

It  is  die  great  dung  about  cliches,  or 
at  least  truisms,  that  they  are  always 
there  to  fall  back  on.  and  never 
disappoint. 

Because,  in  truth.  New  Year’s  Eve 
does  not  disappoint,  it  merely  reinforces 
prejudices.  It  is  always  bad.  Nobocty 
can  remember  a  good  one.  Christmas  is 
all  about  not  being  as  much  fun  as  last 
year.  New  Year's  Eve  is  all  about 
consoling  yourself  that  at  least  it  is  not 
as  bad  as  last  year.  And  honesty  will  get 
you  everywhere. 

“What  are  you  doing  for  new  year?" 

“Complaining  about  new  year." 

"CooL  Me  too.  Shall  we  go  some¬ 
where  more  private?  I’m  Naomi  by  the 
way . . ." 


New  Year's  Eve  does  not  disappoint,  it  merety  reinforces  prejudices.  It  Is  always  bad.  Nobody  can  remember  a  good  one 
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“  -M™%  foody’s  in  the  Bible. 

1“^  Bloody's  in  the  book; 
if  you  don’t  believe 
me.  take  a  bloody  look."  Ah, 
long  gone  are  the  innocent 
days  when  a  “bloody”  or  a 
“damn"  had  the  power  to 
shock,  and  schoolchildren 
giggled  about  the  naughty 
rhymes  that  they  made  up 
about  naughty  words. 

Actually.  I'm  Moody  well 
fed  up  with  swearing,  and  I 
don't  do  it  much  any  more.  I 
once  spent  a  year  in  Colom¬ 
bia,  and  when  I  came  home  1 
realised  to  my  eternal  regret 
that  in  all  that  time  I  had  wily 
learnt  the  ofasceni-  ' 
ties.  In  case  yon 
should  ever  need  A  fr 
it.  yon  should  be 
advised  that  in  Co-  urr 

lombia  “HI jo  de  V  Vj 

puta”  becomes  cfi 

“Hijo  ’e  puta".  311 

You'll  find  it  very 
useful  1 

And  if  someone  -r» 
should  invite  you  Uij 

to  go  and  perform  p, 

a  sexual  act  with  a  < 

your  mother,  aB  ' 

you  have  to  do  is  . 
say  something  like  “IVe  al¬ 
ready  done  it  with  yours,  and 
she  gave  roe  the  pox.  So  then  I 
gave  it  to  your  sister.  And  then 
she  gave  it  to  your  dad." 

Obscenities  can  be  fun  as 
long  as  they’re  witty  or  pictur¬ 
esque.  but  in  general  I've 
fallen  oat  of  love  with  them, 

1  think  that  they  are  entirety 
understandable  when  you 
have  just  hit  yourself  on  the 
thumb  with  a  hammer,  or 
when  you  need  to  reproach  ■ 
the  person  who  has  just 
reversed  into  your  car  or 
thrown  a  stone  at  your  cat 

Of  course,  much  of  all  this  is 
to  do  with  parts  of  the  body, 
and  doesn't  make  sense  al  alL 
Try  calling  someone  an 
asshole  in  Spanish;  they  wffl 
look  at  you  as  though  you 
have  three  heads  and  have 
just  emerged  from  a 
spaceship. 

Similarly,  !  never  use  the 
dreaded  fourjettcr  eword  as 
an  insult,  because  what  it 


A  Mend 
would 
shout 
Toil 
Frying 
Pan’ 


denotes  can  be  rather  nice, 
like  chocolate  cake,  or  a 
friendly  hamster. 

I  mean,  you  wouldn’t 
dream  of  sticking  your  face  in 
someone  disc's  and  growling: 
“You  effing  chocolate  cake” 
or  “You  friendly  hamster", 
would  yon? 

I  did  once  have  a  friend 
who  invented  his  own  insults 
“You  Mesopotamian  char¬ 
tered  accountant.”  be  would 
shout  or  “You  Frying  Pan"  or. 
simply,  "You  Fish"  More 
people  should  do  this.  It 
shows  a  positively  Shake¬ 
spearean  exuberance  which  is 
'  essential  to  the  tru- 

.  ty  effective  insult 

end  The  of 

swearing  which 
j}r[  has  become  most 

boring  is  the  seven- 

nit  letter  fwoTtf  as 

1  •  universal  adjective 

,1T  and  adverb,  and 

•  the  four-letter  f- 

\  „  word  as  universal 

expletive. 

,  1  seem  to  re- 

U  member  that  once 

upon  a  time  it  was 
-  terribly  liberating 

to  break  the  taboo,  and  it 
might  even  have  been  a  way 
for  nice  middle-das*  kids  Eke 
me  to  pretend  to  be  an 
authentic  bit  of  fruterdty 

rough. 

But  in  the  past  30  years  this 
speech  has  entirety  lost  its 
force,  and  I  have  even  heard 
my  mother  say  the  f-word 
once. 

Both  in  film  and  in  duty  life 
it  has  become  tike  being  hit  on 
the  bead  repeatedly  with  a 
foam-rubber  mallet:  it  crabs 
and  confines  Our  casual 
speech  and  even  our  literary 
■writing,  and  these  days  it 
doesn't  even  buy  cheap  greet 
cred.  Not  with  me;  anyway. 

Bid  I  stiO  have  a  soft  spot 
for  middle-aged  Englishwom¬ 
en  with  shotguns,  who  . play 
cricket  and  go  out  shooting 
squirrels.  I  don't  think  that  I 
will  ever  fire  of  the  way  tint 
they  say  “Oh  bugger  it  Oh 
bugger;  bugger;  baser* 
bugger." 


Winter  Sale 
Bargains 

IN  Cl  N  I  K  A  I  I  ON  DON  HO  I  1  Is 


FROM  ONLY 

£28 

PER  PERSON 
PER  NIGHT 


£28  Royal  Scot  ,  ««««*-*★ 

Near  Kill’s  Cross  md  Enstoo 

0171  278  2434 

rJO  Charing  Cross 

By  Trafalgar  Square  id  the 
heart  of  the  West  End 

01718397282 

riA  Kensington  Palace  **** 
Close  to  Kensington  High  St. ' 

-  &  Knizhttbridpe 


INCLUDING 
FULL  ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 


01719378121 
A  THISTLE  HOTEL 

£42  Grbsvenor  «■**** 
Victoria  &  Buckingham  Palace 
01718349494. 

A  THISTLE  HOTEL 


£44  Moaat  Royal  tom***** 

■  Marble  Arch,  overlooking 

Oxford  Street 
.  01716298040 
A  THISTLE  HOTEL 


£44  Royal  H orreguawfe^ 
Clpte  W  Trafalgar  Square, 
Whitehall  and  die  Howe*. 
ofParifauKttt 

01718393400 
-  :  A  THISTLE  HOTEL 
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Miss  Joan  Flow- 
right  has 
reached  the 
.  stage  when  she 
might  be  expected  to  give  us 
her  Lady  Bracknell,  or  her 
Mrs  Malapmp,  both  of  which 
she  has  turned  down  in  recent 
years.  Instead,  she  is  being 
Frangoise  Gilors  grandmoth¬ 
er  in  Surviving  Picasso,  and 
the  nanny  in  Disney's  101 
Dalmatians,  playing  midwife 
at  the  birth  of  rango’s  15 
puppies. 

Such  roles  are  not  to  be 
scorned:  “When  you  get  such 
interesting  and  amusing  film 
roles,  it  doesn't  seem  dreadful¬ 
ly  exciting,”  she  says,  “to  be  in 

the  257th  revival  of  _ 

The  R  ivals.  And  it's  . 

fun  setting  off  all  Sll6 

over  ffie  world  — 
and  being  extreme-  q 

ly  well  paid."  Heir 
laughter  is  a  rich  «-n 
deep  brown,  like  -  . UAJ 

hereyes.  _  -  wpll 

Lady  Olivier  has  VVCU 
blossomed  onto  the  " 
screen  since  her  -  “P 
husband  died  in  - 1  - 
1989.  playing  a  se-  il0r 
ries  of  characterful 
matriarchs— note-  :  ~ 

bly  Mrs  Fisher  in  Enchanted 
April ,  modelling  her  style  on  a 
suffragette  great-aunt,  which 
won  her  an  Oscar  nomination. 
She  is  Francoise  Gild's  grand¬ 
mother- in  Surviving  Picasso, 
out  soon.  Has  Hollywood 
claimed  her?  “No,  my  roots 


She  knew 
she 
might 
well  end 
upon 
her  own 


Instead  of 
Lady  Bracknell, 
Lady  Olivier 
has  plumped  for 
playing  a  Walt 
Disney  nanny. 
And  such  roles 
arenot 
to  be  scorned, 
she  says 

smoking  cigarettes  out  of  sil¬ 
ver  cases.  “Mr  Hanson  raised 
his  eyebrows  in  disbelief  as  I 
came  through  the  door.  He  sat 
at  a  desk,  with  overflowing 
ashtrays.  I  told  him  I'd  won 
his  cup,  and  said  I  wanted  to 
act. 

"He  looked  at  me,  kindly 
and  avuncular,  pointed  to  the 
wastebaskets  stuffed  with  let¬ 
ters  and  said:  ‘Go  home,  njy 
dear,  go  home.’  So  I  went 
home  until  I  got  my  scholar¬ 
ship  to  the  Old  Vic  Theatre 
School.”  When  George  Devine 
whisked. her  into  die  Royal 
Court  she  starred  in  The 
Country  Wife  —  and  one  night 
Olivier  was  in  the  audience. 

“I  was  en¬ 
tranced,”  Olivier 
new  wrote  in  his  Con- 

-  Jessicas  of  an  Ac- 

g  tor,  “by  the 

Margery 

rVtf  Pinch  wife  of  Miss' 

»*  .  Joan  Plowright 

PTld  whose  very  name 

•  was  enough  to 

make  me  -  think 
JJa  _  thoughts  of  love." 

itxrri  went  back- 

Wn.  ;  stage,  with  his  wife 

Vivien  Leigh,  and" 
had  eyes  for  no  one 
but  Joan,  "whose  smile  had 
more  than  a  hint  of  mockery 
about  it".  • 

He  ihoiight  he  represented 
everything  a  northern  lass 
would  despise.  "liras  tided, 
self-satisfied,  pompous, 
patronising . . But  when' she 


arehere.nyfannIyisJhiere.niy  played  his  daughter  in  Os- 


terms  of  reference  are  here. 
But  1  enjoy  Sndhig-out-aboiit 
film,  having  been  very  much  a 
theatre  animal”  •'  ‘ 

As  a  child  in  Scunthorpe, 
she  acted  in  plays  put  on  by 
her  mother:  she  was  Elizabeth 
Bennet  to  die  Darcy  of  her 
brother  David,  later  chairman 
of  Granada.  In  her  teens  she 
won  a  drama  cup,  the  prize 
being  a  week  playing  a  maid 
with  the  Harry  Hanson  Play¬ 
ers.  "plumping  cushions  and 
dusting".  • 

Seizing  her  opportunity  at 
15,  she  went  up  to  London  to 
see  Hanson,  in  a  coat  with 
velvet  collar  and  a  velvet  beret 
The  waiting  room  was  lined 
with  platinum  blondes  in  fins. 


borne’s  The  Entertainer. 'OYn- 
jgc«wa*.  realised. 

Lariy .  was  felting  in  love  with 
me  when  he  called  me  Miss 
Wheelshare ;  in  rehearsals," 
she  says.  “He  said  it  was 
equally  agricultural.” 
Wheelshare  later  became  the 
name  of  their  company. 

- ’’My  daughter  found  my 
schoolgirl  chary  which  said 
'Got  letter  bade  from  L.CT” 
She  had  written  a'  fan  letter  to 
Olivier  after,  seeing  him  as 
Heath diff.  “Of  course  it  would 
be  a  letter  from  his  secrdaiy, 
signed  by  him.  But  I  didn’t 
know  that  at  the  time.” 

Her  own  career  took  a  bade 
seat  as  she  gave  Olivier  what 
he  wanted:  a  family.  And 


m 


carries  on’ 


?’ 1  -  ‘r-  ’-.v.*! 


lady  Olivier  has  Mossomed  onto  the  screen  since  her  husband  died  in  1989,  playing  a  series  of  characterful  matriarchs 


though  he  never  quite  man¬ 
aged  to  devote  himself  whole1 
heartedly  to  family  life,  Joan 
kept  the  home  fires  burning. 
"Doesn’t  every  woman?  Atti¬ 
tudes  have  not  really  changed. 


said:  ‘Ooh  I  don’t  know,  I’m 
very  dubious,  hell  go  on  at  me 
about  my  vowels’." 

.  That  Hollywood  excursion 
snowballed  into  five  more 
films  requiring  a  strong,  ma¬ 


il  a  man  is  to  achieve,  someone  -tronly  character.  Miss 
has  to  step  down  for  a  bit  as  Plowright’s  comfortable  face 


Chappell  of  Bono  Str&t  b 

50  New  Bom  London  Wl. 
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long  as  each  ofyou  gets  a  tom. 
He  was  a  world-famous  fig¬ 
ure,  and  I  sensei  the  responsi¬ 
bility  I  had,  in  helping  to  keep 
his  life  going  in  an  enormously 
important  highly  stressful 
jobi  Larry  didn’t  want  us  to  be 
ships  that  passed  in  the  night. 

■  “When  he  was  running  the 
National  I  was  determined 
that  we  would  not  be  ‘actor- 
manager  and  wife’.  I  said  I 
would  not  act  with 
them  for  the  first 
five  -  years,  and 
didn’t  apart  from 
Vanya  opposite 
Michael  Redgrave.” 

But  eventually  she 
was  under  contract 
to  them  for  ten 
years;  the  National 
repertoire  allowing 
her  to  be  at  home 
half  the  time. 

In  Saturday,  Sun¬ 
day,  Monday  she  - 
earned  a  Swet 
award  —  now 
known  as  an  Olivi¬ 
er,'  of  course — cook¬ 
ing  a  spaghetti 
bolagnese  on  stage 
every  night.  “I  near¬ 
ly  turned  that  part 
down,  but  they  said: 

•You’ll  have  to  make  Sir  La 
up  your  mind, 
because  tomorrow  we're  send¬ 
ing  it  to  Rachel  Roberts.’  The 
thought  that  somebody  else 
might  do  it  suddenly  made  me 
realise  what  a  good  part  it 
■was." 

The  junior  Oliviers,  Rich¬ 
ard,  Tamsin  and  Julie-Kate, 
are  now  making  their  own 
waves  —  Richard  is  directing 
Henry  V.  the  opening  play  at 
the  new  Globe  next  summer — 
"but  I  let  them  do  their  own 
publicity,”  she  firmly1  says. 
While  she  was  nursing  her 
husband  and  turning  down 
work,  he  “propelled"  her  into 
accepting  her  first  American 
film  role,  in  l  hove  You  To 
Death,  with  Kevin  Kline  and 
Keanu  Reeves.  “My  son  Rich¬ 
ard  said  he  would  move  in 
while  1  was  away,  and  get 
Larry  to  record  Shakespeare'S 
sonnets  and  scenes,  for  an 
audiotape  company.  We  asked 
Ian  McKellen  .and..  Maggie 
Smith  to  come  down:  Maggie 


and  figure  distinguish  her 
from  Hollywood  sixty  some¬ 
things  who  strive  to  look  like 
Joan  Collins.  But  she  keeps  fit 
in  her  swimming  pool  in 
Sussex,  arid  at  health  farms 
after  each  film,  since  on  loca¬ 
tion  actors  eat  non-stop. 

According  to  Goldie  Hawn 
in  The  First  Wives  Club,  there 
are  only  three  roles  for  a 
female  film  stan  “Babe,  dis- 


Sir Laurence  and  Lady  Olivier  with  Tamsin 


tria  attorney  and  Driving 
Miss  Daisy.™  Miss  Plowright 
did  a  pilot  for  a  television  sit¬ 
com  as  Miss  Daisy,  but  it  was 
picketed  by  militant  black 
groups  for  “sending  out  the 
wrong  message"  —  so  that,  at 
the  moment,  is  that 
In  the  Channel  4  film  about 
the  malting  of  101  Dalma¬ 
tian is.  Miss  Plowright  is  seen 
waiting  patiently  in  the  wings 
while  ten  puppies  are  coaxed 
into  sitting  still  for  20  seconds, 
her  face  a  mask  of  long- 
suffering.  "We  were  all 
warned  tharwe  would  have  to 
be  patient.  If  the  dogs  got  tired, 
they  would  be  taken  out  to 


plained  that  the  dogs  don’t 
talk.  "But  that’s  the  whole 
point:  the  dogs  talk  their  own 
language  and  get  things  done, 
while  the  talking  humans  are 
helpless." 

"One  day,  if  good  sense 
should  prevail.  Joan  will  make 
a  superb  director  of  a  theatre 
company,"  Larry  wrote.  She 
does  have  a  directing  project  in 
mind  —  a  television  documen¬ 
tary.  She  also  fancies  doing  a 
Road  movie  with  Jeanne  Mo¬ 
reau  (they  met  on  Clothes  in 
the  Wardrobe,  by  Alice  Thom¬ 
as  Ellis).  "We  told  a  television 
interviewer  that  we  would  like 
to  do  an  older  version  of 
Thelma  and  Louise.”  She 
roars  with  laughter. 

Between  film  of¬ 
fers,  she  is  jotting 
down  random 
thoughts  towards  an 
autobiography. 
"When  Larry  was 
worried  about 
where  to  start  his 
book,  he  was  told: 
‘Picasso  said  it 
doesn’t  matter 
where  you  start  a 
portrait.  You  can 
start  with  the  big 
toe.’  When  Gore 
Vidal  wrote  Palimp¬ 
sest,  he  just  let  mem¬ 
ories  come  to  him  as 
he  sat  in  Ravel  lo  — 
as  I  did  with  him 
last  summer." 

Having  married  a 
husband  22  years 
ainsin  older,  she  knew  she 
might  well  end  up 
on  her  own.  “You  take  ft  into 
account,  and  talk  about  it;  so 
to  an  extent  you  are  prepared. 
But  you  cant  help  it,  if  you 
have  a  great  passion:  it  is 
better  to  have  loved  and  last 
...  And  there  is  an  energy 
from  that  love,  which  carries 
on."  Her  husband  once  quoted 
“artists  must  be  selfish,  it  is  in 
fact  their  duty"  from  Shaw’s 
Man  and  Superman,  admit¬ 
ting  that  his  way  of  life  had 
demanded  great  forbearance 
from  his.  family:  "What  my 
beloved  Joan  has  had  to  stand 
from  me,  has  since  caused  me 
much  wonderment." 

At  Olivier’s  1989  memorial 


Poets'  Comer  in  the  abbey. 
“Every  year  the  grandchildren 
light  the  candles  and  we  put 
flowers  and  holly  around  the 
stone,  and  sing  one  of  Larry’s 
favourite  carols,  O  Come  All 
Ye  Faithful,  to  which  we  all 
used  to  sing  different  harmo¬ 
nies,  which  rarely  matched." 


Small,  dry 
and  so 

very  cool 

Sherry  has  become  the  party 
season’s  absolutely  essential  drink 

One  night  last  week  I  and  stiding  down  every 
am  chilling  in  the  gullet  under  30  that  knows 
basement  at  the  what  is  eood  for  it 


One  night  last  week  I 
am  chilling  in  the 
basement  at  the 
Globe,  in  the  cold  hours 
before  morning,  when  all 
of  a  sudden  I  feel  a  sharp 
nudge  in  my  lower  ribs,  i 
recognise  this  nudge  as 
MNSing  from  the  elbow  of 
Easy  Eddy  McGyver,  the 
heppest  hound  on  the 
London  dub  scene. 

“Yo.  Easy!"  I  say,  turning 
round  and  checking  my 
image  in  his  metal  bug- 
wrap  Oakleys. 

“Word  up,"  he  says. 
“Fresh.  What  are  you 
drinking?” 

This  is  not  so  much  a 
question,  as  a  final  elimina¬ 
tor  in  the  do-you-get-to- 
drink-with-Easy  knockout 
competition.  And  so  I  sweat 
a  little.  Ice  Beer?  I  think 
not  He  will  take  me  for  a 
skiing  kangaroo.  I  don’t 
dig  a  “fish"  (iced  tea  and 
vodka)  just  now,  and  jelly 
shots  are  a  relic  of  the 
March  *95  Chechen-chic  ex¬ 
plosion  —  the  crucial  thing 
here  is  to  get  it  right.  Know 

what  I’m  _ _ 

saying?  . 

1  >•  SFG1 

kick  the  E*' 

board  into  i 

his  snow, 
like,  and 
say:  “No, 

Easy.  Ig'ty 
You're  the 

man,  let  me  get  one  for 
you."  It  is  risky,  but  at  least 
1  am  wearing  a  Gotcha  v- 
neck  with  asymmetrical  or¬ 
ange  and  brown  stripes.  It 
should  get  me  through  this. 

“A  sherry,  then,”  he 
drawls.  "Dry  and  cold, 
preferably  Tio  Pepe." 

And  I  pull  up  dead  on  the 
frozen  wave. 

But  Eddy  is  right  1  have 
done  my  researdi  in  the 
days  since  then  and  it  turns 
out  that  the  onliest  thing  to 
be  seen  drinking  this  win¬ 
ter  is  cold  manzanilla.  In  a 
short-stemmed  sherry  flute. 

For  sherry  has  under¬ 
gone  a  revolution  in  the 
eyes  of  the  most  hip,  and  is 
cutting-edge  cooL  Gone  is 
the  crumbly  image  encap¬ 
sulated  in  Maggie  Smith’s 
line  in  A  Private  Function: 
“I'm  going  to  throw  caution 
to  the  winds  and  have  a 
sweet  sherry.” 

Forget  forever,  or  at  least 
until  January,  the  brown 
juice  of  Oxford  tutorials 
remembered  so  lovingly  by 
John  Betjeman:  “Balkan 
Sobranies  in  a  wooden  box, 

/  The  college  arms  upon 
the  lid;  Tokay  t  And  Sherry 
in  the  cupboard . . 

For  pale  sherry  is  back. 


and  stiding  down  every 
gullet  under  30  that  knows 
what  is  good  for  it 

At  lunchtime  in  the  City, 
young  traders  make  forthe 
nearest  tapas  joint,  to  stand 
at  the  bar  in  Nicole  Fahri 
overcoats  and  shout  “amor 
y  pesetas!”  as  they  swig 
(heir  fino.  and  gobble 
jamdn  sliced  from  the 
haunch  in  front  of  them. 

“It  goes  with  anything," 
one  yuppie  explained  to  me 
at  Meson  Los  B  a  rifles,  in 
Spitalfields.  “Light  food  or 
heavy.  You  gel  drunk  but 
you  don't  get  bloated. 
That’s  why  Spaniards  have 
so  much  fun:  they  get 
utterly  caned  on  this  stuff  at 
lunchtime,  but  don’t  crash 
out  at  their  desks  like  the 
fat  wine-soaked  lushes  that 
used  to  run  Britain,  and 
who  are  being  superseded 
by  young  thrusters  like  me, 
manzanifling  our  way  to 
the  top  I’ll  probably  do 
half  a  dozen  glasses  and 
then  go  back  to  work  raring 
logo." 

Albert)  v  Gran  a,  in 


Albert)  y  Gran  a,  in 

_ ■  Sioane 

• -T-  •“  -  Avenue,  is 

SIGN  OF  r,  ^ 

TMES-  SerfS 

“iv'f.:  r  night. 

---  -- v  >:  :/>!  “You  can’t 
f<3oren  help  ferf- 

•  .  t-  t  ing  a  bit 

swank.” 
clubkitten  Ruth  Sullivan 
told  me.  “It  deans  your 
palate,  like  white  wine, 
except  that  you  don’t  have 
to  finish  the  bottle  when 
you're  sick  of  it  Neat  gin  is 
over  now,  so  near-frozen 
manzanilla  is  the  tidiest 
thing  to  line  your  glass 
with." 

“"X/O"  8**  tIl0se  co°* 

V  glasses,"  she  went 
-1-  on,  "and  because 
it*s  stronger  than  wine  it 
doesn't  lead  to  the  water 
retention  that  softens  cru¬ 
cial  bone  definition  in  the 
hours  before  dancing.  And 
it  gives  you  a  pep-up  zing 
that,  these  days,  is  associat¬ 
ed  more  with  illegal  chemi¬ 
cals  than  fortified  wine.  It 
is  the  absinthe  of  the  1990s. 

“The  other  cool  thing  is 
that  you  eat  sliced  jamdn 
wife  a  cocktail  stick,  so  you 
feel  like  a  tittle  bullfighter. 
That’s  what  it  is.  Sherry  has 
that  combination  of  macho 
and  dainty  that  bullfight¬ 
ing  is  all  about  —  just  tike 
dubbing.” 

So  when  Granny  offers 
you  a  sherry  this  new  year, 
there  is  only  one  thing  you 
can  say:  "Wicked,  flygirl. 
Lay  it  on  me." 


THE 

SIMPSON 
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NOW  ON 

UP  TO  50%  OFF 
SELECTED  MERCHANDISE  INCLUDING 
THIS  SEASON'S  WOMEN'S  FASHIONS 


impson 

IlCCADIlLY 


play  in  the  fresh  air;  we  '  service  at  Westminster  Abbey, 
couldn't  do  that.  But  we  re-  where  Gielgud.  Guinness, 


mained  in  good  humour  how¬ 
ever  boring  it  got 
“Those  puppies  are  so  trust¬ 
ing,  they  are  anybody’s  for  an 
orange,  and  leap  up  and  lick 
you  as  if  you’re  the  love  of  their 
life,”  Some  critics  have  com- 


Finney,  Maggie  Smith  etc 
performed  —  in  some  trepida¬ 
tion,  feeling  that  Olivier  was 
listening  —  they  could  have 
filled  the  abbey  five  times  over. 
This  year  Lady  Olivier  had  her 
usual  Christmas  gathering  at 
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Philip  Howard 


■  What  book  is  less 
commonplace  than  a  diary? 

A  commonplace  book 

After  the  thank-you  letters  comes  the 
change-over  of  diaries.  This  is  the 
annual  rite  of  passage  that  upsets 
even  those  of  us  who  are  cavalier  with  our 
daily  records.  The  scribbles  that  we  can  still 
read,  we  can  no  longer  understand.  Engage¬ 
ments  dial  a  month  ago  were  important 
enough  to  be  underlined  three  times  have 
quite  gone-  In  the  personal  notes  we  are 
annually  humiliated  by  having  no  fax 
■  numbers  to  enter  and  by  having  forgotten 
our  National  Insurance  numbers.  Names 
that  were  on  the  tip  of  the  tongue  in  the 
summer  have  faded  or  become  monstrously 
mismatched  with  others.  Who  was  Ebenezer 
Bigg?  And  can  this  illegible  scrawl  be  mine? 
And  so  the  changing  of  diaries  is  distressing 
as  a  reminder  that  we  are  a  year's  march 
nearer  to  the  door  of  the  Alzheimer  hotel. 

So  this  year  at  the  end  of  December  I  made 
calendarial  resolutions  —  as  usual.  As  usual 
I  know  the  resolutions  will  not  be  kept 
beyond  January  1.  In  1997,  [  undertake  not  to 
keep  a  desk  diary  at  the  office  as  well  as  an 
overlapping  pocket  diary  in  my  right-hand 
trouser  pocket.  That  way  lie  embarrassing 
double  bookings  and  fbrgonen  dates.  Next 
year  I  will  enter  in  the  diary  numbers  that 
really  matter,  such  as  the  Open  Sesame 
number  for  the  bank’s  hole  in  the  wall,  and 
the  magic  number  to  reverse  the  charges  to 
the  word-factory  of  The  Times. 

In  1997 1  resolve  to  make  the  time  to  enter 
dales  and  names  legibly,  not  in  shorthand. 
No  more  will  I  make  the  excuse  that  a  daily 
journalist  has  a  work-span  of  a  single  day. 
and  that  tomorrow  and  all  its  tomorrows  can 
look  out  for  themselves.  Next  year,  sufficient 
unto  the  day  mil  no  longer  be  the  cock-up 
thereof  in  the  efficient  Howard  diary. 

But.  of  course,  it  ain't  going  to  happen. 
Why  should  my  1997  diary  be  different  from 
its  long  line  of  scruffy  predecessors?  It  would 
be  far  more  sensible  for  all  of  us  in  the 
scribbling  business  to  keep  an  old-fashioned 
commonplace  book-  We  are  more  interested 
in  fine  phrases  and  jokes  than  in  conferences 
and  appointments.  We  could  preserve  the 
fleeting  bon  mot  or  wise  words  as  we  heard 
them,  at  dinner  or  in  speeches  or  on  the  j 
radio.  They  would  be  a  record  of  the  passing  1 
annual  chat  show.  And  we  could  then  recycle 
them  in  our  copy. 

Jock  Murray,  the  last  of  the  gentleman 
publishers,  was  the  last  person  I  know  to 
keep  a  commonplace  book.  At  dinners  of  the 
Literary  Society  he  would  pull  out  a  little 
•  blue  notebook  from  his  inside  jacket  pocket 
and  scribble’  in  it  in  penriL  His  jokes  and 
jottings  of  more -than  60  years  have  been 
..published  in  time' for  diary-change  day  by 
his  son  and  successor  in  their  eponymous 
publishing  house.  When  Childs  Harold  was 
published.  Byron  woke  to  find  himself 
famous.  And  his  publisher.  John  Murray  1, 
woke  to  find  himself  a  gentleman. 

I  can  still  hear  his  grandson  chuckling  and 
clicking  his  fingers  and  twiddling  his 
spectacles  with  delight  when  he  heard  some 
of  these  proverbs  and  gobbets  for  the  first 
time.  The  Fleet  Street  report:  “The  girl  was 
beheaded,  chopped  into  pieces  and  placed  in 
a  trunk  but  was  not  interfered  with."  The 
notice  seen  in  a  butcher's  shop  in  Westmore¬ 
land:  "John  Murray,  seller  of  tripe."  The  sign 
saying:  “Harwich  for  the  Continent"  —  and 
underneath.  ‘Frinton  for  the  incontinent". 
The  notice  in  a  Southport  hotel:  "Baths  may 
be  had  (by  arrangement)  with  tire  manager¬ 
ess  only".  And  at  Christmas-cradker  rime, 
“Whar  did  the  bra  say  to  the  top  hat?  You  go 
on  ahead  while  I  give  these  two  a  lift" 

But  what  is  encouraging  for  us  lesser 
keepers  and  wasters  of  words  is  that  Jock 
himself  was  not  as  organised  as  he  may 
sound.  His  pendl  marks  faded  over  the 
decade,  and  his  writing  sometimes  became 
as  illegible  as  ours.  Only  a  fraction  of  his 
entries  in  more  than  40  small  notebooks 
have  proved  decipherable.  And  Jock  was 
sometimes  as  careless  as  a  journalist  with  his 
attributions.  I  think  that  the  author  of  his 
witticism  about  sex  at  the  age  of  93  must 
hare  been  George  Bums  rather  than 
"George  Burney-",  as  published.  But  Jock  is  a 
new'  year  model  for  us.  Those  of  us  who  live 
by  the  word  are  defined  by  the  words  of  our 
generation.  We  are  improvident  to  let  the 
best  words  whistle  down  the  wind.  So  J 
resolve  to  keep  a  commonplace  book  next 
year.  But  just  in  case,  1  hope  that  someone 
else  as  companionable  as  Jock  is  still  taking 
down  the  best  bits. 


With  a  little  help  from 
His  Royal  Highness 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27  1996 

The  Prince  of  Wales’s  charities  succeed  because  they  encourage  local  self-reliance,  says  Frank  Prochaska 

de-sss  With  a  little  helo  from  ? -■ 

events?  Though  trivial  to  republicans  *  *  aXwvX  V  XX%/XL/.  XX:\/XXX  particular  is  in  a  pasroon  to 

and  humdrum  to  the  press.  Prince  _  A  /social  policy.  Vto  woj®/ 

Charles’s  philanthropy  is  probably  his  XX  “I  X  X  #  1  mimsteron  behalf  of  one  of  his 

best  hope  of  clawing  back  public  favour.  LI  1  O  1^  A\rQ  I  MlfTnllACC1  the-mirpster  must  lake  some  notice-^ 

Last  year,  the  Prince  of  Wales  raised  I  1  I  ^  fV  1  1  V  fit  V  I.  I  [  I  (  ^  •  ■  The  Prince  of Wales  prefers  voluntary 

more  than  £20  million  for  good  causes.  ■*“  “*“*■"•*  “■■Xta^llXlVUk/  remedies  to  political  ones,  but  fie 

This  is  small  beer  compared  to  the  social  .  **  -  ’  recognises  the  need  to  work  wim 

security  budget,  but  more  than  four  There  is  nothing  newrabout  a  Prince  of  from  Edmund  Burke  by  way  of  Prince  alliance  that  has  developed  between  the  -government-  Although  anxious  to  oe 

times  his  income  from  the  Duchy  of  Wales  assisting  the  young  and  the  Albert  At  its  heart  is  die  view  that  monarchy  and  charitable  bodies  over  .  politically  neutral,  the  Prince’s  T rust  has 

Cornwall.  At  present  he  is  stepping  up  unemployed.  Looking  back  on  his  years  people  should  administer  themselves  as  -  the  centuries.  In  1990.  Prince  Charles  ■-  been  inviting  Members  of  Parliament  to 
his  work  for  die  young  unemployed,  as  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Windsor  much  as  possible  through  die  family,  spoke  of  the  need  for  “volunteers"  to  see  its  work  in  action  in  their  constrtuen- 

ethnk  minorities,  the  homeless  and  the  noted:  "The  job...  was,  first,  to  carry  on  parishes  and  local  agencies.  When  encourage  a  sense  of  community  and  to  des.  Sensitive  to  public  relations,  it  has 

disabled  through  a  host  of  institutions,  associations  with  worthy  causes  outside  Prince  Charles  uses  the  word  “commun-  defend  the  values  of  a.  democratic  also  staged  big  set-piece  events,  such  as 
but  most  of  ail  through  the  Prince’s  politics  and  do  the  them  with  the  ity"  it  means  particular  people  in  a  society.  Royal  experts  have  failed  to  President  Chirac's  visit  to  Glasgow  and 

Trust  group  of  charities.  prestige  of  the  Prince's  high  position;  specific  place,  not  a  collective  abstrac-  notice  it.  but  the  Crown  sees,  the-  president  Mandela's  id  Brixton-  There  is 

The  Prince’s  Trust  is  a  revealing  royal  and,  second,  to  bring  the  monarchy,  in  tioi.  (It  is  instructive  to  compare his  use  volunteer  and the. intenoediaiy  inditu-.  a  danger,  however,  that  politicians  may 

institution.  Since  its  foundation  in  1976,  response  to  new  conditions,  ever  nearer  of  the  word  with  Tory  Blair's.)  He  is  tions  of  aril  sodety  as  a  buffer  between  see  it  as  a  think-tank  with  glamour  and 

it  has  provided  grants,  training  or  study  to  the  people.”  But  when  Edward  VI  LI  often  charged  with  Lacking  a  coherent .  the  individual  arid  the  State,  and  a  ideas  that  can  be  adopted  for  ministerial 

support  to  more  than  150,000  young  said,  famously,  “something  must  be  programme,  but  an  approach  to  social  safeguard  against  overbearing,  bureau-  ■  Presumably.  lhis  would  be  anathe- 

people.  The  Prince's  Youth  Business  done",  he  expected  someone  else  to  do  it  ills  that  is  based  on  local  aaxununities  is  cratic  jpvemment.  Such  assumptions  ma  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  would 

Trust,  nerw  the  biggest  new  business  Prince  Charles  is  more  assiduous  than  bound  to  seem  muddled  to  those  who  .  underpin  the  Prince’s  Thist  /  not  wish  to  see  his  efforts  leading  to 

agency  in  the  country  outside  govern-  his  great-unde.  He  does  not  model  seek  the  uniform,  comprehensive  sol-  In  this  century,  representative  demoo-  -  afore  government 

mem.  has  been  instrumental  in  the  himself  on  any  past  member  of  the  utions  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  The  lade  of  racy  has  tended  to  push  out  the  prince  Charles  remains  sceptical 

creation  of 30.000  companies  and  60.000  Royal  Family,  bra  his  outlook  is  striking--  a  strategic  view  is  perhaps  not  so  much  a  spontaneous,  pluralistic  democracy  of  .  about  centralising  tendency  of 
jobs.  (After  three  years.  60  per  cent  of  the  ly  similar  to  that  of  Prime  Albert,  who  problem  for  Prince  Charles  as  it  is  for  voluntary  bodies,  with  fee  result  feat  :•  government.  There  is  a  danger  in  the 

companies  were  still  trading.)  In  his  called  on  the  rich  and  famous  to  support  fee  public,  which  has  been  led  by  citizens  have  become  consumers  of  Government's  current  enthusiasm  for 

recent  book  Investing  with,  the  Grand  his  various  schemes  of  social  improve-  successive  post-war  governments  to  government  rather  than  its  producers.  TOrUniCjin„  ^  to  voluntary 

Masters .  James  Morton  argues  that  ment  Like  Albert.  Prince  Charles  as-  assume  that  if  it  pays  its  taxes  it  can  sit  But  few  outside  political  rirdes  new  bodies.  Many  a  charity,  desperate  for 

Prince  Charles  “has  no  peer  Mien  it  sumes  that  a  sense  of  place  and  good  bade  and  leave  the  removal  of  social  believe  that  social  reform  can  be  government  money,  is  swimming  into 

comes  to  his  investment  record.  There  is  design  are  essential  to  human  happt-  inequalities  to  elected  officials.  delivered  by  ministerial  fiaL  Given  the  the  mouth  of  Leviathan.  Prince  Charles 

not  a  venture  capital  trust  around  today  ness,  and  that  commerce  and  charily  are  Constitutional  monarchy  operates  in  decline  in  collectivist  ideals,  and  recent  ^  anxious  to  keep  his  distance.  But  given 

which  can  top  his  results  over  the  last  essential  motors  of  the  drive  far  social  the  context  of  representative  democracy,  moves  by  all  political  parties  to  eneour-  record  of  his  charitable  projects  — 

ten  years."  Unlike  other  entrepreneurs,  betterment  The  message  that  radiates  But  pronouncements  by  the  Queen,  me  age  active  citizenship,  there  are  indica-  ministers  have  created 

the  prince  receives  no  dividends  for  his  from  the  Prince's  Trust  is  that  social  Duke  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Prince  erf  tions  that  the  participatory  democracy  ggnoo  jobs?  _  Leviathan  may  soon  be 

services,  bur  as  royal  charitable  work  is  problems  are  best  remedied  by  personal  Wales  suggest  that  they  have  a.  high  inherent  in  voluntary  institutions  is  swimming  after  him. 

arguably  one  of  the  most  compelling  ImiI  i.ii«in«  anrf  MlfJuJn  wnnl  fcr  A.  mufin'iuif/ini  Amrwon/  rommo  '  KaHr  turn  flehinn  TVmiih 

reasons  for  the  monarchy's  survival, 
there  are  other  rewards  to  be  reaped. 


There  is  nothing  new- a  bout  a  Prince  of 
Wales  assisting  the  young  and  the 
unemployed.  Looking  back  on  his  years 
as  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Windsor 
noted:  "The  job . . .  was,  first,  to  carry  on 
associations  with  worthy  causes  outside 
politics  and  do  the  them  with  the 
prestige  of  the  Prince's  high  position; 
and,  second,  to  bring  the  monarchy,  in 
response  to  new  conditions,  ever  nearer 
to  the  people."  But  when  Edward  VIII 
said,  famously,  “something  must  be 
done",  he  expected  someone  else  to  do  it 
Prince  Charles  is  more  assiduous  than 
his  great-unde.  He  does  not  model 
himself  on  any  past  member  of  the 
Royal  Family,  but  his  outlook  is  striking¬ 
ly  similar  to  that  of  Prince  Albert,  who 
railed  on  the  rich  and  famous  to  support 
his  various  schemes  of  social  improve¬ 
ment  Like  Albert  Prince  Charles  as¬ 
sumes  that  a  sense  of  place  and  good 
design  are  essential  to  human  happi¬ 
ness,  and  that  commerce  and  charily  are 
essential  motors  of  the  drive  for  social 
betterment  The  message  that  radiates 
from  the  Prince’s  Trust  is  that  social 
problems  are  best  remedied  by  personal 
service,  local  initiative  and  self-help. 

The  social  philosophy  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  may  be  desoibed  as  deriving 


from  Edmund  Burke  by  way  of  Prince 
Albert  At  its  heart  is  fee  view -feat 
people  should  administer  themselves  as 
much  as  possible  through  fee  family, 
parishes  and  local  agencies.  When 
Prince  Charles  uses  fee  word  “commun¬ 
ity”  it  means  particular  people  in  a 
specific  place,  not  a  collective  abstrac¬ 
tion.  (It  is  instructive  to  compare  his  use 
of  the  word  with  Tory  Blair's.)  He  is 
often  charged  with  ladting  a  coherent . 
programme,  but  an  approach  to  social 
ills  that  is  based  an  local  communitiesvs 
bound  to  seem  muddled  to  these  who 
seek  fee  uniform,  comprehensive  sol¬ 
utions  of  the  New  Jerusalem.  The  lack  of 
a  strategic  view  is  perhaps  not  so  much  a 
problem  for  Prince  Charles  as  it  is  for 
the  public,  which  has  been  led  by 
successive  post-war  governments  to 
assume  that  if  it  pays  its  taxes  it  can  sit 
bade  and  leave  the  removal  of  social 
inequalities  to  elected  officials. 

Constitutional  monarchy  operates  in 
the  contact  of  representative  democracy. 
But  pronouncements  by  fee  Queen,  fee 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  and  the  Prince  of 
Wales  suggest  feat  feey  have  a.  high 
regard  for  the  participatory  democracy 
that  is  immanent  in  voluntary  institu¬ 
tions,  a  regard  which  flows  from  the 


affiance  that  has  developed  between  the 
monarchy  and  charitable  bodies  over 
tile  centuries.  In  1990,  Prince  Charles 
spoke  of  the  need  for  “volunteers"  to 
encourage  a  sense  erf  community  and  to 
defend  the  values  of  a.  democratic 
sodety.  Royal  experts  have  failed  to 
notice  it,  but  the  Crown  sees,  the 
volunteer  and  the  mten&ediaiy  institu-. 
tions  of  dvi 1  sodeay  as  a  buffer  between 
die  individual  ar»j  fee  State,  and  a 
safeguard  against  overbearing,  bureau¬ 
cratic  government  Such  assumptions 
.  underpin  the  Prince's  TVusL 

In  this  century*  representative  democ¬ 
racy  has  .tended  to  push  out  the 
spontaneous,  pluralistic  democracy  of 
voluntary  todies,  with  the  result  that 
citizens  have  become  consumers.,  of. 
government  rather  than  its  producers. 
But  few  outside  political  aides  now 
believe  that  social  reform  can  be 
delivered  by  ministerial  fiat  Given  the 
decline  in  collectivist  ideals,  and  recent 
moves  by  all  political  parties  to  encour¬ 
age  active  citizenship,  there  are  indica¬ 
tions  that  the  participatory  democracy 
inherent  in  voluntary  institutions  is 
coining  bade  into  fashion.  Though 
members  of  tire-  Royal  Family  may  not 
appreciate  it,  they  are  uniquely  placed  to 


•Frank  Prochaska  is  the  author  of  The 
Welfare  Monarchy  (Yale). 


Shakespeare  in  every  home 


You  can  never  start  too  young  with  the 
greatest  poetry,  and  once  learnt,  it 
is  a  treasure  for  the  whole  of  life 


Among  ray  vast  number  of 
oddlinesses.  some  of  which 
have  had  bystanders  seriously 
worrying.  I  indude  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  tearing  paper.  I  am  not  quite 
so  barmy  as  to  sit  about  doing  nothing 
but  tear  pieces  of  paper  for  hours  on 
end,  but  when  I  am.  say.  clearing  out  a 
cupboard,  and  finding  in  it  a  bundle  of 
papers  which  have  no  more  use.  1  do  get 
a  mild  pleasure  from  tearing  the  papas 
before  I  put  them  in  sacks  for  the 
rubbish-men.  This  almost  invariably 
means  that  very  large  numbers  of 
papers,  more  or  less  vital  to  my  life, 
have  been  accidentally  scooped  up  with 

the  useless  ones,  so  _ 

that  I  spend  the  next  __ 
month  trying  to  re-  f  J 
member  what  the  pre-  D'lr'i 

dous  papers,  now  lost  //  / 

for  ever,  were  about  -v- 

(Perhaps  the  worrying  I 

should  go  as  far  as  f  ,r  J 
men  in  white  coats.)  *  *  v 

But  from  time  to  - 

time.  1  accidentally  fish 
out  a  piece  of  paper,  which  for  the  life  of 
me  1  cannot  place.  One  of  these  has  just 
popped  out  and  I  am  intrigued  to  know 
how  it  got  there,  because  it  has  plainly 
been  mouldering  in  a  cupboard  for  two 
or  three  years.  Clearly,  it  is  from  The 
Times,  but  it  has  no  byline  and  is  headed 
just  “By  a  staff  reporter".  (If  fee  writer  of 
the  article  is  still  on  the  staff  and  sees 
this,  would  he  or  she  please  let  me  know, 
so  at  last  I  can  give  some  credit  where  it 
is  due.) 

But  this  little  bit  of  sleuthing 
means,  for  me  at  least,  a  wonderful  vista 
of  glory,  and  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  say  that.  For  the  heading  of  the 
article  is  “Teach  the  Bard  to  five-year- 
olds",  and  the  entire  article  is  a  beautiful 
plea  to  get  fee  immortal  lines  of  Shake¬ 
speare  into  heads  so  young  that  when 
they  grow  up  they  find  Shakespeare  in 
them  for  life.  And  to  find  that  you  have 
Shakespeare  m  you  is  second  only  to 
finding  Heaven. 

And  I  should  know.  For  at  my  public 
school,  one  of  fee  minor  punishments 
for  minor  transgressions  was  id  be  given 
by  fee  prefect  or  teacher  a  poem  or  a 
part  of  a  poem  and  commit  it  to  mem¬ 
ory  within  a  specified  time;  at  the  spec¬ 
ified  time,  die  transgressor  had  to  re¬ 
peat  the  poem,  now  bookless fy,  and  woe 
betide  he  who  had  not  got  the  tines 
into  his  head  in  time.  (You  know  about 
my  magic  carpet,  the  discovery  that  I 
had  a  memory  so  perfect  that  I  could 


Bernard 

Levin 


recite  two  thousand  tines  of  Shake¬ 
speare,  or  anything  else  for  that  mat¬ 
ter,  without  any  books.  Alas,  poor  Yor- 
ick.  the  magic  carpet  burst  into  flames 
three  or  four  years  ago,  and  now  1  have 
to  look  up  everything  and  anything  I 
want  to  know.) 

But  let  me  alone,  and  let  us  contem¬ 
plate  what  that  eager  drunk  of  news¬ 
paper  could  come  to:  “Teach  the  Bard  to 
five-year-olds".  First,  let  us  tackle  head- 
on  fee  claim  that  if  you  stuff  Shake¬ 
speare  down  a  child’s  throat  be  will  hate 
Shakespeare  rather  than  love  him  when 
he  grows  up.  The  child  who  wants  to  run 
out  and  play  rather  than  read  Shake- 

_  speare  is  a  real  figure, 

j  but  the  same  child,  20 

.J  years  on,  will  bless 

7/7f77  the  parent  who  de- 

Wf  IT  manded  an  evening  a 

•  week  of  the  boring 

\4/S/%  Shakespeare, 

y  jfg.  In  fee  Royal  Soaety 

"  for  the  Encouragement 

—  of  Arts,  Manufactures 

and  Commerce  (and 
what  a  magnificent  name!)  Shakespeare 
must  erf  course,  have  a  high  place.  And 
the  RSA  gives  him  one:  “His  output 
was  prodigious,  and  his  plays  contain 
the  whole  range  of  human  emotions,  re¬ 
lationships.  and  situations.  The  themes 
are  universal,  encompassing  every  as¬ 
pect  of  human  endeavour.  His  lan¬ 
guage.  rich  in  its  imagery  and  dram¬ 
atic  power,  moves  fluently  from  heroic 
verse  and  lyricism  to  the  broad  humour 
of  the  street  His  plays  are  read  and 
performed  in  many  languages  and  have 
been  turned  into  ballets,  operas,  music 
scores,  films  and  cartoons.  Moreover, 
fee  acting  of  Shakespearean  pieces  by 
pupils  is  a  means  of  exploring  text  and  is 
a  valid  teaching  approach.  Seeing 
professional  actors  perform  Shake¬ 
speare  could  also  inspire  curiosity  and 
further  study." 

And  that  is  how-  I  came  first  to 
Shakespeare  on  the  page,  and  from 
there  on.  Shakespeare  on  "the  stage. 

Many  years  ago  —  oh,  all  right  49 
years  if  you  must  —  there  was  a  music- 
hall  less  then  100  yards  from  my  home.  I 
had  been  reading  Shakespeare  vora¬ 
ciously  for  some  years,  but  I  had  not 
seen  any  of  it  on  a  stage,  though  that  was 
not  strange,  because  1  had  never  then 
seen  any  play.  But  Donald  Wolfit  (yes, 
yes,  you  haven't  fee  faintest  notion  of 
who  Wolfit  was)  brought  his  ragtag  and 
bobtail  company  to  fee  Camden  High 
Street  music-hall. 


as  fee  two  players  rolled  the  words  into 
fee  air  and  I  realised  that  practically  ho 
one  in  that  great  hall  had  before  realised 
feat  so  many  hundreds  of  phrases  were 
from  Shakespeare. 

But  come,  turn  the  pages,  and  with  no 
more  ultimate  purpose  let  me  recall  just 
a  few  words  of  the  millions  he  wrote. 


:  millions  he  wrote. 


Donald  Wolfit  fee  first  incarnation  of  Shakespeare  for  fee  young  Levin 


1  was.  of  course,  dumbstruck.  True. 
I  was  about  14  or  15  and  as  I  say  had 
been  reading  Shakespeare  for  a  consid¬ 
erable  time.  Nevertheless,  the  transi¬ 
tion  from  the  page  to  the  human  being  is 
something  1  have  never  forgotten,  and 
never  will,  in  one  of  my  own  books  — 
Enthusiasms  —  there  is  a  substantial 
chapter  entirety  about  Shakespeare,  and 
as  1  have  said,  there  was  not  a  day  when 
at  least  half  a  dozen  pages  weren’t 
turned. 

One  of  the  most  stirring  moments 
of  my  life  took  place  in  the  United 


Sates,  in  Washington  DC,  where  a  very 
grand  party  was  being  given  in  the 
Folgcr  Library  —  that  mighty  collection 
of  everything  in  the  world  about 
Shakespeare.  I  had  been  asked  to 
organise  something  for  the  evening,  and 
I  brought  over  two  of  Britain*  finest 
players.  I  wrote  a  massive  Shakespear¬ 
ean  trumpet  made  up  of  some  of  fee 
hundreds  of  phrases  that  we  use 
casually  which  originally  came  from 
Shakespeare.  Maggie  Smith  and  Alec 
McCowen  spoke  the  tines  wonderfully, 
bur  my  finest  hour  was  the  utter  silence 


How  all  occasions  do  inform  against  me. 

And  spur  my  dull  revenge! 

Tis  one  thing  to  be  tempted.  EscalusT 

Another  thing  to  EdL  ■ 

There  is  a  world  elsewhere. 

.  Perdition  catch  my  soul 

But  f  do  love  thee!  and  when  I  love  diee 
.  ■  not. 

Chaos  is  oome  again. 

If  every  ducat  in  tix  thousand  ducats 

Were  in  ax  parts  and  every  part  a  ducat. 

T  would  not  draw  them;  I  would  have  my 
.band. 

Good  shqjherd.  tell  this  youth  what  tis  to 
love. 

•  I  dare  do  air  that  may  become  a  man; 

Who  dares  .do  more  is  none. 

Tis  fee  rime’s  plague,  when  madmen  lead 
•  -  the  Wind. 

-  |V :  Tbilisi  of  aU  tbe’RnBBans.  fareiheewdL 

I  should  like  to  know  how  many 
homes  have  a  copy  of  Shakespeare.  I 
wish  every  home  had  at  Least  one.  I  seem 
to  have  nine,  not  including  the  original 
seven-volume  Nqnesuch  and  the  later 
fourvolume  edition,  and  I  even  have  the 
Bawdier,  which  I  find  delightful  when  I 
•  getto  fee  wards  he  had  to  expunge,  such 
as  “What  bastard  doth  not?",  but  even 
"his  mother’s  mflk".  Bawdier  must  have 
.  had  a  fit  when  he  came  to 

She  lov'd  not  the  savour  of  tar  nor  of  pitdi 

Yet  a  tailor  might  scratch  her  where'er  she 
did  itch. 

I  also  have  a  concordance,  but  alas,  I 
now  have  to  use  a  magnifying-glass. 

Once  upcai  a  time,  itris  said,  there  was 
a  Bible  inievoy  home.  I  shudder  to  think 
what  the  numbers  must  be  now.  And  if 
fee  Bible  has  vanished.  Shakespeare  is 
going  also.  Ah.  but  that  tiny  newspaper 
cutting,  years  old,  shows  that  Shake¬ 
speare  can  be  digested  by  five-year-olds, 
which  means  that  the  Bazd  still  fives, 
and  still  teaches.  .  * 

But  dont  just  tell  me:  teB  Shake¬ 
speare.  When  the  plebs  crowded  the 
arenas  for  another  new  work  of  Shake¬ 
speare,  few  there  were  who  could  read 
or  write.  That  didn't  stop  them,  nor  did 
the  rain.  How  can  we  bring  back  that 
feeling,  that  longing,  that  belief  that 
every  day  has  some  Shakespeare  in  it? 
There  can  be  only  one  answer:  start  with 
the  children. 

I  was  lucky;  I  met  Shakespeare  early. 
But  now  children  do  not  need  to  be 
lucky,  for  that  mysterious  but  wonderful 
piece  of  paper  has  demonstrated  that 
even  to  fee  youngest;  Shakespeare  can 
be  not  only  not  boring  at  all,  but  a  glory 
and  shining  path  for  ever. 
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Bad  Ordre 


TACT  WAS  clearly  taking  a 
breather  the  other  day  when  Sir 
Anthony  Hopkins  received  one  of 
France's  highest  cultural  honours. 
He  still  had  the  green  and  white 
ribbon  and  right- pointed  star  of  the 
Commandeur  dans  1 ’Ordre  des 
Arts  et  des  Letmes  round  his  neck 
when  he  told  French  journalists 
feat  he  was  turning  down  a  leading 

\/\fr 


T«  charging  you  with 
wearing  a  dangerous 
sweatee' 


rale  in  the  film  version  of  Victor 
Hugo’s  Les  Mi&rables,  one  of  the 
country’s  literary  crown  jewels,  for 
fee  most  flippant  of  reasons. 

Hopkins  had  just  been  made  a 
Commandeur  along  with  James 
Ivory  and  Ismail  Merchant,  direc¬ 
tor  and  producer  of  his  latest  film. 
Surviving  Picasso,  Commando;  rs 
are  a  serious  bunch,  and  include 
fee  likes  of  Seamus  Heaney.  They 
are  not  to  be  confused  with  fee 
Chevaliers  des  Arts  et  des  Lettres, 
such  as  Sharon  Stone  and  Sylvester 
Stallone,  who  are  appointed  by  the 
French  Ministry  of  Culture  as 
casually  as  if  they  were  municipal 
dog-catchers. 

To  the  obvious  dismay  of  the 
French  press,  however.  Hopkins 
decided  the  presentation  of  fee 
award  was  a  good  moment  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  he  was  spurning  the 
honour  of  playing  Javen  fee  police¬ 
man.  who  chases  the  escaped  con¬ 
vict  in  Hugo's  book.  “Irs  too  unre¬ 
lenting  a  character."  said  Hopkins, 
“I'm  doing  Diego  in  The  Mask  of 
Zorro  instead.  Much  more  fun." 

•  Animal  rights  activists  are  doing 
their  best  to  make  life  a  misery  for 
fur-friendly  Anna  Wintour,  the 


British  editor  of  American  Vogue. 
Earlier  this  month,  a  group 
jumped  naked  into  a  bath  of  fake 
blood  right  outride  her  offices. 
Worse  was  to  come,  the  other  day. 
during  a  lunch  in  the  swish  Four 
Seasons  Hotel  in  New  York,  when 
over  her  shoulder  and  onto  her 
plate  flew  a  dead  racoon. 


Good  Knight 

PITY  Ronnie  Knight  in  jail  far 
seven  years  for  his  pan  in  fee  £6 
million  Security  Express  robbery  in 
I9S3.  A  former  husband  of  Barbara 
Windsor.  Knight  has  written  lo Pri¬ 
vate  Eye  complaining  about  a  car¬ 
toon.  imagine  it  bring  read  out  in 
the  voice  of  Grouty  in  Porridge. 

He  is  baffled  by  the  ‘’association 
of  my  name  wife  a  character  hold¬ 
ing  a  firearm  and  wearing  what  ap¬ 


pears  to  be  a  stocking  over  his 
head".  It’s  an  injustice,  he  says.  To 
the  best  of  my  recollection  I  have 
never  sported  such  appareL  nor.  in¬ 
deed.  have  1  ever  owned  or  pos¬ 
sessed,  still  less  used,  a  firearm  of 
the  type  displayed  or  of  any  de¬ 
scription."  He  asks  the  editor  to 
"extol  the  altogether  more  desir¬ 
able  attributes  of  Yours  faithfully, 
R.  Knight,  HMP  Blundeston, 
Suffolk." 

Well,  as  for  his  virtues,  Knight, 
whose  years  on  the  Costa  del  Crime 
have  given  him  fee  complexion  of 
a  goatskin  wallet  was  convicted 
merely  of  receiving  purloined 


Knight  unappreciated 


goods  in  the  Security  Express  case. 
As  for  the  years  he  spent  swannmg 
around  Spain  evading  arrest,  he 
would  never  be  seen  in  anything 
less  than  the  very  finest  soft 
leathers. 

•  Christmas  pudding  sandwiches 
are  the  latest  horror  to  appear  in 
InterCitys  buffet  cars.  On  trains 
up  to  Scotland,  the  sandwiches — d 
slice  of  plum  pudding  between  two 
slices  of  bread  —  are  presented 
alongside  the  more  mundane  ham. 
cheese  and  tuna.  The  official  tine 
for  staff  on  the  train,  who  are  as 
disgusted  as  the  travellers  by  the 
new  snack,  is  that  the  Christmas 
pudding  sandwich  is  in  the  same 
fine  Scottish  tradition  as  the  deep- 
fried  Mars  bar. 

Dirty  work 

LARGE  GIN  AND  ITS  will  be  in 
order  around  Buckingham  Palace 
in  February,  as  a  new  biography  of 
Princess  Margaret  scuttles  oui. 

It  is  fee  work  of  Theo  Aronson, 
fee  noted  author  of  Prince  Eddy 
and  the  Victorian  Homosexual 
Underworld.  .The  publisher  is 
Michael  O’Mara.  who  published 
Andrew  Morton'S  books  about  Di¬ 
ana.  Princess  of  Wales,  and  Alan 
Starkie’s  recent  howl  about  Sarah 
Ferguson. 


Princess  Margaret  next  for  the  treatment 


Some  idea  of  Aronson’s  take  at 
Princess  Margaret  can  be  gauged 
from  fee  newly  issued  press  notice: 
“Everything  —  the  lavish  hats,  the 
long  cigarette  holder,  the  drawl¬ 
ing  voice,  the  brightiy  -tipstideed 
mouth,  the  artfully  dyed  htiir.  the 
frequently  replenished  whisky' 
glass,  fee  high  heels  —  reinforces 
the  image  of  a  raffish  divorcee.  . 


Through  a  family  feat  has  often 

been:  accused  of  being  loo  county 
and  conventional,  she  has’  sweet 

^  a  bra*  of,  if  oTeSog 
jgsh.  feen  certainly  scented  air." 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  is  already 
faang  up  fora  long,  reflective  watic. 
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ENDGAME  IN  BELGRADE 

Milosevic  has  made  one  misralmlatinn  too  many 


One  of  the  most  familiar  rules  of  politics  is 
that  when  leaders  long  accustomed  to  power 
make  a  mistake,  they  tend  not  to  realise  it 
until  the  error  has  become  irreparable.  The 
rule  applies  with  particular  force  in  police 
states  where  the  warning  lights  that  operate 
m  democracies  have  been  deliberately 
dimmed  or  extinguished.  By  sending  in  his 
not  police  against  the  thousands  of  dem¬ 
onstrators  who,  for  38  days  on  end.  have 

crowded  the  freezmg  streets  of  Belgrade  with 

their  peaceful,  tenacious  and  courageous 
protests,  Serbia’s  Slobodan  Milosevic  has 
reached  the  point  of  political  rupture. 

Until  this  hitter  winter.  President 
Milosevic  had  shown  an  uncanny  ability  to 
avoid  being  called  to  account  for  mistakes 
that,  in  his  nine-year  rule,  have  ruined  his 
country.  He  failed  in  his  bloody  campaign 
for  Greater  Serbia  and,  in  Serbia  itself, 
presided  over  an  economic  collapse  brought 
about  by  UN  sanctions,  hyperinflation  and 
political  corruption  and  mismanagement 
Yet  his  party  still  won  Serbia’s  legislative 
elections  in  November.  He  clearly  expected 
to  ride  out  with  ease  the  street  protests  that 
followed  his  decision  to  annul  opposition 
victories  in  municipal  elections,  which  in 
terms  of  power  were  a  comparatively  minor 
matter.  But  that  arrogant  assumption  of 
invulnerability  was  one  mistake  too  many. 

Under  warning  from  the  United  States, 
the  one  country  which  he  takes  seriously, 
that  severe  sanctions  would  result  if  force 
were  used,  Mr  Milosevic  first  tried  the  tricks 
that  have  served  him  before.  They  have  not 
worked  so  well  this  time.  He  nobbled  the 
courts,  to  whom  the  opposition  had  ap¬ 
pealed  to  reinstate  their  election  victories; 
but  in  Nis,  Serbia’s  second  city,  the  court 
defied  him.  He  censored  the  media,  particu¬ 
larly  any  broadcasts  reaching  outside  Bel¬ 
grade.  But  word  has  gradually  spread. 

This  week,  the  man  who  could  draw 
crowds  of  a  million  back  in  1989  tried  a  direct 
appeal.  His  Socialist  Party  boasted  that  it 
could  muster  half  a  million  to  a  counter-rally 
addressed  by  Mr  Milosevic  in  Belgrade  and 


sent  out  the  buses  to  bring  them  in.  It  was  a 
fiasco.  Humiliatmgty,  a  mere  50.000  came. 
Having  been  told  that  the  protests  involved 
only  a  tiny  handful  of  malcontents  manipu¬ 
lated  by  foreign  powers,  they  must  have 
been  astonished  to  encounter  250,000  pro¬ 
testers.  Nearly  60  people  were  injured,  one 
fatally;  in  the  dashes  which,  orchestrated  by 
Milosevic  henchmen  and  police,  ensued.  Mr 
Milosevic  has  used  the  violence,  the  first  in 
nearly  six  weeks  of  markedly  peaceful  and 
even  witty  popular  defiance  of  the  regime,  as 
a  pretext  for  deploying  the  riot  police. 

European  governments  have  joined  the 
US  in  insisting  that  the  use  of  force  will 
bring  renewed  international  isolation  on 
Serbia.  If  Mr  Milosevic  is  sure  of  staying  in 
power,  isolation  is  a  price  that  he  would  be 
prepared  to  pay;  it  is  bis  people,  not  he,  that 
would  suffer.  But  this  time,  he  cannot  be 
certain  that  force  will  yield  the  desired 
result  Students  and  the  disinherited  middle 
classes  form  the  backbone  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tions;  but  he  cannot  assume  any  more  that 
he  has  the  support  of  the  workers.  At  the  top, 
moreover,  cracks  are  appearing  both  in  foe 
political  and  foe  military  establishments. 

Western  governments  have  given  far  less 
support  to  Serb  demands  for  democracy  and 
the  rule  of  law  than  they  did  to  similar 
movements  in  Warsaw  or  Prague  in  foe 
1980s.  If  this  is  because  they  have  put 
"stability"  before  principle,  they  should 
recognise  that  a  democratic  transfer  of 
power  offers  the  only  route  back  to  stability. 
Mr  Milosevic’s  unexpected  invitation  to  foe 
Organisation  for  Security  and  Co-operation 
in  Europe  to  report  on  foe  municipal  election 
results  could  provide  a  safety  valve.  The 
report,  due  this  week,  is  expected  to  find  for 
foe  opposition  and  must  be  given  resolute 
international  backing.  If  he  yields,  Mr 
Milosevic’s  grip  on  power  will  never  be  foe 
same.  But  he  knows  that  the  alternative,  the 
finable  repression  of  mass  dissent  is  at  least 
as  risky.  The  system  is  imploding;  the  West 
can  and  must  help  to  -  make  this  a 
democratic,  not  a  bloody,  transition. 


SCOTS  WHA  HAE 

Seven  hundred  years  ago:  Wallace  began  work  for  new  Labour 


Seven  centuries  after  foe  banner  of  revolt 
was  raised  and  Scottish  independence 
secured,  the  lion  of  foe  North  may  be 
rampant  again.  In  1297  Sir  William  Wallace 
drove  foe  English  out  of  Scotland  with  brave 
heart  and  broad  sword.  In  1997  the  memory 
of  that  struggle,  lent  romance  by  Holly¬ 
wood’s  recent  retelling  of  it,  may  help 
contemporary  fighters  for  increased  auton¬ 
omy.  The  area  of  greatest  division  at  the 
coming  general  election  will  be 
the  constitution,  not  least 
Labour^  plans  to  devolve  power 
from  Westminster  to  Edin¬ 
burgh.  In  foe  year  ahead  the 
shade  of  Wallace,  along  with  the 
spirit  of  many  other  Scots  past, 
will  be  conscripted  in  a  new  battle  for 
Britain. 

Wallace's  reputation  stands  almost  as 
high  as  the  monument  to  him  which  towers 
over  Stirling,  scene  of  his  famous  victory 
over  foe  Earl  of  Surrey  in  September  of  1297. 
Braveheart  played  fast  and  loose  with  foe 
facts  and  was  perhaps  as  much  an  exercise 
in  taking  liberties  as  celebrating  them  but 
the  film's  immense  popularity  in  Scotland 
reveals  an  important  truth  about  the 
stateless  nation. 

Popular  consciousness  of  Scotland's 
distinctiveness  appears  to  be  at  a  higher 
pitch  than  at  almost  any  time  this  century. 
Scots  are  expressing  their  identity  with  new 
confidence.  The  fund  managers  in  full- 
throated  roar  at  Monayfield  singing  Hower 
of  Scotland,  the  cinema  audiences  cheering 
foe  slaughter  of  foe  Sassenadis  in 
Braveheart ,  and  the  young  who  find  in  the 
work  of  A.  L.  Kennedy,  Irvine  Welsh  and 
Alan  Warner  that  their  lives  have  become 
literature,  are  all  anxious  to  proclaim 


Scottishness  as  their  primary  identity.  The 
loyalties  that  hound  Scots  to  Britain,  the 
regimental,  the  royal  and  the  political,  have 
all  been  strained.  But  that  is  no  reason, 
automatically,  to  make  foe  leap. that  the 
Opposition  makes  and  conclude  that  the 
new  Scotland  needs  a  new  parliament. 

Scotland’s  distinctiveness  was  guar¬ 
anteed,  indeed  underpinned,  by  the  Union. 
Indepsident,  Scotland  was  a  disunited 
kingdom  with  few  kings  ca¬ 
pable  of  assuring  its  stability. 
Secured  in  foe  Union  it  enjoyed 
its  finest  hours.  The  institutions 
which  defined  Scotland,  foe  law. 
Church  and  education,  were  all 
preserved  distinct.  Indeed,  as 
sociologists  such  as  Lindsay  Paterson  have 
pointed  out,  there  has  been  a  growth  since 
foe  war  in  bodies  which  exist  to  nurture 
Scotland’s  spedalness,  from  foe  original 
Highlands  and  Islands  Development  Board 
to  the  Scottish  Arts  Council. 

A  parliament  to  exercise  some  form  of 
oversight  upon  all  these  bodies  might  seem 
appropriate  but  the  Scots  have  not,  histori¬ 
cally,  considered  a  parliament  as  central  to 
their  identity  as  the  vitality  of  other  civic 
institutions.  The  battles  between  Crown  and 
Commons  in  17th  century  England  which 
.gave  Parliament  its  place  as  the  guardian  of 
liberties  did  not  consume  Scotland  in  the 
same  way.  Seen  from  Westminster,  a 
separate  parliament  might  be  considered  a 
prerequisite  for  nationhood,  and  in  foe 
changing  circumstances  of  the  late  20th 
century  an  assembly  within  the  Union 
might  be  an  appropriate  answer  to  Scottish 
aspirations,  but  foe  history  of  Scotland 
shows  foal  brave  hearts  and  bold  minds  do 
not  need  new  buildings  to  flourish. 


MONSTERS  OF  ROCK 

Pop’s  dinosaurs  have  been  rendered  extinct 


A  dramatic  alteration  in  the  weather  spelt 
the  end  for  the  dinosaurs  millions  of  years 
ago,  now  another  climate  change  has  seen 
off  a  second  generation  of  staw-to-adapl 
small-brained  beasts.  Pop's  dinosaurs,  foe 
creatures  who  dominated  the  last  decade, 
have  been  overtaken  by  evolution  ana  are  ill- 
equipped  to  cope  with  foe  demands  of  a  new 

mood.  The  taste  for 

ground  catchiness  and  laddish  attitude 

wfcidi  made  Britpop  Hie 

imd-Nineties  has  seen  a  new  generanon  pf 

stars  emerge  and,  even  more  dramaucalty. 

another  set  not  so  much  fade,  as 

David  Sinclair  reports  on  32,  mi 
Coffins,  Sting  and  R-  E  .MmayM  thstth^ 
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foe  Nineties.  More  than  that,  however,  they 
communicate,  even  to  those  over  30. 
something  of  foe  danger  integral  to  pop  in  a 
manner  which  PM  Collins  —  the  sound  of 
Club  Class  —  now  never  can. 

The  bands  which  were  bracketed  with 

Oasis  to  form  the  Britpop  pack  have  scarcely 
come  near  the  Manchester  group’s  popular- 
ity.  But  the  effect  of  the  whole  on  the  nation’s 
taste  has  been  greater  than  that  of  the  sum  of 
the  parts  on  the  charts.  The  rescuing  of  pop 
from  ftemidatiantic  accent  it  was  assuming 
tallied  wifo  a  broader  recovery  of  confidmce 
in  distinctive  British  taste.  Pop  music  is 
usually  foe  most  ephemeral,  not  influential, 
part  of  popular  culture  but  as  Punk  fore¬ 
shadowed  a  new  individualism,  so  Britpop 
has  signalled  that  culture  is  coming  home. 

The  dearest  proof  that  current  fashions  in 
pop  may  suggest  a  new  confidence  in  Britain 
comes  from  the  band  of  foe  moment.  The 
Spice  Girls,  by  making  Baroness  Thatcher 
their  heroine  and  rejecting  a  single  currency, 
reflect  a  new  rebelliousness.  The  Inter-rail 
generation,  having  seen  Europe,  value  hand 
foe  freedom  to  travel  but  seem  to  cherish 
diversity  and  the  idiosyncratic  charm  of 
home  all  the  more  If  the  Spice  Girls  do 
reflect  foe  values  of  their  generation,  then  it 
win  not  be  long  before  other  dinosaure,  foe 
fudgers  and  federalists,  find  that  a  change  m 

the  climate  has  made  them  extinct  too.  ■ 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Duties  imposed  by 
limited  liability 

From  Mr  Piers  Ashworth.  QC 

Sir,  Those  who  oppose  any  erosion  of 
the  right  to  silence  regularly  cite  two 
arguments  —  that  the  privilege 
against  self-incrimination  is  en¬ 
shrined  in  our  common  taw  and  that 
the  right  to  silence  is  a  protection  for 
foe  illiterate  and  inadequate- It  is  fa r 
from  evident  that  either  argument  has 
any  relevance  to  limited  liability  com¬ 
panies  and  their  directors. 

A  limited  liability  company  is  an  ar¬ 
tificial  creature  unknown  to  common 
law.  it  was  invented  to  enable  mer¬ 
chants  to  engage  in  commercial  ven¬ 
tures  Without  risking  their  own  mat¬ 
ey.  Thus  it  can  be  of  great  benefit  to 
commerce.  But  by  the  same  token  it 
can  be  a  powerful  vehicle  for  fraud. 

Accordingly  Parliament  has  permit¬ 
ted  the  creation  of  limited  liability 
companies  only  under  strict  rules  to 
ensure  the  probity  of  directors  and  to 
protect  innocent  members  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  who  may  be  persuaded  to  invest  in 
or  to  trade  with  them. 

No  one  wishing  to  engage  in  busi¬ 
ness  is  compelled  to  do  so  under  the 
umbrella  of  a  limited  liability  com¬ 
pany.  He  can  set  up  in  his  own  name 
and  trade  with  his  own  money,  risk¬ 
ing  all  his  assets:  indeed  most  profess¬ 
ionals  are  (rightly)  compelled  to  do  so. 

If  a  person  wishes  to  shelter  behind 
the  artificial  concept  of  limited  liabil¬ 
ity,  where  is  the  unfairness  in  requir¬ 
ing  him  to  observe  the  rules?  There 
are  many  who  would  say  —  with  jus¬ 
tice  —  that  those  who  wish  to  enjoy  the 
enormous  advantages  of  limited  lia¬ 
bility  should  be  prepared  to  accept  its 
disadvantages,  including  the  loss  of 
the  common  [aw  privilege  against 
seff-in  crimination. 

There  is  no  reason  in  logic  why  a 
person  should  be  entitled  to  the  same 
“human  rights"  when  he  chooses  to 
trade  in  the  guise  of  an  artificial  body. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PIERS  ASHWORTH. 

2  Harcourt  Buildings,  Temple,  EC4. 
December  23 


Hie  changing  Church 

From  Bishop  Philip  Goodrich 

Sir.  I  would  take  issue  whh  Ruth 
GledhiU  an  only  one  phrase  in  her 
otherwise  welcome  report,  “Carey 
wants  of  growing  pains”  (December 
16)- 

Archbishops  and  bishops  have  not 
been  “managing  decline"  in  recent  de¬ 
cades.  They  have  been  managing 
change,  which  every  other  institution 
in  the  land  has  been  doing  or  ought  to 
have  been  doing. 

It  is  a  positive  and  forward-looking 
thing  to  do  and  may  sometimes  in¬ 
volve  dosing  or  adapting  a  church  to 
foe  glory  of  God.  It  is  also  painful,  be¬ 
cause  the  Church  too  has  its  back¬ 
benchers. 

It  would  be  a  help  if  religious  affairs 
correspondents  —  Ruth  GledhiU  is  an 
exception  —  were  to  cross  the  thresh¬ 
olds  of  the  churches  about  which  they 
write. 

Yours  faithfully, 
t PHILIP  GOODRICH. 

Ordis  Farm. 

Sutton  St  Nicholas, 

Hereford  and  Worcester. 

December  19. 


Last  trump 

From  Ms  Sarah  Miller 

Sir,  Walking  through  Hyde  Park  rec¬ 
ently  I  was  struck  by  the  thought  of 
how  inappropriate  it  is  for  us,  now  on 
the  cusp  of  a  new  millennium,  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  give  houseroom  to  the  vast 
and  fusty  statues  of  former  military 
and  naval  heroes.  We  do  seem  to  hang 
on  to  artefacts  as  well  as  attitudes 
which  have  long  outgrown  their  use¬ 
fulness.  Whh  foe  European  unity  is¬ 
sue  to  the  fore,  it  is  surely  time  to  send 
a  new  and  much-needed  message  to 
future  generations. 

I  would  like  to  propose  a  plan  to 
break  up  these  old  gentlemen  on  their 
horses  and  dear  the  streets  of  our 
major  towns  and  cities. 

But  let  us  then  put  them  to  further 
good  use  and  pack  their  ground-down 
remains  off  to  garden  centres  or  foe 
building  trade  that  they  may  be  given 
fresh  lire  by  providing  foundations  for 
a  better  ana  more  useful  future  for 
this  country. 

Perhaps  a  selective  “cull"  of  stone 
and  marble  politicians  could  take 
place  at  foe  same  time. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SARAH  MILLER, 

66  Sevington  Road,  Hendon,  NW4. 
December  23. 


Countryside  duller 

From  Lord  Gibson 
Sir,  No  one  .would  wish  to  prevent 
“tourist  attractions  whose  survival  de¬ 
pends  upon  their  whereabouts  being 
known"  putting  up  little  brown  direct¬ 
ional  signs  (fetter,  December  19).  But 
is  it  necessary  to  have  a  remote  coun¬ 
try  road  brown-labelled  as  a  “leisure 
drive";  as  1  found  recently  in  north 
Oxfordshire?  Does  that  not  signal 
suburbanisation? 

The  Council  for  the  Protection  of 
Rural  England's  warning  that  foe 
rising  tide  of  clutter  could  ruin  the 
countryside  was  much  needed. 

Yours  faithfully.  ■ 

GIBSON,  -■ 

House  erf  Lords. 
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Party  unity  and  policy  on  Europe 


From  Sir  Julian  Critchley. 

MOP  for  Aldershot  ( Conservative ) 

Sir,  For  foe  first  time  in  three  years 
thou  are  signs  foot  foe  Conservative 
Government  will  enter  the  new  year 
wifo  a  real  chance  of  being  returned  at 
a  spring  election-  In  large  part  this  is 
due  to  foe  Chancellor,  the  success  of 
his  policies  and  the  robust  way  in 
which  he  has  dealt  with  the  Euro- 
sceptic  wing  of  foe  Tory  party.  In  a 
series  of  performances,  both  in  and 
out  of  Parliament,  he  has  routed  his 
enemies. 

There  is  a  whiff  of  Vichy  defeatism 
about  the  Redwoods,  Cashes  and  La¬ 
ments:  they  give  the  impression  of 
preferring  defeat  to  victory,  bang  not 
so  much  interested  in  the  return  of 
John  Major  as  in  who  should  lead  the 
rump  of  tiie  party  in  Opposition. 

Their  Europhobia  could  still  snatch 
defeat  from  the  jaws  of  victory.  Would 
not  a  period  of  silence  on  their  part  be 
welcome? 

Yours  etc, 

JULIAN  CRITCHLEY, 

House  of  Commons. 

December  24. 

From  Mr  Mark  Holland 

Sir,  Mr  Brian  Haines  (letter,  Decem¬ 
ber  16)  asks  a  good  question.  Perhaps 
he  could  say  who  i  should  vote  for  if  1 
don't  want  a  federal  Europe  and  I 
don’t  believe  in  a  single  currency?  Cer¬ 
tainly  not  foe  Referendum  Party, 
which  is  spending  a  la  of  money  in  or¬ 
der  to  tell  people  what  is  already  ab¬ 
undantly  dear,  namely  that  a  major¬ 
ity  of  foe  population  doit  want  either, 
without  proposing  to  do  anything 
about  it 

The  Conservative  backbencher  Ed¬ 
ward  Leigh  complained  the  other  day 
(report,  December  6)  that  democracy 
in  foe  Tory  party  is  bring  frustrated. 
The  troth  is  that  democracy  is  being 
frustrated  throughout  foe  country  if 
the  main  political  parties  are  more 
concerned  with  “unity”  in  order  to  get 
reelected  than  with  implementing  foe 
wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  electorate 
on  foe  single  most  important  constitu¬ 
tional  issue  to  be  raised  this  century. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARK  HOLLAND, 

Blake  Hall.  Common  Road, 
Kensworth.  Dunstable.  Bedfordshire. 
December  16. 

From  Lord  Hardinge  of  Penshurst 

Sir.  If  the  House  of  Commons  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  handing  over  our  sovereignty 
and  independence  to  a  bunch  of  Eur¬ 
opean  politicians  it  wiD  indeed  be  time 


for  us  to  consider  our  constitution  and 
foe  role  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  Commons,  it  has  been  said, 
would  never  allow  any  power  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  from  them,  so  it  would  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  plan  a  second  chamber  which 
would  require  more  power  than  foe 
present  House  of  Lords  can  wield. 
However,  it  is  now  clear  that  the  Com¬ 
mons  simply  can’t  wait  to  surrender 
as  much  power  as  possible  as  fast  as 
possible  to  foe  EU.  This,  of  course, 
without  consulting  the  people  or  even 
letting  them  know  what  was  going  on 
until  it  became  a  fait  accompli. 

I  have  a  suggestion  to  make  — 
simple,  logical  and  very,  very  cheap. 

Having  abolished  their  ancient  in¬ 
heritance  foe  Commons  could  get  at 
and  abolish  themselves.  They  could 
vest  what’s  left  of  their  powers  in  the 
existing  House  of  Lords,  who  would 
handle  these  residual  responsibilities 
easily  enough  and  with  their  usual 
good  sense,  sobriety,  care  and  good 
manners. 

Yours  etc, 

HARDINGE  of  PENSHURST, 
Bracken  Hill, 

10  Finland  Road, 

Bexhill-an-Sea,  East  Sussex. 
December  23. 

From  Mr  Nigel  Axelrod 

Sir.  The  famous  opt-out  gained  at 
Maastricht  was  to  insulate  us  from 
the  single  currency  if  we  decided  not 
to  join.  It  is  generally  accepted  that  the 
poorer  and  less  productive  areas  of 
Europe  will  need  increased  contribu¬ 
tion  from  foe  Social  Cohesion  Fund 
when  unemployment  rises  as  an  in¬ 
evitable  result  of  the  loss  of  exchange 
rate  flexibility. 

As  a  net  contributor  to  tile  EU  bud¬ 
get  this  must  mtan  either  that  our 
contributions  will  have  to  increase  or 
other  funds  we  receive  from  foe  EU 
will  be  decreased  if  the  existing  budget 
has  to  give  higher  priority  to  “serial 
cohesion".  How  does  our  opt-out  pro¬ 
tect  us? 

1  note  that  Mr  Major  suggested  that 
foe  space  for  the  national  symbol  an 
foe  proposed  euro  banknotes  was  not 
large  enough  (report.  December  14). 
This  will  not  matter  because  onoe 
these  notes  are  in  circulation,  intra- 
EU  trading  and  travel  will  soon  mix 
up  the  notes  of  varying  origins.  Hence 
the  national  symbol  will  fade  into  in¬ 
significance  and  will  no  doubt  disap¬ 
pear  on  the  next  issue  of  notes. 

Yours  faithfully, 

NIGEL  AXELRAD. 

Bank  Farm. 

Carlton.  Nuneaton.  Warwickshire. 


Priority  patients 

From  the  President  of  the 
Hospital  Consultants  and 
Specialists  Association 

Sir,  Whilst  lip  service  is  commonly 
paid  to  the  principle  that  NHS  hospit¬ 
als  should  prioritise  patients  for  ad¬ 
mission  according  to  their  clinical 
need,  the  system  now  works  against 
this  commonsense  approach. 

NHS  trusts  incur  penalties  if  rou¬ 
tine  admissions  for  non-urgent  sur¬ 
gery  are  cancelled  or  postponed:  in¬ 
come  is  lost  and  fines  of  up  to  £5.000 
per  case  may  be  liable. 

The  Patient’s  Charter  and  league 
cables  are  also  mainly  about  perfor¬ 
mance  with  routine  outpatients  and 
inpatient  admissions,  and  trusts  can 
suffer  financially  and  in  star  rating  if 
there  is  serious  interference  wifo  the 
programme  of  waiting-list  clearance. 


The  motivation  to  give  routine  hos¬ 
pital  admissions  a  higher  priority 
than  their  clinical  need  predicates  is 
therefore  strong. 

Since  it  is  not  uncommon  for  an 
emergency  or  cancer  case  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  hospital  at  a  time  when  foe  op¬ 
erating  theatres  are  folly  booked  with 
routine  cases,  emergencies  tend  to  be 
slotted  in  at  foe  end  of  foe  day.  or  even 
foe  night  —  not  foe  best  time  for  tired 
staff  to  be  attending  to  the  seriously  iff 

This  must  be  wrong.  We  must  aim 
for  a  system  which  does  not  work  to 
the  disadvantage  of  those  who  need 
prompt  attention. 

Yours  sincerely, 

ROBIN  LOVEDAY,  President. 
Hospital  Consultants  and 
Specialists  Association. 

Number  One.  Kingsclere  Road. 
Overton,  Basingstoke,  Hampshire. 
December  24. 


Pioneering  surgery 

From  Dr  F.  F.  Cartwright 

Sir,  I  am  a  little  surprised  that  foe 
distinguished  anaesthetist  Professor 
T.  E.  J.  Healy,  when  recording  the 
150th  anniversary  of  foe  administra¬ 
tion  of  ether  at  a  London  hospital  on 
December  21.  1846  (letter,  December 
19)  should  have  mentioned  the  name 
of  the  surgeon.  Robert  Liston,  but 
omitted  foe  name  of  the  most  import¬ 
ant  man  present,  the  anaesthetist  He 
was  a  chemist  named  Pfeter  John 
Squire.  Perhaps  we  should  also  hon¬ 
our  the  subject  of  the  amputation. 
Frederick  Churchill,  a  36-year-old 
buder.  The  name  of  his  second  pa¬ 
tient  from  whom  Liston  removed  an 
ingrowing  toenail,  is  not  known. 

Yours  faithfully. 

F.  F.  CARTWRIGHT  (author. 

The  English  Pioneers  of  Anaesthesia, 
John  Wright  of  Bristol.  1952), 

Flat  31.  Swailcrwfield  Park, 

Reading.  Berkshire. 

December  19. 


Taring  the  rich 

From  Mr  Michael  J.  Brewer 

Sir,  Why  is  there  such  a  mystery 
about  how  Labour  will  raise  more  tax 
revenues  even  if  they  keep  income  tax 
rates  capped  at  40  per  cent? 

I  suspect  they  will  introduce  a 
wealth  tax.  At  least  eight  EU  countries 
already  have  one.  I  believe  that  when 
in  power  during  the  Seventies  Labour 
published  a  Green  Paper  suggesting  a 
wealth  tax  rate  of  up  to  4  per  cent  per 
annum  on  capital  assets. 

Having  read  recently  that  there  are 
now  an  estimated  J 00.000  million¬ 
aires  in  Britain.  20,000  having  £10 
million  or  more,  foe  tax  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  few  billion  pounds— and  think 
how  very  popular  such  a  tax  would  be 
with  foe  voters. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.J.  BREWER, 

Oak  Lodge. 

The  Common, 

Berkhamsted.  Hertfordshire. 
December  23. 


Rights  In  Kenya 

From  the  High  Commissioner 
for  Kenya 

Sir,  If  Katya  ns  have  lost  confidence  in 
their  legal  system,  as  is  claimed  by  the 
so-called  African  Rights  organisation 
(report,  December  13).  why  do  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  opposition  parties  continu¬ 
ally  seek  settlement  of  their  disputes 
through  the  courts? 

As  with  any  police  force  in  the 
world,  there  may  be  some  bad  apples; 
but  the  Government  of  Kenya  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  in  the  business  of  mistreat¬ 
ing  its  people  —  a  view  held  by  foe 
British  High  Commissioner  (as  quo¬ 
ted  in  the  African  Rights  report)  and 
substantiated  by  an  EU  fact-finding 
mission  last  September. 

If  African  Rights  genuinely  wished 
to  be  constructive,  it  would  have 
sought  verification  of  the  alleged 


abuses  from  foe  Kenya  Government 
before  publication  of  the  report  So  far 
as  I  am  aware,  no  approach  was 
made. 

Your  correspondent  also  states  that 
the  West  agreed  “earlier  this  year”  to 
release  funds  for  balance  of  payments 
support,  which  had  been  “frozen  since 
1990  in  the  attempt  m  force  President 
Moi  down  foe  road  to  multiparty  de¬ 
mocracy”.  In  fact  the  donors  agreed  to 
restore  aid  flows  to  Kenya  at  their 
meeting  in  Paris  in  November,  1993. 

Yours  sincerely, 

MWANYENGELA  NGAL1. 

Kenya  High  Commission, 

45  Portland  Race.  Wl. 

December  16. 


Letters  should  carry  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
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Heritage  funding 
for  historic  ships 

From  Mr  Angus  Macdonald 

Sir,  The  launch  of  a  new  national  reg¬ 
ister  of  historic  ships  (report,  Dec¬ 
ember  4)  is  good  news  for  our  marit¬ 
ime  heritage;  but  a  sister  proposal  — 
the  development  of  a  fair  system  for 
comparing  foe  historical  merit  of  the 
ships  on  the  register  —  is  of  even 
greater  importance.  It  is  a  question 
those  who  allocate  heritage  funding 
have  been  asking  maritime  historians 
wifo  some  urgency:  with  only  limited 
funds  available,  exactly  which  ships 
deserve  to  be  preserved,  and  why? 

Finding  a  system  which  can  fairly 
assess  the  historical  significance  of  an 
Elizabethan  galleon  compared  to  a 
Second  World  War  submarine,  or  an 
Edwardian  racing  yacht,  or  a  19th- 
century  Scottish  workboat  is  not  easy, 
but  foe  National  Historic  Ships  Com¬ 
mittee  has  had  a  go. 

The  committee  has  proposed  a 
points  system  which  evaluates  indiv¬ 
idual  ships  according  to  criteria  such 
as  their  age,  condition,  degree  of  orig¬ 
inal  fabric  and  scarcity  as  a  type,  as 
well  as  less  obvious  criteria  such  as 
their  historical  associations  with 
people  and  events,  technological  sig¬ 
nificance  and  aesthetic  appeal. 

It  is  an  exciting  and  well  thought- 
out  proposal,  which  is  probably  as  ob¬ 
jective  as  it  can  be  in  such  an  emotive 
area  and  one  which  seems  to  have  re¬ 
ceived  general  approval  amongst 
maritime  heritage  groups  so  far.  If  it 
is  adopted,  it  will  make  for  a  much 
more  rational  distribution  of  the  relev¬ 
ant  resources. 

Sincerely, 

ANGUS  MACDONALD 
(Deputy  Edita), 

Classic  Boat, 

Boating  Publications  Ltd. 

Link  House. 

Dingwall  Avenue,  Croydon,  Surrey. 
December  23. 


Thames  bridges 

From  Mrs  Judith  Diamond 

Sir.  I  concur  fully  with  Sir  Jonathan 
Malice’s  comments  (letter,  December 
IS)  about  the  competition  to  design  a 
bridge  between  Temple  Gardens  and 
London  Weekend  Television. 

The  exhibition  at  foe  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  presented  foe  seven  designs  as  ini¬ 
tially  submitted,  and  two  of  the  seven 
in  modified  and  revised  form,  making 
the  voting  very  confusing. 

There  was.  as  Sir  Jonathan  said,  no 
opportunity  to  vote  on  whether  there 
should  be  a  bridge  on  that  site  at  all, 
and  even  if  that  were  not  at  issue,  no 
opportunity  to  reject  all  seven  choices. 

I  intend  to  notify  the  Academy  that 
my  vote  for  foe  best  of  a  bad  bunch  is 
not  to  be  taken  as  approval 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  DIAMOND. 

Flat  2,  SO  Htajohn’S  Avenue.  NW3. 
December  18. 

From  Admiral  Sir  Desmond  Cassidi 

Sir.  Your  correspondents  have  con¬ 
centrated  on  foe  competition  to  design 
and  build  an  “inhabited”  Thames 
bridge,  but  have  only  touched  on  the 
environmental  impact. 

I  have  foe  good  fortune  to  live  near 
the  Thames  in  central  London  and 
have  often  enjoyed  the  vistas  to  foe 
east  or  west  when  crossing  the  exist¬ 
ing  bridges  or  walking  along  the  ped¬ 
estrian  footway  on  the  southern  bank 
between  Hungerford  and  Blackfriars 
Bridges.  The  light  changes  depending 
on  the  weather  or  time  of  day,  giving 
stunning  views  of  fine  buildings,  sky¬ 
lines  and  cloud  formations. 

Why  do  we  allow  the  superb  feature 
at  the  centre  of  our  capital  city  that  is 
the  River  Thames  to  be  desecrated  by 
a  millennium  Ferris  wheel  on  foe 
South  Bank  (letters,  October  28. "Nov¬ 
ember  4),  a  “habitable"  bridge,  or  in¬ 
deed  a  new  footbridge?  If  more  cross¬ 
ings  are  needed  could  not  the  tunnel- 
lers  get  to  work? 

Yours  faithfully, 

DESMOND  CASSIDI, 

24  RoupeiJ  Street.  SEE 
December  23. 


lack  of  direction 

From  Mr  Peter  Caher 

Sir,  It  seems  that  it  is  not  only  A  levels 
that  are  getting  easier.  I  notice  in  the 
December  issue  of  Director  magazine 
that  an  advertisement  for  the  com¬ 
pany  direction  programme  run  by  the 
Institute  of  Directors  informs  readers 
that  “A  Certificate  of  Completion  will 
be  awarded  to  those  who  do  not  com¬ 
plete  the  accreditation  process”. 

Presumably  those  who  do  not  take 
part  in  the  course  are  entitled  to  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  Participation. 

Yours  faithfajfy, 

PETER  CALVER. 

Star  Cottage, 

10  Wicken  Road.  Newport,  Essex. 
December  23. 


The  words  of  princes 

From  Professor  Emeritus 
M.  Hammerton 

Sir.  Is  it  not  very  strange  that  Prince 
Philip  has  to  apologise  for  being 
sensible  (letters,  December  23),  whilst 
Prince  Charles  does  not  have  to 
apologise  for  being  silly  (letters, 
December  21)? 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  HAMMERTON, 

42  Honister  Avenue, 

Jesmond,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
December  24. 
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NEWS 


THE  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  be 
the  patron  of  the  Royal  Hospi¬ 
tal  for  Sick  Children  in  Bristol. 
He  follows  a  previous  Prince 
of  Wales,  Edward,  who 
started  royal  patronage  at  the 
hospital  in  1597. 

The  announcement  came  as 
plans  got  under  way  for  the 
£22  million  replacement  hos¬ 
pital  —  the  first  purpose-built 
regional  children's  hospital  in 
the  country. 

Geoffrey  Williams,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  United  Bristol 
Healthcare  NHS  Trust,  said: 
"We  are  delighted  that  the 
Prince  has  agreed  Id  be  pa¬ 
tron.  His  suppon  will  be  a 
huge  boost  to  patients  and 
their  families,  ro  those  in¬ 
volved  in  the  project  and  staff 
who  will  move  to  the  new 
hospital. 

“We  shall,  of  course,  invite 
him  to  see  work  in  progress 
next  year." 


Birthdays  today 

Miss  Anne  Armstrong,  Ameri¬ 
can  diplomat.  68;  Viscount 
Astor.  45;  Sir  Gordon 
Brunron,  former  president. 
International  Thomson  Org¬ 
anisation.  75;  Captain  N.F. 
Crump,  racehorse  trainer.  86: 
Mr  Gerard  Depardieu,  actor, 
48:  Lord  Griffiths  of 
Fforesrfach,  55;  Air  Chief  Mar¬ 
shal  Sir  Derek  Hodgkinson. 
79;  Viscount  Knutsford,  70; 
Miss  Pat  Moss,  former  rally 
driver,  62. 

Professor  D.H.  Nnrrhcote. 
FRS.  former  Master.  Sidney 
Sussex  College.  Cambridge. 
75:  Sir  William  Purves.  bank¬ 
er.  65;  Professor  B.R.  Rees, 
former  Principal  St  David's 
University  College.  Lampeter, 
77;  Sir  Norman  Reid,  former 
director.  Tate  Gallery.  81;  Dr 
E.C.  Salthouse.  Master,  Univ¬ 
ersity  College.  Durham.  61; 
Lord  Sterling  of  Plaistow,  62: 
Miss  Janet  Street-Porter, 
broadcaster.  50;  Miss  Pblly 
Toynbee,  journalist  and 
broadcaster.  50;  the  Right  Rev 
A.MA  Turnbull,  Bisnop  of 
Durham,  61;  Brigadier  Dbme 
Mary  Tyrwhitt.  former  direc¬ 
tor,  WRAC  93. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Johannes  Kepler, 
astronomer.  Weil  der  Stadt 
Germany,  1571;  Louis  Pasteur, 
chemist  and  bacteriologist. 
Dole.  France.  1822. 

DEATHS:  Pierre  de  Ronsard, 
poet.  Tours.  1585:  George  Bar¬ 
rington.  pickpocket  and  writ¬ 
er.  Parramatta,  New  South 
Wales,  1804;  William  Arm¬ 
strong.  Baron  Armstrong,  in¬ 
ventor.  Northumberland. 
1900:  William  Archer,  journal¬ 
ist  and  dramatic  critic. 
London.  1924;  Lester  Pearson, 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
1963-68,  Nobel  Peace  laureate 
1957,  Ottawa.  1972;  Houari 
Boumedienne,  President  of  Al¬ 
geria  1965-78,  Algiers,  1973; 
Hoagy  Carmichael  pianist 
and  composer.  Palm  Springs. 
California,  1981. 

Charles  Darwin  set  sail  in 
HMS  Beagle  from  Plymouth 
on  his  voyage  of  scientific 
discovery.  1831. 

The  first  performance  of  J.M. 
Barrie's  Peter  Pan  took  place 
at  ihe  Duke  of  York's  Theatre, 
London.  1904. 

The  International  Monetary 
Fund  was  established.  Wash¬ 
ington,  1945. 

The  Sex  Discrimination  and 
Equal  Pay  Acts  came  into 
effect  in  Britain,  1975. 


Sarah  Edington,  a  qualified  guide  and  the  author  of  several  National  Trust  cookery  books,  beginning  the  trust's  Week  of  Christmas  Walks 
yesterday  at  Southwark  Cathedral  wife  a  tour  on  foot  of  fee  historic  parts  erf  south  London  near  fee  cathedral 


Britannia  Royal 
Naval  College 


University  news 


Admiral  Sir  Jock  Slater,  Chief 
of  Naval  Staff  and  First  Sea 
Lord,  took  the  salute  at  a 
passing  out  parade  held  on 
December  19  at  Britannia 
Royal  Naval  College  (Commo¬ 
dore  A  P  Masterson-Smith, 
Royal  Navy). 

The  following  officers 

passed  out: 

Direct  Graduate  Entry, 

Seamen 

Sub  Lieutenants  I  R  Baggett. 
G  C  Binell.  A  J  Canale.  J  P 
Carrick.  A  M  Denton.  G  B 
Doyle.  ET  Duff.  G  D  Fitzger¬ 
ald.  A  D  Johnson.  I D  Kewley, 
J  A  Mansfield.  J  K  P 
O'Donnell  N  Palethorpe.  M  C 
M  Plumb,  J  P  Price.  V  l 
Regan.  M  J  Sparrow.  J  M 
StflweU,  J  D  R  Strain.  R  J 
Stuchbury.  J  E  Ward.  C  W 
Wheeler.  L  J  Williams. 

Naval  College  Entry,  Seamen 
Midshipmen  C  S  J  Amslie.  F  J 
Baber,  S  E  Dodd,  H  F  Frazer, 
D  W  Green,  S  Johnson,  G  K 
Lancaster.  K  D  Nitsch.  M  R 
Northcote.  N  C  Stratton.  S 
Weaver.  N  S  Whitwell,  G  M  G 
Williams. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry. 
Engineer 

Sub  lieutenant  S  J  Coilea 
Lieutenant  I  D  Fraser.  Sub 
Lieutenants  J  R  Haytoa  J  W 
Moffat 

Naval  College  Entry, 
Engineer 

Midshipmen  P  Andrew.  P  J 
Buckenham.  M  J  Healey,  M  B 
Hepplewhite.  A  J  Leivers.  1  T 
Mdyneux,  J  R  Ballard.  M  P 
Stratton. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry, 
Supply 

Sub  Lieutenants  K  M  Alls  foal 
J  A I  Burnham.  R  Driscoll,  C  L 
Hayes.  D  Jenking-Rees.  F  C 
McGill.  C  S  Olivant  M  W 
Ray.  M  E  Robb- 


Naval  College  Entry.  Supply 
Midshipmen  J  N  Caple.  C  A 
Home,  M  J  Matthew. 

Direct  Graduate  Entry.  86 
Flight  pilots 

Sub  Lieutenants  D  D 
Adamson,  D  J  Alcin  dor,  TC  D 
Clay.  P  D  Green.  G  R  Hughes. 
P  G  Richman.  P  J  Scoot  M 
Scott 

Naval  College  Entry.  86 
Flight  pilots 

Midshipmen  T  J  Barker.  J  R 
Bevan,  N  M  Prole,  C  A  Rex. 
Direct  Graduate  Entry.  86 
Flight  observers 
Sub  Lieutenants  S  T  Uppitt  A 
Panic.  A  D  Rose.  S  A  Wallace 
Naval  College  ,  Entry.  86 
night  observers  ■ 
Midshipman  I S  Mercer 
Internationals  Entry  96/2: 
Midshipmen  A1  Mahrezi.  A1 
Mull  a,  A1  Qahtani.  A1  Shahi, 
Kaewmanee.  Mohammad 
Noeh  Mas.  E  A  Murraine 
Special  Duties  Course 
Sub  Lieutenants  N  J  Baker.  R 
J  Bums.  J  G  Llewellyn,  N 
Martin.  A  P  Spurdle.  P  R 
S  uggetT,  A  Welch. 


Latest  wills 

Joseph  William  Dickinson,  of 
Horsforth.  Leeds,  left 
EZ867.857  net 

Nanrie  Larette  Wingfield,  of 
Sunningdale.  Berkshire,  left 
£2,121.996  net 

She  Sen  150.000  to  ihe  British  Heart 
Foundation  and  to  the  Imperial 
Canoef  Research  Fund. 

Ian  Walter  Hewftson.  of 
Stanwix,  Carlisle,  left 
£1.109.944  net 

He  left  £250  each  ro  Ian  Cumcfcers 
Of  Carlisle  to  be  osed  to  purchase  a 
Carlisle  United  season  ticket,  to  John 
Aicock  of  Carlisle  to  purchase  a 
compact  disc  player  and  to  Eddie 
M  of  lac  of  Cartel*  to  purchase  a 
satellite  dish. 

Desmond  Hurst  WQfiams,  of 
Sheffield,  left  £1.136.016  net 


Queen's  Uiiivcisily.  Belfast 
Queen's  University  bos  wan  research 
funding  of  £6.4  mOEoa.  The  blest 
grams  have  come  from  several 
sources,  including  the  Depanroon  of 
Economic  Developments  Industrial 
Research  and  Technology  Unit 
(IRTU).  other  government  depart¬ 
ments.  industry,  charities,  research 
councils  and  the  European  Union. 

The  largest  grant.  £1.4  million  from 
the  nrru.  has  been  awarded  go 
Professor  Raymond  Murphy  in  the 
Department  of  Chemical  Engineer¬ 
ing  co  fund  a  polymer  processing 
research  centre. 

Funding  totalling  £1  million  has 
been  won  by  the  Department  of 
Electrical  and  Electronic  Engineer¬ 
ing.  while  Ihe  Faculty  of  Agriculture 
and  Food  Science  has  been  awarded 
grams  of  £670,000. 

Recaft  grants  include 

School  of  Agricallare  nd  Food 

Science 

Aquatic  Sdena:  Dr  S I  Heaney.  Or  G  J 
A  Kennedy.  £40.000,  Department  of 
Agriculture  tor  Northern  Ireland 
(Fisheries  and  substrates  survey  of 
drained /refurbished  and  control/- 
untouched  sites  on  the  River  Bush):  Dr 
R  Cowen.  £63,000  over  three  years. 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Fisheries  and 
Food.  Mint  nutrient  study  phase  □ 
(tones  ID- 

Crop  and  An  (no  I  Production: 
Professor  F  J  Gordon.  E222A22  over 
two  yean.  European  Union  (Neph- 
rops  Biomass  In  the  Irish  Sea). 

Food  Sdena.  Dr  6  S  rewart.  £19,890. 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and 
Food  (tfcxecifon  of  Irradiated  food  for 
a  Maff  surveillance  exercise). 

School  of  Biology  and  DotkaMy 
DrSL  Cosby.  £27.990  over  three  years. 
Multiple  Sclerosis  Society  (Northern 
Ireland),  (virus  Induction  of  auto¬ 
immune  disease  In  the  central 
nervous  system). 

School  of  Btotnedlcal  Sdeocr 


Genera/  practice:  Dr  M  E  Cuppies. 
£21.000  over  one  year,  HI  Chest  Heart 
and  Sirota  Association.  (Value  of 
personal  health  education  for 
patients  with  angina  In  general 
practice  —  taflow-cp  study). 

Geriatric  Medidne:  Dr  A  P  Passmore. 
£30500  over  oae  ydhr.  DHSS.CRAMC. 
(FelicwsMp.  Investigation  of  genetic 
risk  factors  trt  Alzheimer's  disease 
patients  In  Northern  Ireland). 
Medical  Genetics:  Or  D  Savage. 
£33,203  over  three  years.  NI  Kidney 
Research  hud.  {Studentship— Susan 
Feeney). 

Srirooi  of  PeaOsliy  ■ 

Professor  Pi  Luncy,  £162306.  Glaxo- 
weiicome.  (Study  to  evaluate  the 
activity  of  Zovtrex);  £29.973  over  one 
year.  Unilever.  (Application'  of 
Infrared  thennogiapfty  to  the  study  of 
thirst). 

Sdvooi  of  EtaBlol  Engineering  and 

t,l*w 

Electrical  and  electronic  engineering: 
Professor  N  cowan.  EU7304  orer 
three  years.  Engineering  and  Physical 
Science  Research  Council.  (Genetic 


Dr  c  E  Tindall.  £378356  over  three 
years,  Unxr  (start)  (Design,  control 
and  operation  ol  embedded  genera¬ 
tion  systems), 

Professor  G  W  Irwta  £249.278  o«*r 
three  ware  IRTU  (scut)  (Plant  and 
expertise  modelling  for  quality 
amend). 

professor  v  F  Fusco.  £70350  oyer  two 
years,  Engineering  and  Physical 
Science  Research  CoundL  (Electro¬ 
magnetic  Held  solution  of  norb- 
homogenuos  computing  networks). 
Dr  G  Dodds.  £197317  over  three 


eering  and  Physical  science  Research 
Council,  Development  and  validation 
of  an  in-sttu  accelerated  tonic 
migration  test 
Srinwl  of  CHnfcal  Medicine 


maintenance,  training  and  con¬ 
current  engineering). 

School  of  NvcMal  and  process 


Clinton  gfoctetrtgiy  Dr  I  s  Young. 
£(2J500.  (An  antioxidant  capacity  of 
HDL  in  patients  at  nigh  risk  at 


Aeronautical  Engineering:  Professors 
R  Ragliunaihan.  Dr  M  A  GOlarj. 
£18.000  over  three  veers.  Short 
Brothers.  FI  re  zxnte  naceue  heating. 
Chemical  Engts tearing:  Professor  W  R 
Murphy.  E 78.000  over  two  years. 
Department  of  Education  for  Nor¬ 
thern  Ireland.  Universities' Marketing 
Prpject. 

professor  w  X  Murphy.  £1.482.469. 
IRTU  RTD  Networking  Programme. 
Polymer  Processing  Research  Centre. 
Mechanical  and  Marwfaaortng  Eng I* 
ambry:  Dr  DWArix.  CJOOOO  over  one 
year.  Howden  Alrcootrot.  Develop' 
mem  of  alreyrie  cooUng  systexoa. 
Professor  RJCrawfonL  £130340  over 
two  years.  Engineering  and  Physical 
Sdence  Research  Council  -  ROPA. 
Development  of  process  technology 
for  mounting  moat-layer  produas 
from  powd«ed  plastics. 

Profesor  R  J  Crawford,  Dr  C  G 


Audit. 

School  of  Mathematics  and  rfaysha 
Pmfcssois  R  L  Bed.  P  G  Burke.  A 
Hibbert  f  P  Keenan,  A  E  Klngjmn. 
£455.778  w  four  years.  Particle 
Physics  and  Astronomy  Research 
Council,  programme  of  Atomic 
Phgjacs  for  Astrophysics  at  QUB  1996- 


Reopened  waterway 
is  now  awash 
with  tourists 

By  Nicholas  Wait,  chief  Ireland  correspondent 


Armstrong.  £304357  over  three  years, 
IRTU  RTD  Networking  Programme. 
Computer  aided  design  of  preforms 
for  injection  Mow  moulded  plastic 

School  of  Pharmacy 
professor  A  D  Woolfson.  £301.977 
over  three  years  Due  months.  IRTU 
RTD  Networking  Programme.  Design 
control  and  operation  or  embedded 
generation  systems. 

School  or  Psychology 
Dr  C  MoGulnness.  £51372  over  ooe 
rear  three  months.  Northern  Ireland 
Council  for  the  curriculum  Examina¬ 
tions  and  Assessment  (CCEA). 
Activating  Children's  Thinking  skills. 
School  of  Social  Sciences 
Economic  and  Social  History.  Prof¬ 
essor  X  D  Brown,  £60.765  ewer  three 
years,  Levertiolme  Trust,  Social 
Structure  at  Ireland  on  the  eve  of  the 
Great  war. 

Health  and  Health  Care  Research  Dull 


research.  . 

Institute  of  composer  Based  Leamlpg 
Mr  s  r  Thompson.  £40000  over  one 
year.'  Department  of  Education  tor 
Northern  Ireland,  Technology  and . 
Learning  Programme. 
r»Hir»tol»frrW«nhMHMl  rvfcwi— I 
Justice  and  Srimol  oflaw 
Dr  X  s  Breed  (Inst  of  Criminology). 
£15385.98.  Nonbem  Ireland  Office, 
Delays  in  prosecuting  on  Indictment 
boween  committal  and  charge. 

School  of  Agriculture  add  Pood 
Srience 


A  36-mfle  waterway  which 
links  the  picturesque  Erne 
Lakeland  in  Northern  Ireland 
with  the  mighty  River  Shan¬ 
non  in  tte. ‘Republic -has  be¬ 
come^  of  the  country's  most 
popular  tourist  attractions 
since  ft  opened  two  years  ago. 

.  Almost  4,000  boats  plied 
feeir  way  along  the  canal  last 
year. from  (be  small  loughs  qf 
Co  Cavan  to  fee  labyrinth 'of 
■  waterways  and  islands  which 
make  up  the  Erne  waterway 
across  fee  border  in  Co 
Fermanagh. 

The  number  of  boats  last. 
.  year  was  30  per  cent  more 
than  in  1994,  fee  year  fee 
canal  opened;  according  to  a 
survey  commissioned  %  fee 
Northern  and  Southern  Irish 
tourist  boards.  Restaurants 
and  caffe  have  sprung  up 
along  fee  route  of  fee  water¬ 
way  and  new  marinas  have 
been  built  to  cope  wife  fee 
tourists: 

.  The  Shannon-Erne  water¬ 
way  restored  fee  BalUnamore- 
BallyconneU  canal  in  Co 
Leitrim  and.  Co  Cavan  which 
had  barely  been  used  after  ft 
was  completed  in  I860.  The 
project  which  was  funded 
jointly  by  the  British  and  Irish 
Government  and  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Fund  for  Ireland;  en¬ 
ables  boats  to  sail  some  250 
miles  from  Limerick  to  Bd- 
leek,  Co  Fermanagh,  which  is 
fee  longest  stretch  of  pleasure 
navigation  in  Europe. 

More  than  a  third  of  the 
holidaymakers  (35  per  cent) 
wto  hired  boats  OT  the  water¬ 
way  last  year  came  from  fee 
Irish  Republic,  according  to 


fee  survey.  But  it  has  provd 
very  popular  with  other  na¬ 
tionalities-  Germans  made  up 
25  per  cent  of  visitors  Jast  year 

and  a  new  air  charter  service 
from  Switzerland  to  Knock 
airport,  Co  Mayo,  will  bring 
thousands  of  tourists,  to  fee 
area.  The  survey  estimated 
fear  tourists  spent  £3.6xnfllion 
last  year  on  fees  for  cruisers, 
food  and  entertainment. 

Willie  McCarter,  chairman 
of  the  International  Fund  for 

Ireland,  which  contributed 
£5.8  million  to  fee  £30  million 
cost  of  fee  canal,  welcomed  the 
-findings  of  fee  report.  He  said: 
“In  fee  two  years  since  it  began 
operating,  fee  Shannon-Eme 
waterway  has  surpassed  even 
the  most  optimistic  original 
projections  for  usage.  The 
waterway  was  a  flagship  en¬ 
terprise  for  the  International 
Fund  and  one  which  has  gone 
a  long  way  towards  realising 
our  vision  for  fee  economic 
development  of  disadvantaged 
border  counties.” 

Businesses  catering  for  fee 
influx  of  tourists  along  fee 
new  canal  have  flourished  in 
fee  past  two  years.  The  Emer¬ 
ald  Star  Marina  in  Bel  tor  bet, 
Co  Cavan,  has  tripled  in  size. 
In  1994  fthad  15  berths;  it  now 
has  57  places. 

Gerry  O'Rourke,  manager 
of  fee  marina,  said:  “We  could 
not  have  imagined  fee  expan¬ 
sion  when,  fee  canal  opened. 
We  didn't  realise  we  were 
going  to  grow  so  quickly. "The 
marina  has  created  ten  fuQ- 
time  jobs,  with  a  further  40 
jobs  during  the  season  from 
March  to  November. 


A  warren  of  meaning 
in  the  simple  rabbit 

By  Norman  Hammond,  archaeology  correspondent 


RABBITS  have  long  been  a 
byword  for  fecundity  and  li¬ 
cence,  from  the  Unicom  Tap¬ 
estries  in  Paris  to  fee  Flqpsy 
Bunnies  of  Beatrix  Potter. 
They  have  not.  until  now.  been 
seen  as  symbols  of  fee  vulner¬ 
able  Christum  soul. 

A  new  study  of  a  noted 
English  Renaissance  building, 
the  Triangular  : Lodge  .at 
Rushtixu,.  Isforthampte^hire, 
suggests  feat  rabbits  bad  a 
sacred  iconography,  and  one 
which  restated  fee  importance 
of  fee  Mass  in  a  country  newly 
Protestant.  Moreover,  fee  con¬ 
struction  of  warrens  for  breed¬ 
ing  rabbits  for  food  in 
monasteries  had  a  theological 
as  well  as  a  culinary  aspect. 

The  vulnerability  of  fee 
rabbit  was  pointed  out  by  St 
Augustine,  who,  noting  feat 
“Man  is  a  rabbit  in  that  which 
he  fears",  aid  also  feat  “the 
Rock  {fee  Church}  is  a  refoge 
for  hedgehogs  and  rabbits, 
because  it  is  decreed  that  fee 
Lord  is  fee  refuge  of  the 
meek".  David  and  Margarita 
Stocker  suggest  feat  fee  “pil¬ 
low  mounds”  of  monasteries 
were  warrens  feat  also 
symbolised  fee  Rock  of  the 
Church. 

Writing  in  World  Archaeol¬ 
ogy,  they  note  the  Elizabethan 
satirical  equation  of  rabbits 
with  die  Roman  Catholic 
Mass,  a  thrust  which,  they 
say,  “assumes  its  readers’ 
prior  kncwledgeof  the  rabbit's 
salvatory  symbolism".  That 
symbolism  was  used  by  Sir 


Thomas  Tresham.  a  noted 
recusant,  in  creating  the  Tri¬ 
angular  Lodge  between  1594 
and  1597,  they  say.  The  lodge 
is  famed  for  its  Trinitarian 
symbolism  —  everything  is  in 
.threes,  from  the  triangular 
ground  plan  to  the  three 
gabies  on  each  side  and  the 
three  trefoil  windows  below. 

The  Stockers  suggest  that, 
far  frosnheiiig  a  mere  farm- 
,  manager's  residence,  fee 
lodge  Was  “another  garden 
buuding  in  fee  same  spirit  as 
the  belvederes,  banqueting 
houses  and  stands  wife  which 
Renaissance  parks  were 
equipped,  intended  for  elabo¬ 
rate  excursions  from  fee  main 
house  by  fee  owner  and  his 
guests".  More  controversially, 
they  suggest  that  the  small 
round  window-openings  are 
symbolic  rabbit-holes,  placing 
those  in  the  house  within  a 
human  burrow. 

In  its  turn,  the  rabbit  wan¬ 
ing  in  its  warren  “is  the 
corporeal  awaiting  eternal  fife, 
fere  human  corpses  in  a 
catacomb,"  the  authors  sug¬ 
gest.  “It  has  a  double  symbolic 
meaning,  bath  sacred  mid 
profane.  By  taking  evidence 
from  literary,  visual  and 
manuscript  sources  as  well  as 
from  field  monuments,  a  case 
can  be  made  that  rabbits,  and 
pillow  mounds,  not  only  had  a 
value  in  functional  and  status 
terms,  but  a  more  specific 
meaning  as  symbols  of  the 
salvation  of  mankind  through 
the  husbandry  of  the  Church." 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 
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zcfamtO,  nitoaoa  iom  7 


BIRTHS 


St-JOHH  -  On  23rd  of 
ibnabct  to  Msnovl'i  and 
Oliver.  a  son,  Henry,  i 
taMMr  tec  Charted 


DEATHS 


AGMEW  -  On  December  20tB 
t996  jtKtltUi  altar  a 
sheet  illnen.  An draw,  aged 
82.  VWr?  dear  husband  at  /oy 
and  toning  and  gratufy  loved 
father,  father-in-law  and 

yradfatfeer.  Faunal  at  St 
Den 7*"  Church,  RutheigeM 
on  Friday  January  3rd  at 
2.15pm.  Followed  by  prime 
C tarnation.  Family  ffanraa 
only.  Donation*  If  desired 
lor  rbath  Clobe  UX  ch  Vnl 
Bysoorls  Fund  Sonic  mt. 
Crow  borough  (01892} 
655000. 


APLEY-  Ob  December  20th 
1996,  In  hospital,  Alas 
Graham  Apley  FJLCS.  of 
west  HyflMt.  aged  82  yean. 
Adored  husband  of  Violet. 
Father  of  Richard  and  Maty. 
Step-father  of  Darld  and 
lfark.  and  a  dear 
grandfather.  Funeral  eerrice 
an  Friday  January  3rd  1997 
at  St  John's  Church,  tart 
Byfleet  at  12  mob,  to  toe 
followed  by  interment  fat 
Brook  wood  cemetery. 

Flow ty  «r  inquiries  to  <L 
Bonten  6  San.  Tefc  01932 
34B037. 


BIRTHS 


THE 


TIMES 


NEW  YEAR  PERIOD 
Deadlines  &  Opening  Times 
Birth.  Marriage  &  Death  Notices. 

Fw  notices  to  appear  on  WcdnurLn  January  1st  Md 
Thurvby  January  2nd  the  deadline  is  Tuesday 
December  31  SI  at  12  noon. 

Wednesday  January  IsJ  Office  dosed. 
Nonna!  honr>  Tbunday  January  2nd. 

*  0171 6806880 


CURTIS-  Owen  John  aged  70 
yaazo.  On  21st  December 
1996.  MneaftoHy  in  hoapitaL 
Dearly  lored  has  bands  of 
Jean  and  loving  lather  at 
Andrew,  and  Gregory  and 
tolls,  loitag  «s£ 

Victoria,  Boearty,  Michael. 
Dominie,  Christopher,  sad 
loot  Raqnitht  Kaos  at  St 
Vincent  da  Baal  Ch  arch, 
q aeons  Road,  Bail  an 
Tuesday  31st  December  if 
IDOpo,  fallowed  by  ptisan 
ciemanoa.  Fondly  flowers 
only  please.  Donations  fa 
■amaflum  *e*y  be  mada  to 
The  British  Diabetic 
Association  or  The  Stroke 
Association.  Enqetrles  to 
E.W.  Brown  It  Son  Ltd 
Funeral  Directors,  133, 
Beverly  Road,  Boll.  Tel: 
01482  342214. 


I  Ctrrrat  -  ByMa  Maggie,  on 
22  tod  December,  aged  93 
year*,  died  peacefully  in  the 
hind  care  of  Aabletoa 
/forcing  Home,  widow  of 
i  Tom,  beloved  Mother  of 
Geoffrey  and  Mary,  much 
loved  Grandmother  and 
Gnat  Grandmother  Service 
at  Sc  Mary  Magdalene,  State 
Bbhop,  Bristol,  12  boob  on 
Monday  6th  January 
followed  by  Cremation  at 
Canftnd.  Family  Oowera  only 
tadomUsiCfaMaq 
be  aunt  to  Bristol  Age  Cara, 
C/0  X  Davtoa  ft  Son  Fnnaral 
Directors,  381  Gtonceater 
Hood.  HorEMd,  ftdstal.  BS7 
,  8m  Tel  01379  424039 


B1EW  -  Boland  (Son)  on  22nd 
December  1996,  aged  72 
years,  at  Kycben.  Surrey, 
formerly  of  WUckhia, 
Newcastle  npon  Tyne. 
Representative  far  Lavas 
Bros  until  1984.  Dearly 
loved  huOPaud  of  Mary  and 
father  of  Enid  and  GUl. 
Funeral  12  noon.  Slat 
December,  at  the  Park 
Crematorium,  Aldershot. 
Donations  In  Hen  of  Bowers 
ip;  Badah  Heart  Foundation. 
14  Fttshardfasa  Street, 
London  W1H  40H. 


H  Emm  SDH  -  Dr.  William 
Kalcotan  Bobartatm  aped  80, 
la  Bath  cm  22nd  December 
3996  after  a  show  Aherns 
Mach  loved  husband  of 
SUsabeth,  father  of  Jhaa  and 
Michael  and  GiswfMw  of 
Pied  and  Market  Fnmal  et 
Haycombe  Crematorium, 
Bath  os  Tuesday.  3 let 
December  2996  at  4£Opm. 

Enquiries  to  Mannings 

Funeral  Mi  acton  on  02225 
837955.  FamUy  flowers 

(Yttlto  n<Sl|fllflH^  (f  dMitaitf  Bo 

Umn  of  Maim  Pubary 
fbnptai*  Tonbridge  Wall*, 
Sant,  tosoml  Messages  to 
laaa  on  01225  422647, 


on  21  December,  after  a 


Loving  and  greatly- loved 
wife  trf  Chmfaa,  and  devoted 
Brother  of  Zee,  Alexander 
and  attvne.  fa— at  at  (be 
cBnicbof  stMsryjne  Virgin. 
Ship? on  under  wye Zi  wood, 
os  Tuesday  33  Deocmbsr  at 
12  noon.  Flowers  and/or 
donetloaa  to  Imperial 
Cncar  Baa—ch  fand  cto  X 
Taylor  and  Son,  21  CotBett 

Bd.  Cafatnu  Ooom  axis 

3UL 


December  20th  199 6.  aged 
87.  win  be  sadly  aiivnl  by 
■oa  Bernard,  dastfater-ln- 
law  Martha,  and 


momr  -  o»  90m*  DscscMbcr 
Dora  Geraldine  Hands 
IChmxy)  of  fa—  Know.  $t 
ABmaa.  loved  by  tefty  and 
Marihfawsl  aGaan 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


Q171"*5^SIai 


FOR  SALE 


“«  night. 


IN  MEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


THE  TMBB  -  1991-1996 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


roam  ms  hit 

nOTA  Olfl 
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DMHbft  22nd  I9W»  Major 
Tony  Malswazlag-Barton. 
Irish  Camds  {fafd>  Mach 
loved  father  and 

No  flowers  pleas*  bnt 

ifnuMiim^  if  darimtu  to  the 
Army  Benavolant  fond.  A 
memorial  service  trill  be 
bald  fa  fbe  Spring. 


MlTCHEU.  .  On  December 
22nd  1996.  Peacefully  in 
bnagftal  imam  Ian  MtrlaB 
1BC.  Aged  72  yesra.  Mnch 
loved  fa  os  band  of  fody, 
deexaei  Father  of  fane. 
Bridget  and  Hick  and  a  puma 
Ctirnlfsthm.  fdwn  family 
Fanavnl  followed  by  a 
aarclce  of  fhvnksql.tog  at 
the  Church  of  St  John  the 
Baptise  Hazringwortb,  on 
Thursday  2nd  janmary  at 
2j0Opm.  Ho  flowers  by 
regnest,  donations  for 
Kettering  Coronary  Care 
Endowment  to,  f  Stamp  ft 
Sons  fmen)  Directors,' 
Market  Harborongh, 
Le  Ices  tats  tore,  1X16  818. 
Tes  01858  462S24. 


mm 


WATBOfl  -  Abbs,  wtfa  of  BfcX 

mother  of  iMrid  and  Btrhal, 
6  Church  tori,  Tboma, 
Oxfordshire.  pearafnPy  cm 
Sunday  morcilsg  22nd 
PecambM1.  The  briod  shall 
motive  thrir  Panenl. 

$t  Mary's,  Thame,  Hast. 
Friday  3rd  January  family 
Dowers  etolj.  Doostkms.  B  j 
desired,  far  Oaptiftiitiaf 
far  the  blind,  cate  of  FJ 
Wilson,  Greesway, 

Baddenham,  Aylaabnry, 
fafapMOfae  B717  8BJ. 


iHmi .  BDda  Kaibattaa  (trie 
laynolds)  Widow  of  Cyril 
Mia  roamed  peacefully  oa 
December  20th,  aged  iOL 
ICneh  loved  Morinr  td  DevW 
Chriatopber  and  BIchard. 
Grandmother  and  Great 
Grandmothes.  faneari  at  Sc. 
Fatal's  Church,  Selaey. 
IlnuvT.  at 230pm  Oecmehei 
30th.  Famfty  Bowers  only 
ibanrinne  to  the  lfaeltdefa 
BivolsaT  Amd. 


8MWNM  -  Bobert  Whnwa 
27/12794.  Badly  missed. 
Loved  and  t—iwbetid  by 
your  taMOf  tiways. _ 


BIRTHDAYS _ 

^qUs3lWrE^v{tiaiB)r 


WANTED 


U^tircswSasiiSt  So 1TM1 


n—ri  ■  intea.  omen 

6323  er  Cfett  fat  0600 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 

an.  AWL  rtsaef.  til  mistw 
tl  tiisam  fJCoOrea  T.  IWnn 
IhritdlmsiDtfmoeiK 

I  TICKETS 


STOKTS  TICKET 
SPEOAUm 


GIFTS  _ 

AMmMnitoamenoag. 
aaL  fapnMy  p  is — utert. 
fawwra  oaod  aaCioo 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


WINTER  V 
SALE  NOW  ON  . 
10ft  or  new  and  second  . 
hand  {dams  for  sate  or 
fore  nifli  optioa  to  bay 
from  only  £25  per  month. 

£££=£*% 


UKItBDNi  LAW  WL.  Bright 
eft  Cat,  even  fan  lO  ■ 

Q7Bpw.  0171  9SIS  8107. 
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DIRECTORY 
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COURT  &  SOCIAL 

FORTHCOMING  MARUaCES  AND  SdAXRIAGQ 

Oter  the  NewYewperiodthe  foOowfrig 
Notices  so  appear  on:- 


and  Thsmdoy  January  2  1 

be  received  to  writing  fay 

5pm on  Friday  DeeembarZ?. 

iULNOTIOffi  AREMXEPTEO  SUBJKTT 
TO  CONFIRMATION 
.  T«l;«71 7817347 
;  ...  Fax:  0171  782  7725 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 

Obituaries 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SAMUEL  DERRY 


TONY  WILMOT 


IjeatrnMUCokinel  Samuel 
Deny,  DSO.  MC  organiser  of 
wartime  escapes  from  Imly  hy 

Allied  servicemen,  died  at  - 
Newark,  Nottinghamshire,  on 
December  3  aged  82,  He  was 
bora  on  April  10, 1914. 


Through  his  initiative,  courage 
and  brilliance  as  an  organiser. 
Sam  Derry  ensured  the  pas¬ 
sage  to  freedom  of  several 
thousands  of  British  and  American 
soldiers  who.  were  -  stranded  in  the 
Italian  countryside  after  escaping  from 
German  captivity  In  the  confused 
conditions  reigning  in  the  country 
during  the  Second  World  War.  Operat¬ 
ed  from  within  the  Vatican  itself, 
thanks  to  die  help  of  a  friendly  Irish 
priest,  his  Rome  escape  line  became 
famous  even  within  its  relatively  short 
life,  defying  GenriAn  effortsto  locate  its 
source  and  destroy  its  organisation. 

His  own  wartime  experiences  gave 
him  a  foreknowledge  of  some  of  the 
problems  involved.  In  the  Western 
Desert  of  North  Africa  in  1942  he  had 
been  captured  by  a  German  unit  but 
escaped  by  leaping  into  a  ravine  under 
rifle  fire.  He  then  made  his  way  over  20 
miles  of  arid  terrain  back  to  British 
Eighth  Army  positions. 

Ironically,  he  was  recaptured  five 
months  later  by  the  same  German 
unit  and  this  time  there  was  to  be  no 
quick,  escape.  After  being  shipped  to 
Italy,  he  was  imprisoned  for  a  year  and 
then  put  on  a  train  for  Germany.  But 
he  gave  his  guards  the  slip,  jumped  off 
tire  moving  train  in  daylight  between 
Tivoli  and  Rome  and  went  into  hiding. 

He  was  helped  by  an  Italian  peasant 
who  hid  him  undo*  a  cartload  of 
cabbages  and  took  him  to  safety.  He 
was  next  guided  to  47  Allied  escapers 
who  were  living  in  conditions  of 
extreme  hardship  in  a  nearby  village, 
and  took  over  their  welfare.  He 
contacted  the  Vatican,  who  sent  money 
to  ease  the  plight  of  his  adopted  men. 

When  die  Germans  occupied  the 
area,  he  travelled  to  Rome  at  great 
personal  risk.  He  contacted  an  Irish... 
priest,  Monsignar  Hugh  O’Flaherty, 
and  was  harboured  in  the  diplomatic 
backwater  of  the  Vatican,  at  the  same 
time  arranging  for  the  organisation  of 
the  welfare  of  the  original  47  men. 
Meanwhile,  in  the  Vatican  he  took 


command  of  a  small  underground 
network  which  he  rapidly  expanded, 
arranging  the  escape  of  4.000  Allied 
servicemen  in  the.  space  of  eight 
months.  Safe  houses,  food,  clothes, 
supplies  and  money  were  procured  for 
ex-prisoners  in  and  near  Rome,  and 
through  agents  similar  arrangements 
were  made  .for  thousands  of  Allied 
escapers  hiding  in  the  countryside. 

In  tiie  course  of  his  work.  Deny 
sometimes  left  the  sanctuary  of  tiie 
Vatican,  wearing  an  fll-fitting  blue  suit 
lent  by  the  British  Minister  to  the  Holy 
See,  Sr  Francis  D’Arcy  Goddphin 
Osborne.  When  travelling  cm  trams  he 
always  pretended  to  daze,  thus  conceal¬ 
ing  his  inability  to  understand  or  speak 
Italian.  The  Germans  learnt. about 
Denys  organisation  in  January  1944 


but  despite  efforts  to  thwart  his 
activities,  he  continued  to  operate 
successfully  until  the  Allies  entered 
Rome  in  Jum;  that  year. 

His  wife  had  learat  thar  he  was  alive 
and  in  Rome  when  a  tiny  photograph 
was  smuggled  to  her  in  England  at 
Christmas  1943.  It  was  a  picture  of  her 
husband,  with  the  cupola  of  St  Peter's 
towering  behind  him. 

Deny  was  awarded  the  DSO  in 
.1944.  The  citation,  referring  to  the 
Rome  escape  line,  said:  “The  secret  and 
perilous  nature  of  the  organisation,  the 
difficulty  of  establishing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  contact  until  agents  and  escapers, 
the  coordination  of  the  efforts  of 
representatives  of  tiie  United  Nations 
an  behalf  of  the  compatriots  called  for  a 
leader  endowed  with  tiie  rare  qualities 


of  brilliant  organising  abilities,  unlim¬ 
ited  initiative,  great  tact  and  a  sure  and 
balanced  judgment." 

Sam  Ironmonger  Deny  was  born  in 
Newark,  Nottinghamshire,  and  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  local  Magnus  Grammar 
School.  At  22  he  was  commissioned  in 
the  Territorial  Array.  Sent  to  France 
with  the  British  Expeditionary  Force 
on  the  outbreak  of  war,  he  later  took 
part  in  the  evacuation  of  Dunkirk.  He 
was  next  posted  to  the  Middle  East, 
serving  in  Syria  and  Iraq.  During  the 
Iraqi  rebellion  in  1941,  he  joined  up 
with  Kingcol,  one  of  the  forces  that 
regained  the  airbase  at  Habbaniya  and 
entered  Baghdad. 

As  a  major  in  the  1st  Field  Regiment, 
Royal  Artillery,  he  subsequently  fought 
in  the  Western  Desert,  where  he  won 
an  immediate  award  of  the  Military 
Gross  in  an  action  in  which  seven  of  28 
opposing  tanks  were  knocked  out  near 
SidiOmar. 

Captured  for  the  second  time  near 
Mersah  Marruh  in  June  1942,  Deny 
was  taken  to  Italy  and  imprisoned  at 
Chieti  in  the  Abruzzo  region.  For  six 
months  in  1943  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
escape  committee  and  organised  the 
construction  of  four  tunnels  through 
which  a  steady  stream  of  men  found 
freedom,  before  his  own  second  escape, 
from  a  Rome-bound  train  en  route  to 
what  was  intended  to  be  his  final 
incarceration  tn  a  German  prison 
camp. 

After  the  liberation  of  Rome  in  1944, 
Deny  had  an  audience  with  Pope  Pius 
XII,  who  remained  unaware  that  the 
young  officer  had  been  his  guest  in  die 
Vatican  for  many  months.  His  experi¬ 
ences  were  described  in  his  book  The 
Rome  Escape  Line  (I960),  and  as  a 
result  he  was  die  subject  of  a  This  is 
Your  Life  programme  in  1963. 

Deny  was  a  man  of  great  presence 
and  with  a  warm  and  compassionate 
nature.  After  the  war  he  rejoined  the 
family  firm  of  heating  engineers  and 
devoted  much  time  to  civic  affairs  in 
Newark.  He  was  a  magistrate,  a  town 
councillor  and  tireless  organiser  for 
hospitals,  the  Royal  British  Legion  and 
many  charities.  He  had  been  a  Deputy 
lieutenant  of  Nottinghamshire  since 
1979. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Nancy, 
whom  he  married  in  1939,  and  by  four 
sons  and  a  daughter. 


DAN  FLAVIN 


Dan  Flavin.  American  .. 
sculptor,  died  as  a  result 
of  dfabefes  on  November  . 
30  aged  63.  He  was  bora 
on  April  1,1933.  . 

DAN  FLAVIN  was  one  nf  the 
central  figures  of  the  Minimal¬ 
ist  movement  that  rose  to 
prominence  in  America  in  the 
1960s,  and  which  has  since 


become  a  staple  of  art  collec¬ 
tions  and  museums  world¬ 
wide.  In  one  sense  he  was 
perhaps  the  most  Minimalist 
of  all  in  that,  since  the  early 
Sixties,  he  stuck  to  the  same, 
simple  medium:  standard 
neon!  tube? — sometimes  col¬ 
oured,  often  as  not  plain  White 
—  and  nothing  else.  And  sioce 
Flavin  usually  had  these  stan¬ 


dard  tubes  installed  by  electri¬ 
cians  and  engineers,  his  work 
might  appear  to  be  more 
about  an  artistic  concept  than 
a  physical  entity  or  even  effect 
This  was  the  point  rather 
sardonically  argued  by  tiie 
artist  and  critic  Joseph  Kosuth 
in  his  seminal  essay.  Art  after 
Philosophy,  in  1969:  “When 
somebody  ‘buys'  a  Flavin,  he 


isn't  buying  a  light  show,  for  if 
he  was  he  could  just  go  to  a 
hardware  store  and  get  the 
goods  for  considerably  less. 
He  isn’t  ‘buying*  anything.  He 
is  subsidising  Flavin’s  activity 
as  an  artist” 

in  fact.  Flavin’s  pieces  were 
real  experiences.  They  shared 
tiie  theatricality  of  much  Mini¬ 
mal  art  and.  if  not  a  vulgar 


24  hours. 


“light  show",  they  did  make 
subtle  and  effective  use  of  the 
power  of  light  to  alter  the 
nature  of  a  given  space.  Glow¬ 
ing  in  rows,  propped  in  cor¬ 
ners  or  aligned  like  organ 
pipes,  they  .could  enchant  or 
move  as  well  as  heighten  the 
beholder’s  sense  of  his  sur¬ 
roundings.  Flavin  was  paint¬ 
ing  with  disembodied  colour. 
And  while  he  never  sought  to 
disguise  the  non-a esthetic  as¬ 
pects  of  his  objects  (the  metal 
supports  and  dips),  or  to  hide 
the  sources  of  his  effects,  nor 
did  he  shut  out  the  inevitable 
spiritual  associations  of  his 
material.  Flavin  himself 
described  the  general  process 
with  characteristic  matter-of- 
factness:  “We  are  pressing 
downward  to  no  art  —  a 
neutral  pleasure  of  seeing, 
known  to  everyone.’’ 

Unlike  his  chosen  medium. 
Dan  Flavin  was  a  thick-set. 


TonyWflmot 
Permanent  Secretary  in 
Ghana  and  founding 
Principal  of  the  first 
postgraduate  theological 
college  in  Africa,  died  on 
December  14  aged  81.  He 
was  born  on  June  24  1915. 

TONY  WILMOT  had  a  distin¬ 
guished  and  wide-ranging 
career  in  Africa,  entering  the 
Colonial  Service  straight  from 
university.  As  assistant  dis¬ 
trict  commissioner  for  Zambia 
from  1938  to  1940,  he  devel¬ 
oped  such  a  facility  in 
Chibeznba  that  h  was  said  his 
accent  was  indistinguishable 
from  that  of  a  native  speaker. 
He  was  appointed  senior  ci¬ 
pher  officer  to  the  11th  African 
Division  in  the  East  Africa 
Campaign,  reaching  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  and 
being  mentioned  in  dispatch¬ 
es.  After  the  fall  of  Addis 
Ababa,  he  became  Secretary  to 
the  Government  of  British 
Somaliland  at  the  age  of  29. 

Wilmot  spent  nine  years  in 
the  Gold  Coast  (now  Ghana), 
becoming  Permanent  Secre¬ 
tary  in  1954.  This  period  saw 
the  completion  of  tiie  Volta 
Dam  Project  and  of  Tema 
Harbour  under  his  guidance. 

Throughout  this  time,  he 
displayed  a  strong  sense  of 
identity  with  tiie  indigenous 
population,  preferring  to  trav¬ 
el  same  distance  to  church 
instead  of  joining  the  local 
congregation  which  —  typical 
of  those  days  —  was  “for 
Europeans  only”.  When  visit¬ 
ing  his  wife  in  hospital  after 
their  first  set  of  twins  was  bom 
(another  was  to  be  bom  later) 
be  was  caught  up  in  riots  in 
Accra  and  narrowly  escaped 
with  his  life.  Recognising  him, 
a  local  church  leader  rushed 
from  his  home,  and  pleaded 
with  the  crowd  to  leave  him  as 
he  was  “a  good  man". 

Anthony  Talbot  de  Burgh 
Wilmot  was  bom  in  Shore- 
ham.  Kent  and  educated  at 
Tonbridge  School,  then  at  St 
Edmund  Halt  Oxford,  where 


gruff  and  sometimes  caustic 
character.  He  was  bom  in 
New  York,  to  an  Irish  Catholic 
truant  officer  and  a  mother 
whom  he  would  later  describe 
as  corpulent  and  obtuse.  A 
religious  upbringing  and  a 
spefl  as  an  altar  boy  made  him 
familiar  with  the  theatre  of 
light  and  shadow  that  is  the 
Mass,  and  for  a  while  Flavin 
considered  training  at  a  semi¬ 
nary.  Instead,  he  attended  the 
New  School  of  Social  Re¬ 
search.  where  he  was  strongly 
influenced  by  the  teaching  of 
Hans  Hoffmann.  This  was  the 
late  1950s.  and  his  first  paint¬ 
erly  efforts  came  in  on  the  tail 
end  of  Abstract  Expression¬ 
ism.  Soon,  however,  he  began 
adding  bits  of  text  from  the 
Bible  or  the  works  of  James 
Joyce.  Eventually,  he  aban¬ 
doned  traditional  media  alto¬ 
gether  and  made  mono¬ 
chrome  reliefs  containing 


he  read  English.  In  1938  he 
gained  a  hockey  Blue.  He  also 
served  on  the  Oxford  Inter¬ 
collegiate  Christian  Union 
(OICCU)  executive.  Never  los¬ 
ing  interest  in  student  life,  and 
at  a  time  of  unprecedented 
growth  among  Christian 
groups  in  African  universities, 
he  was  the  moving  spirit  in 
setting  up  the  Pan-African 
Fellowship  of  Evangelical 
Students. 

He  was  a  man  of  great 
energy,  and  he  would  always 
look  at  things  as  they  were  and 
then  at  what  could  be.  That 
trait  was  evident  on  two  levels: 
in  the  role  he  played  in  tiie 
political  and  economic  dev¬ 
elopment  of  West  Africa,  and 
in  tiie  way  he  identified  poten¬ 
tial  in  young  people,  and  built 
on  it  One  such  young  man 
was  Emeka  Anyaoku.  whom 
he  recruited  as  an  undergrad¬ 
uate  in  Ibadan  University, 
and  who  rose  to  Secretary- 
General  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth. 

Wilmot  joined  the  Common¬ 
wealth  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  (CDQ  in  1956  and.  after  a 
yep  in  Singapore,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  West  African  regional 
controller.  A  major  aspect  of 
his  job  was  to  encourage 
Western  business  to  go  into 
countries  before  they  became 
independent,  and  he  travelled 
widely.  After  his  spell  with  the 


coloured  electric  light  bulbs, 
which  he  called  “icons". 

The  first  neon  works  date 
back  to  1963.  and  tiie  first 
exhibitions  to  1964.  Flavin’s 
works  were  shown  alongside 
those  by  Donald  Judd.  Robert 
Morris  and  Carl  Andre:  thus 
Minimalism  was  bom.  Years 
later,  however.  Flavin's  experi¬ 
ments  with  different  qualities 
of  light  and  more  complex 
spatial  arrangements  would 
lead  some  critics  to  describe 
his  compositions  in  terms  of 
symphonies  or  sonatas.  The 
artist  himself  preferred  to 
describe  them  as  homages:  the 
Monument  (1964)  and  Hom¬ 
age  (1966)  to  Vladimir  Tallin 
consist  of  rows  of  white  strips 
on  the  ground,  their  light  cool 
and  their  arrangement  evok¬ 
ing  early  Soviet  architecture, 
or  Constructivism  itself.  But 
other  homages  were  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Matisse  and  Bran- 


CDC  he  acted  as  a  “company 
doctor",  visiting  businesses  in 
several  countries,  then  became 
managing  director  of  a  large 
West  African  conglomerate. 

But  his  imeresTs  stretched 
beyond  the  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic,  and  under  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  Byang  Kata  a  leading 
Nigerian  Christian,  one  of  his 
great  hopes  was  to  see  post¬ 
graduate  theological  training 
carried  out  an  the  African 
continent.  Postgraduates  in 
theology  at  that  time  had  to  go 
to  the  West.  He  wanted  Afri¬ 
can  pastors  trained  to  meet  the 
specific  needs  of  African  con¬ 
gregations.  and  qualified  to 
teach  the  Bible  accurately. 
Nairobi  seemed  the  besi  loca¬ 
tion  for  this  and  he  sought 
property  near  the  diy.  eventu¬ 
ally  finding  some  land  in 
Karen  (named  after  Karen 
Blixen  of  Out  of  Africa). 

Hewent  to  the  United  States 
in  1979  to  raise  $200,000  for  18 
acres  on  which  there  then 
stood  just  three  chicken  runs 
and  a  dogfood  factory.  The 
Nairobi  Evangelical  Graduate 
School  of  Theology  was 
opened  in  1983  with  four 
students  under  a  Zimbabwean 
Dean,  and  with  Wilmot  as 
Principal.  It  has  now  trained 
same  200  pastors  and  theolog¬ 
ical  teachers. 

Throughout  all  his  years  in 
Africa,  he  maintained  a  close 
link  with  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  St  Nicholas,  Seven- 
oaks.  Kent.  He  also  played  a 
major  role  in  an  ambitious 
building  project  which  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  anywhere  in 
the  world  —  to  dig  under  a 
medieval  church  in  order  to 
provide  needed  extra  space. 
The  cost  was  over  12  million, 
almost  entirely  raised  within 
the  congregation.  Wilmot ‘s 
business  acumen,  permeated 
by  his  faith,  drove  the  project 
through  to  completion  in  1995. 

He  married  in  1946  and 
leaves  his  widow  Eve,  for  50 
years  his  closest  companion 
and  constant  support  five 
sons  and  two  daughters. 


cusi.  and  there  was  even  one  to 
Flavin’s  dog. 

An  established  figure  on  the 
New  York  art  scene.  Flavin 
was  consecrated  with  an  al¬ 
most  flamboyant  show  at  the 
Guggenheim  in  1992.  taking 
advantage  of  the  event  to 
celebrate  his  second  marriage 
to  Tracy  Harris.  In  Europe  (if 
not  in  England),  his  work 
features  prominently  in  the 
Panza  di  Biumo  collection 
(Italy),  and  he  recently  de¬ 
signed  an  arrangement  of  red 
and  blue  neons  for  the  outside 
of  the  Hamburger  Bahnhof, 
which  now  houses  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Gallery  of  Berlin. 

At  the  lime  of  his  death  he 
was  working  on  a  giant  instal¬ 
lation  for  the  Chinati  Founda¬ 
tion  set  up  in  Marfa.  Texas,  it 
was  to  consist  of  pink,  green, 
yellow  and  blue  neon  lines  to 
be  distributed  along  six  corri¬ 
dors  built  in  a  U-shape. 


1  phone 

number. 


0345  90  90  90 

The  Samaritans 

A  Registered  Charity.  Calls  charged  at  local  rate. 


CHRISTMAS 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Yesterday,  king  regarded  as  the  national 
hoJyday  of  the  year,  was  more  generally 
observed  as  a. day  of  recreation  than  any  of  its 
preceding  anniversaries,  owing  to  its  haring 
became,  fay  an  Art  of  the  late  Session,  a  statue 
hoJyday.  The  fint  of  these,  our  readers  will 
recollect,  was  on  the  first  Monday  in  August, 
when  the  beauty  of  the  weather  entranced  the 
pleasures  of  a  new  statute  holy  day  and  a 
glorious  summer  day  in  riled  all  those  who 
were  enabled  to  devote  themselves  to 
recreation  u  take  their  pleasure  in  the 
country,  amid  green  fields  and  verdant 
foliage,  where,  escaping  from  the  noxious  air 
of  an  overcrowding  metropolis,  they  rea-ohed 
and  invigorated  their  bodies  with  fresh  and 
pure  country  air.  Judging  from  yesterday,  we 
may  safely  predicate  that  future  statute 
holydays  will  be  regarded  to  all  tn  rents  and 
purposes  as  dose  hetydays.  A  fine  Christmas- 
day  was  succeeded  by  a  dampish  evening, 
followed  by  a  morning  of  threatening  aspect 
which  ushered  in  a  more  uninviting  and 
depressing  hoJyday  than  it  has  been  our 
fomme  of  late  to  observe.  It  must  have  been  a 
question  of  serious  debate  whh  many  bow  to 
spend  the  day  which  the  generality  of  the 
Britoh  public  loves  to  devote  to  jollity  and  fen, 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  27, 1871 


Following  this  article  long  reviews  were 
given  qfTom  Thumb  at  Drury  Lane  and 
Bluebeard  at  Covent  Garden. 


and  when  the  thoughts  of  every  one  are 
directed  to  leisure  and  enjoyment  The  shops 
in  aU  the  thoroughfares  of  the  metropolis  were 
almost  universally  dosed,  only  an  occasional 
one  being  observed  open  here  and  dwre.  The 
streets  were  during  the  whole  of  the  day  a 
most  desolate  appearance,  and,  as  a  slight 
downfall  commenced  early  in  the  morning 
and  continued  with  but  little  intermission 

during  the  day,  the  aspect  of  die  London 
thoroughfares  was  cheerless  in  the  extreme. 
Owing  to  tiie  badness  of  the  weather  there 
was  litde  or  no  chance  of  out-door  exercise  or 
amusement,  and  so  the  greater  part  had  to 
stay  at  home,  or  to  visit  the  various  day 
entertainments  which  exist  in  London.  The 


different  exhibitions.  &c,  were  crowded  to  an 
unusual  degree,  and  in  many  of  them 
locomotion  was  difficult,  and  in  some  well 
nigh  impossible . . . 

Four  pantomimes  in  central  London  exceed 
the  usual  number.  In  the  suburbs  managers 
adhere,  as  always,  to  the  national  form  of 
entertainment,  and  Harlequin  is  at  home  at 
the  Surrey.  Asdeys.  the  Standard,  and 
elsewhere  in  remote  parts. 

The  directors  of  what  may  be  called  the 
“comedy"  theatres  look  down  with  wonted 
indifference  on  the  almanack.  The 
Haymarket.  with  Mr.  W.S.  Gilbert's  Pyg¬ 
malion  and  Galatea,  the  Prince  of  Wales's, 
with  the  late  Mr  T.  W.  Robertson's  revived 
Caste,  and  the  Globe,  with  Mr.  H.  J.  Byron's 
Partners  for  Life,  are  dearly  set  up  for  die 
season,  and  heal  less  of  holyday  supplements. 
Similarly  unchangeable  are  die  “dramatic" 
Olympic,  with  Mr.  W.  Collins's  Woman  in 
While,  and  the  "dramatic"  Lyceum,  with  Le 
Juif  Poionah,  which,  as  the  Bells,  derives  o 
thoroughly  English  vitality  from  the  acting  of 
Mr.  Irving.  Mr.  A  Haffidays  Notre  Dame  is 
revived  at  the  Addphi.  and  the  TrnpeSt 
remains  at  the  Queen's  tiDtheend  of  the  week, 
to  be  followed,  after  a  short  interval,  fay  a 
dramatized  version  of  Lord  Lynon's  last  Days 
of  Pompeii ... 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 


Private  sector  adoption  service 

■  Adoption  services  could  be  hived  off  to  the  private  sector 
under  plans  being  drafted  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  an  attempt 
to  reduce  the  influence  of  social  workers. 

John  Major  has  ordered  an  urgent  review  of  adoption  policy 
and  of  arrangements  for  the  55,000  children  living  in  care.  He 
is  concerned  that  many  social  services  departments  do  not  offer 
adoption  as  a  viable  option  to  children  nor  treat  seriously 
applications  from  prospective  adoptive  parents . -Page  I 

Votes  for  Major  disqualified 

■  The  BBC  seems  set  to  scrap  its  annual  Radio  4  Today 

Personality  of  the  Year  contest  after  disqualifying  4,000  votes 
cast  for  John  Major,  this  year’s  winner.  The  competition  was 
plunged  into  controversy  after  evidence  of  multiple  voting  for 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  secured  23  per  cent - Paige  I 


Labour  caution 

Gordon  Brawn  is  stopping  his 
shadow  cabinet  colleagues  from 
speaking  out  on  any  policy  which 
could  involve  spending  com¬ 
mitments  - Page  I 

Royal  shoot 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  led  three 
generations  of  the  Royal  Family 
in  a  Sandringham  pheasant 
shoot - Page ! 

Day-old  baby  found 

A  day-old  baby  abandoned  under 
a  hedge  in  freezing  temperatures 
near  Gateshead  was  saved  after  a 
teenage  paperboy  heard  her  cries 
and  went  to  investigate ....  Page  I 

Education  gap 

Government  advisers  are  seeking 
explanations  for  a  growing  gap 
between  the  qualifications 
achieved  in  London  and  in  parts 
of  the  Midlands  and  north  of 
England - Page  2 

Skiers  warned 

Reckless  skiers  who  cause  acci¬ 
dents  in  France  could  end  up 
in  jail  after  two  people  died  on 
the  slopes.  Judicial  authorities 
say  that  they  are  prepared  to 
imprison  skiers  responsible  for 
collisions - Pages 

Classical  lunch 

The  new  dining  room  at  Gonville 
and  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  is 
to  be  a  recreation  of  the  cella.  or 
inner  diamber,  of  the  ruined  tem¬ 
ple  of  Apollo  at  Bassae  in  the 
Fdopcmnese™ . . Page  b 


Star  sisters 

Twin  sisters  who  found  stardom 
after  being  cast  in  a  Hollywood 
51m  of  Homer's  The  Odyssey  said 
that  they  were  postponing  their 
university  srudies  to  become 
models - Page  7 

Mink  on  the  run 

Oners  are  putting  the  alien  mink 
to  rout  on  Britain's  riverbanks.  In 
the  process,  they  are  throwing  a 
lifeline  to  their  endangered  neigh¬ 
bour.  the  water  vole _ Page  8 

Clinton  budget 

President  Clinton  is  preparing  to 
seize  the  initiative  in  next  year’s 
budget  battle  with  a  plan  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  books  by  2002  and  also 
deliver  tax  relief _ _  Page  9 

Belgrade  battle 

Five  thousand  riot  police  forced 
opposition  demonstrators  off  the 
streets  of  Belgrade  as  the  Serbian 
Government  cracked  down  after 
five  weeks  of  protests  against 
President  Milosevic _ Page  10 

Troop  pullout 

Radical  rabbis  called  on  Israeli 
soldiers  to  disobey  orders  to  with¬ 
draw  from  Hebron  even  as  Yassir 
Arafat,  the  Palestinian  leader, 
spoke  of  the  troop  pullout  being 
imminent- - - - Page  li 

Lima  explosion 

An  explosion  heightened  tension 
around  the  besieged  Japanese 
Ambassador's  residence  in  Lima 
where  103  people  are  still  being 
held  hostage - Page  13 


Frescoes  found  in  ruined  church 

■  Romanesque  wall  paintings  identified  as  the  oldest  extensive 
church  frescoes  in  Britain  have  been  discovered  by  a  retired 
engineer  among  ivy-covered  ruins  in  Norfolk.  Scholars  speak 
of  being  breathless  with  excitement  at  the  find.  One  said: 
“Those  few  who  have  been  fortunate  to  see  it  have  come  back 
almost  speechless” . .. . . Page  3 


ADRIAN  SHERRATT 


Ian  Farquhar,  Master  of  the  Beaufort  Hounds,  leads  them  to  kennels  atTetibury,  doucestershire,  because  the  ground  was  too  frosty.  Page  1 


BUSINESS 


Housing  boom:  Building  societies 
are  predicting  that  house  prices 
may  rise  by  as  much  as  10  per  cent 
next  year _ Page  40 

Bonus  threat  Simon  de  Zoete.  the 
BZW  leader  of  the  Northern  Elec¬ 
tric  defence  team,  missed  the  cru¬ 
cial  meeting  of  the  Takeover  Panel 
which  accused  BZW  of  failing  to 
disclose  the  full  amount  of  fees  it 
was  paid  ro  defend  Northern 
against  the  bid  from  CE  Electric  of 
America . . Page  40 

Budget  criticism:  Business  leaders, 
including  the  CBI.  have  concluded 
that  last  month's  Budget  is  damag¬ 
ing  to  industry . Page  40 

Banking  Job  losses:  The  Banking 
and  Finance  Union  has  warned 
150.000  more  finance  jobs  could 
disappear  in  five  years _ Page  40 
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Cricket  England  were  left  running 
short  of  excuses  after  a  dismal 
opening  day  in  the  second  Test 
against  Zimbabwe.  At  the  dose 
they  were  137-9 _ Page  21 

Football:  Manchester  United  un¬ 
derlined  their  determination  to  re¬ 
tain  the  FA  Carling  Premiership 
title  with  an  emphatic  4-0  victory  at 
Nottingham  Forest - Page  21 

Sailing:  British  sailor  Pete  Goss 
went  to  the  aid  of  one  of  his  compet¬ 
itors  in  tile  Vendee  Globe  single- 
handed  non-stop  round-the-world 
race  after  Raphael  Dinelli  got  into 

difficulties . . . Page  26 

Racing:  One  Man  won  his  second 
successive  King  George  VI  Chase 
at  Kempton  Park.  For  Richard 
Dunwoody,  his  jockey,  it  was  a 
fourth  win _ Pages  28. 29 


Pop  goes  flat:  David  Sinclair  locks 
back  on  1996  as  the  year  that  rang 
to  the  sound  of  idols  being  toppled, 
as  tired  old  names  such  as  the  artist 
known  as  a  superstar  finally  rolled 
out  of  sight _ Page  32 

Rock’s  off...  Rode  On.  the  tiny, 
rundown  record  shop  that  put 
Camden  on  tile  music  map  from 
the  late  Seventies  and  lured  lumi¬ 
naries,  is  dosing _ Page  32 

...  but  worid  music  Bvas:  Nigel 
Williamson  takes  his  pick  of  the 
new  albums  in  world  music,  from 
the  Chieftains’  efforts  to  extend  Ire¬ 
land’s  frontiers,  to  Cheikh  Lid'S  Sen¬ 
egalese  rhythms - Page  32 

Crowning  glorias:  Derwent  May  is 
allowed  to  handle  some  rarefy  seen 
and  recently  rediscovered  crown 
jewels _ Page  33 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  WEEKEND 
Call  of  the  wild: 

The  Times  overseas 
travel  editor  Brian 
MacArthuron 
up-and-coming 
faraway  destinations 

■  MAGAZINE 
Images  of  die  yean  the 
way  we  looked  in  1996 


Annual  Angst:  Christmas  is  all 
about  not  being  as  much  fun  as  last 
year.  New  Year’s  Eve  is  all  about 
consoling  yourself  that  at  least  it  is 
not  as  bad  as  last  year,  says  Giles 
Coren - — —  Pkge  14 

Cunws:  Obscenities  have  lost  their 
farce  and  crab  our  speech.  Laois  de 
Bemieres  swears  he  is  through 

with  cursing - . - -  Page  14 

Role  play:  Why  plump  foe  playing 
a  Wait  Disney  nanny  when  you 
might  seems  best  suited  for  the  role 
of  Lady  Bracknell?  Joan  Plowright, 
Lord  Olivier's  widow,  explains  all 

to  Valerie  Grove - ; - -Page  15 

SmaH,  dry  and  cook  If  you’re 
young  and  hep,  it's  the  onfiest  thing 
to  be  seen  drinking  this  winter. 
Giles  Coren  raises  a  short- 
stemmed  sherry  flute  to  the 
season's  coolest  drink:  cold 
mairzaniTIfl  _ .  .  Page  IS 


Parent  power:  One  of  the  most 
difficult  skills  is  parenting.  Carolyn 
Savjani  talks  to  couples  who  took 
lessons  in  raising  children  —  and 
found  that  they  worked  Page  34 


France  is  America's  oldest  and  one 
of  its  best  allies  arid  is  likefy  to1' 
remain  so.  BiitM.  Chirac’s  current 
indination  to  knock  Washington  at 
every  opportunity  is  not  advancing 
French  or  American  interests 

—  New  YorkTimes 


Preview:  As  a  young  man  in  Po¬ 
land  the  Pope  was  a  poet  and  play- 
wright  of  progressive  views:  Secret 
Life  of  the  Pope  (BBC2,  S20pm). 
Review:  Matthew  Bond  found 
Stanley  Baxter  stale — ... 


Endgame  in  Belgrade 

Milosevic's  grip  on  power  will  nev¬ 
er  be  the  same.  The  system  is  im¬ 
ploding  from  within;  the  West  must 
help  to  make  this  a  democratic;  not 
a  bloody,  transition - Page  17 

Scots  wha  hae 

In-  the  year  ahead  the  shade  of 
Wallace,  along  with  the  spirit  of 
many  other  Scots  past,  will  be  con¬ 
scripted  in  a  new  battle  Iot 
Britain  — - — — —  Page  17 

Monsters  of  rock 

The  pop  paternalists  may  inspire 
pity  but  they  do  not  deserve  sympa¬ 
thy.  As  the  Rolling  Stones  realised, 
fens  should  reserve  that  for  the 
Devil,  not  the  dinosaurs....  Page  17 


BERNARD  LEVIN 

How  can  we  bring  bade  that  feel¬ 
ing,  that  longing,  that  belief  thai 
every  day  has  some  Shakespeare  in 
it?  There  can  be  only  one  answer 

start  with  the  children - Page  16 

FRANK  PROCHASKA 
Prince  Charles  does  not  model 
himself  on  any  past  member 
of  the  Royal  Family,  but  his 
outlook  is  strikingly  similar  to 
that  of  Prince  Albert,  who  called 
on  the  rich  and  famous  to  support 
his  various  schemes  of  social 
improvement - Page  16 

PHILIP  HOWARD 

The  changing  of  diaries  is  distress¬ 
ing  as  a  reminder  that  we  are  a 
year’s  march  nearer  to  the  door  of 
the  Alzheimer  hotel  ...  In  1997  I 
resolve  to  make  the  time  to  enter 
dates  and  names  legibly,  not  in 
shorthand - Page  16 


Uentenant-Colonel  Samuel  Der¬ 
ry.  wartime  escape  expert  Tony 
Wflmot  colonial  administrator; 
Dan  Flavin,  sculptor - Page  19 


Duties  imposed  by  limited  liability: 
EU  policy;"  Heritage  funding  for 
historic  ships;  NHS  priority  pa¬ 
tients:  Thames  bridges:  the  chang¬ 
ing  Church:  rights  in  Kenya: 
countryside  dutten  pioneering  sur¬ 
gery;  taring  the  rich - Page  17 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,361 


ACROSS 

1  28  candles  are  (6). 

4  Retrieve  discarded  items  -  in 
other  words,  get  one’s  own  back 
IS). 

10  Signal  in  code;  with  heaps  mote 
to  oe  deciphered  (9). 

11  Leading  characters  in  Turandot 
a re  Chinese  -  is  that  not  made 
deai?  IS). 

12  With  charms  fike  this,  everyone’s 
sore  to  be  led  astray  (7)- 

13  House  left  with  live-in  painter  (7), 

14  Part  of  ledger  is  entered  up  (5). 

15  Music  company’s  name  will  be 
known  to  the  public  (2,6). 

18  Puzzling  poem,  perhaps,  telling  of 
an  angry  insect  (8). 

20  Plane  crashed  in  mountainous 
country  (5). 

23  Oblivious  of  giri  with  ceramics 
for  sale  (7). 

25  Strong  feeling  evoked  fay  English 
proposal  (7). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20J60 
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26  What  goes  into  basket  of  Cockney 
tradesman?  (5). 

27  Broadcast  man’s  watching  (9). 

28  Extremely  difficult  angle  as  one 
goal  goes  in  {8). 

29  Humble  clerical  position  the 
writer  accepted  (b). 


DOWN 

1  Smart  Alec  from  West  Indies, 
going  to  crease;  bats  (8). 

2  With  start  of  unrest  left  America 
under  a  doud  f7). 

3  Zamenhors  baby  son  Peter  a 

revolutionary?  W- 

5  What's  said  to  produce  most 
outstanding  feature  of  Duchess’s 
cat?  (S.6). 

6  A  bottle  to  hold  tea.  they  say,  is 

'  essential  15). 

7  Having  powerful  weapons  to 
discharge,  peacekeepers  are  up 
on  lop  (7). 

8  Surviving  initial  cut  in  rid  to 
navigators  (6). 

9  Misses  out  when  these  awards 
are  allocated?  (4^3,4). 

16  Crowd  in  to  study  before  lectures 
(9). 

!7  Board  not  set  up  for  seafood  (8). 

19  Church  woman's  cup  (7). 

21  Churchman  working  part-time 
half-heartedly  f7). 

22  Copper  has  Bentieman  removed 
{331- 

24  Biting?  Thai's  about  right  (5J. 

Times  Two  crossword,  page  4fl 
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World  City  Weather  &ng 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  will 
start  cloudy  with  rain,  sleet  or  snow 
edging  south.  Snow  wffl  be  light  and 
be  mainly  confined  to  higher  ground 
and  to  eastern  parts.  Frost  will  return 
to  many  parts  in  the  evening, 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  win 
have  a  frosty  start.  As  the  day  goes 
on,  wintry  showers  will  tend  to  die  out 
in  all  but  some  parts. 

□  London,  SE  and  Cant  S  Eng¬ 
land,  E  AngHa,  E  Midlands,  Chan¬ 
nel  Mas:  rain,  sleet  or  snow  slow  to 
clear.  Wind  mainly  southwesterly, 
moderate.  Co Id  Max  X  I37F). 

□  E,  Cent  N  and  NE  England,  Lake 
Dtetrid,  Isle  of  Man,  Borders,  N 
Ireland:  rain,  sleet  or  snow  dealing, 
then  a  few  showers.  Wind  becoming 


northwesterly,  moderate.  Cold.  Max 
4C(39F). 

□  Wales,  W  Midlands,  SW  and  NW 
England:  doudy,  rain  or  sleet  for  a 
time.  Wind  northerly,  Bght  to  mod¬ 
erate.  Cold.  Max  3C  (37F). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Aber¬ 
deen,  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  Cent 
Highlands,  Argyll:  sunny  spells, 
showers  Wind  narthwasteriy,  light  to 
moderate.  Cold.  Max  3C  (3#). 

□  Moray  Firth,  NE  and  NW  Scot¬ 
land,  Orkney,  Shetland:  sunny 
speBs.  showers  ot  sleet  or  snow.  Wind 
north  or  northwesterly,  moderate.  A 
little  less  cold.  Max  4C  (39 F) 

□  Outlook:  mainly  dry,  some  wintry 
showers  to  the  east,  widespread 
overnight  frost.  Cold. 
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Feeling  under  the  weather? 

.  Cef  as  far  away  from  if  ail  as  you  possiHy  can. 

New  Zealand  with  Rainbow  Holidays. 

ncm’  On  0541  51  OT yi  or  posT  this  coupon. 
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SPORT 

Who  comes  out 
top  in  the  magic 
numbers  game? 
PAGES  21-30 


EDUCATION 

Bringing  up 
baby:  the  skills 
can  be  taught 
PAGES  34 
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BUSINESS 

Fallen  City  star 
Peter  Young  has 
reason  to  rue  1996 
PAGES  35-38,  40 
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RADIO 
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38,39 
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Lloyd  lost  for  words  as  batting  collapse  plunges  Zimbabwe  tour  into  deeper  trouble 

England  shirk  test  of  endurance 


From  Simon  Wilde  in  Harare 


HARARE  (first  day  of  five; 
Zimbabwe  won  toss):  England 
have  scored  137  for  nine 
wickets  against  Zimbabwe 

SO  MUCH  for  “murdering’* 
the  opposition  in  the  first  Tfest; 
so  much  for  Zimbabwe  pre¬ 
paring  another  slow  pitch  and 
playing  for  a  draw;  so  much 
for  the  benefits  of  die  players 
being  without  their  families  at 
Christinas.  Whatever  theories 
one  adheres  to.  there  comes  a 
time  when  reality  has  to  be 
faced  and.  in  the  case  of 
England's  beleaguered  cricket 
team,  they  have  to  perform. 

They  did  not  do  so  yester¬ 
day.  That  their  batting  failed 
so  woefully,  and  with  such 
wilful  self-destruction,  an  the 
first  day  of  the  second  Tfest, 
almost  defies  explanation  and 
left  even  David  Lloyd,  their 
coach,  whose  comments  have 
had  an  unfortunate  tendency 
to  rebound  on  him  on  this . 
tour,  all.but lost  far  words.. 

“I  cant  explain  it"  he  said. 
“It  is,  by  a  long  way.  the  worst 
day  of  my  England  marking 
career."  .  '  ■  ;  .  . 

If  Lloyd  has  tended  to 
express  his  thoughts  too  readi¬ 
ly,  his  players  showed  smrflar 
impatience  on  a  predictably 
lifeless  pitch  yesterday/Had 
they  accepted  that  mhs  were 
never  going  to  came  easily, 
especially,  over  a  sluggish  out¬ 
field,  and  stuck  to  .the  modest 
task  of  scoring,  say.  180  for 
three  over  the  course  of  the 
day,  they  might  he  well- 
placed,  rather  than  staring  an 
ignominious  defeat  in  the  race. 

Thai  ample  strategy  was 


Zxrb&tjwB  man  toss 

BW3LAND:  Rrat  hirings 
N  V  Knight  c  A  Hower  b  Otonga  _  15 
(33mln.  20  bate,  1  lot*} 

*M  A  Atherton  c  Campbell 

bWMtaH  . 13 

(89mn,  49  bats,  1  six} 
tA  JStowartcG  WFkwurbStraak  IB 
CS2rrin.44bflSs.1fow) 

N  Hussain  C  A  Ftoiror  b  Streak  11 
(73rrin.  53  bflOs.  1  four) 

G  P  Than*  cDsktorb  Streak . 5 

J3Trrin,  20  batej 

J  P  Crawley  notout . — ; - 37 

J170nwi,  132  bafts.  2  fours) 

C  Write  c  CMnpbafl  bWhttafl  .......  9 

R D  ^CrrieG WF&war b WHttal.  14 
(79mfa,  56  baBs,  2  fours) 

D  Gough  b  Strang  . — ..  2 

(9mm.  8  bate) 

A  D  UritaBy  e  and  b  WrittaB - 0 


beyond  them,  and  although 
Ucyd  may  be  reluctant  to 
suggest  the  reasons,  explana¬ 
tions  have- to  be  forthcoming. 
Two  worthy  of  consideration 
are  that,  an  the  erne  hand, 
England  .  habitually  under¬ 
perform  and.  on  another,  they 
have  habitually  underestimat¬ 
ed  tiie  abilities  of  these  partic¬ 
ular  opponents  —  none  more 
so  than  Guy  Whktall  whose 
seemingly,  innocuous  .medi¬ 
um-paced  bowling  helped 
thwart  their  run-chase  fa- the 
first  Test  and  who  yesterday 
returned  the  stunning  analy¬ 
sis  of  13-5-42-1  ... 

WhfttaU  is  regarded  by  his 
team  as  n  useful  partnership- . 
breaker  and  he  lived  up  to  that 


Ambrose’s  high  five 

Prasad  on  song _ ; 

Holfioake  bdd  np  „ 


reputation  by  ending  three.of 
the  four  largest  stands  of  the 
day.  Daraningty  for  England, 
these  amounted  to  just  26.  21 
and  34.  His  success  inspired 
speculation  as  to  when  an 
equally  ordinary  bowler  last 
did  so  well  atlfest  level  but  to 
pursue  such  inquiries  is  to 
commit  the  same  mistake  that 
the  England  batsmen  made 
yesterday.  If  a  bowler  drops 
the  ball  an  the  right  spot  cm  a 
pHch:as  turgid  asthis  one,  he 
cannot  be  treated  lightly. 
Streak'  also  exploited  the  con¬ 
ditions  skilfully,  swinging  the 
ball  away  from  the  bat  and 
being  rewarded  with  three 
important  wickets. 


(Hussain  7),  5-73  (Ctmfey  2).  &04 
terawtay  13).  7-128  (Ctawteyai),  8-133 
fclawiay  34).  9-134  (Crawley  34). 

BOWliNG!€ti8ak19-4-34-37nti  2.  w  1 : 
2  tous:  4-0-130, 10-2-11-3,  5-2-100); 
Brando*  14-5-31-0  (1  ate,  2  fours;  50- 
11-0.  *0-13-0,  7-6-7-0);  Otonga  9-1- 
29-1  jnb  3;  1  four;  50-13-1,  4-1-100); 
VVMtsB  135-124  (4-22-1.51-7-1.4-2- 
52£Jfr*ng  15-7-31-1  (2  tare;  1-050. 

SCORING  NOTES:  Frit  day:  Lunch: 
63-3  (25  men,  121irin;  Hussain  7. 
Thorpe  5).  To*  108-6  (55  overs. 
242rrirv  Crawley  23,  Crott  2).  Bad  light 
stopped  ptay  a!  412pm — 17  overs  lost 

ZIMBABWE:  G  W  Flower.  M  H  Oektar, 
■A  DR  Campbet,  D  L  Houghton.  tA 
Rower.  A  C  Water.  G  J  Written.  P  A 
String.  HHSfreafc.E  A  Brandos  and  HR 
Ofonga. 

Umpires:  K  T  Francis  (Srf  Lanka)  and 
R  B  TMa  ThW  umpire:  I  D  Robinson. 
Match  referee:  Hanumari  Singh  (indta). 

SERIES  DETAILS:  Fftst  Test  (Bria- 
vrayo)  march  drawn  (scores  (evri). 

O  OompSeri  by  BE  Rtidai 


P  CRTufneS  not  out  - . . 0 

(15mh.  13toafia) 

Extras  (b  1.  b  5.  w  1.  rtb  S)  .... „  12 

Total  (9  wkta,  73  own,  31 1  min) ..  137 
FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-24  (Athoton  8). 
2-50  (Stewart  19).  3S0  (Hussain  0).  +05 


Tbe  day  was  a  tactical 
triumph  for  Zimbabwe  from 
the  moment  that  Alistair 
-Campbell  wot  the  toss  and 
-put  in  England,  taking  the  risk 
of  handing  them  the  initiative 
and  spending  ,  the  rest  of  the 
game  playing  catch-up. 

England  negotiated  the  dan¬ 
gerous  first  tour  for  tire  loss 
of  Knight,  who  looked  good 
until  he  gloved  a  leg-side  catch 
to  the  wicketkeeper  off 
Ofonga.  The  game  was  not 
long  into  its  second  hour, 
however,  when  it  became  dear 
that  Campbell's  gamble  was 
paying  on.  England  gave  way 
to  frustration  and  the  wickets 
.  started  to  tumble. 

Indeed,  Knight’s  wicket  was 
tire  last  that  they  last  that  was 
not  directly  of  their  -  own 
making  as  Zimbabwe's  bowl¬ 
ers  stud:  rigorously  to  their 
line-and-length  policy.  If  Eng¬ 
land  had  a  game  plan,  there 
was  little  evidence  of  it 
Atherton,  Stewart  Hussain, 
White  and  Croft  all  perished 
attempting  to  drive,  a  stroke 
laced  with  danger  when  the 
ball  holds  up  as  it  did  here, 
whDe  Thorpe  was  outwitted,  - 
Dekker  bring  placed  at  short 
square  leg  for  his  favoured 
clip  off  the  pads.  The  remain¬ 
der  went  quietly,  as  England 
tails  are  inclined  to  these  days, 
before  bad  light  brought  an 
early  dose  with  17  overs 
uhbowledL  . 

Only  Crawley  showed  any¬ 
thing  like  the  necessary  appli¬ 
cation.  He  has  so  far  batted 
three  tours  for  37,  _  haying 
spent  six  hours  compiling  112 
in  the  first  Test,  when  he  also 
outlived  a  succession  .  of 
partners. 

The  chances  of  Tufnell 
surviving  long  with  him  this 
morning  and  adding  much- 
needed  runs  must  be  remote. 
Unless  they  add  ten.  England 
will  collect  the  unwanted 
record  of  the  lowest  Test  total 
achieved  against  Zimbabwe. 

Arguably  tiie  key  period  of 
the  day  was  that  in  which 
Atherton  and  Stewart  fell  in 
successive  overs,  when  Eng¬ 
land  were  first  attempting  to 
break  free  of  their  shackles.  A 
dear  warning  of  the  dangers 
erf  driving  was  issued  in  the 
eighteenth  over  when  Camp- 
bell  spumed  a  routine  chance 
at  first  slip  off  Streak  to 
reprieve  Stewart  In  tiie  very 
next  over,  however,  Atherton 
gave  Campbell  an  immediate 
chance  to  make  amends  off 
Ofonga,  and  seven  balls  later 
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Atherton,  the  England  captain,  slinks  away  in  anguish  after  being  caught  off  the  bowling  of  WhittalL  right  Photograph:  Howard  Burditt 


Stewart  was  well  held  by 
Grant  Flower,  diving  to  his 
right  in  the  gully. 

Atherton  has  more  than 
once  avowed  his  enthusiasm 
for  the  game  on  this  tour  but, 
fa  the  last  nine  days,  during 
which  he  has  failed  three 
times  in  the  Tests,  he  has 
appeared  jaded  and  lacking  fa 
rhythm.  Thorpe  seems  equally 


out  of  form,  having  struggled 
badly  for  runs  since  joining 
the  tour  late,  shortly  after  the 
birth  of  his  first  child.  Perhaps 
he  more  titan  most  is  suffering 
from  the  enforced  three-month 
separation  from  families. 

No  less  satisfactory  was  the 
performance  of  White,  drafted 
m  to  give  the  side  “balance" 
but  who  appeared  to  get  worse 


as  his  hour-long  stay  contin¬ 
ued.  He  survived  one  convinc¬ 
ing  appeal  for  leg-before  by 
Strang  before  giving  a  catch  to 
first  slip  off  Whittali  that  he 
needlessly  waited  for  the  um¬ 
pire  to  confirm.  Nevertheless, 
he  did  not  deserve  the  unchari¬ 
table  abuse  heaped  on  him  by 
a  small  section  of  the  crowd  as 
he  returned  to  the  pavilion. 


Pearce’s  smile  erased  by  rampant  United 


SA 


Nottingham  Forest . . — 0 

Manchester  United  .... - A 

.  By  ANDREW  LONGMORE 

STUART  PEARCE  was  right  He 
should  have  quit  while  he  was  on  top, 
while  his  management  record  read: 
played  one.  won  one.  Yesterday, 
Manchester  United  came  to  tiie  City 
Ground  arid  left  with  another  four 
goals  to  bring  their  Christmas  tally  to 
nine  mid  a  victory  so  casually  won,  so 
breathtaking  in  its  command  and 
embarrassing  in  its  simplicity  that 
the  FA  Caning  Premiership  tide 
could  be  all  over  by  the  time  United 
play  their  European  Cup  quarter¬ 
final  in  the  spring. 


were  bewildered  by  the  formation 
rnrimctedbyPearceandhis~wifeover 
a  late-night  cop  of  tea.  United  —  and 
Giggs,  in  particular  —  could  hardly 
befieve  their  luck  this  time.  ■ 

Faced  by  a .  confused  Saunders, 
-whose  instincts  are  hardly  tuned  to 
the  grafting  role  of  wing  back.  Giggs 
puUedthe  right  of  the  Forest  defence 
hither  and  thither,  farcing  Ptearce  to 
revert  to  the  tried  and  trusted  4-4-2 
after  half-time.  By  then,  though,  (he 
match  was  gone:  United  were  two 
goals  up  and  able  to  turn  tiie  second 
half  into  an  exhibition. 

Both  of  United’s  first-half  goals 
flowed  down  their  left  The  first  came 
midway  through  the  half,  when  an 
interchange  of  passes  between  Giggs, 
Cantona  and  Solslqaer  left  the  Nor¬ 


wegian  free  to  cross  deep  to 
Beckham,  who  had  time  to  control 
and  chip  the  toll  delicately  into 
Crossleyts  top  right-hand  comer. 

The  second  was  similar  in  con¬ 
struction  and  execution.  Giggs,  his 


Shearer  frozen  out  ..... - 22 

Bosnich  blunders  - 23 

Wolves  show  teeth  — ; - 24 


balance  ideally  suited  to  the  frostier 
half  of  tiie  pitch,  turned  away  from 
Jerkan  and  Haaland,  crossed  baric 
for  Schdes  to  drive  the  ball  into 
Pearce,  rally  for  Butt  to  crack  the 
rebound  low  past  Crossley. 

In  between,  Giggs  was  left  alone 


eight  yards  out  but,  with  the  whole 
goal  to  aim  for,  drove  the  ball  past  the 
post  and  into  an  advertising  hoard¬ 
ing  announcing,  ominously  for  For¬ 
est,  “Give  me  five."  Pearce  was 
doubtless  trying  to  summon  up 
words  of  encouragement  for  his  half¬ 
time  team  talk,  but  there  was  not 
much  he  could  do.  His  team  looked 
dispirited,  short  of  dass  at  the  front 
and  short  of  fight  in  midfield,  where 
Haaland.  the  two-goal  hero  against 
Arsenal,  had  a  pedestrian  afternoon. 

There  are  too  many  players  in 
Forest  red  not  earning  their  wages 
and  Pearce's  first  job  rrught  be  to  find 
out  why.  or  the  new  consortium, 
whoever  they  might  be,  will  find 
themselves  in  charge  of  a  first 
division  club. 
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The  Forest  revival  heralded  after 
an  unlikely  victory  over  Arsenal 
ended  with  barely  a  whimper  and,  to 
add  to  United's  perfect  day.  Andy 

CoIb  returned  for  his  first  game  since 

the  FA  Cup  Final  and  .  screed  witnm 

five  minutes-  .  _ , 

The  United  faithful  were  m  good 
voice,  running  through  a  repertoire 
of  Christmas  ditties,  safe_  m  (he 
knowledge  that  once  the  first  had. 
gone  in,  after  25  minutes,  there  was 

no  dangerTo  their  supremacy. 

Theyiwcre  aided,  though,  by 
Pearce’S  tactical  innocence.  If  Arsenal 


Beckham  wheels  away  in  triumph  after  putting  Manchester  United  in  front  at  the  City  Ground  yesterday 


Fbr  United,  the  main  dangers  in 
the  second  half  were  complacency 
and  frostbite.  Forest  did  manage  to 
summon  a  head  of  steam  far  the  first 
ten  minutes,  Woan  twice  going  dose, 
the  first  an  aerial  shot  pamed  by 
Schmeichel,  the  second  a  low  drive 
just  wide.  It  was  at  least  purposeful  if 
not  quite  a  purple  patch.  Clough,  too, 
on  His  first  start  ai  the  City  Ground 
since  his  temporary  return  from 
Maine  Road,  brought  some  cohesion 
and  vision  to  his  old  team  in  that 
trundling  way  of  his. 

Once  United  had  added  a  third 
midway  through  the  second  half, 
though,  any  lingering  doubts  were 
erased.  It  was  a  goal  of  nonchalant 
arrogance,  too.  Beckham’s  early 
cross  finding  Cantona  between  two 
defenders.  The  Frenchman  con¬ 
trolled  tiie  ball  deftly  and  delicately 
lifted  a  volley  over  Crossley  and  on  to 
the  crossbar.  Solskjaer  followed  up  to 
head  home.  Ten  minutes  later.  Cote 
twisted  and  turned  on  the  edge  of  the 
penalty  area  and  clipped  the  ball  into 
tiie  left  side  of  Crossley^  net 

Alex  Ferguson,  the  United  manag¬ 
er,  rang  the  changes,  mindful  of 
sterner  tasks  ahead,  and  spoke 
afterwards  of  “the  luxury”  of  having 
two  straightforward  wins  when  oth¬ 
ers  are  slogging  for  every  point. 
Cantona  is  back  to  his  peak,  Giggs  is 
rampant  Beckham  has  enjoyed  a  Few 
weeks'  rest  and  the  absent  Keane  has 
hardy  been  missed.  It  could  be 
another  happy  new  year  for  United. 

NOTTINGHAM  FOREST  (3-51-1):  M  Crosatey  -  N 
Jerkaa  S  ChrtUe.  S  Peace  —  D  Sautters  (sub:  S 
GarartH  45mHi).  A I  Haalanfl,  C  Cower,  l  Woan.  C 
ABon  —  N  Cbugh  (RiK  J  Lee,  75)  —  K  Camper* 
MANCHESTER  UWTED  (4-4-2):  P  SUvneiclHl  —  G 
Kfavife.  D  Rfay.  R  Johnson.  D  Irwn  —  D  Beckham.  N 
Bub  £*i>-  BlfcGHr.  77).  P  Schutes.  R&ggs  (sub'  K 
PDbasfrjr.  77)  —  E  CBnlona.  O  G  SoWqaer  («*r  A 

Referee:  G  Ashby. 


Now  On 

Hundreds  of  genuine  Reductions  on 
Bedsteads,  Mattresses  &  Divans, 
Accessory  Furniture  &  exquisite  Linens, 
many  at  HALF  Price! 

From  our  Empire  Range  Chatelaine 
solid  dterrywood  Lit  Bateau 
was  £2050 

Now  £1840 


Comic  style  Bedstead  in  Hand 
Forged  Iron 
was  £895 


For  full  details  of  these  and  otker  Sate  Item 
contact  our  showrooms  at 
Http  Road,  London  0171 73)  3593 
Tunbridge  Welts  0189  251  5099,  Mfist  01332  334154 
WHmdow  016*  552  xagtt,  Edfoborgfa  0131  nj  8998 
Stourbridge  01384374717,  Harrogate  0*423503060 
Esher,  Surrey  01372464828,  Keswick  0776  877 
Rate  {nt  PaURflaU)  01730894754 
And  So  To  Bed  Studios  at 
Mlddlesborougfi  01642230988,  Bath  °™S44  4554 
Newcastle  0191  a&  6969,  Grimsby  0147  235  3x51 


Return  to  Rovers  proves  unhappy  for  Shearer 


Gailacher.  scramble 


Blackburn  Rovers . 1 

Newcastle  United . 0 

By  Mark  Hodkinson 

REUNIONS  are  as  much  part  of 
Christmas  as  diamond  patterned 
sweaters  and  boxes  of  dates  that 
remain  on  the  coffee  table  until 
Easter.  Kevin  Keegan,  the 
Newcastle  United  manager,  made 
Alan  Shearer  captain  for  the  day  an 
his  return  to  Ewood  Park,  where  he 
scored  U2  league  goals  in  four 
seasons  with  Blackburn  Rovers. 

Thereafter  Shearer  was  made  to 
feel  most  unwelcome  and.  in  the 
football  vernacular,  he  never  got  a 
kick-  Berg  and  Hendry,  the  Black¬ 
burn  central  defenders,  took  turns 
to  shadow  Shearer  and  such  was 
the  striker's  frustration  that  he  was 


booked  for  a  peevish  foul  on  Kenna 
just  before  half-time.  The  presence 
of  their  celebrated  former  te ani¬ 
mate  clearly  galvanised  Blackburn 
and  their  football  was  always  more 
cultured  than  their  opponents’. 
Newcastle  have  lost  the  seamless 
teamwork  of  earlier  in  the  season 
and  instead  resorted  to  fractured, 
aimless  huff  and  puff. 

“We  are  not  playing  well  and  I'm 
not  going  to  kid  you  otherwise," 
Keegan  said.  “We  had  the  chances 
but  they  didn’t  go  in.  I’m  disap¬ 
pointed  we  did  not  get  anything  out 
of  the  game." 

Unsmiling,  his  eyes  staring 
down,  Keegan  was  asked  whether 
tile  commotion  about  Shearer’s 
return  had  emotionally  drained  the 
player.  “I  don’t  think  he  gets 
emotional  drains.  You*fl  have  to 
ask  him  that  question."  There 


remains  a  certain  surliness  within 
Keegan’s  character  that  is  apparent 
during  times  of  despair.  The  lines 
wrinkle  around  his  eyes,  the  jaw  is 
buried  in  a  tracksuit  top.  Like  his 
team,  he  perhaps  needs  to  lighten 
up. 

Although .  chances  were  scarce; 
both  teams  made  regular  forays 
upfield.  Gillespie  twice  crossed 
towards  Shearer  but  Berg  and 
Hendry  smothered  both  attempts. 

Watson  tripped  Wilcox  and  was 
booked,  the  first  of  seven  players  to 
make  referee  Mike  Reed’S  note¬ 
book.  the  others  being  Shearer. 
Beardsley  and  Batty,  of  Newcastle, 
and  Gailacher,  McKinlay  and 
Bohinen.  of  Blackburn. 

Chris  Sutton,  wearing  Shearer's 
old  No  9  shirt  for  the  first  time  at 
Ewood  Park,  accepted  the  mantle 
in  excellent  spirit  His  rather  flat¬ 


footed  run  disguises  a  fine  touch  of 
guile  and  presence  and  he  con¬ 
stantly  perturbed  Peaoock  and 
Albert 

Just  after  the  interval  he  was 
through  on  goal,  but  scooped  the 
trail  wide  beyond  the  far  port.  Soon 
afterwards  he  was  fed-by  Bohinen . 
but  lost  die  race  with  Srincek,  who  . 
saved  well. 

The  game*  solitary  goal  came 
after  a  hectic  scramble  in  the 
Newcastle  penally  area.  Bohinen 
shot  and  Elliott  managed  to  dear  it 
from  the  goaDine.  Sutton  headed  it 
forward  again  for  Gallagher  to 
swivel  and  rain  past  Srhicek  with 
his  left  foot 

“Shearer,  Shearer,  what*s  the 
score?"  was  the  chant  from  the 
Blackburn  fans,  followed  by  exces¬ 
sive  sarcastic  bowing  to  the  No  9  in . 
black  and  white.  Just  minutes 


before  the  end  Albert  stroked  a  six- 
yard  pass  to  Elliott  It  arrived  at  his 
right  foot  just  as  he  had  switched 
his  balance  The  ball  ran  beyond  . 
him  for  a  throw,  ..Elliott  fell  awk- ; 
wardly.  onto  his  backside.  The 
inddent  .epnomised  Newcastle’s 
day.:  •  •’  ;•••’  > 

Tony.  Patfes,;  ;ihe  Blackburn 
caretaker  manager,  rightly  praised  - 
his  centre  backs.- “'They  never  gave. 
Alan,  or  Les  Ferdinand;  a  chance 
today.  I  tynk  Alan  coming  bade 
added  something  fo  our  game.  I . 
cant  'poise- -my  centre'  halves 
enough  Jbr  keeping  them  both -so' 
quiet"-  ■  •  .••••■ 

He  described  the  goal  as  a  m£l£e 
and.  with  typical  good  humour, 
said:  "The  best  part  ofthe  gbal  was 
When  Kerin ran  to  the  touchline  _ 
with  his  arms  in  the  air  —  I  knew . 
he’d  scored  then!" 


FOOTBALL 


Arsenal’s 
ambition 
frustrated 
by  Walker 


Sheffield  Wed . 0 

Arsenal . 0 

By  Peter  Ball 

PUTTING  Arsenal  on  tele¬ 
vision  at  teatime  on  Boxing 
Day  was  tempting  fate  and  the 
TV  moguls  got  their  come¬ 
uppance.  The  scoreline  said  it 
all.  Hie  London  team  were  the 
less  bad  of  two  depressingly 
ordinary  sides  but,  in  a  medio¬ 
cre  game,  they  only  rarely 
looked  like  taking  advantage 
of  Liverpool's  failure  to  beat 
Leicester  City  and  so  close  the 
gap  at  the  top  of  the  FA 
Caning  Premiership. 

Perhaps  their  minds  were 
numbed  by  the  cold  as  the 
temperature  fell  well  below 
zero;  perhaps  they  felt  that  not 
even  television  should  be 
allowed  to  dictate  such  kick-off 
times  at  this  period  of  the  year. 

Perhaps  Hie  desire  of  Arsene 
Wenger,  the  manager,  to  im¬ 
prove  Arsenal's  disciplinary 
record  has  subdued  them,  but 
even  their  usual  fierce  com¬ 
mitment  was  missing,  with 
Ian  Wright  subdued  and  Tony 
Adams  hardly  making  a 
tackle. 

The  friction  of  the  meeting 


Wolves  find  form - 24 


at  Highbury  in  September 
was  still  in  the  air  last  night 
Arsenal  were  greeted  with 
boos,  and  Wright,  who.  inev¬ 
itably,  had  been  involved  in 
the  hostilities  of  the  first  game, 
was  soon  the  larger  again,  as 
he  slid  into  Pressman.  Bur  on 
this  occasion  the  Arsenal  for¬ 
ward  appeared  guiltless,  with 
the  ball  there  to  be  iron. 

That  flicker  of  a  chance  had 
come  from  a  Wednesday  de¬ 
fensive  error,  and  in  spite  of 
the  enduring  excellence  of  Des 
Walker,  who  had  an  outstand¬ 
ing  first  half,  defensive  errors 
seemed  the  most  likely  source 
of  a  goal  for  Arsenal. 

Their  run  has  been  impres¬ 
sive,  but  the  suspensions  that 
are  catching  up  with  them  are 
beginning  to  expose  the  shal¬ 
lowness  of  their  squad.  Last 
night,  with  the  outstanding 
Vieira  missing,  their  midfield 
lacked  the  vision  he  gives  it, 
his  replacement.  Remi  Garde, 
making  little  impact. 

Yet  in  the  first  half-hour. 
Arsenal  could  have  had  the 
points  sewn  up.  When  Merson 
released  Parlour  down  the 
right,  he  cut  the  ball  back  into 
Bergkamp’s  path,  but  from 
just  inside  the  area 
Bergkamp’s  shot  fizzed  a  foot 
over  the  bar.  Then  Parlour 
tried  an  up  and  under.  Almost 
unbelievably.  Bergkamp  was 


allowed  to  stand  under  h 
unchallenged  and  lay  the  ball 
sideways.  Platt  arrived,  equal¬ 
ly  unmarked,  but  blasted 
wasre fully  over  the  bar. 

This  was  unseasonable  fore 
for  the  home  supporters,  who 
had  had  little  to  cheer  them. 
Hirst  made  virtually  no  im¬ 
pression  on  the  Arsenal  de¬ 
fence  and  il  was  only  Walkers 
brilliantly  timed  intercept! om 
which  denied  Bergkamp  as 
Merson  tried  to  put  him 
through.  Walker's  arrival,  in 
the  nick  of  time,  left  Merson 
clutching  hand  to  head  in 
disappointment 

As  the  half-hour  ap¬ 
proached.  Wednesday  at  last 
had  a  couple  of  attempts  on 
their  own  account  Their  best 
move  of  the  half  saw  Nicol 
find  Hirst  whose  flick  gave 
Carbone  his  first  sight  of  goal, 
but  the  shot  was  too  straight 
and  Lukic  saved  without  diffi¬ 
culty.  Then,  when  Carbone 
returned  the  compliment 
Hirst’s  volley  bounced  wide. 

Wednesday  were  to  have  the 
first  chance  of  the  second  half, 
after  Keown  tripped  Hirst  as 
he  moved  towards  the  edge  of 
the  penalty  area.  But  it  was 
typical  of  the  home  side’s 
general  lack  of  punch  that 
Carbone’s  free  kick  flew  harm¬ 
lessly  over  the  bar. 

Without  looking  anything 
more  than  average.  Arsenal 
were  the  sharper  side,  and 
once  again  they  could  easily 
have  taken  advantage  of  some 
poor  marking  by  the  Wednes¬ 
day  defence.  Bould  was  com¬ 
pletely  on  his  own  as  he  met 
Merson ’s  chip  beyond  the  far 
post,  but  Wright  just  foiled  to 
get  on  the  end  of  his  looping 
header.  Similarly,  when 
Merson  and  Parlour  com¬ 
bined.  Nolan  was  just  able  to 
scramble  the  ball  behind  as 
Wright  again  came  in. 

Wednesday's  lack  of  pene¬ 
tration  led  them  to  make  a 
substitution,  with  Blinker 
coming  on.  and  the  first 
indications  were  promising  as 
Whittingham  and  Pem bridge 
combined,  but  Carbone  again 
shot  weakly. 

Arsenal's  reply  again  held 
die  greater  threat.  Shaw  had 
come  on  for  die  ineffective 
Platt  at  the  in  renal,  and  he 
now  found  space  down  the  left 
to  receive  Mersons’s  pass  and 
clip  a  centre  to  the  near  post. 
Bergkamp  met  h  with  a  pre¬ 
cise' header  but  the  ball  hit  the 
post  and  flew  behind. 

SHEFFIELD  WEDNESDAY  .4-1-2  f 
Pressman  —  I  fowrt  O  D 

Snrtanowc  S  N-ir-  —  0  W'v&rcj-jrr.  S 
Oa te:  ;iu£-  H  Brr*cr,  SfiflW-.  P  Atherton 
—  E!C**»ne  OHirtiuA  A 

Booth.  7T» 

ARSENAL  i?-Mi  1  \j*x  -  M  Kewm 
UubSMssrWi  9T,  A  Adams  SBouJd  — 
fl  Partaa.  B  Gate  P  Mersey  DtAart(»S> 
P  Star.  46j.  N  Wimartjurr — C  Bwgnarp,  I 
WngW. 
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Cotin  Cooper,  of  Nottingham  Forest,  is  outwitted  by  Eric  Cantona  during  M  anchester  United’s  4-0  win  at  the  City  Ground.  Report,  page  21 


Iversen  capitalises  on  defensive  lapses 


Tottenham  Hotspur.. . 3 

Southampton . 1 

By  Brian  Glanvtux 

AT  HALF-TIME.  Southamp¬ 
ton  seemed  a  little  hard  done 
by.  A  couple  of  minutes  into 
the  second  bait  sympathy 
went  out  of  the  window.  That 
was  when  Steffen  Iversen, 
Tottenham  Hotspurs’s  new 
Norwegian  striker,  ran  past 
Ulrich  van  Gobbet  the  South¬ 
ampton  defender,  onto  Andy 
Sinton’s  pass,  and  the  Dutch¬ 
man  pulled  him  down. 

There  seemed  two  very 
good  reasons  for  sending  off 
Van  GobbeL  First  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  the  last 
defender.  Second,  that  even  if 
he  was  not  he  had  already 
been  booked  once,  and  this 
was.  at  the  least  another 
bookable  offence.  But  the 
referee.  Graham  Barber,  cra¬ 
ve  nly  let  Van  Gobhel  stay  oa 


and  the  Tottenham  fans 
booed  Van  Gobbel  until  (he 
end  of  the  game. 

The  sympathy  for  South¬ 
ampton  in  the  first  half  was 
legitimate  in  that  they  played 
most  of  the  good  football  that 
there  was.  strode  the  wood¬ 
work  twice,  largely  dominat¬ 
ed  the  midfield,  bat  still  went 
in  at  the  interval  2-1  behind. 

“We  were  in  a  Christmas 
mood  today,”  Graeme 
Souness.  their  manager,  re¬ 
flected  resignedly.  “I  thought 
we  gifted  the  game  to  them 
today.  I  don’t  think  Totten¬ 
ham’ had  to  do  anything  very 
dever  to  score  against  us.  and 
that  was  our  downfalL  The 
first  thing  to  be  done  hi 
football  is  to  defend,  and  we 
haven't  done  that  very  well 
this  year.  That  must  be  our 
priority."  True  enough,  but 
Tottenham's  own  defence,  as 
Gerry  Francis,  the  manager, 
admitted,  was  a  rocky  affair 
in  that  first  halt 


"Going  forward,  1  was  quite 
pleased  with  certain  things," 
Francis  said,  “and  we  got  the 
goals.  Overall  defensively,  in 
terms  of  giving  them  too 
much  room,  I  wasn’t  very 
pleased.  During  the  break.  1 
was  able  to  change  things 
around  and  nullify’  a  couple  of 
things.  The  main  problem 
was  the  boy  Berkovic  didn’t 
get  back  too  often.  He  stays  in 
the  hole.  We  had  to  make  sure 
we  stopped  his  supply." 

Hus  Spurs  did  by  bringing 
John  Scales,  lately  signed 
from  Liverpool  info  what 
became  a  three-man  defence, 
and  putting  Clive  Wilson  as  a 
marker  oa  Berkovic 

Whether  or  not  he  got  back 

to  defend,  Berkovic  for  much 

of  the  match  was  tbe  salient 
figure,  always  »n  the  thick  of 
the  Southampton  attack,  con¬ 
trolling  the  ball  effortlessly, 
moving  it  around  with  speed 
and  skill. 

Spurs  had  the  incentive  of  a 


rather  soft  first-minute  goaL 
Steve  Carr,  their  right  back, 
crossed  long  from  the  right 
Southampton's  central  de¬ 
fence  failed  to  get  to  the  ball,  it 
reached  Iversen  on  the  far 
post  and  he  put  it  away. 

Seven  minutes  later.  Ian 
Walker,  who  may  have  regret¬ 
ted  his  decision  not  to  wear  a 
cap  in  bright  sunshine, 
missed  Van  Gobbd’s  right- 
wing  cross.  Carr  headed  track 
towards  goaL  but  Calderwood 
managed  to  boot  h  away. 

Subsequently,  Ostenstad 
shot  over  the  bar  when  a  high 
bail  eluded  Campbell. 
Osienstad's  header  from  Alan 
Neilson’s  cross  struck  the 
post  and  Walker  desperately 
blocked  the  consequent  shot 
from  Berkovic. 

"If  he  had  a  spoonful  less 
cornflakes  this  morning,” 
Souness  lamented,  "and  hit  it 
with  less  power,  it  goes  in,” 

What  did  go  in.  after  39 
minutes,  was  a  gem  of  a  goaf 


from  Matthew  Le  Tissier. 
controlling  Alan  Neilson’s 
high  cross  with  casual 
aplomb,  after  Walker  had 
failed  to  reach  it 

That  made  the  score  2-L 
Spurs  had  scored  again 
against  the  play  on  the  half- 
hour  when  Sheringham 
found  S inton.  whose  lob 
Beasant  could  reach  only  at 
full  stretch.  The  ball  fell  to 
iversen.  who  scored  his 
second. 

Tottenham’s  Allan  Nielsen 
got  the  dedrive  third  after  63 
minutes,  heading  in  Carr’s 
free  kick  from  the  right  Once 
again,  the  Southampton  de¬ 
fence  had  been  harshly 


TOTTENHAM  HOTSPUR  I W after 

—  S  Cut.  C  CatCewood.  S  Carripb*,  C 
Warn  —  B  Fok  (aiJ  J  Scales.  «rn*j),  A 
Nielsen,  0  How-to,  A  Smtan  —  E 
Siennoham  S  brawn 
SOUTHAMPTON  (3-S-2)-  DBaasanT— C 
Umtekram,  ANcfcon.  F  Sen* —  R  SWra 
fsub-  f>  Hughes,  66}.  J  MagAon  E 


The  result  has  greatly  improved 
~  Blackburn’s  survival  chances  but 
have  left  Newcastle  some  distance 
behind  the  top  places  in  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership.  The  inven¬ 
tion  and  impetuousness  of  Ginola 
was  absent  through  injury  but  the 

-  array  of  talent  should  have  been 
.ibte  to  create  far  more  incision. 

.  .  .  Beardsley  is  playing  too  deep, 
Battys  bullish  temperament  is 
•  making  the  midfield  jittery  and 
Shearer  and  Ferdinand  are  too 
often  isolated  as  if  at  the  end  of  an 

-  imaginary  gangplank.  Ail  at  sea,  is 

indeed  Newcastle's  predicament 
8LACXBURN  ROVERS  {4-3-2- 1):  T  flcviws  —  J 

Qalscher — C  Sutton. 

NEWCASTLE  UNTIED  (4-£2 ):  P^SrrfeBjc  -  S 
Wsfcwa  D  PoacocH.  P  Atoert-RESctf  —  K 
CMefefe.  R  Lee,  D  Batty.  P  Beorfstay  —  L 
..  fcnSnand  A  Shearer 
Patera a:  M  flood. 


Sunderland 
display 
spirit  to 
hitback 
after  defeat 

Sunderland  . 2 

Derby  County . 0 

By  a  Correspondent 


SUNDERLAND  bounced 
bade  from  their  five-goal 
defeat  by  Manchester  United 
at  Old  Traffbrd  five  days 
earlier  to  record  their  third 
win  in  five  games  against 
Derby  County  yesterday.  The 
victory  lifts  Sunderland  above 
yesterday's  rivals  into  elev¬ 
enth  place  in  the  FA  Carling 
Premiership. 

Peter  Reid’s  side  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  reputation  for  hard 
work  this  season  and  they 
certainly  needed  to  graft  to 
overcome  a  determined  Der¬ 
by.  themselves  attempting  to 
return  to  form  after  a  disap¬ 
pointing  3-1  drfeal  at  South¬ 
ampton  before  Christmas. 

Both  goals  came  in  the  final 
quarter  of  a  frantic  and  often 
ill-tempered  match.  (3rd  put 
them  ,  ahead  in  the  73rd 
minute;  his  powerful  header 
from  Martin  Smith’s  right- 
wing  corner  beating  Russell 
Houlrs  despairing  dive. 

Then  ..Craig  Russell,  the 
dub’s  teading  goalscorer  last 
season  but  struggling  to  hold 
down  a  regular  place  in  the 
Premiership,  raced  dear  from 
Paul  Bracewdl's  shrewd  pass 
to  put  the  issue  beyond  doubt 
in  the  87th  minute. 

In  a  first  half  of  few  chances. 
Hoult  was  easily  the  busier  of 
toe  two  goalkeepers.  He  saved 
in  style  from  Smith  and  Alex 
Rae  and,  when  beaten  by 
Ord*s  35fivminute  effort  from 
Smith's  comer,  Chris  Powell 
came  to  the  rescue  with  a 
goalline  clearance.  Lionel.. 
Perez  dived  fall  length  to  deny; 
Sean  Flynn  but  Derby,  lacking 
tbe  creativity  of  Aijosa. 
Asanovic,  their  Croatia  inter¬ 
national,  rarely  threatened. 

Sunderland  had  to  over¬ 
come  the  loss  of  their  inspira¬ 
tional  captain.  Kevin  Bali,  at 
half-time  with  a  suspected 
broken  jaw  but  always  looked 
the  more  likely  to  score.  Be¬ 
sides  the  two  goals,  Gareth 
Hall  had  a  fierce  drive  saved. 
David  Kelly  volleyed  over  the 
bar  and  Rae  was  only  inches 
wide  in  the  last  minute. 

Fad  now  has  selection  wor¬ 
ries  for  the  match  away  to 
West  Ham  United  tomorrow. 
“It  looks  as  though  Ball  has 
fractured  his  jaw  and  Hail  has 
pulled  a  calf  muscle,"  Reid 
said.  “We  are  certainly  going 
to  be  stretched  at  the  bad:  for 
the  next  few  weeks.” 

Reid  paid  tribute  to  his 
players’  spirit  after  the  heavi¬ 
est  defeat  of  his  Sunderland 
managerial  career  at  Old 
Traffbrd.  "We  had  just  let  in 
five  and  people  were  asking 
what  we  were  made  at”  Reid 
said.  “I  think  the  players 
showed  great  character." 

SUNDERLAND  0-*®:  L  Perez  -  G  Hal 
(sub;  M  Gray,  S&nm),  R  Orel,  D  Kifedd  -  A 


Huckerby  takes  lead  role  in  Elland  Road  passion  play 


MeMo.  D  tidy.  K  EM  (sir  S  Agnew,  <51, 
P  BracawoL  A  Bw  ~  M  Sirtfh,  C  Ruaaoft 
OS XBft  COUNTY  0  Hoots  —  G 

'  flrrantf.  I  Stfenac  (stir  0  Yens.  73.  P 
McGrath,  C  Po«* — □  Ponefl.  J  Uurean, 
SRwP  (site  L  Carcisy.  86).  C  Dailly  —  D 
SBJMd^.AWudlsfeMGefabtBAtt.  79}. 
Raferea;  J  Wafer. 


Leeds  United . 1 

Coventry  City . 3 

By  Keith  Pike 

HAVING  established  under 
George  Graham  a  reputation 
as  the  Scrooges  of  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership,  Leeds 
United  found  themselves 
haunted  by  a  young,  discard¬ 
ed  winger  and  their  defences 
tom  down  like  yesterday’s 
decorations.  Coventry  City,  in 
caramon  with  a  disbelieving 
and  disenchanted  Elland 
Road  crowd,  could  nor  quite 
believe  their  eyes. 

Not  that  Gordon  Strachan's 
team  were  undeserving  of 
their  triumph,  their  third  in 
succession-  Behind  early  on. 


they  replied  with  three  goals 
in  a  devastating  nine-minute 
burst  before  half-time  and 
then  held  on  for  the  last 
quarter  of  an  increasingly 
frenetic  afternoon  with  ten 
men  after  the  dismissal  of 

Noel  Whelan. 

With  four  goals!  seven  book¬ 
ings  and  a  sending  off.  as  well 
as  two  penalties,  this  was  a 
match  of  high  dudgeon  as  well 
as  high  drama,  transcending 
which  was  a  performance  of 
real  quality  by  Darren 
Huckerby. 

Huckerby.  22.  and  released 
by  Kevin  Keegan  after  just  two 
substitute  appearances  lor 
Newcastle  United,  had  still 
done  enough  to  persuade 
Strachan  to  invest  £1  million 

in  his  promise. 


Now  we  saw  why.  first  he 
scored  a  wonderful  solo  goal 
to  drag  Coventry  bad;  on 
terms,  then  his  trickery  creat¬ 
ed  Coventry's  third.  Small  but 

Suick  and  disarmingly  confi- 
ent  in  possession,  he  was  the 
one  player  that  Leeds  could 
not  contain.  Perhaps  Leeds 
thought  that,  when  Deane 
thrashed  them  into  a  ninth- 
minute  lead  —  a  fine  finish 
after  Rush’s  dogged  pursuit  of 
Dublin  had  set  up  the  chance 
—  they  had  done  all  they 
needed  with  five  successive 
clean  sheets  behind  them. 

They  had  reckoned  without 
Huckerby.  Receiving  the  hall 
ten  yard',  inside  the  Leeds  half 
close  to  the  left  Touch  line,  he 
set  off  on  a  cross  Held  run  that 
had  Leeds  bemused.  There 


was  no  hint  of  a  tackle  and  no 
chance  for  Marlyn  as 
Huckerby.  having  reached  the 
penalty  area  unmolested,  beat 
him  emphatically  inside  his 
right-hand  post. 


Whelan:  sent  off 


Thai  was  in  the 29th  minute; 
eight  minutes  later  Coventry 
were  ahead.  Wetherall  all¬ 
owed  Dublin  to  escape  and 
head  Sa  lake's  comer  past 
Marlyn.  and  within  dO  sec¬ 
onds  it  was  3-1  when  Huck¬ 
erby*.  again  cutting  in  from  the 
left,  tempted  Palmer  into  a 
rash  challenge  by  the  angle  of 
the  box,  but  just  inside  it. 
McAllister  ignored  the  jeers  to 
ridefoot  the  penalty  home. 

The  torment  continued  in 
the  second  half  as  Huckerby 
set  up  chances  for  Williams 
told  Whelan,  who  trussed  a 
sitter  and  allowed  his  frustra¬ 
tion  to  boil  over  with  a  wild 
hinge  on  Bowycr  which 
brought  a  second  yellow  card. 
Almost  immediately.  Leeds 
were  thrown,  a  lifeline  when 


Shaw  felled  Deane  but 
Ogrizovic  snatched  it  back 
with  a  marvellously  agile  save 
from  Kelly’s  penalty. 

“We  committed  suicide,” 
Graham  said.  “Until  Coven¬ 
try  scared  we  were  much  the 
better  team. “So  they  were,  bur 
Coventry  are  now  just  one 
place  behind  them  and 
Strachan  could  not  have  been 
more  pleased.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  like  winning  for  team 
spirit"  he  said.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  both  are  coming  easily. 

LEEDS  UNITED  n-l-t-2}.  N  Mratyn  -  C 
Pawer  0  Wetera?  psfe  A  Vfeoati 
67ta=r>  P  Beesiey  A  Dortoa  481  —  L 

Rartetw— GKete.  M  JxKMnXBawiis.  G 
Natb  —  I  Rah.  B  Deane 
COVENTRY  CfTY  3-S-2J. 

DuSSci.  L  Dam*.  H  Shaw  —  P  Tetter.  G 
McAE.*a.  K  Rc^tartSan,  P  WftaoB.  J 
Sf*o  -  D  KitAertjy  ;-aS-  E  Jew.  B9).  U 
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Hinchdiffe  ruled  out 
for  rest  of  season 


ANDY  HINCHCUFFE.  the 
Everton  and  England  defend¬ 
er.  will  miss  toe  rest  of  the 
season  after  suffering  knee 
ligament  damage.  Hinchdiffe. 
27;  has  played  in  toe  wing 
back  role  in  all  three  interna: 
Canals  since  Glam  Hoddle 
became  manager  and  would 
almost  certainly  have  been  an 
automatic  dunce  for  toe  World 


te  crashed  into  advertising 
boards  during  Everton's 
goalless- draw  with  Leeds  Uni¬ 
ted  at  Goodison  Park  on 
Saturday.-  Joe  Royle,  toe 
Everton  manager^ .  said: 
"Andy  will  have  major  sur¬ 


gery.  ft’s  a  terrible  blow  foi 
him,  for  Everton  and  foi 
England. 

“Youve  got  to  feel  for  thi 
(ad.  It's  taken  Andy  a  compar¬ 
atively  long  time  id  reach  the 
top  of  his  profession  and  now 
he’s  suffered  a  setback  liki 
this.  We  had  no  idea  toe  injury 
was  so  serious,  but  the  dam 
age  has  been  revealed." 

Hinchdiffe absence  could 
mean  an  international  recall 
for  Graeme  Le  Saux,  of  Black 
burn  Rovers,  who  was  the  firsi 
choice  England  left  back  until 
he  suffered  a  broken  leg  in 
December  last  year.  ' 

The  other  option  would  bee 
recall  for  Hifl.  Neville,  oj 
Manchester  United. 
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FOOTBALL:  CHELSEA  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  GOALKEEPING  BLUNDERS  TO  END  VILLA’S  WINNING  RUN 


Aston  Vito _ -.....^..0 

Chelsea  _ _ 1 . 2 

By  Rob  Hughes 

pocttbaia  correspondent 

MARK  K^NICH  is  not  look¬ 
ing  &r  laughs  this  festive 
period.  He  fa  trying  to  «up- 
prcss  his  natural  Australian 
exuberance,  trying  to  make  us 
forget  the  misgiBdedness  of 
his  joke  to  the  Tottenham 
Hotspur  supporters.  Yester¬ 
day,  however,  at  Villa  Park,  he 
twice  within  the  space  of  four 
minutes  handed  out  gifts  to 
Chelsea,  as  he  gave  away 
Aston  Vida’s  record  run  of  five 
consecutive  victories  under 
Brian  Little. 

His  slow-motion  antics,  as1 
he  misjudged  fairly  simple 
balls  certainly  put  a  smite  (to 
the  face  of  the  diminutive 
Gianfranco  Zola,  who  accept¬ 
ed  both  goals. 

And  the  foreigners  keep 
telling  us  bow  much  they 
deplore  tire  English  custom  erf. 
playing  three  times  in  Christ¬ 
mas  week.  Ruud  Gullit,  the 
Chelsea  manager,  playing  so 
elegantly  in  the  libero  role,  at 
least  put  it  eloquently  when  he 
said:  “The  players  in  Italy, 
players  everywhere  abroad, 
are  at  home  for  Christmas  in 
front  ofthe  chimney.” 

If  one  hears  another  profes¬ 
sional  footballer,  paid  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds  per  match, 
lament  the  playiim  of  the 
game,  one  would  deartytave 
to  introduce  him  to  David 
fiusst,  who  is  hying  to  piece 
his  life  back  together  after 
breaking  a  leg  so  horrendous¬ 
ly  at  Ola  Trafford  last  Easter. 

Chelsea  undoubtedly  de¬ 
served  to  master  Vilia.  As 
little  observed: ‘‘Gidllt  lay¬ 
ing  at  the  bade  makes  aU  the 
difference.  He  keeps  it  right 
for  diem.  He  played  tip  front 
at  Sunderland,  and  I  hoped  he 
would  play  there  against  us 
...  but  with  him  keeping  it 
organised  as 'the  game  went 
an,  the  likes  of  Zola  began  to 
find  their  form.” ' 

Zola,  30,  was  indeed  irre¬ 
pressible.  He  comes  in  a  pint- 
size  but  he  runs  with  the  zest, 
the  energy  of  a  teenager,  runs 
like  a wind-up  mouse.  Increas¬ 
ingly.  Zola  would  not  let  five 
strained  and  somewhat  pas- 


Efriogu.  the  Aston  Villa  central  defender,  takes  a  tumble  as  Hughes,  the  Chelsea  striker,  refuses  to  give  ground  as  the  ball  escapes  both 


ave  encounter  settle  into  me¬ 
diocrity,  and  with  his  vision 
and -.technique;  hr  was  the 
most  '  influential .  .  character 
k»g  .before  Re  capitalised  on 
the  Bosnicb  errors.  ■ 

■  For  two  sides  with  champ¬ 
ionship  pretensions,  this  was 
mighty  slow  to  warm,  the 
hands  and.  engage  the  minds . 
bf  a  Capacity' crowd.  In  the 
opening  hour,  Savo  Milosevic, 
a  shadow  of  the  figure  who 
devastated  Wimbledon  four: 
days-  earlier,  appeared  lan¬ 
guid;  almost  disinterested.  His 
manager  said  that  he  was 
withdrawn  because  “he 
showed  the  first  signs  of 
suffering  that  virus  that  seems 
to  girf  everyone”. 


Chelsea  contained  Vflja  at 
their  ease  and  stole  forward 
judidousfy.  In  toe  37th 
minute,  man  Zola’s  exquisite 
pass.  Di  Matteo  appeared 
dean  through  the.  home  de¬ 
fence.  only  to  be  pushed  to  toe 
ground  from  behind  just  out¬ 
side  the  penalty  box.  Under 
Hfaruks,  there  seemed  one 
option.  Sdineca  should  have 
been  red-carded;  instead.  Pud 
Danscn,  a  referee  so  quick  to 
use  the  ultimate  sanction  in 
the  autumn,  issued  only  a 
yeDow  card  for  “ungendeman- 
ly  conduct" 

The  clockwork  mouse  drove 
his  free  kick  over  toe  bar,  but 
he  worked  up  new  urgency 
and  was  denied  by  BosraclVs 


right  hand  before  he  went  on 
to  score  twice. 

-  Before  he  did  so.  VOla  had 
their  one  and  only  chance. 
Johnson,  the  replacement  for 
Milosevic,  produced  a  teasing 
cross  from  the  left  Yoike,  with 
his  header,  was  repelled  by  a 
combination  of  Clarke  and 
Phelan,  but  even  then  Taylor 
missed  a  sitter,  falling  to 
carmecf  with  the  ball  four 
yards  from  goal. 

Seconds  later.  Parescu 
slipped  toe.  ball  through  the 
noddle  and  Zola,  his  instincts 
ever  alert,  shot  for  goal.  Down 
went  Bosnich,- too  early  per¬ 
haps.  And  then,  as  if  be  were 
numb  through  inactivity,  the 
goalkeeper  seemed  to  lose  toe 


ball,  and  it  entered  his  net  off 
his  left  leg.  There  was  all 
manner  of  talk  of  a  slight 
deflection,  perhaps  a  devious 
divot 

The  truth  was.  as  Little 
admitted,  that  a  goalkeeper  of 
the  quality  of  Bosnich  should 
take  such  a  ball  and.  indubita¬ 
bly,  he  should  have  taken  with 
ease  the  headed  back  pass 
from  Nelson  in  toe  seventieth 
minute.  Instead,  Bosnich  at¬ 
tempted  to  kick  toe  ball, 
missed  it  completely,  and  Zola 
nipped  in  gleefully  to  hook  the 
ball  handsomely  into  the  net 

The  goalkeeper,  far  from  the 
warmth  of  Bondi  Beach,  had 
frozen.  Villa,  about  to  meet 
every  team  that  matters,  had 


come  apart  And  Chelsea?  “We 
have  worked  very  hard  over 
the  last  two  weeks  about  our 
defensive  job.”  Gullit  said. 
“That  doesn’t  mean  we  have  to 
be  defensive,  but  I  am  very 
happy  with  the  competition 
for  places,  and  I  know  Zola, 
now  that  he  is  settled  with  his 
own  house  and  he  feels  appre¬ 
ciated.  is  very  happy  because, 
as  a  midfield  player,  it  is  a 
great  feeling  when  the  defence 
is  solid  behind  you." 

ASTON  VILA  (3-S-21:  M  Bosnich  —  U 
Ehogu,  s  Staunton.  R  Sdmeca  —  F 
Nelson.  I  Taylor,  M  Draper  (six  S  Curcc, 
ffiml,  ATownrend,  A  Wright — DYarxe.S 
kMoaewc  (sub-  T  Johnson.  62). 

CHBflEA  (3-5-2).  F  Grades — MDubeny. 
RGtill.S  Clarice — D  Petnsscu,  C  Buriey,  t 
Newton.  R  Dt  Mattao,  A  Myers  (sub:  T 
Fttaan,  62)  —  G  ZflfcL  M  HugW 
Referee:  P  Denson. 


’s  double  duty 


Middlesbrough _ .H4 

Everton . « . ......2 

.  By  Richard  Hobson 

GALLONS  of  muddied  water 
have  flowed  toe  length  of  the 
Tees  ra  the  14  weeks  since 
Juninho  last  scored  in  toe  FA 
CarimgPranlership,  deposit¬ 
ing  s3t  onto  the  riverbed  as 
naturally  as  Middlesbrough 
have  dropped  punts. 

Yesterday,  toe  passionate 
home  crowd  demonstrated 
that  toe  sands  of  time  have 
not  eroded  there  ability  to 
celebrate  victory  as  their  far 
vuurite  import  produced  fin¬ 
ishes  of  true  Brazilian  quality 
on  two  occasions  to  help  them 


to  their  first  league  win  sarte 
September  14 
Whether  it  is  coincidence 
that  Everton  were  their 
opponents  oa  that  occasion, 
or  dial  Juninho  was  also  a 
scorer,  is  a  matter  for  conjec¬ 
ture.  That  game  also  marked 
the  afternoon  mi  which  Nick 
Barmby  scored  his  last  goal 
for  Middlesbrough.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Riverside  stadi¬ 
um  for  toe  first  time 
yesterday  and  was  roundly 
booed  throughout 
Last  Saturday,  Middles¬ 
brough  refused  to  fulfil  their 
fixture  against  Blackburn 
Rovers,  citmg  injury  or  illness 
to  23  players.  They  not  only 
turned  up  yesterday,  they 
overcame  some  cafanutous 


defending  to  attack  with  a 
verve  more  in  accordance 
with  the  ability  of  the  players 
Bryan  Robson,  the  manager, 
has  brought  to  the  dob.  “1 
hope  we  have  finally  turned 
toe  comer  (his  time,”  Robson 
said.  “Despite  all  the  publicity 
there  has  not  been  a  great  deal 
wrong  with  the  dub  and 
perhaps  now  we  wiD  be  able 
to  move  in  toe  right 
direction.” 

Joe  Royle,  his  Everton 
counterpart,  was  not  happy 
with  the  influence  of  Steve 
Doan,  the  referee.  He  felt  that 
Barmby  should  have  won  a 
penalty  as  early  as  toe  third 
minute,  that  Middlesbrough 
should  have  been  penalised 
for  fouls  during  the  construc¬ 


tion  erf  their  third  and  fourth 
goals,  and  revealed  that  Dave 
Watson  was  replaced  after  14 
minutes  with  suspected  frac¬ 
tured  ribs  that  he  believed 
were  damaged  by  an  elbow. 

”2  do  not  want  this  to  sound 
like  sour  grapes  because  we 
were  poor  fait  I  could  not 
believe  some  of  toe  firings  that 
I  saw,"  Royle  said. 

Juninho  and  Emerson 
combined  in  toe  22nd  minute 
to  allow  Craig  Hignett  to 
sweep  a  low  shot  beyond 
Neville  Southall,  before 
David  Unsworth  equalised 
from  the  penalty  spot  eight 
minutes  later  after  David 
Wfryte  had  handled. 

Clayton  Blackmore.  re¬ 
called  from  a  loan  period  at 


Bristol  City,  restored  toe  lead 
in  the  39th  minute  and  then 
watched  as  Duncan  Ferguson 
headed  in  unmarked. 

As  space  opened,  so 
Juninho  prospered.  He  beat 
Southall  in  the  57to  minute 
after  good  work  by  Fabrizio 
Ravanelli  and  secured  victory 
with  14  minutes  remaining 
after  cutting  inside  from  the 
right  and  playing  a  one-two 
with  toe  Italian. 

MIDDLESBROUGH  (+3.1-2):  G  Walsh  — 
N  Cat.  SVickare.  C  Lrddto,  DWhyte  Isub-  C 
Moots.  45nrin}  —  C  Hignett.  Emerson.  C 
Biactanore  —  Junnho  —  M  Be*h,  F 
Ravane* 

EVERTON  0+1-2):  N  Souhal  —  E 
Barrett.  D  Watson  (njtx  G  Aten,  14;  sub:  M 
Hoaxer.  74).  D  Uravrmrth  —  G  Sluan,  T 
Gram.  J  Pariunson,  G  Speed  —  N  Barmby 
—  0  Ferguson.  M  Stanch  (air  PRObouL 
7DJ 

Referee:  S  Dunn. 


Liverpool  fail 
to  dissuade 
their  critics 


Liverpool  . 1 

Leicester  City . 1 

By  David  Majddock 

NO  ONE.  it  seems,  wants  to 
win  the  FA  Carling  Premier¬ 
ship.  Such  a  sentiment  is.  by 
now.  becoming  a  bit  of  an  old 
chestnut,  but  at  least  it  is  a 
seasonally  warm  one.  The 
leadership  has  been  juggled 
from  team  to  team,  and  Liver¬ 
pool  are  the  latest  to  find  it  a 
fat  hot  to  handle. 

They  remain  at  the  top  of  the 
table,  but  for  how  long,  after 
again  throwing  away,  with 
abandon,  home  points?  liver- 
pool  have  taken  nine  points 
from  toe  last  18  at  home,  and 
against  an  ordinary,  if 
organised,  Leicester  City  side, 
they  displayed  neither  toe 
imagination  nor  inclination  to 
remain  at  toe  head  erf  affairs 
for  long. 

For  toe  largest  Anfield 
crowd  of  the  season,  there  was 
almost  the  same  sense  of  dfiji 
vu  normally  experienced  from 
the  television  schedules  at  this 
time  of  year.  At  least  the  James 
Bond  repeats  are  action- 
packed,  but  Liverpool  are 
becoming  dqpressingly  lethar¬ 
gic  at  home. 

Just  as  against  Sheffield 
Wednesday,  they  passed  poor¬ 
ly  and  rarely  found  the  man- 
marked  McManaman.  They 
even  fell  behind  to  a  goal 
created  after  the  ball  was 
deflected  in  the  penalty  area, 
but  this  time  at  least  Liverpool 
were  spared  the  ignimony  of 
defeat,  thanks  to  a  smattering 
of  spirit  in  a  late  rally  that 
brought  a  goal  for  Stan 
Collymore. 

It  did  tittle,  though,  to 
dissuade  the  growing  number 
of  observers  who  believe  that 
Liverpool  have  too  many  off 
days  like  these  to  challenge 
seriously  for  the  champion¬ 
ship.  McManaman  was  quiet 
because  he  rarely  saw  the  ball, 
even  though  he  clearly  had  toe 
beating  of  Hill,  his  man- 
marker.  who  was  afraid  to  get 
too  dose.  After  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  creative  depart¬ 
ment.  and  that  must  be  worry¬ 
ing  for  Roy  Evans,  the 
manager. 

Liverpool’s  problems 
stemmed  once  again  from 
midfield,  where  Baines  was 
anonymous  and  Thomas  com¬ 
pletely  off  key.  The  duo  are 
dotmgly  termed  veterans,  and 
one  wonders  if  they  are  up  to. 
these  days,  two  games  in  three 
days,  especially  when  the  first 
is  a  strength-sapping  contest 
against  Newcastle  United. 

If  Liverpool  again  failed  to 
find  their  rhythm,  then 
Leicester  have  to  take  much 
credit.  Lennon,  in  particular, 
showing  a  rare  quality  to  win 
the  ball  in  midfield  and  use  it 
intelligently.  Barnes  had  bare¬ 
ly  a  second  to  breathe,  and  it  is 
a  pity  for  Leicester  that  they 
will  lose  toe  Northern  Ireland 
midfield  player  for  two  games, 
after  he  picked  up  a  booking, 
which  earns  him  a 
suspension. 


It  was  a  pity,  too,  that  their 
performance  did  not  bring  the 
victory  it  probably  deserved. 
Claridge  was  a  trojan  all 
afternoon,  ploughing  a  lane 
furrow  along  the  from  line 
with  a  farmer's  relish,  and 
scoring  a  fine  goal  to  give 
Leicester  the  ted  after  76 
minutes. 

Only  Lennon  had  really 
troubled  James,  toe  Liverpool 
goalkeeper,  previously  with  a 
shot  early  in  the  game,  bur  he 
had  no  chance  when  Claridge 
reacted  first  after  Lennon's 
effort  was  this  time  blocked, 
and  he  curled  a  sweet  shot 
inside  the  left-hand  post  from 
the  right  edge  of  the  penalty 
area. 

Given  Leicester’s  lack  oF 
penetration,  defeat  was  un¬ 
thinkable  for  toe  Anfield 
crowd,  even  if  their  own  side 
had  not  seriously  threatened, 
but  now  they  were  facing  the 
prospect  of  another  taste  of 
cold  turkey.  Collymore.  it  was, 
who  saved  toe  day,  with  a  goal 
fashioned  from  Liverpool's 
best  move  of  the  afternoon. 

McAteer  cut  inside  from  the 
right  flank,  and  fed  Mc¬ 
Manaman  inside  the  penalty 


Collymore:  equaliser 

area.  Too  infrequently,  Liver¬ 
pool  found  their  danger  man, 
and  he  showed  what  he  could 
do  when  he  has  the  ball  by 
slipping  it  cleverly  to 
Collymore-  A  smart  exchange 
with  Wright  lurking  surpris¬ 
ingly  on  the  left  side  of  the  box. 
and  Collymore  found  space  on 
his  left  fooL  He  did  noi  miss 
from  dose  range. 

The  goal  came  after  78 
minutes,  and  there  was  time 
enough  for  a  winner  as 
Berger.  Collymore  and  Thom¬ 
as  all  forced  saves  from  Keller. 

A  bad  result  for  Liverpool 
then,  as  the  words  of  Martin 
O'Neill,  the  Leicester  manag¬ 
er,  testified.  "We  are  even  a 
tittle  disappointed  not  to  win 
after  getting  in  front  but 
maybe  that’s  a  little  too  imagi¬ 
native,"  he  said.  “Put  it  this 
way.  I'll  be  getting  diabolically 
drunk  tonight" 

LIVERPOOL  os-1-1)  D  James  -  M 
Wnght  N  RuddocK.  P  Babb  (air  D  Matteo. 
68mm)  —  J  McAteer,  m  Thomas.  J  Barnes. 
P  Soger.  S  Bjcmebye  (sub  M  Kennedy. 
68)  —  S  McManaman  —  S  Colymore. 
LEICESTER  CnY  (-4-1-4-11:  K  Keller  —  S 
Grayson.  I  Marehafl.  S  Pnot,  P  Kaamark 
Mr  N  Lews.  42)  —  C  H»  —  S  Can*jbel 
(sub  S  ravin.  SO).  N  Lemon.  M  tool.  E 
Hesfcey  —  SOaridge 
Referee:  A  WUub 
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Chestrfld _ 23  11  S  7  23  18  38 

Bristol  Cly ....  24- 10  7.  7  41  ■  W 

Bumley - 24  11  4.9  TO  27  37 

Cra«W L .  23 12  1  10  32  27  37 

Watsat . 24  8  6  10  26  28  30 

Boumemth  .85  6  ail  23  »  30 
SteBtAiy...  25  7  a  10  32  40  a 

aBB(  R _ _  25  7  B  TO  28  29  29 

Preston - 24  8  511  24  27  a 

Yak...,. .  23  3  5  10  24  32  29 

24  8  10  8  25  27  28 

) _ 25  8  9  10  37  43  27 

l _ 25  B  9  10  29  38  27 

_ _ _ j  ...  25  T  612  24  31  27 

Wycombe  ...  25  8  5  14  22  36  23 

Notts  Co ....  24  5  7  12  IS  26  22 

Rotherham.  .  23  3  7  13  19  35  16 

FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTtSM 
LEASLE:  FW  TOWon:  PaMpenBd: 
SWUon  v  West  AucWandj  WMcy  v 
Gusbereutfi. 


ThM  dtvWon 

BARNET  TO 

BrazlB4 

1.778 

BRIGHTON  (1) 
Mmdee  34  (pea) 
4.836 

CAPDIfF  (1) 
Sutton  35, 77  ' 

CARLISLE  (0) 
PtsaulE 
DONCASTBl  (1) 
DteaZB 
1745 

FULHAM 

*' " 


n) 


1  MANSTBLD  (1)  1 
Pita©  27  Reg} 

1  COLCHESTER  (1)  1 
“  16 


2  TORQUAY  (0)  0 

4753 

1  HAHTLPOOL  TO  0 
6947 

1  SCAR80R0  (1)  2 

'  115.74 


i  Bcmi  (i)  i 

te*26(og) 


HERBFORO  TO  0  SWANSEA  (1)  1 
4204  „  Pmy24 

HULL  (2)  2  IMXSLX  '  Pf  1 
DatvTB  Start  21 

Mm  32  4892 

LORCNT  (1)  2  NORTOMFIN  (1)  T 
OaBrtngE  SmrsKiZ2 

lnsUrotpe79  4,«2 

PO8TW3NE0;  Cambndoe  Unrted  v 
Scudvpe;  Chester  t  Fwidde.  Wigan  w 
Dartngtoa 

POOLS  PANSL  Cambridge  Untad  v 
Scunthorpe  (Hattons:  score  daw;  Fid- 
tme:  home  win);  Chester  «  Rochdale  (He 
Beey  wtn;  Ft  home  win). 


p  w 

D  L 

F 

A 

Pvt 

FuJwn  .. 

2516 

fi  4 

40 

18 

ta 

Cartsle  _ _ 

25  14 

7  4 

39 

74 

4ft 

Cantor  lAd. 

24  13 

S  8 

38 

30 

44 

Wlgta. . . 

23  12 

5  6 

40 

26 

41 

Swsnsaa . 

24  11 

b  8 

78 

76 

38 

CBTCJfi - 

23  11 

4  ft 

78 

24 

37 

Chaser. _ 

23  10 

6  7 

77 

25 

3ft 

Hui - 

75 

811  6 

2S 

27 

35 

OdchssSr... 

25 

7  13  5 

38 

30 

34 

Northmptn ... 

25 

9 

7  9 

34 

29 

34 

Sorttiij*... 

24  10 

4  10 

34 

34 

34 

Torqwy 

25  10 

*11 

25 

28 

34 

74 

6 

ft  7 

3? 

31 

33 

Barnet . . 

74 

a 

B  7 

75 

TO 

33 

Lincoln  , . 

7b 

B 

710 

31 

38 

31 

LOrient.  .. 

PA 

ft 

7  ft 

71 

21 

31 

Rochdale _ 

n 

7 

8  8 

29 

79 

79 

MaraSeid 

74 

611  7 

7b 

2b 

79 

HartipooL  .. 

74 

8 

4  1? 

78 

31 

a 

EretBf — _ _ 

25 

V 

b  12 

24 

3b 

27 

Ooncester. 

34 

/ 

314 

W 

33 

24 

Hetetord..  _ 

25 

fl 

b  M 

25 

3b 

23 

Dartnspcn  _ 

74 

8 

4  14 

33 

44 

22 

Brighton. . 

2b 

4 

b  lb 

22 

45 

lb 

SWRNOFF  RSH  LEAGUE:  Premier  d- 
’iloinrr  Arts  0  CHtomile  2,  Crusadera  1 
ColaratoB  1;  Oerawn  i  Portadcren  0: 
LtofieU  0  Gtonuan  D.  Fbat  dvWon: 
Baflymena  3  Omagh  1 1'Cenick  4  Baflydare 
2;  Unw2  DtotHery^Newiy  1  Bergor  1. 


VatnhaK  Conference 

fAWfflOROUGH(l)  4  BATH  TO  1 

Wh0faW7.62  LafaH76 

tom  71  B07 

Jansen  80 

GATESKAO  (0)  0  STAIYBRDGE  (1)  2 
448  an  14 

Amu  48 

Serffoft  S  Ktchen  (Gtoteshead)  45 

HALIFAX  (0)  0  NORTWflCH  (1)  3 

1S7B  SkapS0Dl7 

SM  87.89 

HAYES  (1)  3  WOKMG  TO  2 

HqMSl6.83  Hunta  50.68 

Car  36  1327 

KUHWSTH  (1)  1  BR0IK8R0VE  (0)  2 

(Wes  42  Grocj*70 

6.EB1  CnspBB 

STEVENAGE  (2)  2  SLOUGH  (2)  2 

Hwtes4  Abbott  10. 39 

Bmw31  2834 

Sent  Off  S  Beiemsn  (Sough)  88 

THfORD  (1)  1  HEDNESFDRD  TO  1 

Rodostwvius  31  Rissefl90 

1^38 

WBJUNG  (1)  1  D0VSI  TO  0 

ftAfitrt?  UB? 

POSTPONED:  Atancftsm  v  Macdested. 
Kettering  w  Ftohdmi  and  Dwnonas: 
Sautepon  v  Morocambe. 

P  W  D 

KkJdrmnstr  26  17  « 

MaedsflO  ....  24  13  7 
Morecamtoe.  22  12  5 
Stewnaga..  21  12  4 
Famborough  21  11  6 
Norttwnch..  24  T1  6 

dno.  ....  23  10  8  5  45  31 
jgh.  ...  25  10 
toesfctd .  21  3 
old.-..  26  8 
Wrttag - 21  7 


F 

A 

Pb 

52 

22 

55 

32 

14 

48 

44 

28 

41 

41 

26 

40 

35 

22 

39 

31 

28 

39 

45 

31 

38 

45 

32 

37 

29 

TB 

34 

25 

40 

20 

29 

33 

28 

27 

39 

28 

22 

27 

27 

33 

39 

ZS 

28 

26 

25 

26 

32 

24 

28 

34 

23 

22 

31 

22 

28 

41 

22 

2B 

43 

22 

30 

37 

21 

22 

45 

17 

BffiSLSGH  NSURANCE  MCLAPO 
COMBINATION:  Prorser  tfivwon::  RlCv 
mend  Santa  D  Sfutey  0. 

Covertry  Srtert  v  _ 

Hanckahar  Tirtoars  v  Bfttori  Comrrway 
CoSeoe.  HUigatc  *  Ktogs  Heath.  Knmrto  w 
CotoSi;  MUr  Ka  «  Batehal  Swifts; 
SouShem  v  Kantewrth,  SutSoy  BW  v 
AtaeHutch;  waastxaana  v  Worcester 
Was  Meted  Fre  Senes  u  E3and  Uoyd. 


Bed’s  Scottish  League 
Premier  division 


DUOSUTO  (1) 
MeSMge>36 
risnrrti  67 


DUffFUE 
Fteowg2S 
Stows  bS 

9.73S 

HS»MAN 

8357 

RAHGBS 

GotfiZG 

Gscoigre3G 

Atom  4? 

McCotstao 


Noi  ncbjdmg  last 


P) 


2  MOTHERWLL  TO  0 

BU72 

2  HEARTS  (0)  3 

Ul«  57  (on) 

Robartun  69  (pent 

fcrioofiO 

0  KLMAHNCrt  (1)  1 

Udniyis  42 

4  RATTH  (0)  0 

48.322 


ntohr s 
irCetlc 


match-  Aberdeen 


Rangers _ 

Cetoc . 

Aberdeen . ... 
Dundee  UU. 

Heart  _ _ 

Dwblne _ 

Htoewean  .... 

Krtnamcfc . 

Motoema . 

Ra*h_.  .  .. 


3  33 
5  30 


P  W  D 

18  15  2 

15  9  3 

18  6  5 

19  6  6  7  21 

19  6  6  7  23 

IB  8  5  7  27 

19  6  4  9  21 

18  8  2  10  25 

19  4  6  9  19 

18  4  3  11  15 


A  PB 

17  47 
IS  30 
23  29 
19  24 

29  24 
36  23 
29  22 

33  20 

29  18 

34  15 


0B  MARTBtS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dtotaion: 
Burton  2  Qesiey  3:  Gloucester  2  Chelten¬ 
ham  1;  Gravesend  and  Nonhfeer  1 
Chetmstad  0;  Halesowen  0  Worcester  0-. 
Hostage  A  Crawley  A  Abandoned  el  had- 
tone  due  to  a  tram  pfleh.  (D-1):  King's  Lynn 
A  Carrfcndge  Cav  A.  Abandoned  atar  20 
nans  due  to  Irost  (DTO;  Menhyr  2  Newport 
AFC  O.  Nuneaton  3  Alhetstona  2.  Posl- 
ponect  Atafcsd  v  SMngbeunfl;  Saisbuy  v 
Dorchester.  Suduy  v  Baktocto  MkHend 
tfiyfsfarc  Bfcton  3  Stourbridge  2:  Reottlcft 
0  Evesham  0.  Statort  4  Dudley  Town  3 
Postponed:  Grantoam  v  Ctatoy.  «»esion  v 
Hncfaey  Town.  Bands  v  Romwed: 
Shapshed  Dynano  v  Ttenwonh.  SobkA 
Saroy  Moor  Graea-SuSonCoklfiBW  Tam  v 
Paget  V.S.Rugty  v  Bedworm.  Southern 
tflnMonc  Erith  and  Belvedere  3  Darrtord  1; 
Faredam  0  WatertoovUe  0:  Forest  Green  2 
Ondertord  1.  Aten  ate  trst  leonarts  Z 
TonbitogB  Arnete  0  Ftelw  1:  Wsymcun  1 
Nmport  ami. .  Postponed  &**%  v 
Havant  Trowhndgo  v  Witney:  Wssron- 
super-Mare  vOevedon:  fare  v  Cirencester 

INTERLINK  EXPRESS  ALLIANCE: 
Par  shore  0  snaked  2.  Postponed: 
BksMCh  »  Petal  Via;  Brid^onh  v  ShUnat 
Chasoown  v  Saamere  Si  MKftaetj-. 
Hnctoey  Mtetrc  v  BarweB.  Knyperaley  v 
Hocester.  Oldbury  v  Hatecowen  Herriere; 
Ruste  Olympic  v  Blatenal:  StapenhA  v 
West  Mkferete  Poke;  Wifenhtf  v 
Sandwefl. 


1 

2 

a 

4 

s 

4 

7 

* 

B 

M 

n 

12 

u 

•M 

» 

re 

17 

1# 

re 

20 

21 

K 

a 

M 

23 

ZB 

27 

* 

a 

» 

91 

S3 

a 

M 

36 

M 

37 

» 

3ft 

to 

41 

42 

a 

H 

« 

94 

47 

a 

4ft 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

T 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

t 

1 

1 

2 

1 

a 

i 

i 

1 

< 

1 

3 

i 

i 

2 

t 

2 

l 

1 

3 

9 

1 

2 

I 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.1 

1 

4- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

a 

i 

a 

t 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

T 

1 

i 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

_  . 

, ..  _ _  ; _ _ _ _ 

POOLS  FORECAST:  Hiflftnr, 
CWiv  Id,  hjuuiiTH  pee* 

Mkn)  kncH  a  gooa  nBi 
sew  stare  4m  awl  11  no- 
seoe  drei  RMisc  dene 
tar  23  v  24  pans:  tfcrtend 


I  b  very  good  wta  e^a 
score  Abhb  end  W  rexscae 
Sm.  Ntt  No  40.  ADentoen  v 
Crtc. 


First  divtslon 


EAST  FEE 

1J329 

6  MORTON 
LBry45(pen) 
Andercon45 
2 SB. 

p«ma 


Evans  I 
2.695 

STJOHHSTN 
Oral  32 
Wee  47 
Sail  64 

St  Jottnsm . 
A»drie  ...  . 
Dundee. ..... 

SrMrron  .  . 
G Morion.. . 
Fabric.  .. 

Pertidv . 

Clydebank... 


TO  0  STUtHREN  (11  3 

Gfllrts  31. 57. 63 
(2)  3  CLYDEBANK  |1)  3 

Grady  6 
McMahon  66 


TO  2  DUNDEE  (1)  2 

Areferwi  16 
Tttdi  84 

(1)  3  FALKRK  (1)  1 

McQnlentt 
6.331 


P  W  0 
19  14  2 
19  8  B 
19  6  7 

18  9  3 

19  7  B 
IB  8  J 
18  6 
19  5 
19  3 
18  1 


3  11 
5  11 

4  13 


F 

40 

31 

22 

29 

22 

IB 

27 

IB 

21 

11 


ICtS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dnitsionr.  Boredom 
Wood  4  Bishop’s  Soontord  1:  Bromley  0 
Drtvnch  O.  Cenhalton  3  Sutton  United  3; 
Dag  and  Bed  3  Heybridge  Swifts  Or.  Hanow 

1  BteU  1 .  Kingscrwn  2  Chertsey  ft  Yeovil 
0  Oxttxd  Oy  0  (abandoned  attar  23 
irtnutea  due  to  a  frozen  pichl.  Postponed: 
Aytesbuy  v  Handon;  Grays  v  Purfleec 
Hiefwi v SI Afcans: Staines vYeadtog  First 
dfvWom  Basngstr*e  2  Aldeishol  Toem  0: 
Berkharmied  1  Barton  0  Convey  bland  1 
BiBericay  3:  Marion  1  Uxbndge  7.  Motesey  1 
Watton  and  Hersnam  4:  Thame  0  Abingdon 
Town  3.  Wbrthmg  2  Bognor  Bags  3 
Postponed:  Croydon  *  Whmteate; 
Matotahead  Unted  v  Hampton:  Wofcjng- 
ham  v  Cheshaa  Second  dhWon:;  Bart.- 
ng  2  Tilbury  2.  Bedford  Town  2  LeigHon  1; 
Chrrifont  St  Pder  0  Heme)  Herrmstoad  0. 
Winttoor  end  Eton  1  Ecfwrn  1:  Wivenhoe  3 
Wtmani  0.  ftoeyoiiBd:  Banstead  v 
Horsham:  Etecfcnefl  v  Hungertord,  Cde 
(tow  end  Romford  v  Ware.  Oortang  v 
Lafflherhead  Third  efivtaton::  East  Thunwfc 
3  Bralntiee  2:  Lewes  2  Epsom  and  Ewell  5. 
Wingate  tad  FncTtey  1  Kingsbury  4 
Poetpunod-  Avdey  v  Clapton;  Hertford  v 
Harlow,  Trmg  v  Soutfuft  Wsaldslone  v 
Nretonood. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  RrM  * 
vtstonc  Lymm^tn  5  Bmdieniust  1.  BAT. 

2  Tattoo  1.  Bemenan  Haalh  Hail  3  Dowrton 
0:  Eastleigh  1  Aerostmaures  1.  PortsmoSti 
RN  i  Go^onftRpdeSpoisOEeclCcwfrs 
1:  Thatham  4  PatersPeid  0.  Postponed: 
Andmcr  v  Whitchurch  Chnstchudi  v 
Romsey;  IMmbome  town  v  Bovnemouth. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premte  dviMon:  Bury  Town  D 
Dtss  4;  Fahsftme  P  and  7  0  WbodbrOge  1 ; 
GcAston  3  Great  Yamnuth  1 .  Haiwlch  tad 
Parkeston  4  Ctacton  0,  Sonam  1  New- 
mattai  0:  Wisbech  5  March  b.  Poaponod: 
Hadtagh  v  StovwntatW;  HelBtaad  v  UptreK 
Sudbury  v  SuTOury;  Wetter  v  Fatanharrr. 
VAotaern  v  LtMeatoft. 

SCREWFK  WECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dnrtaion:,  Badcwol  2  ftrglngton  1; 
Bemstapto  1  ^datord  2;  Bodport  3 
Bildawflter  0.  Tiverton  E  Qmore  0  Post 
pomd:  &«tol  Manor  Fsrm  v  Mangctaftald. 
Cdhe  v  Cftpptaham,-  Wtfsibury  v  Odd 
Down. 


Second  division 

DUMBARTON  (0)  2  STHAriHAST  (1)  2 
Shape  63  foung  )5 

MnedonM  Mcto(ynB5 

G86 

POSTPONED:  fiyr  v  Hamiton 
POOLS  PANEL  Ayr  v  Ham# on  [HaK-bme 
awey  urn.  FuA-dme-  away  van) 

P  W  D  L  F  A  Pts 
Lrvmgston  18  12  4  2  3D  14  40 

S(T.  ...  17  II  2  4  30  19  35 

Bntflon  ...  17  10  4  3  34  14  34 

Clyda .  17  7  5  5  22  20  26 

Stenhsmuir  .  17  6  5  6  23  13  23 

Queen  OS  18  6  5  7  28  32  23 

Srarvaer  .  .  18  5  4  9  16  25  W 

Durtaerton  .  IB  4  S  9  21  34  17 

Brechn  .  18  3  7  8  18  28  16 

Bta«cfc...._  18  1  5  12  17  42  a 


Third  d (vision 

ARBROATH  <D]  2 
McCormick  55  (pen 
McAdey  76 

POSTPONTO:  Atoton 
P  W 

tovumeasCT  18  10 
Hose  Co  ...  19  9 
Montrose  ....  19  9 
Aloa..... 

Forfar  .  . 
Cowdrtta 
AttnOn.  .. 

Queen's  Pk. 

Arbroath 
East  String 


ROSS  CO 
IfecLeMJ  68 
604 

vFortar 


(pm) 


IT  8 

16  7 
18  7 

17  6 

18  5 
18  3 
18  3 


5  10 


F 

32 

30 

32 

27 

29 

24 

21 

26 

IS 

15 


A  Pts 

21  35 

25  30 

30  X 

23  23 

26  25 

22  24 

19  24 

31  20 

27  15 

28  14 


NORTH  WEST  COUNTCS  LEAGUE: 
First  dhrtstort  Postponed:  Blackpool 
Rtweis  v  Darwerr.  Burscough  v  Bootle 
Chadderton  v  Atherton  CoSerws;  Otaeroe 
v  Rossendate,  Eastwood  Hanley  v 
Newcastle  Town,  Glossop  North  End  v 
Salad,  Kkfcgrwre  v  NantMch.  Penrtlti  v 
HcAflt  Old  Bwt.  St  Helens  v  Maine  Road: 
Tralloid  v  Moestey.  Varrtwfl  G  M  v  Present 
Cables. 

UHLSPORT  UNITED  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:  Premier  dMston:  Boston  4 
Hoftreach  O:  Long  Buckby  0  Fort  Sports  (r. 
NSpencsr  2  Cogotoe  4  Ros^arwd: 
Bourne  v  SpaWng;  Mitet*snnfl  v  Stem- 
lord;  Paeon  v  Sotfctt-  Si  Neots  v 
EynesDury:  s  snd  L  Crafty  v  Desbornuah, 
Wefflhgbofougti  v  Newport  PagneH: 
Wootfon  v  Kanpston 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE: 

Fast  dhrWorc.  Eastbourne  Town  0 
Langney  Sports  1.  FSngmtr  2  HaSehan  1; 
SaSdean  1  Peacehnyno  and  Teiacombe  3 
Sefaey2Porifield  4.  postponed;  Arundel  v 
Pagham;  Hiaocks  v  Burges*  hH- 
Horcham  Y  M  C  A  v  Wide:  Souftwfek  v 
Shoaham.  Three  Bridges  v  Oakvnod 
WhfehBrtv  Mile  Oafc. 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premtar 
dlvfaion:  Poetponad;  CrasBey  Town  v 
Gomel  Res.  Osrtaaon  v  Wolveitwripton 
United  LudtowT  v  Stouiport  S:  Lye  Tom  u 
Bterley  HM  T:  Twidale  v  Hi  Top  R:  WaisaD 
WoodwBtowchS-.WeEtfiddsvMairemT 

WWSTONLEAO  KENT  LEAGUE;  Hret 
tfrvtedon:  Beckenham  Tam  1  Ctw 
Wtadeters  0.  Farershatn  Town  2 
Town  2:  Fteness  1  Lwdamod  ty.  Rams- 
— 3  Folkestone  invfcta  j  njstaonat 
*“•"  Tom  v  CtoctenhN. 


fl  ff 


24  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 


FOOTBALL:  PREMIERSHIP  PRETENDERS  UNDERUNE  THEIR  TOP-FLIGHT  CREDENTIALS  BY  MAKING  HOME  IMPROVEMENT 


Wolves  huff  and 
puff  to  keep 
house  standing 


Wolverhampton  W . 3 

Oxford  United . 1 

By  Russell  Kempson 


MOLINEUX  should  be  a  for¬ 
tress.  Its  garish  old  gold 
fai^de  hits  you  right  between 
the  eyes-,  its  imposing  and 
impressive  structures  —  the 
Sian  CuJIis  Stand,  Billy 
Wright  Stand  et  al  —  reek  of 
the  FA  Carling  Premiership: 
and  its  populace,  seemingly 
always  20.000-plus,  create  a 
crescendo  of  noise.  Yet 
Molineux,  for  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  Wanderers  this  season, 
has  been  little  more  than  a 
paper  dtadeL 

From  a  possible  39  paints  at 
home.  Wolves  have  taken  15. 
Six  times  they  have  lost  to 
such  notables  as  Reading.  Port 
Vale  and  Oldham  Amletic. 
and  were  it  not  for  their 
redoubtable  away  form  —  24 
points  from  33  —  they  would 
barely  rate  a  mention  in  the 
Nationwide  League  first  divi¬ 
sion  promotion  race.  It  must 
change,  soon. 

Yesterday’s  display  perhaps 
signalled  a  long-overdue  re¬ 
versal  of  fortunes.  Wolves 
beat  an  earnest  yet  limited, 
Oxford  United  side  and  the 
relief,  on  and  off  the  pitch,  was 
almost  tangible. 

For  Sir  Jack  Hayward,  the 
club  president  and  benefactor, 
it  was  also  an  appropriate 
reward  for  his  long-distance 
trek.  Sir  Jack,  on  Christmas 
leave  from  his  base  in  the 
Bahamas,  had  exhorted  his 
beloved  Wolves,  in  a  pre- 
match  address,  to  greater 
efforts. 


“Welcome,  Oxford.  I  hope 
its  nor  too  bad  for  you,"  he 
said.  “We  need  the  points 
more  than  you."  It  was  not 
strictly  true  —  Oxford  are 
equally  involved  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  hunt — but  the  sentiments 
were  dear.  “We’re  in  desper¬ 
ate  need  of  a  victory  here,"  he 
might  have  said. 

A  victory  it  was,  too,  ulti¬ 
mately  deserved  bur  still  dis¬ 
tinctly  devoid  of  anything 
Premiership  in  substance. 
Wolves  started  well,  took  the 
lead,  allowed  Oxford  an  equal¬ 
iser  and  then  made  amends 
with  a  rousing  second-half 
display. 

Mark  McGhee,  the  Wolves 
manager,  still  adopted  a  cau¬ 
tious  stance.  “It's  too  early  yet 
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to  say  whether  this  supposed 
home  hoodoo  is  over,”  he  said. 
“We  beat  Manchester  City  3-0 
here  and  then,  next  time  out, 
lost  to  Oldham.  Well  just  have 
to  wait  and  see." 

Hayward’s  most  fervent 
hopes  reached  fruition  in  only 
the  thirteenth  minute.  Bull 
passed  to  Goodman  on  the 
edge  of  the  Oxford  area  and 
his  deft  back-heel  found  the 
supporting  Os  bom.  He  took  a 
quick  look  up.  spotted  the  gap 
between  Whitehead  and  post 
and  placed  a  nicely-controlled 
side-foot  shot  into  the  comer. 

From  a  position  of  author¬ 
ity,  though.  Wolves  swiftly 
nosedived  into  self-doubt 
Stoweil  had  eo  make  a  fine 


save  to  keep  out  a  free  lade 
from  Beauchamp  and.  in  the 
subsequent  goalmouth  scram¬ 
ble.  Jemson  blazed  high  over 
the  crossbar  from  dose  range. 
He  should  have  added  to  his  17 
goals  this  season. 

In  the  33rd  minute,  Oxford 
deservedly  drew  level  as 
Wolves  descended  further  into 
disorganisation.  Mike  Ford 
drifted  over  a  delightful  cross 
from  the  left  and  Gray  was 
allowed  to  rise  in  splendid 
isolation  to  nod  past  Stawell.  It 
appeared  the  citadel  was 
about  to  fall  again  and.  had 
Beauchamp’s  cross-shot  gone 
in  instead  of  grazing  the  far 
post  shortly  before  the  inter¬ 
val.  it  might  well  have  done. 

However.  Wolves  emerged 
invigorated  after  the  interval 
and.  in  the  64th  minute. 
Goodman  took  advantage  of 
defensive  slackness  to  slide  the 
ball  home.  Three  minutes 
later,  further  ineptitude  at  the 
back  resulted  in  Osborn 

claiming  his  second  goal  and 
Wolves’  third.  Game  over. 

Oxford’s  general  disillusion¬ 
ment  was  illustrated  when 
Denis  Smith,  the  manager, 
was  sent  from  the  dugout  in 
die  81st  minute  after  he  had 
made  a  double  substitution 
and  a  few  choice  remarks  to  a 
referee's  assistant  “I  was  try¬ 
ing  to  organise  the  team  and 
he  dearly  didn't  like  the  way  I 
did  it"  Smith  said. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  WANDEflBU  (3-S- 
2):  M  SUMS!  —  N  EmMen.  M  Allans.  M 
Venus  —  4  SnUh.  S  Conca.  S  Osborn.  G 
Thomas.  R  Denncon  —  0  Goodman.  S 
Bus 

OXFORD  UNITED  (4-4-2V  P  WTSehead  — 
L  Robinson.  M  BSoc.  0  Fust  (sUr  M 
Anged,  8in*&  MFord—  JBeaucbanv  M 
Gray.  D  Small.  R  Fold  —  N  Jemson,  P 
Moody  (sub  S  Massey.  81|. 

RMsrae:  R  Pearson 


Dairen  Purse,  fee  Oxford  defender,  fends  off  Steve  Bull  during  Wolves'  3-1  victory  at  Molineux  yesterday 


McDermott  strikes  late  to  prolong  winning  sequence 


Queens  Park  Rangers . 3 

Norwich  City . 2 


By  Ivo  Tennant 


A  CLUB  with  the  traditions  of 
Queens  Park  Rangers  would  spend 
rather  than  kick  their  way  out  of  die 
Nationwide  League  first  division. 
That  and  play  some  decent  football 
besides.  With  their  expensive 
signings  from  Chelsea  to  the  fore  — 
Gavin  Peacock  scored  the  opening 
goal  from  John  Spencer's  header  — 
they  gained  a  victory  that  was  their 
fifth  in  succession. 


One  point  separated  these  clubs  at 
the  start  of  the  match,  so  perhaps  it 
was  no  surprise  that  the  deriding 
goal  was  not  scored  until  shortly 
before  the  finish.  Dichio.  a  gangling 
presence  amid  Norwich  City’s  de¬ 
fence.  had  a  header  cleared  and 
McDermott  Rangers’  new  right 
-back  from  Australia,  thumped  in 
the  rebound  from  dose  range. 

The  very  fact  that  McDermott 
was  in  the  opposition^  penalty  area 
at  all  so  late  in  the  match  was 
indicative  of  Rangers’  self-belief. 
They  never  countenanced  a  draw, 
although  Norwich  twice  managed 
to  equalise.  One  of  these  goals,  an 


horrendous  piece  of  mis-handting 
by  Roberts,  was  the  kind  that  would 
disconcert  most  teams.  Bui  not  on 
this  occasion. 

The  pick  of  the  goals  was  the  first. 
McDermott  crossed  to  Spencer, 
whose  cushioned  header  was  vol¬ 
leyed  past  Gunn  by  Peacock  during 
a  period  of  play  that  Stewart 
Houston,  die  Rangers  manager, 
described  as  their  best  of  the  season. 
Their  passing  and  movement  off  the 
ball  were,  indeed,  exceptional  for 
this  level. 

Roberts,  alas,  made  the  kind  of 
mistake  that  afflicts  many  a  goal¬ 
keeper  at  some  stage  of  their 


careers.  Remember  Gary  Sprake 
throwing  the  ball  into  his  own  net  to 
the  dismay  of  Jack  Charlton?  This 
slip,  too.  came  about  through  a  lack 
of  concentration.  Crook's  left-foot 
chip  was  harmless  enough,  but 
Roberts,  momentarily  distracted,  let 
the  ball  slip  through  his  gloves. 

A  minute  later.  Rangers  were 
ahead  again.  Dichio,  receiving  from 
Barker,  slid  his  shot  under  the 
diving  Gunn-  Now  Norwich,  who 
have  been  out  of  form,  had  to 
counter  the  skills  of  a  team  looking 
to  maintain  a  winning  run  and 
doing  so  in  a  style  that  bordered  on 
cockiness.  They  reorganised  them¬ 


selves  at  half-time  and  no  longer 
permitted  the  likes  of  Sinclair  the 
opportunity  to  improvise. 

Eadie  had  just  had  one  volley 
saved  by  Roberts  when  he  sped  on 
to  a  through  ball  that  Maddix,  who 
had  come  on  for  McDonald  in  the 
first  half,  completely  failed  to  cut 


wich’s  future.  Mike  Walker,  his 
manager,  thinks  so,  at  any  rate. 

That,  it  seemed,  might  well  be 
that,  but  Rangers,  in  their  last 
attack  of  the  match,  scored  the 


winner  they  deserved.  McDermott, 
the  scorer,  should  not  even  have 
been  playing.  He  would  have  been 
with  the  Australia  youth  squad  for  a 
tournament  in  Tahiti  had  Houston 
not  requested  that  his  departure  be 
delayed  until  Sunday. 

Upon .  such  managerial  judg¬ 
ments  can  promotion  be  gained  or 


Spencer 

NORWICH  CITY  (4-1-3-21.  B  Guru  —  R  Nawnwu 
M  Jackson,  J  Potam,  D  Sulch  —  I  Crook.  —  N 
Aoans,  MKfAgan,  A  Johnson —DEufo.KO'Neft. 
Referee:  M  Pierce 


out.  Leaving  Brevet!  flan  mg  behind 
him,  the  young  forward  thumped  a  '.  missed. 

left-footed  drive  past  Roberts  in  a  quens  park  rangers  (4-3-3L  a  Roberts'— a 
manner  that  bodes  well  for  Nor-  .  McOonx^. a McOcffi (a^Dtfaddx. 36mta). k 

Ready,  R  Brevett — S  Barks,  G  Peacock.  M  Brazier 
Isub:  A  taw.  65*  —  T  Starter,  D  D kin.  J 


Nicholl  seeks  retreat  from  the  home  front 


Port  Vale 
inflict 
more  woe 
on  City 

By  Mel  Webb 

MANCHESTER  CITY'S  cup 
of  woe  continues  to  spill 
liberal  quantities  of  misery  all 
over  the  arid  kitchen  floor  in 
the  basement  of  the  Nation¬ 
wide  League  first  division. 
Yesterday  it  was  the  turn  of 
Port  Vale  to  make  City  yearn 
even  more  for  1996  to  make  Its 
excuses  and  leave. 

Port  Vale  won  1-0  in  front  of 
(He  biggest  crowd  of  the 
season  at  Maine  Road.  The 
issue  was  settled  by  a  scram¬ 
bled  effort  from  Foyle  in  the 
42nd  minute;  on  the  principle 
that  beggars  cannot  be  choos¬ 
ers.  managerless  City  would 
be  grateful  for  a  few  similarly 
untidy  goals  for  themselves. 

Bolton  Wanderers  moved 
back  to  the  top  with  a  2-1 
victory  at  Grimsby  Town  — 
Taggart  and  Blake  were  the 
goo  I  scorers  —  and  with 
Barnsley,  the  previous  lead¬ 
ers,  being  beaten  [-0  by  Stoke 
City  at  fee  Victoria  Ground, 
Sheffield  United  moved  into 
second  place  after  a  2-1  suc¬ 
cess  over  Bradford  City. 

Crystal  Palace  were  beaten 
3-1  at  Ipswich  Town,  but  stay 
above  Wolverhampton  Wan¬ 
derers  in  fourth  place  by 
virtue  of  goals  scored.  It  was 
Palace's  second  defeat  of  the 
season  at  Ipswich  after  a  4-1 
sco  refine  in  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup.  Ipswich  took  the  lead 
with  a  disputed  penalty, 
awarded  for  handball  after 
Mason  flicked  the  ball 
against  Tuttle's  arm.  Tanner 
was  the  scorer. 

Mason  then  scored  wife  a 
30-yard  drive  and.  although 
Palace  replied  with  a  penally 
by  Cordon.  Ipswich  had  the 
last  word  when  Naylor  scored 
from  the  edge  of  the  area. 

Brentford  and  Luton  Town, 
(he  tap  teams  in  the  second 
division,  both  had  comfort- 
airie  away  victories,  but  Ful¬ 
ham  saw  ihetr  lead  over 
Carlisle  United  in  fee  third 
division  cut  to  frjur  points 

when  held  to  a  l-I  draw  by 
Exeter  City. 


Millwail . 0 

Peterborough  United ....  2 

By  Mel  webb 


TO  WATCH  Jimmy  Nicholl 
conduct  a  post-match  press 
conference  these  days  is  to  be 
irresistibly  reminded  of  the 
phrase  concerning  straws, 
and  the  unavailing  clutching 
of  them  by  a  drowning  man. 
The  Millwail  manager  is  not  a 
happy  person,  and  no  amount 
of  all  the  goodwill  stuff  that  is 
supposed  to  circulate  at  this 
rime  of  year  was  going  to 
shake  him  out  of  his  gloom 
yesterday. 

A  casual  examination  of  the 


topjaf  fee  Nationwide  League 
second  division  table  might 
leave  the  disinterested  by¬ 
stander  wondering  what  the 
angst  was  all  about  Agreed. 
Millwail  had  been  beaten  at 
home,  but  they  were  still 
fourth  in  the  table,  were  the)' 
not?  They  still  had  something 
to  play  for,  surely? 

On  the  face  of  it,  vcs. 
However,  a  look  into  the  facts 
behind  the  statistics  reveals  an 
altogether  grislier  tale.  They 
have  gone  six  games  without  a 
victory  and  have  scored  only 
one  goal  in  that  sorry  spell. 

Mill  wall's  supporters  are 
quite  obviously  sick  to  death  of 
everything,  including  a  dis¬ 
tinct  paucity  in  the  entertain¬ 


ment  department  All  they 
need  now  is  a  plague  of  locusts 
and  their  misery  will  be 
complete. 

The  crowd  were  giving 
Millwail  the  bird  long  before 
the  end  of  a  first  half  that  had 
been  ifiumtnated  by  two  ex¬ 
ceptional  goals  by  Houghton, 
and  although  the  introduction 
of  the  lively  Dolby  for  the 
second  half  induced  a  tempo¬ 
rary  truce,  the  catcalls  were 
ringing  out  again  lone  before 
the  end. 

“We've  just  got  to  hope 
that  we  can  get  something 
our  of  the  next  two  games 
(away  to  Bristol  Rovers  and 
Crewe  Ai'exandrajr  NfcftoH 
said.  “We  r.eed  to  be  really 


convincing  at  home  to  make 
the  crowd  happy,  and  I  think 
the  only  way  we're  going  to 
pull  things  around  is  to  do 
something  away  from  here." 
When  a  manager  starts  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  away  games, 
something  unpleasant  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  afoot.  His  count¬ 
erpart,  Barry  Fry.  was,  not 
surprisingly.  •  much  more 
upbeat. 

Houghton  gave  his  side  the 
lead  in  the  fifth  minute  with  a 
free  kick  from  22  yards  that 
eluded  the  Millwail  defensive 
wall  and  rhe  goalkeeper.  Car¬ 
ter.  who  had  been  injured  in 
the  warm-up  and  was  soon 
replaced  by  Iga.  a  l^yeawrfd 
who  was  making  his  first 


league  appearance.  Hough- 
Ion'S  second  goal,  after  26 
minutes,  was  struck  just  as 
cleanly,  this  time  from  25 
yards  out  and  on  the  volley.  It 
beat  Iga,  hit  fee  bar  and  went 
into  the  net  If  that  had 
happened  to  a  Millwail  shot, 
the  ball  would  have  bounced 
to  safety.  Thar  is  the  way 
things  go  when  you  are  on  the 
crest  of  a  slump. 

MUJtfALL  T  Carw  /suSx  A  Iga. 
T  Trail  —  G  Uvm  (sub-  J  «an  Bark.  751. 0 
Wetber  ARocan. MHato  — PHartey. D 
&nda>».  H  Newman  j  par  CsuSr  A  Drtiy. 
SCrawtard 

PETERBOROUGH  UNITED  (4-4  ?>-  B 
G-tst s-sc  —  A  SoarrovC.  A  BrtWHft.  G 
Kaalo  S  C&<<  —  S  Hougfrai  R  IWa,  D 
□  Worsen  •■sub  l  Corona.  56t  — 
K  OuTery.  ?J  Carruibers  ,sub  C  GnJWrs. 
*6) 

Beta*©*  X  Leach 


Bromsgrove 

repeat 

neighbours 

episode 

By  Walter  Gammie 

IT  SHOULD  have  ranked  as 
fee  sensation  of  fee  Vauxhafl 
Conference  season:  Kidder¬ 
minster  Harriets,  fee  leaders, 
seven  waits  and  a  draw  in 
their  past  eight  matches,  los¬ 
ing  2-1  to  Bromsgrove  Roveis, 
eighteenth,  one  win  in  their 
previous  seven  matches,  be¬ 
fore  a  bumper  crowd  of  6.0SI 
at  Aggbo  rough. 

Yet  in  truth,  it  came  as  no 
surprise.  It  was  just  fee  rou¬ 
tine  Boxing  Day  win  for 
Bromsgrove  over  their  keen 
Worcestershire  rivals:  last 
season,  it  was  3-1  at  the 
Victoria  Ground:  fee  year 
before,  1-0  at  Aggborough.  A 
bigger  talking  point  was  fee 
attendance;  fee  first  of  more 
than  6,000  in  the  Conference 
since  Vtycombe  Wanderers’ 
parting  days  In  April  1993. 

Lee  Hughes,  wife  his  twen¬ 
tieth  league  goal  of  fee  sea¬ 
son,  gave  Kidderminster  the 
lead  in  fee  42nd  minute,  but 
Darren  Groom,  in  the  seven¬ 
tieth  minute,  and  Mark  Crisp, 
two  minutes  from  time,  sent 
the  Bromsgrove  supporters 
into  raptures. 

Kettering  Town’s  eagerly 
anticipated  first  Conference 
meeting  wife  Rushden  and 
Diamonds  fell  victim  to  a 
frozen  pitch,  as  did  second- 
placed  Macclesfield  Town's 
trip  to  Altrincham  and  the 
Southport  v  Morec&mbe 
derby. 

The  home  supporters 
among  the  2537  crowd ‘at 
Eton  Park,  the  biggest  for  a 
league  match  for  more  than 
20  years,  wore  happy  enough 
as  Simon  Redfem  and  Micky 
Nuttdl  gave  Burton  Albion  a 
2-0  lead  over  Gresley  Rovers 
in  their  Dr  Martens  l«g»»p 
premier-division  match. 

Gresley  showed  why  they 
are  the  league  leaders  by 
roaring  back  to  clinch  a  3-2 
victory  wife  goals  by  Kevin 
Allsop,  Mark  Blount  and 
Mark  Hurst  a  substitute, 
who.  scored  fee  winner  five 
minutes  from  time. 


Every  man  Jack  rallies 
to  the  Swansea  cause 


Barnet  battle  through  to 
claim  undeserved  point 


Hereford  United  . 0 

Swansea  City  ... _ 1 


BY  Oliver  Holt 


THEY  surged  up  the  M4  from  West 
Wales  yesterday  in  their  thousands. 
They  bowed  en  masse  to  their  saviour 
and  player-manager.  Jan  Mo! by,  when 
he  took  the  field  and  carried  flags 
proclaiming  alliegance  to  Swansea 
Jack,  a  dog  who  used  10  rescue  people 
from  fee  town’s  murky  docks.  The 
“Jacks”  are  al!  right  now,  but  Hereford 
United  are  in  trouble. 

For  the  home  team,  floundering  in 
fee  icy  waters  at  rhe  southernmost  rip 
of  fee  Football  League,  the  only  thing 
that  came  their  way  in  terms  of  charity 
were  bumper  gate  receipts  fuelled  by 
fee  influx  of  visiting  fans.  Rescuers  are 
in  short  supply  at  this  end  of  football. 

It  was  a  grim  afternoon  of  little  cheer 
at  Edgar  Street,  at  a  dub  so  impover¬ 
ished  that  if  has  stopped  giving 
programmes  to  journalists,  and  whose 
floodlights  flickered  so  dimly  when 
dusk  fell  yesterday  it  seemed  as  rhough 
the  match  might  have  10  be  aban¬ 
doned.  Even  fear  kind  of  reprieve 
eluded  fee  home  side.  Separated  from 
fee  bottom  of  the  Nationwide  i-eggne 
third  division  only  by  fee  unfortunates 
of  Darlington  and  Brighton,  they  are 
now  without  a  win  For  12  matches, 
condemned  by  a  first-half  strike  from 
Penney  lharjified  Swansea  into  fifth 
place- 


This  time  fast  year,  it  was  fee  Welsh 
side  that  provided  everyone  with  their 
favourite  Christmas  hard-luck  story,  in 
danger  of  nor  being  able  to  fulfc  a 
Boxing  Day  fixture  at  Bristol  City 
because  fee  chairman  would  net 
sanction  the  purchase  of  s pedal  boots 
to  cope  wife  an  icy  pitch. 

Thar  was  before  the  arrival  of  Molhy 
and  now  Swansea,  after  relegation  last 
season,  are  among  the  prcmoiicn 
favourites.  They  dominated  the  first 
half  and,  after  surviving  their  only 
scare  when  Stoker's  acrobatic  over¬ 
head  kick  was  well  saved  by  Freestone, 
they  broke  and  Penney  drove  home  the 
winner  in  the  23rd  minute. 

In  the  second  half  Hereford  laid 
siege  to  the  visitors’  goal  without 
creating  any  dear-cut  chances.  Only 
an  announcement  that  fee  referee 
would  take  fee  players  off  fee  pitch  if 
there  was  no  haft  to  abusive  behaviour 
by  Swansea  supporters  seemed  to  give 
the  home  team  hope.  Nevertheless, 
they  saved  their  fast  for  last  when 
Smith  hit  a  30-yard,  dipping  volley  feat 
was  tipped  over  the  fair  by" Freestone. 

There  is  a  cattle  market  outside  the 
ground  here  and  sometimes  they 
parade  a  bull  around  the  pitch  before 
the  match.  Bur  of  dogs,  there  was  no 
sign. 

HEREFORD  UNITED  ■.-U-Ji  A  ScScn!  —  2  'fcTrs' 
Law.  T  Marfsrrc*".  »ji  fwjt  —  D  jjM.j 

(jufa  A  Tfir-'i-;  —  2  Hjy.»  -f?s  V 

J 

SWANSEA  CITY  <«-4 -2'.  3  Fruiter* t  —  3  »’ 

Wi’i&or.  V  M  QcrV  —  L  w.  j 

Arpjcu.  j  Coafi*^  —  £  Perr/^t  S  Tor* 

Referee.  C  as « 


Barnet. . . 1 

Mansfield  Town . . ... _ 1 

By  Nick  Szczepamk 

JUDGING  by  his  restrained  perfor¬ 
mance  on  fee  louchline  yesterday. 
Alan  Mullery,  like  his  team,  has  lost 
some  of  the  ebullience  of  his  early  days 
as  the  manager  at  Barnet;  perhaps 
they  and  he.  like  fee  1.778  spectators, 
were  frozen  stiff. 

“Not  a  good  day  to  see  us.”  Mullery 
admitted,  citing  injuries  and  a  pitch 
unlikely  to  help  the  passing  style  he 
encourages.  “Today  you  couldn't  pass 
rhe  ball.  The  public  expea  goud 
football,  of  course  they  do,  fait  they  are 
net  out  there  on  a  hard,  slippery 
surface." 

As  Barnet  kicked  down  rhe 
I  nderhili  slope  into  a  fierce  low  sun. 
rhe  eariy  stages  were  more  a  question 
oi  fee  b’2  boot  than  fee  beautiful  game, 
despite  the  presence  of  one  Gary’  Brazil 
in  the  Banter  attack.  The  long  boll  was. 
of  course,  meat  and  drink  to  Brian 
Kiidine,  the  veteran  Mansfield  central 
defender,  who  has  seen  more  Boxing 
Day  action  than  most. 

Further  forward,  Mansfield  nearly 
took  the  lead  when  Sherlock's  rising 
sho:  demanded  an  elastic  save  from 
Taylor.  However,  the  Bamei  goalkeep¬ 
er  was  helpless  just  short  of  the  half- 
hour  when  an  attempted  headed 
clearance  by  Primus  from  Harpers 
icna  shot  looped  over  him  into  the  net. 


(  : 


What  Barnet  managed  any  sort  o 
reply,  the  speed  of  Tomlinson  on  chi 
right  caused  Mansfield  problems,  bu 
nothing  they  could  noi  deal  with.  Thi 
home  side  badly  missed  the  injuna: 
Sean  Devine  and  were  fortunate  not  tc 
go  further  behind  when  Hurst  sho 
wide  with  only  Taylor  to  beat. 

Barnet  had  another  surprising  lei-of 
in  the  second  half  when  Barry  Knight 
the  referee,  was  persuaded  to  changt 
his  mind  upon  consultation  wife  hu 
assistant  after  initially  awarding  t 
penalty  when  Primus  tackled  Hurst 
dean  through  again,  from  behind 
“Some  of  fee  decisions  that  are  giver 
still  surprise  me,“  Kilcline  said  aftet 
the  game. 

The  introduction  of  Samuels,  Bar- 
net’s  new  signing  from  Borehatr 
Wood,  briefly  encouraged  the  home 
side  when  his  shot  was  blocked  bj 
Bowling’s  legs,  but  Mansfield  always 
looked  likely  to  add  to  their  lead.  Thu: 
Brazil’s  las;  equaliser,  a  close-range 
header,  was  hard  Jude  on  Mansfield, 
and  especially  Bowling,  who  nearlj 
kept  it  pul 

“I  don’t  want  to  see  Barnet  play 
badly."  Mullerv  said,  “bur  today  was  a 
day  tor  battlers’  not  passers.  As  a  game 
of  football,  it  was  rubbish.  But  we  got  a 
result,” 

BAWtET  iM-a  M  To*#  —  K  Rattray.  L  Primus, 
LHiwarti  joac- Mitirrf.tfln. PWitaon  ftCacfcw 
iSjia  0  Saratfi  43nrni.  P  Slriwcn  —  0  &®C 
J  C-ir-toaii. 

MANSflETO  TOWN  {3-Srj  I  Scwtrvq  —  6  KlcSw 
SSusace  WH»*ce— PStcma  JvSaBcy.DCtel* 
S  a  hap*  —  Q  wa  (k*  S  Haotoy.  Btt 

Refare*  a 


Rangers 
reach 
milestone 
on  their 
way  to  title 

By  Our  Sports  Staft 

RANGERS  Chalked  up  a  half- 
century  of  goals  in  fee  Bdlls 
Scottish  League  premier  divi¬ 
sion  as  they  dismantled  the 
bottom  duty  Raith  Rovers,  at 
Ibrox  Stadium  yesterday. 
BrsMialf  goals  from  Richard 
Gough,  fee  captain,  and  the 
mercurial  Paul  Gascoigne  en¬ 
sured  a  fourth  victory  in  less 
than  a’ fortnight  as  fee  cham¬ 
pions  chase  their  ninth 
successive  title.' 

Albertz  added  a  third  before 
McCoist  scored  Rangers’  fifti¬ 
eth  league  goal  of  fee  season 
with  a  20-yard  strike  only  ten 
minutes  from' time.  The  win 
put  Waller  Smith’s  side  17 
points  dear  of  Celtic  before 
they  kicked  off  the  first  of  four 
games  in  hand  at  Aberdeen 
lastnighL 

It  was  a  Beating  Day  bash  in 
more  ways  than  one,  such  was 
Rangers’  dominance,  and  had 
they  been  playing  by  Queens- 
berry  rules  feen  Stuart 
Dougai,  the  referee,  would 
surely  have  stopped  the  con¬ 
test  after  36  minutes.  That  was 
when  Gascoigne  raced  more 
than  half  the  length  of  fee 
pitch  to  claim  his  fifteenth  goal 
of  the  season. 

.  Gough,  had  broken  fee 
deadlock,  and  by  the  time 
Albertz  and  McCoist  weighed 
in.  Scott  Thomson,  fee  Raith 
goalkeeper,  must  have  had  a 
headache  if  not  a  hangover 
given  the  pinball  that  was 
played  out  in  front  of  his  goal. 

Gary  McSwegan’s  fifth  goal 
in  only  ten  league  starts  set 
Dundee  United  up  for  their 
second  successive  home  win 
and  plunged  Motherwell  far¬ 
ther  into  relegation  trouble. 

Motherwell  were  left  to  rue 
two  bad  misses — one  in  either 
half  —  by  fee  normally  reli¬ 
able  Davies,  although 
Dykstra,  the  former  Mother- 
well  goalkeeper,  did  distract 


Cardiff  City  have  said  that 
Russell  Osman  —  appointed 
only  six  weeks  ago  after  Phfl 
Neal’s  departure  for  Man¬ 
chester  City  —  is  to  remain  as 
manager  at  Ninian  Park, 
despite  asking  the  director  of 
football,  Kenny  Hibbitt.  to 
take  control  of  first-team 
affairs  at  the  Nationwide 
League  third  division  dob. 


fee  midfield  player  wife  his 
speed  off.  the  line.  United 
made  sure  of  the  points  when 
Hamah,  the  substitute,  head¬ 
ed  McLaren’s  corner  past 
Woods  from  eight  yards  to 
make  it  2-0. 

Jim  McIntyre  underlined 
relegation-threatened  Kilmar¬ 
nock’s  recent  improvement  by 
securing  a  crucial  victoiy  at 
Easter  Road.  The  striker 
scored  a  splendid  42nd- 
minute  goal  to  give  his  team  — 
second  bottom  before  yester¬ 
day's  games  —  their  third  win 
aver  Hibernian  this  season- 

However,  the  Edinburgh 
dub  were  not  helped  by  an 
injury  crisis,  which  has  laid 
low  seven  of  their  first  team. 
Kilmarnock,  who  were  the 
livelier  side  in  the  first  half, 
almost  scored  in  the  third 
minute  when  Mitchell  sent  a 
dipping  shot  just  over. 

Midway  through  the  first 
half.  Bagen  fired  a  left-footed 
volley  straight  at  Leighton, 
before  Mdntrye  started  to 
cause  problems  for 
Hibernian. 

First,  he  nipped  between  the 
defenders,  Dods  and  MilJen. 
before  crashing  a  shot  just 
over  in  die  25th  minute.  Then, 
seven  minutes  from  half-time, 
his  goalbound  shot  was  tipped 
over  by  Leighton.  The  winner 
came  when  he  sprinted  on  to  a 
long  ball  out  of  defence  and 
beat  Leighton  with  an  unstop¬ 
pable,  left-foot  shot 

Steve  Fulton  gave  Heart  of 
Midlothian  three  points  with  a 
goal  in  fee  eightieth  minute 
out  Dunfermline  were  unfor¬ 
tunate  not  to  pick  up  at  least  a 
point.  They  led  twice,  through 
Fleming  and  a  superb  strike 
by  Moore,  but  an  own  goal 
and  a  penalty,  both  conceded 
by  Miller,  allowed  Hearts 
bade  on  terms.  Rousset,  in 
goal,  then  kept  Dunfermline 
at  bay  at  the  death. 


Rod  Attn  Henry’cupm  appraisal 
of  the  dramatic  tfwca^pm  tattle  tor 
motorepwra  ^eatatt  prize. 


Elite  fl  85260  56S  9) 


Asfifebfe  from  tranches  ot  At  Motor 
Stores,  Mgos,  Hattnb.  Watestonas, 
W  BSmBtm}  aBpood  tooMlaps 


< 

vx 

"«u,. 


THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996  _ 

',  CR1CKET:  WEST  INDIES  HOPING  LARA  CAN  BUILD  ON  ADVANTAGE  PROVIDED  BY  VETERAN  BOWLER'S  RETURN  TO  FORM 


c  net* 


Fbom  Michael  Hehderson 
rN  MELBOURNE 

MELBOURNE  (first  day  of 
'  five;  Australia  wain  toss):  West 
Indies,  with  nine  first-innings 
wickets  in  hand,  are  190.ru  as 
behind  Australia 

A  CROWD  Of  7£821.  file  third 
.highest  attendance  on  Boxing 
Day  at  the  MCG,  enjoyed  an 
excellent  opening  day’s  play 
at  the  third  Test!  By  virtue  of 
the  nine  wickets  they  had  in 
hand  at  the  end,  ' West  Indies 
could  claim  to  have  had  the 
better  of  proceedings,  but  they 
have  played  too  poorly  on  this 
tour .  /or  anybody  to  start 
bragging  ana,'  if- they 'are  to 
puli  bade  d  Test  against  die 
two  Australia  have  already 
won,  much  hard  work  lies 
ahead.. 

Hi  the  13  overs  left  to  them, 
after  they  had  beer?  dismissed 
for .  219,  Australia  took-  the 
wicket  of-  Campbell,  who  was 
leg-before  to.  McGrath  two 
.  balls  after  a  searing  bouncer 
.  had-  shaved  ;  his  temple. 
McGrath  bowied-  beautifully, 
conceding,  only  six  puns  from 
as  many  overs  and  looking 
genuinely  quick  On  a  pilch 
t^at  rewards  the  quicker 
bowlers  for  their  efforts,  he 
could  still  emerge  as  Austra- 

.  lia's  match  winner.. 

-  It  was  a  day,  though,  when, 
another  potential  match- 
winner  cast  off  hfe  appalling 
’recent  form  to  reveal  his  true 
mettle.  Until  yesterday  Curtly 
Ambrose  had  taken  only  five 
wickets  on  this  tour,  a  record 
that  had  ..done  nothing  to 
■  restore,  his  spirits.  He  is  not 
die  most  communicative  —  or 
gracious  —  of  men  at  the  best 
of  times,  and  these  axe  by  no 
means  the  best  of  times  for 
West  Indian  cricket 

Here,  as  if  in  response  to  the 
thrill  of  one  of  the  garnet  great 
occasions,  he  summoned  one 
last  iriighty  effort  for  the 
'  Melbourne  crowd  to  remem¬ 
ber  him  by.  Figures  of  five  for 
55  told  no  lies.  His  morning 
speffgave  him  figures  of  three 
far  eight  from  ten  overs  and  at 
one  stage,  when  Mark  Waugh 
was  legbefare  first  ball,  to 
bring  in  his  brother,  Steve,  on 
a  hat-trick,  he  had,  three  for 
three:. 

It  may  seem  churlish,  then, 
to  mark  him  down  but  it  has  to- 
be  said  that  her  could  have  , 
done  better  still.  lt  took  him 
all'  of  12  balls  .tb  compel  the 
batsmen  to  play  .  a  stroke  and 
'  had  he  pitched  *e  ball  up  a 
farther  foot  Australia  might 


Up  in  aims:  Adams,  right,  rushes  to  congratulate  Ambrose  after  the  West  Indies  fast  bowler  had  dismissed  Hayden,  die  Australia  opener,  caught  at  slip  by  Hooper 


easily  have  been  in  even  more 
of  a  mess  than  27  for  four.  But 
he  did  bowl  well  when  his  tail 
was  up  and  it  required  all  of 
Steve.  Waugh’s  grit,  and 
handy  .contributions  from 
Blewett  and  Heaty.To  push  the 
score  beyond  200.  • 

Hayden  and  Langer,  the 
left-handers  brought  in  to 
stiffen  the  top  order,  both 
failed,  though  langer,  hesitat¬ 
ing  when  Steve  Waugh  called 
him  for  a  sharp  single,  was  a 
trifle  unfortunate.  He  had  just 
pulled  Benjamin  for  six  and 
was  bedding  down  nicely 
when  he  was  run  out  by 
Campbell,  swbopjng  from 
point. 

Taylor,  who  needed  23  balls 
to  get  off  the  mark,  had  grate 
by  then,  bowled  by  Ambrose. 


Hayden,  the  tall  Queensland¬ 
er,  did  not  survive  Ambrose’s 
fourth  over.  Looking  to  find 
runs  through  theoffcKie  an  his 

.  favoured  front  foot,  he  edged 
the  ball  to  second  slip,  where 
Hooper  caught  the  first  of  his 
three  catches. 

-  '  Not  for  tite  first  time,  Steve 
Waugh  rode  to  the  rescue  and 
he  found,  in  Blewett,  a  partner 
who  was  prepared  to  match 
his  diligence.  Waugh  diced  a 
cut  past  Samuels  at  third  slip 
an  four,  and  12  runs  later 
Walsh  struck  him  painfully  on 
the  elbow,  almost  causing  him 
to  play  on.  He  is  a  tough  man. 
though,  and  had  made.  S8  out 
of  a  stand  worth  102  when 
Bisbop,  with  tire  first  ball  of  a 
new  spell,  induced  the  thin¬ 
nest  of  edges.  Waugh  stood  his 


AUSTRALIA:  Fnd  tangs 

■M  A  Taylor  b  Ambrose _ _ 7 

M  L  Hayden  c  Hooper  b  Ambrose  _ _ 5 

j  L  Larger  an  ou -  12 

M  E  Waugh  bwb  Ambrose _ 0 

S  R  Wtaugfr  c  Murray  b  Brthop  _ 58 

Q  S  BJewefl  run  out - - G2 

tl  A  Hasty  c  Hooper  b  Ambrose _ 38 

P  R  Ratftol  c  Samuels  b  Benjamin  ......  0 

SKWamecCampbeflb  Bishop _  10 

J  N  GDespie  not  out  .... _  4 

G  D  McGrath  c  Hooper  b  Ambrose  ....  0 

Baras  (Tbs,  nb  17)  ... - 25 

Total _ 219 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-5, 2- 26, 3-26. 4-27. 
5-129. 6-195.  7-200.  8-203, 9-217 


ground,  convinced  there 'was 
no  contact,  but  he  had  to  go. 

Blewett  reached  a  fine  half- 
century.  sharing  66  runs  for 
tiie  sixth  wicket  with  Healy, 


BOWLWG-  Ambrose  24  5-7-55-5:  BertpmW 
19-2-64-1:  Bishop  11-1-31-2:  Welsh  14-3 
430;  Mors  f-040:  Hooper  5- M40 
WEST  WDiES:  Ftrsi  tnrtngs 

SL  Campbell  tub  McGrath . . 7 

R  G  Samuels  nor  out  . .  .  10 

S  ChandBipauI  no)  out _  .11 

Extras  (b  1) - 1 

Total  (1  «rfd) _ 29 

B  C  Lara,  C  L  Hooper.  J  C  Adams,  1J  R 
Murray,  K  C  G  Beniamin.  I R  Bishop,  CEL 
Amtrose  and  *C  A  Walsh  to  bat 
FALL  OF  WICKET- 1-12. 

BOWUNQ:  McGraJh  335-1;  Ftetflel  5-0- 
21-0.  Warns  1 -0-1-0:  Gtespe  1-1 -0-0 
Umpras  S  VErtateraghawan  (tncSaj  and 
P  Patter  (Aitrafal 


who  has  now  made  310  runs  in 
this  series.  Ambrose  went 
round  the  wicket  to  him  and 
profited  when  a  rather  care¬ 
less  stroke  ended  in  Hooper’s 


hands.  It  was  the  first  of  three 
wickets  to  fall  in  successive 
avers,  the  last  belonging  to 
Blewett.  run  out  from  mid- 
wicket,  and  Australia’s  total  of 
219  was  at  least  50  runs  light  of 
their  expectations. 

Bishop  and  Ambrose  each 
greeted  McGrath  with  a 
bouncer,  so  they  can  expect 
similar  treatment  when  they 
bat  Ambrose  owed  his  fifth 
wicket  to  a  short  ball  that 
would  have  troubled  a  more 
capable  batsman  than  Mi> 
Grath  and  he  led  the  team  off. 
having  done  his  job  a  good 
deal  better  than  Benjamin  and 
Bishop,  who  never  found  a 
pleasing  rhythm. 

When  Ambrose  does  retire, 
and  it  cannot  be  far  away 
now.  he  will  leave  a  bigger 


hole  to  fill  than  those  who 
came  before,  particularly  as 
Walsh  is  approaching  the  end 
of  his  own  career.  There 
simply  are  nor  the  bowlers  any 
more  in  the  Caribbean,  which 
is  why  this  series  marks  the 
end  of  a  notable  chapter  in 
modem  cricket 
Now  is  the  time  for  Lara  to 
adorn  this  occasion  with  the 
runs  he  has  so  far  withheld 
from  the  Australian  public 
tin's  winter.  To  win  this  Test 
and  give  themselves  a  fighting 
chance  of  squaring  the  series, 
he  must  not  let  West  Indies 
down.  Mind  you,  there  is  a 
Victorian  leg  spinner  playing 
before  his  home  crowd,  of 
whom  as  much  is  expected. 
And.  unlike  Lara,  Shane 
Wame  is  bang  in  form. 


Prasad  strikes  to  give  India  control  I  Captain  halts  England  charge 


By  OurSpOkts  Staff 

DURBAN,  first  day  of  five; 
India  won  toss):  India,  with  all 
first-innings  wickets  in  hand, 
dre  223  runs  behind  South 
Africa 

INDIA,  spearheaded  by  a  fine 
display  by  Yenkatesh  Prasad, 
took  the  honours  on  the  first 
jday  of  the  first  Test  match 
against  South  *  Africa  at 
Kingsmeaff  in  .  Durban 
yesterday. 

Prasad  and  Srinath,  bis  new 
ball  partner,  proved  a  handful 
for  the  ’South  Africans  on  a 
weD-grdssed  pitch.  Prasad  fin¬ 
ishing  .with,  five  for  60  and 
Srinath  with  two  for  36  as 
India  bowled  out  their  hosts 
for  235.  They  finished  the  day 
having  scored-  two  without 
loss  from  the  two.  remaining 
overs.  '  ' 

The  first  indication,  that 
lheseam  bowlers  wduld  domi¬ 
nate  came  when  South  Africa 
left  out  Adams,  their  unortho¬ 
dox  Ieft^armsquhner.but  it 
was  Tendulkar,  the  India  cap¬ 
tain,  who  won  the  toss  m  the 


first  match  of  the  three-Tesi 
series. . 

It  took  fewer  than  four  overs 
for  Prasad  to  make  his  marie 
when,  with  eight  runs  on  the 
board,  Kirsten,  who  had  made 
two,  had  his  off  stump  re¬ 
moved.  The  fast  bowlers  were 
then  frustrated  until  lunch  by 
Hudson  and  Adam  Bacher. 
tite  Transvaal  batsman  on  his 
debut  who  steered  the  home 
side  tb  70  for  one. 

Bacher,  however,  fell  to  the 
first  ball  from  Srinath  after  the 
interval,  for  25,  and  Hudson 
was  left  to  weather  a  Smith 


SOUTH  AFRICA:  Ftref  Innings 

A  C  Hudson  c  Mongia  b  Ganguly - 

GKkatenb  Prasad  - - 

AM  Bacher  bwbSrinatfi _  _ _ 

D  J  CuSnan  c  Mongia  b  Prasad _ 

•WJQdtJbc  Montfa  5  Prasad - - 

H  H  Gbb6  c  Mwrja  h  Johnson - 

BMMcMBwibw  6  Johnson - 

SMPolocfcnotout - '. - - 

tOJ  Richardson  b  Prasad - ... 

L  Kksener  c  Mends  bSrinatfi - — 

A  A  Donald  cRatnoreb  Prasad - 

Bern  (b  4,  b  10.  roil) - ' - 


FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-6.  2-70371.  4-80, 
.5-113,6-162,  7-1BO  3229. 3230. 


Africa  collapse  as  Cullman  (1), 
Cronje  (IS)  and  Gibbs  (0)  were 
all  sent  back  to  the  pavilion 
and  the  home  side  were  reel¬ 
ing  at  113  for  five. 

Hudson  went  on  to  make 
the  top  score  with  SO  before 
falling  to  the  occasional 
bowler,  Ganguly.  His  innings 
was  combative  rather  than 
flawless:  he  was  dropped  on 
39  and  75,  and  given  another 
life  when  caught  in  the  slips 
off  a  no-ball  from  Prasad. 

Ganguly  had  been  pressed 
into  service  after  Tendulkar 
had  to  leave  the  field  for 


BOWUNQ:  Staalh  20-7-332  Prasad  133 
835:  Johnson  15-3*32;  T«**Jter  2.4* 
0-0  Kumtt#2O2-36l-0:  Gangiiy  34-la-i. 

'  MXA:  First  Innings 

V  S  Rsthora  not  out _ J~i . . 2 

WV  Raman  not  out _ : _ 0 

Total  (no  wfct} . . . . ~TI 

S  C  Banaufc,  *S  R  TmStMur. 
M  Aaftanxftfln,  R  S  Drawl.  tN  R  Mongia. 
A  Kuiftila.  J  Start,  0  Johnson  and  B  KV 
Prasad  to  bat. 

BCMUNG- Donald  1-31-0,  Potocfc  1-31-0 

Umpires-,  s  Duma  (New  Zealand)  and 
DOreharo  fScuh  Africa}. 


treatment  to  a  tom  muscle 
under  the  rib  cage  after  bowl¬ 
ing  16  balls  in  the  morning 
session. 

Tendulkar  returned  later  in 
the  second  session  but,  while 
the  injury  is  not  expected  to 
hamper  his  batting,  there  is 
little  chance  that  he  will  bowl 
again  in  tite  match. 

With  Hudson  gone,  the 
South  Africa  tail  showed  some 
resistance  with  McMillan  (34), 
FoDock  (23  not  out)  and  Rich¬ 
ardson  (24)  all  making  contri¬ 
butions. 

Bur  such  were  the  condi¬ 
tions  that  Mongia  took  five 
catches  behind  the  stumps,  the 
strangest  of  them,  an  edge  that 
dismissed  Klusener  for  one. 
Prasad  had  two  attempts  at 
holding  the  chance  at  second 
slip,  only  to  succeed  in  pop¬ 
ping  h  up  for  Mongia  to  grab 
one-handed. 

Rath  ore  and  Raman,  the 
India  openers,  weathered  two 
extremely  hostile  overs  from 
Donald  and  Pollock,  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  what  lies  ahead 
against  South  Africa's  all-pace 
attack. 


A  DOGGED  fightback  by 
Pakistan  Under-19  thwarted 
England  after  they  had  made 
a  superb  start  to  the  first  day 
of  the  final  international  in 
Lahore. 

Ben  Hollioake.  of  Surrey, 
removed  three  of  the  top  four 
batsmen  to  reduce  Pakistan  to 
29  for  four  after  they  had  won 
the  toss.  However.  Ahmad 
Saeed  the  captain,  made  a 
stubborn  unbeaten  65  and 
received  excellent  support 
from  Abdur  Razzak.  who  con¬ 
tributed  57  to  a  sixth-wicket 
stand  of  97.  By  the  dose 
Pakistan  had  recovered  to 
reach  189  for  six. 

Saeed  had  started  the  recov¬ 
ery  after  the  pitch  lost  its  early 
venom  by  sharing  in  a  fifth- 
wicket  partnership  of  S5  with 
Bazid  Khan.  Phil  Neale,  the 
England  manager,  said: 
“While  the  ball  was  new,  it 
swung  about  a  bit  and  Tudor, 
Hollioake  and  Franks  all 
bowled  well  to  put  us  right  on 
top. 

“Once  the  shine  went  off  the 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

ball,  though,  there  was  virtu¬ 
ally  no  movement  and  no 
bounce  —  and  there  was  no 
assistance  for  the  spinners,  so 
Pakistan  were  able  to  dig  in 
and  mount  a  slow  but  steady 
recovery. 

“The  morning  session 
tomorrow  will  be  interesting 
because  the  new  bail  is  due 
straightaway." 

Meanwhile,  the  Pakistan 
senior  team  suffered  a  63-run 


Scores 


defeat  against  Queensland. 
Seeking  match  practice  before 
the  one-day  international 
against  Australia  on  New 
Year's  Day,  Pakistan  were 
bowled  out  for  123. 

Adam  Dale,  the  seam 
bowler,  finished  with  figures 
of  five  for  27  from  ten  overs 
after  sharing  in  an  unbeaten 
76-run  ninth-wicket  partner¬ 
ship  with  Andrew  Bidiel.  his 
fellow  pace  bowler,  which  took 


Queensland  from  HO  for  eight 
to  186  for  eight  Moin  Khan, 
the  wicketkeeper,  top  scored 
for  Pakistan  with  27  from  their 
50  overs. 

The  defeat  came  five  days 
after  Pakistan’s  abysmal  in¬ 
nings  defeat  against  Tasma¬ 
nia  when  they  were  bowled 
out  for  67  in  their  second 
innings. 

Wasim  Akram.  the  captain, 
and  Mushtaq  Mohammed, 
the  coach,  immediately  called 
a  team  meeting  for  today  in  an 
effort  to  sort  out  the  team’s 
problems  before  the  match 
with  Australia  A  tomorrow. 

Wasim  said  the  team 
needed  one  or  two  batsmen  to 
have  lengthy  innings.  “If  we 
are  going  to  win  any  competi¬ 
tion  or  any  game  we  need  to 
play  50  overs,”  he  said. 

“Going  in  with  five  batsmen 
it  means  one  or  two  of  them,  at 
least,  need  to  stay  for  50  overs. 
They  have  to  apply  them¬ 
selves.  They  realise  what  they 
did  wrong  and  we  will  be 
better  off  against  Australia  A.” 


Komen  focuses  new  year  sights  on  double  Bannister 


Just  another  Kenyan  distance 
rimneT?  Hardly.  The  European 
market  may  be  flooded  with 

treasures  from  Africa,  but  Daniel 
Kronen  sparkles  more  brightly  titan 
•  any  other  gem  from  his  continent 
Already,  at  20,  Komen’s  track  times 
'  have  made  his  brilliant  compatriots 

ofihe  recent  past— OadSdd.  NgagL 
Kiptainiii.  —  seem  like  three-legged 
reindeer. 

However,  it  is  one  performance 
that  lies  ahead,. one  which  Komen 
regards  as  a  priority  for  1997,  that 
surely  wiD  plant  his  greatness  mto 
tire  -minds  of  the  British  pubhc 
before  ‘it  is  wrognised  through  a 
world  championship  mid  OtyfoP* 
gold-medal  coHeefion.  Foot  decades 
i  after  Roger  Bannister  became  the 

first  man  to  run  bne  mile  in  Jess  than 

four  minutes,  it  seems  a  formality 
that  Komen  wiD  be  fost  to  put 

tngeftcr  two  without  a  break. 

■  CSven  lime,.  Kmneh  may  want  to 
know  mom  about  ^ 

that  historic  day  tn  Oxford  m 
r’frfc  frc  confessed  to 
Heard  of  Bannister.  Of  the  eight- 
minute  barrier,  though,  he  sank  I 
want  to  pdt  it  in  the  h^°5LS^S.n 
It  isa&ofKomen;sde*rahon 
that  hrcnlsborthislHtiii^.feavmg 
>  his  fondly  home  in  :.Nyaru  on 


David  Powell  meets  a  young  Kenyan  with  the  world  at  his  feet  and 
his  mind  fixed  on  a  record  of  special  significance  to  British  athletics 


Christmas  Day,  to  fly  to  Britain  in 

time  to  be  rested  for  die  Bupa 
County  Durham  cross  country  to-, 
morrow.  Each  of  his  six  cross¬ 
country  races  this,  winter,  Komen 
said,  was  important  to  his  strength 
preparation  for  next  summer. 

His  programme  does  not  include 
the  world  cross-country  champion¬ 
ships:  His  eyes  are  fixed  towards 
nod  summer  and  he  is  ftkely  to  be  m 
Australia  training  at  the  time  of  the 
Kenyan  trials.  Uppermost  in  Ms 
mind  is  a  world  tide  In  Athens  in 
August,  having  failed  to  make  die 
Kenya  team  for  the  Olympics. 

...  He  wants  to  be  known  for  more 
than  his  world  record  pursuits.  *1 
am  the  4000  metres  world  record- 
holder  but  without  having  aity 
world  championships  or  Olympic 
gold  medals,*  Komen  said.  “I  am 
training  for  the  world  champion' 
shfps'aod  cross  country  is  pari  of 
building  up." 

Komen  took  over  last  summer 
from  Noureddine  Moiceli  as  the 
most  prolific  attacker  of  middle- 
distance  world  records.  He  cut  an 


extraordinary  4.44sec  from 
Morceli’s  3,000  metres  world  record, 
set  a  two  miles  world  best  of  8min 
3-54sec  and  bad  three  other  near 
misses  at  world  records,  including 
Tunning  to  within  a  second  of  Haile 
Gebrselassie's  5,000  metres  mark. 

The  7mra  20.67sec  that  Komen 
ran  for  3,000  metres  was  the  biggest 
improvement  since  Kip  Keino’s 
7mm  39i>5ec'  in  1965.  About  240 
yards  short  of  two  miles,  his  time 
suggests  a  two  miles  equivalent 
tinder  756zmn.  It  surprised  even 
him.  “I  was  wondering  whether  it 
was  me  who  broke  that  record.”  he 
was  thinking  as  he  finished. 

Next  door  to  the  house  In 
Teddington  where  Kim  Mc¬ 
Donald’s  group  of  Kenyans 
stay  when  training  in  London  there 
is  a  pub.  How  often  do  they  go  in? 
"Only  when  we  have  something  to 
edebrate*  Ibrahim  Kinuthia.  a 
marathon  runner,  said.  Pub  trade 
from  the  neighboora  should  keep 
busy  with  Komen  around. 

No  more  will  Komart  mother 


need  to  sell  potatoes  by  the  road.  “I 
told  her  to  concentrate  on  other  jobs, 
home  jobs,”  Komen  said.  With  his 
new  wealth.  Komen  has  bought  a 
farm  in  Nyaru  from  which  the  rest 
of  his  family  —  seven  brothers  and 
six  sisters  —  earn  a  living.  When  he 
won  the  men's  overall  gand  prix  in 
Milan  in  September,  shading  Jona¬ 
than  Edwards,  his  $250,000  pay-day 
was  the  biggest  prize-fond  taken 
from  an  athletics  arena. 

His  total  income  last  year  was 
double  that  and  this  yotmg  man, 
who  Hails  from  a  country  where  to 
own  a  few  goats  is  regarded  as 
wealth,  is  moving  quickly  towards 
millionaire  status.  “The  deals  only 
started  becoming  big  for  him  near  to 
the  grand  prix  final.”  a  spokesman 
for  the  McDonald  agent?  said. 
“Zurich  had  a  big  impact  on  people's 
perception  of  how  good  he  is.”  Zurich, 
where  he  thrashed  Gebrselassie  with 
12min  45.09secfor5.00Q  metres,  came 
two  weeks  ' before  his  3£00  metres 

world  record. 

Komen's  first  conquest  as  an 
athlete  came  at  the  age  of  righL  He 


was  at  a  primary  school  that  shared 
a  sportsfield  with  the  local  high 
school.  When  students  from  his 
neighbouring  school  lined  up  for  a 
10.000  metres  trade  race,  Komen 
asked  to  join  them.  “It  was  1984,  I 
was  eight,  and  I  think  they  were  18,” 
he  recalled.  He  had  a  job  convincing 
them  to  let  him  run. 

“They  feared  I  would  not  com¬ 
plete  it,”  Komen  said.  He  finished 
ninth  and  had  to  be  stopped  after  25 
laps  because  he  had  lost  count  How 
many  finished  behind  him?  Few 
prolonged  their  embarrassment 
“Most  of  them  dropped  out  because 
1  beat  them,”  Komen  recalled. 

His  story  of  running  to  and  from 
school  is  typical  of  Koiyan  athletes 
and.  by  the  age  of  12,  he  was 
docking  12  miles  a  day.  He  would 
run  three  miles  from  home  to  school 
and  back  again  twice  a  day.  “I  was 
training  without  knowing,  coming 
home  for  lunch  then  going  back  to 
sdiooL”  he  said. 

To  relax,  Komen  spends  time  on 
the  family  farm.  “I  like  driving  the 
tractor  and  milking,”  he  said.  ‘T 
have  12  cows.”  And  goats?  “I  don't 
have  any  goats.  Maybe  next  year.” 
he  said  with  a  cheeky  grin.  Which 
means  that  he  expects  another 
record-breaking,  lucrative;  year. 


Komen:  dedicated 
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RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Warriors 
sound 
a  seasonal 
warning 

By  Our  Sports  Staff 

RUGBY  LEAGUE  may  have 
transformed  itself  into  a  sum¬ 
mer  sport,  but  some  traditions 
die  hard.  Wigan  and  St  Hel¬ 
ens  could  not  bear  to  be  apart 
on  Baiting  Day,  so  they  staged 
their  familiar  festive  encoun¬ 
ter  anyway,  16,000  hardy 
souls  turning  up  at  Central 
Park  to  toast  the  spirit  of 
Christmases  past. 

Although  much  remained 
the  same,  one  of  the  names 
had  been  changed  —  but  not  to 
protect  the  innocent  Indeed, 
the  innocents  of  the  Super 
League  will  need  all  the  pro¬ 
tection  they  can  get  next 
season  if  Wigan  Warriors  are 
to  be  denied  a  return  to  their 
accustomed  position  at  the 
game's  high  table,  from  which 
they  were  unceremoniously 
removed  by  St  Helens  last 
season. 

Wigan,  running  out  under 
the  Warriors  banner  for  the 
first  time,  made  light  of  the 
absence  of  eight  internation¬ 
als.  most  of  them  stiff  engaged 
in  extra-curricular  activities  in 
rugby  union. 

Kris  Radi  in  ski,  the  centre, 
tan  in  a  first-half  hat-trick  and 
the  reserve  half-back  pairing 
of  Craig  Murdock  and  Sean 
Long  showed  that  they  are 
going  to  be  a  force  for  the 
future,  as  the  home  side  ran 
out  winners  32-22. 

After  Murdock's  chip  lack  to 
the  corner  put  Radi  inski  over 
for  his  first  try.  Saints  replied 
through  Derek  McVey,  the 
Australian  forward  complet¬ 
ing  a  superb  cross-field  move. 
Long’s  kick  to  the  corner 
produced  a  carbon-copy  fry 
for  Radlinski.  who  then  raced 
onto  a  Steve  Barrow  pass  to 
give  Wigan  a  16-6  lead  at  half¬ 
time. 

David  Murray  and  Lee 
Gilmore  underlined  Wigan’s 
superiority  with  tries  on  their 
debuts,  and  although  McVeyTs 
second  touchdown  provided 
some  relief  for  St  Helens,  who 
were  also  missing  four  first- 
team  regulars,  Danny  Ellison 
went  over  in  the  corner  to 
complete  the  Wigan  scoring. 

Lee  Briers  and  Alan  Hunte, 
the  stand-off.  then  grabbed 
I  late  touchdowns  that  may 
have  given  the  visitors  some 
hope  for  tile  return  fixture  at 
Knowsley  Road  in  the  new 
year. 

Across  the  Fennines,  13.600 
watched  Halifax  win  a  chall¬ 
enge  match  at  Leeds,  Martin 
M  oara^  56th-minute  try 
clinching  a  14-6  victory  and  a 
cheque  for  £10,000. 

Neither  coach  will  have 
taken  much  from  the  first 
return  to  action  after  a  two- 
month  break,  but  the  support¬ 
ers  dearly  enjoyed  being  back 
in  the  cold. 

Ali  Davys,  the  former  Sal¬ 
ford  scrum-half,  scored  a  try 
as  Huddersfield,  of  the  first 
division,  beat  Keighley  40-10 
in  front  of  a  crowd  of  5,035  at 
the  McAJpine  Stadium.  Davys 
was  one  of  eight  new  signings 
in  the  Huddersfield  side. 


HOCKEY 

Roses  dash 
ruled  out 
by  weather 

By  Sydney  Friskin 

FOR  the  second  year  in  succes¬ 
sion,  the  traditional  Boxing 
Day  match  between  Lanca¬ 
shire  and  Yorkshire  was  aban¬ 
doned  yesterday  because  the 
pitch  at  the  Northern  Club. 
Great  Crosby,  near  Liverpool, 
was  frozen. 

Earlier  In  the  day,  the 
under-21  match  between 
Cheshire  and  Lancashire  went 
ahead,  Cheshire  winning  2-0 
with  a  goal  in  each  half  by 
Brogden  and  Hill.  However, 
conditions  deteriorated  and 
the  senior  match  was  called 
of! 

The  strong  Cheshire  side 
included  four  players  from 
Cannock,  the  national  league 
champions:  Ashcroft.  Ed¬ 
wards.  Pidcock  and  the  sea¬ 
sons  top  scorer.  Robot 
Crutch  ley,  whose  brothers 
Sam,  of  firebrands,  and  An¬ 
drew.  of  Neston.  were  also 
chosen  to  play. 

Jon  Molloy,  of  Surbiton, 
will  lead  the  attack  for  the 
Cheam  Presidents’  XI  in  the 
Dick  Hollands  memorial 
match  against  the  Cheam  X! 
on  the  artifidai  turf  pitch  at 
the  London  Transport  ground. 
North  Cheam,  tomorrow. 

□  England  will  face  strong 
apposition  in  the  golden  jubi¬ 
lee  tournament  in  Karachi 
from  March  16  to  23.  Four 
other  visiting  sides  —  Hol¬ 
land,  the  Olympic  champions, 
Germany.  Australia  and 
South  Korea,  the  Asian  cham¬ 
pions  —  will  join  Pakistan,  the 
World  Cup  holders,  in  the  six- 
nation  competition. 
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John  Hopkins  continues  a  review 


Norman’s  world  collapses  into  nightmare 


Ii  was  quiet  in  the  restau¬ 
rant  at  the  Partridge  Inn 
in  Augusta  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  or  Sunday.  April  14. 
as  Dave  Marr  patrolled  the 
breakfast  buffet  helping  him¬ 
self  to  tea.  toast  and  yoghurt 
before  retiring  to  a  comer 
table  with  the  newspapers  and 
a  cigarette.  There  he  peered 
over  his  half-moon  spectacles 
and  spoke  of  what  might 
unfold  later  on  the  last  day  of 
the  Masters. 

“It's  going  to  be  interesting.’* 
Marr  said  repeatedly  in  his 
Texas  drawl.  Whereas  these 
words  can  sound  banal,  when 
spoken  by  Marr,  a  profession¬ 
al  golfer  for  most  of  his  life, 
they  seemed  invested  with 
extra  significance.  It  was  as  if 
the  1965  US  PGA  champion, 
now  a  much  respected  tele¬ 
vision  commentator  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  knew  that 
something  was  afooL  Yet  even 
he  could  not  have  guessed 
precisely  what  would  occur 
when  Greg  Norman  started 
the  fourth  round  with  a  six- 
stroke  lead  over  Nick  Faldo. 

All  we  suspected  _ 

was  that  some¬ 
thing  would  hap-  ‘Tj-i  y 
pen  because  if 
almost  always  did  pg 

on  the  Sunday  of 
the  Masters.  cr> 

Look  at  the  way  ^ 

Ed  Sneed  lost  a  optif 

three-rtroke  lead  ® 
with  three  holes  WO 

remaining  in  1979.  ^ - 

Remember  how 
Ballesteros  hit  a  four-iron  into 
the  water  in  front  of  the  15th 
green  just  as  Nicklaus.  then 
4b.  was  charging  through  the 
field  to  win  in  1986.  Think  of 
Sandy  Lyle'S  fantastic  bunker 
stroke  on  die  last  hole  in  1988 
and  Nicklaus's  45-foot  putt  on 
the  15th  in  1975.  How  did  Fred 
Couples's  ball  defy  gravity  on 
the  bank  of  the  12th  hole  when 
he  won  in  1992.  and  what 
extraordinary  influence  was  it 
that  spirited  Gene  Sarazen’s 
ball  into  (he  hole  for  an 
albatross  two  on  the  15th  in 
1935? 

ft  did  not  take  long  alter 
Norman  and  Faldo  had  teed 
off  to  realise  that  golfing 
history  was  unfolding  in  front 
of  our  eyes.  Norman  failed  to 
get  his  par  from  a  bunker  on 
the  first,  bogeyed  the  4th 
pulled  his  approach  to  the  Sth, 
and  made  a  mistake  with  his 
second  to  the  9th.  Faldo, 
meanwhile,  was  playing 
steady  golf,  sooting  well  and 
piling  the  pressure  on  to 


mm 


‘In  victoiy 
Faldo 
spoke 
generous 
words1 


Norman.  At  the  9th,  after  an 
outward  hall  of  34,  he  had 
dosed  to  within  two  strokes. 

On  the  10th,  Norman 
missed  the  green  by  inches  but 
chipped  poorly  and  twopuned 
and  on  the  ilth  he  missed  a 
three-foot  putt  for  his  par.  On 
the  12th.  Faldo  moved  into  a 
two-stroke  lead  when  Nor¬ 
man's  seven-iron  tee  shot  en¬ 
tered  the  water  and  he  took  a 
five  to  Faldo's  three. 

No  matter  where  you  were 
at  this  rime  the  atmosphere 
was  extraordinary.  For  Laura 
Norman.  Greg's  wife,  and 

Frank  Williams,  his  manager, 
following  Greg  that  afternoon 
_____  must  have  resem¬ 

bled  walking  be- 
rtnrv  hind  a  condemned 

u  J  man  to  the  gaJ- 

dn  lows.  "How  is 

Laura?”  Williams 
1/p  was  asked  on  the 

10th.  "She's  a 
roue  wreck,"  he  replied. 

L  As  Norman’s  ball 

dsf  disappeared  into 

the  water  on  the 
12th.  Williams 
silently  put  a  consoling  arm 
around  Laura's  shoulders. 
Even  the  spectators  had  be¬ 
come  silent  and  uneasy.  "1  feel 
sick  to  my  stomach."  one  said. 

The  tiered  press  room  at 
Augusta  is  normally  a  place  of 
laughter  and  jokes,  where 
some  journalists  still  crash 
away  at  typewriters  while 
others  peck  silently  at  their 
computers.  Some  even  watch 
the  golf.  This  time,  however, 
the  people  in  this  large  roam 
were  eerily  quiet  They  were 
watching  one  of  the  saddest 
sights  in  sport. 

The  fourth  rounds  of  major 
championships  are  often  mag¬ 
nificent  demonstrations  of 
mental  fortitude  as  much  as 
physical  skill.  Look  at 
Ballesteros  at  Lytham  in  1988. 
Norman  at  St  George's  in 
1993,  Tom  Watson  and 
Nicklaus  at  Tumberry  in  1977 
and  again  at  Pebble  Beach  in 
1982.  No  one  wanted  the  1996 
Masters  to  end  like  this. 

At  this  point  the  story  takes 


Faldo  goes  grimly  about  his  business  in  the  fourth  round  at  Augusta  which  was  to  see  one  of  the  greatest  turnarounds  in  golfing  history 


another  twist  Starting  on  the 
par-five  13th.  Norman  staged 
something  of  a  rally  by  holing 
from  14  feet  for  a  birdie  to 
match  Faldos  four.  On  the 
next.  Norman  got  a  steady  par 
four  whereas,  to  get  his  par, 
Faldo  had  to  produce  the 
stroke  of  the  round  from 
within  the  trees  on  the 
right  Norman  almost  chipped 
in  for  an  eagle  three  an  the 
15th. 

Norman’s  rally  only  height¬ 
ened  what  had  happened  be¬ 
fore.  Surely  he  could  not  throw 
away  eight  strokes  to  Faldo 
and  then  get  back  into  conten¬ 
tion? 

Indeed,  he  could  not.  On  the 
16th.  Norman  hit  into  the 
guardian  pond  and  Faldo 
moved  four  strokes  ahead.  A 
final  flourish  of  a  birdie  on  the 
18th  gave  him  victory  by  five 


smokes.  Fr  was  his  third  green 
jacket  and  his  sixth  major 
championship  victory.  There 
had  been  an  11-stroke  swing 
from  Norman  to  Faldo  in  the 
IS  holes. 

In  victory.  Faldo  showed  a 
degree  of  grace  and  sympathy 
that  had  not  been  expected  and 
he  spoke  some  generous 
words  u  Norman  as  they 
embraced  on  the  18th  green. 
Later  he  said:  "I  hope  the 
tournament  is  remembered 
for  my  shooting  a  67  in  the  last 
round  and  not  for  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  Greg.  Unfortunately 
I  think  they’ll  remember 
Greg." 

ftwr  Norman  went  through 
the  rest  of  the  day  with  his 
head  hdd  high  when  he  could 
have  wanted  nothing  more 
than,  to  flee  die  clubhouse 
and  the  glare  of  publicity. 


It  was  as  great  an  act  of  moral 
courage  as  anyone  could  have 
shown.  And  perhaps  if  Nor¬ 
man  had  been  paired  with  any 
player  other  than  Faldo,  it 
would  not  have  been 
necessary. 

When  the  day  was  over,  the 
mind  went  back  to  what  Man- 
had  said.  Rarely  have  the 
words  "it  is  going  to  be 
interesting"  been  borne  out  so 
accurately.  It  was  not  just  the 
most  interesting  day  of  the 
year,  it  may  have  been  the 
most  memorable  sporting  day 
of  die  past  quarter  of  a 
centuty. 


TOMORROW 


Oliver  HoItrecaDs  the 
dramatic  exorrising  of 
penalty  demons  at  Euro  96  Norman  receives  a  consoling  hug  from  his  conqueror 


SAILING:  SPIRIT  OF  GOODWILL  WIDESPREAD  AS  BRITON  GOES  TO  RESCUE  OF  FELLOW  COMPETITOR  WHILE  CHALLENGE  CREW  RALLY  ROUND  SKIPPER 


Goss  finds  entente  on  the  high  seas 


Bv  Edward  Gorman 

SAILING  CORRESPONDENT 

PETE  GOSS,  of  Great  Britain, 
who  has  recently  enjoyed  his 
best  week's  racing  in  the 
Vendee  Globe  single-handed 
non-stop  round-the-world 
race,  was  last  night  attempt¬ 
ing  to  rescue  one  of  his  fellow 
competitors  after  being  asked 
to  divert  from  his  course  by 
race  headquarters  in  Paris. 

Goss,  on  his  Adrian  Thomp¬ 
son-designed  “Open  50”  Aqua 
Quorum,  was  going  to  wind¬ 
ward  in  40-50  knots  trying  to 
get  to  the  stricken  Frenchman. 
Raphael  Dinelli.  who  gor  into 
trouble  on  Christmas  Day. 
deep  in  the  Southern  Ocean 
about  1 .200  miles  southwest  of 
Perth. 

In  a  brief  message  to  The 
Times  yesterday.  Goss  indic¬ 
ated  that  he  had,  himself, 
experienced  several  knock¬ 
downs  in  the  same  storm  that 
has  put  Dinelli  out  of  the  race 
and  now  in  grave  danger. 
"Very  bad  last  night."  he 
reported,  "frying  to  get  to  him 
—  knocked  down  many  times. 
Am  25  miles  away,  cross  your 
fingers,  night  serting  in  and 
forecast  40  "knots." 


U  is  not  known  exactly  what 
happened  to  Dinelli.  whose 
yacht  Afgimouss  is  the  old 
Credit  Agricole  IV.  However, 
on  Christmas  Day  he  reported 
very  heavy  conditions  with 
winds  gu  sting  in  excess  of  70 
knots.  Two  hours  later  two  of 
his  emergency  radio  beacons 
were  activated,  indicating  he 
was  in  trouble. 

The  closest  competitor  to 
him  was  the  Belgian  skipper. 
Patrick  de  Radigues.  onAfibel 
just  84  miles  away,  but  he 
could  not  be  contacted  by 


Goss:  sent  to  rescue 


Paris  because  both  his  radio 
and  his  satellite  fax  are  bro¬ 
ken.  Goss,  whose  radio  is  also 
broken  for  the  second  rime  in 
the  race,  was  150  miles  away 
but  the  next  closest. 

Early  yesterday  a  Royal 
Australian  Air  Force  (RAAJF) 
rescue  aircraft  sported  both 
Dinelli  and  Goss.  The  crew 
reported  that  Dinelli  waved  to 
them  but  that  his  yacht  was 
lying  on  its  side  with  its  mast 
still  intact.  There  appeared  to 
be  damage  at  the  bow  which 
was  down  in  the  water.  Dinelli 
was  reported  last  night  to  have 
boarded  a  life  raft  cm  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  RAAF  rescue 
plane. 

Dinelli,  aged  2S  from  Bor¬ 
deaux.  is  a  very  experienced 
sailor  with  more  than  11.000 
miles  under  his  belt  prior  to 
the  race.  But  his  status  in  the 
race  has  always  been  contro¬ 
versial.  Although  he  started 
with  the  rest  of  the  field,  he  has 
not  formally  been  admitted  to 
the  Vendee  Globe  because  he 
failed  to  complete  his  2,000- 
mile  qualifying  sail  within  the 
time  allotted  by  the  race 
committee.  He  was  thus  an 
"unclassified"  entrant  who 
could  not  win.  though  he  was 


in  a  nominal  eighth  position, 
when  he  got  into  trouble. 

Goss,  meanwhile,  has  had  a 
terrific  last  week  during  which 
he  has  averaged  among  the 
highest  speeds  in  the  fleet  in 
excess  of  12  knots.  This  has 
taken  him  from  ninth  up  to 
seventh,  moving  back  ahead 
of  de  Radigues  and  Catherine 
Chabaud  on  Whirlpool 
Europe  2.  Yesterday  he  was 
only  450  miles  behind  Eric 
Dumont,  of  France,  in  sixth 
place.  The  race  leader.  2^00 
miles  east  of  Goss,  is  still 
Christophe  Auguin.  also  of 
France,  on  Geodis. 

Race  headquarters  con- 
finned  yesterday  that  Goss 
will  be  eligible  for  redress  far 
rime  lost  rescuing  Dinelli. 
Philippe  Jean  tot.  the  race  di¬ 
rector.  said  it  would  be  up  to 
the  two  skippers  what  they  did 
next.  Goss  might  drop  Dinelli 
at  New  Zealand  or  somewhere 
near  Cape  Hom- 

Jeantot  added  that  Goss's 
performance  in  the  only  50- 
footer  in  the  race  was  making 
him  many  friends  and  admir¬ 
ers  in  France.  “He  has  sailed  a 
very,  very  good  race  and 
proved  his  seamanship." 
Jeantot  said. 


Donovan  receives  backing 
from  crew  of  Heath  Insured 


THE  crew  of  the  BT  Global 
Challenge  yacht  Heath  In¬ 
sured  II,  have  rallied  round 
their  skipper,  Adrian  Dono¬ 
van.  after  a  report  in  The 
Times  that  he  may  be  sacked 
by  Chay  Blyth  when  he  gets  to 
Wellington. 

In  a  letter  to  The  Times,  the 
crew  said  they  are  particularly 
keen  to  correct  impressions 
given  by  sources  familiar  with 
the  yacht  and  its  sponsor,  the 
City  insurance  firm,  G  E 
Heath,  that  morale  on  board 
Heath  Insured  fl .  winch  is 
limping  along  in  last  place,  is 
not  all  that  it  could  be. 

In  a  message  signed  by 
everybody  on  hoard  except 
Donovan  himself,  the  crew 
say  they  do  not  wish  to  get 
involved  in  any  dispute,  "actu¬ 
al  or  alleged.  between  Adrian 
Donovan.  Chay  Blyth  or  the 
Heath  Group."  but  go  on  to 
say  that  it  is  “simply  not  true" 
that  morale  and  motivation 
are  low. 

"Crew  spirits  are  high  and 
we  took  forward  to  continuing 


By  Edward  Gorman 

on  together  from  Wellington 
after  a  well-deserved  break. 
Weal!  have  the  inmost  respect 
for  Adrian  Donovan  as  a 
seaman  and  skipper  and 
would  strongly  oppose  any 
attempt  to  replace  him."  the 
crew  said. 

The  letter  follows  disclo¬ 
sures  that  Donovan  and  Blyth 
fell  out  badly  last  week  alter 
the  yacht  suffered  a  serious 
rig  failure  which  has  put  it  out 
of  contention  for  this  leg. 
Donovan  told  Blyth  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  race  to  be  no  more 
than  a  "farce"  with  six  boats 
carrying  damaged  rigs.  Blyth 
responded  by  warning  he  will 
be  sacked  in  New  Zealand. 

The  fleet,  meanwhile,  has 
been  doing  its  best  to  enjoy 
Christmas.  On  Toshiba  Wave 
Warrior,  now  in  third  place, 
two  volunteers  prepared  a 
lunch  of  turkey,  chipolatas. 
mash,  stuffing,  peas,  cranber¬ 
ry  jelly,  roast  potatoes  and 
carrots,  followed  fry  Christ¬ 
mas  pudding  with  brandy 
butter  and  vanilla  sauce. 


On  Commercial  Union  the. 
crew  reported  excellent  sail¬ 
ing  conditions  on  Christmas 
Day.  with  gales  that  bad  been 
forecast  failing  to  appear. 
There  .  were  champagne, 
Christmas  cards  and  presents 
for  all  on  board  plus  the 
chance  to  listen  to  taped 
messages  recorded  by  rela¬ 
tives  before  the  yacht  set  sail 
.  from  Rio.  "It  was  a  Christmas 
that  none  of  us  will  ever 
forget,  but  definitely  not  one 
to  be  repeated,"  the  crew 
reported- 

The  leader  is  stiD  the  victor 
in  the  first  leg,  Mike  Golding 
on  Group  4.  who  has  500 
miles  to  sail  to  Wellington. 
He  is  being  chased  hard  in 
lightish  conditions  by  Andy 
Hindi ey*s  Save  The  Children, 
which  is  about  30  miles 
astern.  Toshiba  is  in  third, 
followed  by  a  thicket  of  boats 
fighting  it  out  for  fourth,  led 
by  Global  Teamwork  and 
followed  by  Motorola.  Pause 
To  Remember,  CommerdtU. 
Union  and  Nuclear  Electric. 


Scotland 
cheered 
by  stirring 
return 

ROB  WAINWRIGHT,  the 
Scotland  rugby  union  cap¬ 
tain  last  season,  gave  the 
Scots  selectors  early  new 
year  cheer  after  making  a 
try-scoring  return  for 
Watsonians  against  Her- 
lot's  FP. 

Wainwright,  who  has 
been  out  of  action,  since 
returning  from  Scotland’s 
summer  tour  of.  New  Zea¬ 
land.  said:  "I’m  just 
pleased  to  be  back  in  the 
game.  The  first  game  back 
is  always  difficult  I  felt  J 
lasted  the  pace  for  60 
minutes  and  now  desper¬ 
ately  need  more  rugby." 

An  Achilles  tendon  prob-. 
lem  has  sidelined  Wain¬ 
wright  but  he  proved  his 
are  still  sharp  by 
crashing  over  for  an  early 
try.  Gavin  Hastings  also 
scored  a  try,  but 
Watsonians  were  eventual¬ 
ly  overhauled  34-27  fry 
Heriots,  for  whom  Elliot 
Bunney.  the  former  Olym¬ 
pic  sprinter,  scored  three 
tries. 

Graf  withdraws 

Tennis:  Steffi  Graf,  die 
world  No  1.  has  withdrawn 
from  the  Hopman  Cup  in 
Perth  next  week  because  of 
a  virus.  She  had  been 
expected  to  play  in  the 
mixed  team  tournament 
with  Bemd  Karbacher. 

Graf  is  now  said  to  be 
planning  to  fly  to  Mel¬ 
bourne  at  the  end  of  next 
week  to  prepare  for  the 
Australian  Open,  which 
begins  on  January  13. 

Deal  disputed 

Rugby  league:  Work¬ 
ington  have  complained  to 
the  Rugby  Football  League 
civer  Oldham's  announce¬ 
ment  that  they  had  signed 
the  centre,  Vince  Fawcett. 
Workington,  who  were  rel¬ 
egated  from  the  Super  I 
League  last  season,  main¬ 
tain  they  still  hold 
Fawcett’s  registration  in 
Britain  after  his  short  spell 
for  Parramatta,  in 
Australia. 

Petworth  upset 

Real  tennis:  Seacourt 
pulled  off  the  biggest  upset 
of  the  national  mter-club 
championship,  the  Field 
.  Trqphy,  when  they  defeat¬ 
ed  the  holders  and  strong 
favourites,  Petworth,  in  the 
semi-final.  Matthew 
Blackey  and  Martin 
Higney  secured  the  3-2 
victoiy  in  the  doubles. 

Robinson  loss 

Football:  Bobby  Robinson, 
the  former  Scotland  player, 
has  died  at  his  Forfar  home 
at  the  age  of  46.  Robinson, 
who  won  four  caps  in  1974 
and  1975.  enjoyed  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career  spanning 
three  decades.  He  played 
for  Falkirk,  Dundee, 
Dundee  United,  Heart  of 
Midlothian  and  Raith 
Rovers. 

Smith  out 

Swimming:  Graeme 

Smith,  the  Olympic  bronze 
medal-winner  has  been 
forced  to  pull  out  of  next 
month's  world  short  course 
championships  in  Gothen¬ 
burg  because  of  education¬ 
al  commitments. 

White  sacked 

American  football:  Mike 
White  has  been  dismissed 
as  coach  of  Oakland  Raid¬ 
ers  —  the  fifth  National 
Fbothall  League  coach  to 
lose  his  job  in  five  days. 


CYCLING 


Obree  gears  up  for 
trip  to  New  Zealand 


By  Peter  Bryan 


GRAEME  OBREE.  Britain's 
worid  pursuit  champion  in 
1995.  has  recovered  from  leg 
injuries  sustained  when  a  gas 
cylinder  fell  on  him  and  will 
make  his  return  to  competi¬ 
tion  in  New  Zealand  next 
month. 

"(  hare  just  started  training 
again,  concentrating  on 
strength  work,  which  means 
pushing  a  high  gear  up  some 
of  our  local  climbs."  Obree 
said  from  his  home  in  Irvine. 
"My  form  is  nor  as  good  as  I 
would  want  but  in  view'  of  the 
health  problems  1  have  had 
during  the  past  season,  l  am 
satisfied." 

Obrce'5  aim  is  to  use  his 
ihrw-weck  lour  of  New  Zea¬ 
land  —  where  he  exports  to 
race  in  road  and  track 


events  —  to  prepare  for  a 
serious,  competitive  pro¬ 
gramme  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  on  his  return,  starting 
with  local  timotrials. 

Obree  said  that  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  international  events 
will  be  governed  by  the  aid  he 
receives.  He  has  had  tentative 
talks  with  a  potential  sponsor. 

Robin  Jackson  marked  his 
change  of  club  —  from  Read¬ 
ing  CC  to  Hounslow  and 
District  —  with  a  one-second 
victory  in  the  Essex  Roads  ten- 
mile  trial  near  Chelmsford 
yesterday.  He  bear  local  spe¬ 
cialist.  Martin  Meads,  of 
Romford,  with  a  time  of  23min 
31  sec.  more  than  three  min* 
utes  outside  his  personal  best 
but  good  enough  to  please  him 
in  chilling  conditions. 


AMERICAN  FOOTBALL 


HONOLULU'  MatW  B Nan  «  Cakte- 
nia  38 


ATHLETICS 
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CRICKET 


BRISBANE;  Tour  maWi  iwe  day) 


DISTANCE  to  W0JJNGTON:  1 .  Qrjua  4  614  r*s@r.  l  Saw  The  CWeten  SSI.  3.  Toshiba 
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RUGBY  LEAGUE 


CLUB  MATCHES:  HuddersfeU  <C  KMh- 
ifly  lO-  Leeeo  6  Hoi  An  14  Wean  32  Si 
Heierc  S.  PostDonert  Bteey  v  Dmuteuy; 
WffWiSten'.  CarSste. 


RUGBY  UNION 


CLUB  MATOC3.  Hemrje  31  Gaa  -.2. 
Noeiarrpton  41  East  (Wands  3  RaCMh 
laCjrnfcenw  1  ft  .Valsomam  ?7  Herrtts  FP 
34  Stuurp  Acids  17  Edrtxjrgn  Border. 
as4G.  London  it«fi  K  Old  WSWBars  12 
Cancaflad:  Br.«jcrd  v  toeiey.  Haitiepoai 
V  West  HuitooocH:  Ham*  v  JetJ- 
PoresL  Kdso  «  Seft-jiti.  Ncwcaafe  » 
Nocttern.  Srourbndga  s  Cudley. 
KingsmSard 


FOOTBALL 

FA1  HAW  LAGER  NATIONAL 
LEAGUE  Pi«Tuar<QMfen;ShanTOCkv 
DundaSi  (745] 

OTHER  SPORT 

ICE  HOCKEY:  Supwteagua:  Man- 

Ctesier  ¥  CanStt  (73O). 


Coreitions  Runs  to 
2  OS/P  resort 


Weather 
(5pm)  Last 
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fflE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 


SPORT  27 


r<V 


OTTie  difference  in  total  runs 
scored  in  the  match  between 
England  and  Zimbabwe  as  En¬ 
gland's  heroes  very  nearly  beat  the 
world’s  weakest  Test  match  natron. 

OThe  number  of  tip-res  Scotland 
have  qualified  for  the  second 
round  of  die  football  World  Cup 
finals.  Kindly  submitted  by  a 
Scottish  gentleman. 

A  The  number  of  goals  scored  by 
VJJtihn  Radford  for  West  Ham 
United,  after  his  transfer  from 
Arsenal,  where  he  scored  111  in  375 
appearances.  Kindly  submitted  fay 
a  West  Ham  gentleman. 

A  HAM  ^  amount  by 
w«VA/J.rtwhich  -Linford 
Christie  false-started  at  the  second 
attempt  in  the  100  metres  final  in 
Atlanta. 

ISri  Lanka’s  finishing  position  in 
the  cricket  World  Cup.  But  they 
still  don’t  get  a  game  in  England. 

IThe  number  of  Olympic  gold 
medals  won  by  Great  Britain 
this  year.  .  . 

Or  perhaps  2x2  die  number  of  ' 
Z*  times  Manchester  United  have 
done  die  Double.  No  one  rise  has 
beatenlxZ 

2  The  number  of  games  die 
pusillanimous  Australians  for¬ 
feited  in  the  cricket  World  Cup.  an 
the  grounds  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  do  their  shopping. 

2  The  number  of  balls  bowled  ' 
before  Dickie  Bird  gave  Mich¬ 
ael  Atherton  out  leg-before  in  his 
final  Test  match,  as  un^ire.  ,  . 

3 Or  perhaps  3x3.  The  number 
of  hat-tricks  taken  try  Dean . 
Headley  for  Kent  last  season.  • 

3  try  Michelle  Smith,  the  Irish 
swimmer,  at  die  Olympic  Games. 

3  The  number  of  London  Marar 
thons  won  fay  Dionido  Orta. 

4  The  number  of  Olympic  long- 
jump  gold  medals  won  by  Carl 
Lewis. 

4  The  number  of  football  dubs 
that  have  gained  admission  to 
the  Football  League  since  automat¬ 
ic  pnxnotion  was  introduced  in 
1987. 

4  The  number  of  goals  soared  by 
England  against  Holland.  . 


Counting  the  winners  and  losers  in 
the  great  numbers  game  of  sport 

Magic  numbers  hold  an  eternal  significance  for  sport  figures  that  cany  the  whiff  of 
greatness  and  the  stench  of  defeat  Simon  Barnes  again  invited  suggestions  for  the 
magic  numbers  of  all  time  and  of  the  passing  year:  here  are  some  that  cover  the 
enduring  fortunes  of  Steve  Redgrave,  Frankie  Dettori  and  Nick  Faldo  and  the 
misfortunes  of  Gareth  Southgate  and  the  England  football  team.  The  highest  reflect 
the  growing  influence  of  enormous  salaries  and  transfer  fees  in  some  sports 


A*W  The  most  wickets  in  a  Test 
*31.  march  career.  Sir  Richard 
Hadlee,  die  great  New  Zealand  all- 
rounder,  holds  the  record. 

The  height  in  feet  above 
JjXi sea  level  of  England’s 
highest  football  ground  —  The 
Hawthorns,  West  Bromwich 
Albion. 

1/\/\QThe  record  number  of 
jvUU  league  appearances 
made  by  Peter  Shilton,  reached  this 
month  when  playing  in  goal  for 
Leyton  Orient. 


1,565 


The  number  of  aces 


Frankie  Dettori. 


7  Hie  number  of  goals  conceded 
by  Wales .  (against  Holland),  on 
die  first  appearance  as  captain  of 
the  lachrymose  Vmnie  Jones. 


Mashonaland  beat  England 
-earlier  this  month. 

9  The  number  of  wins  in  ten 
attempts  recorded  by  the  team 
of  Simon  Sherwood  and  Desert 
Ordnd. 

9  The  number  of  Olympic  gold 
medals  won  by  Carl  Lewis  over 
the  past  four  Olympiads. 

Q"  57  l-'TThejnartreoartled  by 
Zfm  i  IZi  Kem  Strug,  die  gym¬ 
nast,  in  the  vault  that  she  complet¬ 
ed  with  an  injured  ankle,  thus 
ensuring  victory  for  die  United 
States  in  the  team  event  at  the 
Olympic  Games. 


^  Steve  Redgrave. 
^  Steve  Redgrave. 


1  *2  The  number  of  nmi  England 
1.3  required  to  beat  Australia  in  a 
Test  match  in  1902  when  Rhodes 
and  Hirst  derided  “well  get  tern  in 
singles".  . 

1^  Number  of  gold  medals 
13  owned  by  Steve  Redgrave: 
four  Olympic,  six  world,  duee 
Commonwealth. 

|  A  The  age  claimed  in  years  of 
l^Ttbe  Pakistan  Test  player 
Hassan  Raza. 

|  C  The  total  number  of  Olympic 
13  medals  won  by  Great  Britain 
this  year. 

J  The  number  of  games  played 
111  for  Leeds  United  by  Ian  Rush 
before  he 'soared.  . 

1*7The  seeding  of  Richard 
1  f  Krajicek,  the  Wimbledon 
champion,  from  Holland. 

1  O  Durham  County  Cricket  Club 
lO—  as  in  18.  Durham  (1?): 
previous  season’s  position  in 
brackets. 

IQ  The  number  of  points  fay 
ly  which  Daman  Hill  won  the 
formula  One  drivers’  champion¬ 
ship,  despite  his  constant  flirtation 
with  disaster. 

1 Q  77  ^  111311 

i73Zi golden  shoes. 

The  odds,  offered  by  William 
ZAJ  HSI,  against  Phil  de 


Ol  The  record  number  of  appear- 
31  ances  on  die  final  day  of  die 
Open  golf  championship,  set  by 
-lark  Niddaus  this  year. 

*2  The  number  of  days  Steve 
33  Coppell  stayed  in  charge  of 
Manchester  City. 

The  number  of  goals  scored 
33  by  Cliff  Bastin  from  the  left- 
wing  in  1932-33. 1  cant  think  why 
we  haven’t  had  this  one  before. 


^>>7The  number  of  balls  it  took 
3  *  Shahid  Afridi,  the  Pakistan 
batsman,  to  score  a  one-day  inter¬ 
national  century. 


391 


I  The  at-rest  heartbeat  of  Gor¬ 
don  Pine,  die  great  distance 
runner. 


A  A  The  number  of  games  ir 
TU  French  Open  tennis  u 


in  the 
wom¬ 
en’s  singles  final,  in  which  Steffi 
Graf  beat  Arantxa  Sanchez  Vi  carlo 
6-3, 6-7. KW. 


scored  against  England  at 
Twickenham,  set  by  the  tautologi- 
cally-named  New  Zealand 
Barbarians. 

TC The  number  of  penalties  it 
33  took  To  knock  Galatas&ray 
out  erf  the  Turkish  Cup. 


5  The  number  of  goals  from  the 
leading  scorer  of  Euro  96,  Alan 
Shearer. 

5  The  margin  by  which  Nick. 
Faldo  wen  the  US  Masters. 

6  The  margin  by  which  Greg 
Norman  led  die  US  Masters 
going  pup  the  final  round. 

6  The  number  of  Gareth 
Southgate's  shirt,  in  which  he 
took  penalty  No  6  for  England 
against  Germany.  . 


Strug:  vaulted  to  victory 

9QA  Donovan  Balky's  world 
•0*1  record , in  the  100  metres 
at  die  Olympic  Games;  The  marie 
set  by  the  drug-addled  Ben  John¬ 
son.  9.79  seconds,  remains  the  time 
to  beat. 

91*10  The  amount  in  pounds 
•  W  for  the  firat  pa 
sporting  event  in  Britain, 
the  Bnmo-Tyscm  fight 

1^1  The  number  erf  prints  fay 
which  Newcastle  United  Ira 
die  FA  Carling  Premiership  in 
Januaiy  last  season;  they  finished 
second  to  Manchester  United. 


Glanvflle  becoming  England  rugby 

U1U0Q  captain 

/IQ The  slowest  time  in 
ZZ.U/  the  100  metres  heats 
at  the  Olympic  Games,  recorded  by 
J.  Zuignon.  erf  Ivory  Coast 

*JA  Number  of  dudes  in  the  Test 
ZrT  match  career  of  Danny  Mor¬ 
rison.  die  New  Zealand  fast  bowler 
and  part-time  batsman. 


End-ofyear  ranking  o 
Zizf  Henman;  a  feat  hailed; 


ofTlm 

Henman;  a  feat  hailed  as  die 
greatest  achievement  in  the  history 
of  sport 


-^Q  The  number  of  seasons  since 
ZdJ  the  war  in which  Manchester 
United  have  recorded  die  highest 
average  attendance.  - 

*20  The  number  of  matches  in 
3vl  the  cricket  World  Cup  re¬ 
quired  to  eliminate  four  teams. 


WINNERS 


MANY  thanks  to  everyone 
who  submitted  magic  num¬ 
bers:  a  rich  and  high-quality 
entry  was  there  to  greet  the 
third  year  of  this  now-tradi- 
tional  year-endcr.  There  were, 
inevitably,  a  large  number  of 
duplications.  A  good  few  of 
the  all-time  numbers  (like 
Bradman’s  average)  have 
been  seen  here  before,  and  so 
miss  out  Otherwise;  multi¬ 
plicity  of  entry  and  eariiness 
of  response  were  die  main 
criteria  used  as  tie-breaker; 
when  all  else  failed,  the 
winner  was  drawn  from  a  hat 
Profound  commiserations 
to  all  those  who  so  narrowly 
missed  out;  best  congratula¬ 
tions  to  the  following, 
who  win  a  bottle  of  ambrosial 
Nicolas  Feuillatte 

champagne: 

WINNERS:  E  Arriaga.  S  BakMn.  A 
Brodton,  M  Butterworth,  D  Carr,  M 
□Button.  S  CcmaOy.  T  DSttCOQhj.  A 
Franfe,  D  Greefwwod.  SS  GupJn,  T 
HackatL  M  Herbert.  M  J  Home,  K  Lows. 
P  McArthur.  □  Moman.  PC  Mapp.  H 
Meta.  K  Wco.  C  Raws.  J  Sdbey,  H 
ScruJan,  N  SBwer,  A  Spencer.  8  Trow¬ 
bridge.  D  Twydtf.  M  WEttems. 


A  A^e  numbers  of  years  of 
TrvJ  European  competition  it 
took  before  Manchester  United 
were  defeated  at  Old  Trafford. 

A  ^  Wigan’s  run  (which  ended 
T3  this  year)  of  unbeaten  match¬ 
es  in  the  rugby  league  Challenge 
Cup,  a  record  likely  to  last  as  long 
as  rugby  Ieague. 

Lowest  number  of  points 
jZt  recorded  fay  a  side  that  won 
die  league  —  Chelsea  in  1955. 

C/I  ^ynihe  number  of 
311*3  I  kilometres  covered  by 
Chris  Boardman  in  an  hour  to  set  a 
new  cycling  world  record. 

C'T  Score  recorded  by  the  Essex 
3  I  cricket  team  at  Lord’s  in  the 
NatWest  Trolly  final  in  reply  to 
Lancashire’s  apparently  disastrous 
186. 


Q2  The  score  of  West  Indies  in 
^73  the  cricket  World  Cup  in 
reply  to  Kenya's  166. 

MThe  record  number  of  rug¬ 
by  union  caps  won  by 
David  Campese,  of  Australia. 

I Q7  Score  of  Aravinda  de  Sflva, 
1U  l  the  Sri  Lanka  batsman,  as 
his  team  brat  Australia  in  the 
World  Cup  final 

1  C  A  Distance  in  metres  over 
I3U  which  Donovan  Bailey 
will  race  Michael  Johnson  next 
year. 

1  /ir The  number  of  matches 
IU3  required  by  Robbie  Fowler 
to  reach  his  century  of  goals  for 

Liverpool. 

|OOThe  highest  ever  individ- 
lOO  ual  score  in  the  cricket 
World  Cup,  by  Gary  Kirsten,  for 
South  Africa,  against  United  Arab 
Emirates. 


Ivanisevic,  of  Croatia,  during  the 
course  of  the  last  tennis  season.  See 
the  first  figure  on  this  page  for  the 
number  of  grand-slam  victories 
Ivanisevic  has  recorded. 

5  AAA  The  amount  of  dam- 
9  UUU  age  in  pounds  caused 
by  the  collective  action  of  the 
England  football  team  cm  that 
flight  home  from  Hong  Kong. 


25,0952$* 


'  The  accumulative 
against 

Frankie  Dettori's  seven-timer. 


JTQ  The  record  number  of  caps 
3y  an  international  rugby  uni; 
captain  won  fay  W01  Carling. 


as 
union 


ZIAThe  age  in  years  of  Nelson 
UU  Pessoa,  of  Brazil,  when  he 
won  the  Hickstead  Derby  show¬ 
jumping  event  this  year  with  a 
horse  called  Vivaldi. 

/ICThe  sterling  equivalent  of 
U3 1,000  Zimbabwe  dollars:  the 
win  bonus  paid  to  die  players  of 
Mashonaland  for  defeating 
England. 


67Hf 

Old¬ 


est  first-class  score  of 
Tufheil  (at  Lord's,  not 


'’TQ'Ihe  amount  per  day  in  US 
/  U  dollars  paid  as  "cost  of  living 
allowance"  to  baseball  players  in 
addition  to  their  annual  salary. 

'7'T  The  number  of  games 
I  ^between  Newcastle  United’s 
most  recent  0-0  draws. 


Seles:  eight-figure  pay  cut 

9C1  CX251  was  the  flight 
ZtDl  number  of  the  aeroplane 
upon  which  the  England  football 
team  made  their  infamous  journey 
from  Hong  Kong  to  London  before 
the  European  championship. 

3C7’n,e  m  ttmuta  of 
Zi3  f  die  longest  game  in  World 
Series  history,  set  this  year  as  New 
York  Yankees  came  from  behind  to 
beat  Atlanta  Braves. 

2AAWasim  Akram  took  his 
jUU  300th  Test  wicket  as  Paki¬ 
stan  wrapped  up  die  series  against 
England. 


37  fV77Area  s9uare 

Z I  I  2-i  yards  of  die  play¬ 
ing  surface  at  Lord’s. 

100,0001^, 

pounds  of  die  various  fines  levied 
by  Middlesbrough  Football  Club 
on  Emerson,  their  Brazilian  player, 
for  his  various  absences  at  that 
mysteriously  compelling  counter- 
attraction  to  Teesside.  the 
Copacabana. 

1  CA  AAA  The  amount  in 
13U,UUU  US  dollars  of 
baseball’s  minimum  annual  salary 
(rising  from  a  paltry  $109,000). 

1,250,0002^ 

in  pounds  in  the  year  of  Ryan 
Giggs. 

4,000,000 2L*  i„ 

US  dollars  reportedly  paid  to 
Lennox  Lewis  for  the  task  of  not 
fighting  Mike  Tyson;  a  sum  most  of 
us  would  settle  for. 

15,000,000Imoun. 

in  pounds  paid  for  AJan  Shearer  by 
Newcastle  United. 

16,300,000 

for  which  Monica  Seles  unsuccess- 
hilly  sued  the  German  tennis 
federation  for  lost  income  following 
the  1993  stabbing  in  Hamburg. 

30,000,000 2*^; 

in  pounds  of  the  bookmakers  after 
Dettori’S  seven. 

60,000,000 Imount 
in  US  dollars  reportedly  paid  to 
Tiger  Woods  on  becoming  a  profes¬ 
sional  golfer. 

66,000,000 £T£ 

annual  payroll  in  US  dollars  for  the 
playing  staff  of  die  New  York 
Yankees. 


y 


1 
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RACING:  ENIGMATIC  PRIDWELL  AMONG  A  COMPETITIVE  FIELD  FOR  KEMPTON’S  CHRISTMAS  HURDLE 


Bimsey  looks  the  safest  proposition 


By  Richard  Evans 

RACING  CORRESPONDENT 


HORSES.  like  humans,  can 
be  complicated  characters. 
Some  with  limited  talent  run 
their  hearts  out  others  may 
possess  a  touch  of  brilliance 
but  are  rascals  and  rarely 
perform  up  to  their  ability. 

The  Jekyll  and  Hyde  nature 
possessed  by  an  assortment  of 
thoroughbreds  is  worth  bear¬ 
ing  in  mind  as  nine  runners 
line  up  for  the  Pertemps 
Christmas  Hurdle  (1.10).  one 
of  four  races  televised  by 
Channel  4  at  Kempt  cm  this 
afternoon.  A  quick  reading  of 
the  form  highlights  Pridwell 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


as  having  an  obvious  chance 
in  the  day's  feature  race. 

The  Martin  Pipe-trained 
runner  put  up  three  perfor¬ 
mances  last  season  which  give 
him  a  clear  edge  over  his 
rivals,  including  an  excellent 
third  in  the  Champion  Hurdle 
ar  Cheltenham. 

If  he  reproduces  that  form 
today,  he  should  win.  How¬ 
ever.  as  he  showed  at  Chelten¬ 
ham  13  days  ago,  when  he  dug 
his  toes  in  at  the  start  and 
refused  to  race  until  the  rest  of 
the  field  were  nearer  the  first 
hurdle,  it  is  a  big  if.  ‘Has  an 
awkward  head  carriage 
(sometimes  looks  unwilling): 
not  one  to  trust  implicitly," 
Timeform  reports  ominously. 

In  the  circumstances,  punt¬ 
ers  may  prefer  to  look  out  for  a 
more  reliable  vehicle  to  carry 
their  cash.  Chief's  Song,  a 
course  and  distance  winner,  is 
consistent  but  probably  lacks 
the  class  for  this.  Zabadi 
caused  an  upset  by  defeating 
Urubande  at  Newbury  last 


Pridwell,  who  was  reluctant  to  race  at  Cheltenham,  gets  a  chance  to  redeem  himself  in  the  Pertemps  Christmas  Hurdle  at  Kempfxm  today 


time  but  must  improve  again, 
as  must  Mistinguert.  a  winner 
at  Ascot  last  Saturday. 

Bimsey  has  not  been  with¬ 
out  his  problems  but,  unlike 
those  of  Pridwell,  they  have 
been  physical  rather  than 
mental.  A  sore  back  kept  him 
off  the  racetrack  for  a  year  but 
die  Reg  Akeh  u  rst-rra  ined  run¬ 
ner  showed  he  had  lost  none  of 
his  sparkle  when  finishing 
half  a  length  behind  Large 
Action  —  with  the  recalcitrant 
Pridwell  a  distant  fifth  —  at 
Cheltenham.  Bimsey  will  en¬ 
joy  die  prevailing  fast  ground 
and  is  taken  to  go  one  better. 


Although  the  Pertemps  City 
Network  Handicap  Chase 
(1.40)  has  attracted  only  five 
runners,  there  should  be  plen¬ 
ty  of  pace  unth  Five  To  Seven. 
Lackendara  and  the  out-of- 
form  Senor  El  Bermtri  all 
liking  to  dictate  from  the  from. 
Given  the  way  the  race  will  be 
run.  this  could  be  reed  up  for 
Big  Matt  and  Southampton, 
who  are  normally  held  up. 

Big  Matt,  a  course  and 
distance  winner,  will  appreci¬ 
ate  returning  to  a  right-hand¬ 
ed  flat  trade  after  twice 
showing  his  dislike  for  Chel¬ 
tenham's  undulations.  How¬ 


ever.  preference  is  for  South¬ 
ampton,  who  has  run  well  in 
defeat  this  term,  notably  be¬ 
hind  Strong  Promise  and  Ma¬ 
jor  Bell  at  Ascot  last  month. 

After  the  success  of  the 
Francois  Ooumen-trained 
Djeddah  yesterday.  Vol  Par 
Nun  will  command  respect  in 


raCHARD'EVANSjj 


Nap:  Golden  Spinner 
(250  Kempton  Park) 
Next  best:  Fittwflliam 
(12.40  Kempton  Rstrk) 


the  Pertemps  Cream  Novices 
Amateur  Riders"  Chase  (1.10). 
However,  rite  French  raider 
may  find  it  hard  to  keep  tabs 
on  Ballyea  Boy  after  victories 
at  Towcester  and  Exeter. 

David  Nicholson's  progres¬ 
sive  chaser  never  does  more 
than  he  has  to,  but  should  find 
further  improvement  now  that 
he  is  stepped  up  in  trip.  He  is 
preferred  to  Dromhana. 

Dextra  Dove  takes  a  drop  in 
class  in  the  I.  T.  Network 
Handicap  Chase  (250)  after 
running  in  the  Hennessy  Gold 
Cup  and  Beflerware  Cup,  but 
his  jumping  has  lacked  its 


normal  -fluency  this  term. 
Betty's.  Boy  has  struggled 
.  against  the  handicapper  this . 
term,  while  Big  Ben  Dun  has 
foiled  to  complete  on  his  last 
two  starts. 

Golden  Spinner,  who  is 
best  on  fost  ground,  won 
decisively  hum  Around  The 
Horn  at  Newbury  and  he  has 
been  raised  only  51b  for  his 
nine-length  success.  The  step 
up  to  three  miles  will  suit  this 
half-brother  to  The  Tsarevich, 
whom  Nicky  Henderson 
hopes  will  make  up  into  a 
Grand  National  horse.  He 
looks  the  best  bet  on  the  card. 


1.45  PARTRIDGE  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(£3.436: 1m  41)  (7) 


Y  S  *■*£  2J.’  *  -=*r 


THUNDEREH 

12.15  The  Barnsley  Bede.  12-45  Share  Delight  1.15 
Kalar.  1.45  Hornpipe.  2.15  Tonka.  2.45  Senate 
Swings.  3.15  Barrel  Of  Hope. 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  1 .45  Albaha. 


(31  0506  H0RMWE  24  J  Wharton  4-9-3 
11)  3003  ROYAL  LE68C  95  J  Pearce  4-9-3 

(4)  4320  TAMYM?  7  R  Ho*Ke*mJ  4-9-3 

(5)  4000  ALBAHA  111  J  Bate  3-8-12 

(7)  4206  BOUDEN WHOOFJSeaM 4842. 


C  Teague  (3)  83 
.  M  ttfghjra  B3 
WByan  ffl 
JQnnn  ffi 
S  Drown#  - 


16)  050  HaEBHIUCUSaC  1 1ST ttuoMon 3-8-1Z  DHcta*  81 


THUNDERER 

12.35  Honeyschoice.  1.05  Noyan.  1.35  Three  WHd 
Days.  2.05  Barton  Heights.  2.40  WayuphflL  3.15 
Lord  Lamb. 


THUNDERER 

1.00  Namoodaj.  1.30  Baronet  2.05  Jocks  Cross. 
235  Viking  Flagship.  3.05  Mister  Trick.  3J5 
Advance  East 


t  (2)  6400  HORDE  WHO  7J  A  Joins  3-8-T<  .  _  DmeOTfci  76 
6-4  Hotwk  3-1  Nordic  Hao.  5-1  laraysr.  6-1  Royal  Legend.  7-1  Abate.  10-1 
Golden  Hrarf.  20-1  Hew  Gan  O&sic 


GOING:  STANDARD 

DRAW.  6F-1M.  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


2.15 


GOING-  GOOD  TO  FIRM 
(7  30AM  INSPECTION) 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (7.30AM  INSPECTION) 


GOLD  RINGS  HANDICAP  (£2,684: 1m  31)  (13) 


12.15  FRENCH  HEN  HANDICAP 

(Dlv  I:  E2.575: 1m)  (11  turns) 


I  (Bi  1163  KMGD0MPRWCESS  272 (CD.G) M  Canto*)  3-9-10 

G  PjWn  (5l  63 

:  (10)  0DM  TWEE  MCH  BRUCE  >  (B.CU.F.G)  M  JflhMoi  4-9-7 

J  Wore  66 

3  IS)  -000  M GDOO FAITH  25J  (DJ.S)  J  Quasi 4-4-1  DHofland  96 

4  (91  2210  THE  BARNSLEY  BELLE  16  (CSF.G)  J  Eyre  3-6-T3 

RLapWi  97 

i  |7i  0560  RUSH  SEA  61  Rttrai  34-12-  TGUcLanpfci  66 

6  141  256  CATS  BOTTOM  6  0  A  Neatonbe  4-8-6  .  JCkirai  f@ 

7  ID  3210  HUAW1A16(VX»J»AS)JE>re546  J&*irt(7]  97 

i  '210030  NOffiHEM GREY 31  J 4-E-&  .  50mm  92 

9  ft  1040  HOLLOWAY  kELODY  fl  (OG)  B  MdiWon  3-W 

LNowtai  98 

1C  ’ll.  0401  PLEASURE  TOPE  28  (B.CJ)F.G)  E  tousa  5-8-3 

_  Kin  TrtJar  SB 

n  >3)  0000  EFVCTTTE  ?4  (CD.G)  N  Bvool  3-8-0  N  Kenoody  60 
’-1  Hu  Sew  4-1  Kingdom  ProceB  5-1  Cats  Ben  am  5-1  ksttna.  10-1 
^-’Way  Udcdy  Thus  An*  Undgc.  12-1  aWen 


1  «3J  5323  (MET ARCH 67 TOWIta 3-9-10,  DaneffRefl  S3 

?  (71  ISO-  KAIVS  LAD  440  (DEAS)  B  McMahan  9-94  L  Newton  88 

3  (2)  1000  WSUBM6SHM32(U)l&qDaqii»1046  A  Cutes  90 

4  (5)  6044  SHOW 7 (C.G) N Gotta 4-W GCarW  91 

5  (121  4056  RI9CVTU 114 KLQPKUtaar 5-8-13  .  UKWiw  84 

6  (6)  0000  CAROL  AGAM  24  (COjG)  N  Bjob#  4-8-10  . .  _  J  umi  8S 

7  (41  0000  RiMIW  OCEAN  46  (BAGj)DCta|nn6-8-S  DHoftnd  - 

8  II)  -301  TONKA 46 (FE) P Mb* 44W SSntes  ffl 

9  (13)  060S  B0LDHNHT7((LFIG)J  Pans  11-0-8 - F  Koran  Iff 

10  HD  6060  R  DON  2QJM  Ryan  L8-7 AMcCartByfT)  80 

H  (81  0054  RAWS) QUEST  16(FjG)JEir4-7-I3  .  JBnmMtf)  84 

12  (3  0500  CLASSC BABY ZllfEQR Spur 3-713.  ..  JCTMy  82 

13  (101  500  aUHCAHCOOK  24  3-7-10.  .  N  Vrisy(3)  9) 

3-1  ToUsl  5-1  Rridacr  Ones.  6-1  Rdqr  Tu  7-1  9m.  Bdd  Hate.  10-f  Qua 

Ana  12-1  otters 


12.35  CARBERRYTDWBI  JUVENILE  NOVICES 

HURDLE  (£1.816: 2m)  (10  runners) 


1 .00  BRADFORD  JUVBOLENQVICES  HURDLE 

(£3.077: 2m)  (14  runners) 


...  C UcCnmxk (7) 

p"fZS 

10-12  MrCBjjraerjg 

.  BSWrey 

-  WDimb 

.  NSntt 
2  .  D  Rater 


64  Rasd.  6-1  CAsnt  s  Chset  7-1  Houeytotei  8-1  PMft  Fa.  NBttfan 
CJy.  10-1  fer  Esau  UssmOdam  12-1  otters 


2.45  GHSE  SELLING  STAKES 
(2-V-0:  £2.505: 71)  (5) 


1.05  RUSTY  NAIL  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£2456-  3m)  (10) 


1  136  DOUBLE  DASH  23  nrnDMgM  I M. _  DJ  Muted 

2  5213  JACKSON  PARK  11  (D.G)  T  EBtobf  11-4 _ JCriatfan 

3  0  CLAIRE'S  DAK8T  28  A  Imeil  10-12. _ LHriw 

4  20  CRAB8CS PROS 23  (B)  U  Ueagbcr  10-12 _ FLtetoffl 

5  2  FALC0W3 RAW 72 (ft JRamsdnilO-Ti _ PCHtany. 

G  6  MAPLET0N 41  M? S Sttltt  10-12 - R HIMnunf/)' 

7  NAMOODAJ  77F  D  Mdntaan  10-T2 . AMnrta 

8  0  NffiJLE MATCH 23 JJlTM W-12 _  RMcftAC) 

3  1HE0D0FEU0W17GFN8me  10-13  .  GLn  (3) 

10  TWO  174F  W  Tuan  10-12 - JSnW 

11  50  WWmBOJJSH^Y27mJBenrtO-12--  —  LQTto 

12  06  PERPETUAL  LIGHT  11  J  Qni  10-7 . . . AOttOta 

13  00  P0NIEVEDRA  21  K  Mania  10-7 _ ASSmtt 

14  00  SOliSSE  11  Mn U Rntkr  10-7 _ PMna 

94  Kraaodej.  4-1  Falcon's  Rant  9-2  Jarfeon  ftrt  7-1  Qatftti  PUde.  8*1 
DmrUe  Oadi  10-1  MapMsa  12-1  attars 


12.45  TURTLE  DOVE  MEDIAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN 
STAKES  I2-Y-0-  £2.886.  6f)  (9) 


1  (51  6630  OflBETOWN FLYBI 20 R HoAnshrad 8-12  WRya  SO 

2  (2)  8048  FAST  SPW142T  Bonn  8-12  .  ..  A  Catena  72 

3  14)  33G6  Hfllffi GOLf  S1WUER 991ltetf*ii B-K  OHotand  S3 

4  (31  4023  SENATE  SWWGS  20  VTUua  6-12- _  .  Dam  0TW  BE 

5  Hi  4S26  FWIOA32 P Ms*jh 8-7  SSodors  B 

4-5  Seam  Smqs  is  CtesMOM  Fljar  4->  PSryattU.  8-1  Fad  Spm  iq-i  Hem 
Gall  5tamer 


'!•  330  EAflJEBOROUGH  BOY  97  T  Bonon  9-0  .  S  Sanders  BS 

!i>  002  Jfflf-OWE-TWO20R1*IM2Wi9-0  .  AClAms  96 

f»  60  RttSTAL  DAVEY  26 1  Sstci.  'V0  VCWa  teAHe  (h  79 

05  MASK  HZ2  28 1  Ettertngnm  M  -  Dam  DIM  84 

■a  062  SHARE  DELIGHT 22  B  MHv M  JDSmttp)  ffl 

:i|  SUEAM CREEK  TBitoiM  .  ..  DHottSd  - 
5  FAYMflJBtetai8-9  .  ..  .  F  Marina  G5 
:!i  KWSDWI  PEARL «  CwbcSb  8-9  J  Ckflon  - 

>2i  40B  WHSPB) UW 7 R HaairSftnJ 3-9  WRpn  89 


3.15  FRBiCH  HEN  HANDICAP 

(Divll:  £2.575. 1m)  (11) 


1  23F3  EUJc  CHARM  27  (F)  Mrs  S  Battume  6-11-5  R  Snfly 
3  P821  HEDOOfl  HAUGH  10  (COJ)  P  (7«esbnugli  8-11  -6  .  RSentt 

3  0D-X  H0TAS  IS  (CFQ  R Fttev 6-11-5  ..  BSwtt 

4  4042  (TARBLAT  STim  10  (fi.5)  W  ACTp  MD-12-  5  McDoo^. 

5  -(JOO  FWE USE M ifcs 5 Brarttane MO-12.  ...  M Foster 

E  4U62  HNGErHLL  10  V  INSSBan  7-10-12 _  Mr  M  Tbommoa 

7  3SF  TOUGH  TEST  25  IBM  SUfcs  J  GowIHNm  E-10-12-  G&M 
3  2UL2  'mTER  EEUE  25  (&S)  J  H  Johnson  8-10-12  lb  C  Bamer 

9  -310  HaeEAUI  29  fff.GlUntlRertw  5-10-n  NStrtUi 
1C  S-PU  ESTfl3Liai  10  J  ftxfci  3-1G-.  KJdrao 


1.30  APPLETON  ROEBUCK  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£4.081;  3m  If)  (5) 


X  MX  BABOHET  36  (05.85)  D  HMWBift  6-1T-X0  -  A  Mapfre 

2  3212  KSMOK-SPO  8  (D3f^.G^)  Mr  S  Soflb  9-1T-S 

RWtaMD(7) 

3  34-P  CROMT EOUERflY 41  (Bf,G)(LAdBds 6-11-0-  PCattooy 

4  -238  DSSE  MARSHALL  49  J*ad»  8-1 1-0 - ...  A56mtt 

5  3F7  niVM.  PAHS  17  UnSSndiB.il -0  ...  TIM 


•'-4  9-4  JaHJ«  l««  S-l  aaeSeboraujit  7-1  c (Ben 


1.15 


CALLING  BIRD  HANDICAP  (£2.927'  61)  (9) 


■i  1024  KA1AH  14  (BCBFJ.Q  D  Ptoman  7-10-d  ACUttm  91 
•i'  3320  BOLD  ARSTDCRAT  6  (CDJSl  A  HdlifOa)  5-9-3 

ffRfOI  96 

:3,  BJM  CRAHWAHH  69  (3DTiJ5re  3-3-1  ...  RUUr  89 
1.  UE5  ENCORE  WLADT  B  (V.OT.G.Sl  F  Lae  5-8-13  RUffn  95 
i,  5240  SOUTOTHE  TRUMPET  164 IG)  R Saeer 44-9  JOTtaUf  90 
X30  utemeu  PRAYER  12B  J  Amad  3-7-12 
_  MartnDaVarii  91 

>4:  0060  CRAB*  BOT  28  (BQ.G.S(H  Byrroff  6-7-10.  jQum  qj 
■7l  0905  PEAC3ULL  IfflPir  8  (BD/i  F  L«  6-7-10  N  KeaneAr  @ 
USS  JJ8A  24  j  jiafyii  4-7-tO  .  NV*tey(3)  90 


e  4-10-0  OPoare  (3)  94 
7-9-13.  .  AO*  54 
e  4-M  .  5  Sanders  95 

-  DHofend  33 

OaeOHai  M 
■8-5. _  .  S Drome  ffl 
JQwii  * 
i  3-B-i  CCaner  (7)  93 
1-7-  :0  RKenaed?  IS 
0  ..  N  Vote?  |3|  - 
.  .  .  JOTWy  - 


—  0  AriSaj  Sawi  nw  In  tta  2J05  twe 
7-4  nsvr.  3-'  r-2  4ssas  Rwod.  r-i  Sue  Com  8-1  Hejfwali 

I5-:  Tour  led  T2-t  ktej: 


4-7  EUcrol  7-2  Ore  Etjrony.  13-2  KenaoR- Speed.  20- J  Dm  Marshall.  RdiM 
Pans 


1 .35  MILLER  HILL  MAIDBf  HURDLE 

(£1.879  2m  4fi  (111 


2.05  LONG  MARSTDN  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£4.890: 2m  71)  (9) 


3-1  3ane>  GU  Hope  4-1  hirgaup  Bor  £-1  SLeienxnai  6-1  Cofdn  laucn. 
Mra&  10-1  SJw  Hanoi.  12-1  «nero 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRACERS' MJofDBton. 44 *«nnen tan ?16 runnm  20-n.MP|EBi 
21  Vcm  105  20  0%  J  Banks.  6  tram  33  15£V.  I  Boron.  36  tram 
2«a  14  5VJEjW.24(ran!66  145% 

JOCKEYS.  □  HaOand  23  inmen  from  102  rates  225%.  J  Wear*.  42 
ton  251. 191%  DPrars  14  torn  93  151*«  Cleagre  23hml80. 
lin  RUopn  9  from  79.  11  4'.  M  W*?acn  13  iraro  119  1Q9*« 


■  112-  ARCTw  Sm.'3Y  240  |Fi  J  OSts  E-11  -5 . B5law. 

2  43D-  CANAAN  VALLEY  32  tMttrtOT  B-1 1-5  ..  J  Bu» 

3  2-£5  CWATP) 25  JHjyerar  5-11-5  .  .  -  GCaM 

4  B-2C  JALiSTY  S9SERAL 54  ;  Pa»s  5-H-5.  .  . .  0 Plater 

5  ■ZZ’  SStCLEtSK  UJj  3er.  MI-5 .  U  IMany 

6  4-ES  USiHTCD  DAYS  35  IBFfT  Ida  4-115  -  A  Ibomam 

’  CELTIC  CutSIA  10 'iS  Seed  5-n-O  .  Ur  R  Hale 

■  5433  UT7LHSSW&5  18 (V) V Hamnma 4-11-0  Mr C Bamer f$ 
3  a-  pewYPS’PsamisTFR B«4-n4  _  .  NSron 

::  W  RM(m«i6>BrYnkXT5cn  r-11-fl..  .  »M Thomson 

It  3  sosimoc SPEEDY  18 u Kamoori 4-n-O  .  ,  RGanty 

3-1  '-2  It?!  U"r  h7S  5-1  A'dr  SmSe.  6-1  Jwnl?  Gerzul  3-1 

0*ztsr  jSe  =eae  r;  S»ert».t2-1  tia\ 


PCadmy 

- A  Magda 

3  ...  JCAgtatr 
10-10  [4eu  PMna 
5  -  . .  A  Dabble 

. Asarott 

10-G  —  J  Gantt 
..  FLMbf(3) 
.  ..  GSun*(7) 


5-J  9a  Mb.  3-1  toms.  4-1  Jsks  Dos.  5-1  Bum  km  6-1  ftawty  Lea  8-1 
Eafir  Boy  IE-1  nttero 


2.35  CASTLffOHD  CHASE 

(Grade  fl:  £18.760: 2m)  (5) 


7?  ^  flfp'acstf  5-’  Ail  Dspc  Bar.  10-1  |  {  )? e°i,  HUppm  9  from  79  1 1  41  U  ff^rr.  13S 

RESULTS  FROM  YESTETOAY’S  TWO  MEETtfIGS 


2.05  PDflOE  HILL  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2  £34  3ml  (6] 


Kempton  Park 

Going.  3  n  frrr 

1240  2-THilni  1  SANUAmwa  1ALU3- 
a-r?  lUi-3ii:S.5ae»W  Spring  H4  Retard 


Mk*  Hair  i jEjm.  g  nr.  NR.  Daregaht 
■"Srer?  P-JT5T  5fcTir  F^or?  Nordarva? 
Pr.Tsa.  Pilaituin  Be,  II.  91.  2f  111  151  D 


‘■itht.  un  a!  7e"’p*c  Guing.  Toee-  £450: 
H  7 6.  1*  80  £1 10  DF  £1100  Tin 


Vi  53  CJ?  £21 13 

I.103ti^,  1  OJEDDAH  ;A  Ksnjral.  9-21 
L  Srstamon  s  Dancer  p  Dyrwaatf/.  9-3). 
3  Aardmtf  '5  Brassy  9-4  fcjui  ALSO 
tA.';  1 CC-  i"  Bcff  (fl  4  HateTam 

Sc;  [l;,  Z  rjr..  TIP  Fro  Vryrx.  Eee  fAore 
i  ‘.l  f  Dounur.  m  Force  Tote- 
-15  Vj  SJC  fflM  Dr  £1030  CSr 
£21  22 

1.40  ;2m  frtf Cl  1.  ALBBMNE  >T  Krnf.  W 
‘m.  Nwamarkst  Cotrenpondanfa  napi  2. 
CteYo  -G  '-Won  7-4).  3.  Ye(  Again  (D 
1t-4j.  ALSO  RAN  33 
4i.ri  NR  hJEirnaaK.  HwiLmg 
Ta'M  f,l.  3.  tieS.  Wrs  J  Cecil  a) 
Toil?  £2.60  ££80  Iff- £230 

2.15  F’StTEMPS  IflWS  G£OHGE  VI  CHASE 

see  (acaig  pegs 

2«5  2t  4'  O-.i  1.  GREENBACK  rN  IMA 
cnMr.  ti-2,.  2  Mister  Drum  (R  Dtfi- 
iiza*i  17-Bi'  3  FtettH'a  Gtaty  fA  LLmlwc. 
'1-5  Vwi  ALSO  RAN-  6  SuSimw  Fetow  4 
tar.  HI  5i  P  Huttos  ai  MnMaa 
Tcif  ££  10  DP  £4  W  CSP  £13  K> 

3.15  «3rr,  T  f 0ye»  Miei  1  TIM  rtA  A  F10- 

trifj.'c  7  21  9.  PeaBwood  iG  2-1 

%,i  3  Eafing Court  SSUpSon.  X&X1  ALSO 
?A-i  ti-j  v/ivfa  Omcc  l*Sv.  100-30 

iir,  =  ran.  NR.  Casac  Couragaar;. 
C:*c~v  Bov.  Lonsiawto.  Ticfc  The  B oak 
~  iO-  n>.vi  JJemnsatRoysMn.  Tote 
53  7DE'K).-.t  TO  DF-E4B0  TncrL24.W. 
CS r  £1042 


Lingfield  Park 

Ggmg:  siandarrt 

12.50  rim  £1)  1.  8AROSSA  VALLEY  (D 
Swmhgv  11-4):  2.  SLipJrg  lOana  O'Ned. 
4-11.  3  Codas  La  Pansaga  (W  By  an 
11-lOlavi  ALSD  RAN  14  Hatla  Surrorwie 
i4ih)  HovtCaa'fl-riami.  S6  Northern  Qae! 
(€m)  graft.  12.  Hf  ia  7!.£3l  P  Butler ai 
l£«!s  Tow  C3  <X>  £150.  £2J0  DF 
26.30.  CSr  £1?  72 

1-2°  I6fi  1  BLAND  PRINCE  (J  Q>jn 1 
9-2).  2.  The  Wyandotte  inn  ON  Ryan.  (L4 
bur  3.  Countless  Times  (A  Clan-  14-ii 
ALSO  RAfl  5-2  Heanenry  frtos  i5tfn  5 
Royal  Oroiuct  16  Myw»y  iohi  33  0akon 
Wood  (Oh)  7r.»  Shnd  l  »■...  3’.-i  IQ  3 
N  Cdiaonan  «  NewTivrta!  Tcta  E66C. 
2260.  10  OF  L520  CSr  £11  M 

J7T|.V  pr7!EHVESC£NCe  0ano 
ONofl  At  ’  Lily  Jaques  (S 
Sanden^Sl  i  3  Soura  (M  Wttum 
4-lj  ALSO  RAN.  9-4  Haver  Girt  Mover 
(4thl.  4  ran  1  fl.  3i  ■?<  hd  R  Hannon  ai 
East  5w<!fl«fl  TtSc  £l  &S  DF  £460 
CSF.  E10.9T 

aao  (lffl)  1  ROYAL  CARLTON  (S 
WUaonh  4- If  2  Passage  Creeping  (S 
Saruten.  (air;;  1  Hevw  Cod  tada  |D 
HoKand,  U-l)  ALSO  RAN  SRwScne 
(4tfu.  14  Gscrgitt  Boy.  16  Eancy  Design 
<5thl.  £0  Be  Safc&ed.  33  BrougKocns 


PeHsfi.  66  Lade  Pflcoon  (6tu.  9  ran  4i.  11. 
111  3  141  G  L  Moore  at  Epsom  Tow 
£4  40  Cl  90. 21  CO.  22.80  □(=  23  40  Tm 
£7  40  CSF  E7  25 

£50  {fm  rf!  1  WABOKJ  BEACH  (S 
Whirnonh  £-1)  2  Mediate  iG  M.rugan 
10-1)  3.  Bon  SeotH  (D  Holland.  5-4  rav> 
ALSO  RAN  10  Uoni  i5ffi)  12  EasMCih 
l«hj.  14  Efficacious.  Topup.  25  Drapon 
Green  |4Jhi.  33  Jusdn^rus  9  ran  NR 
LoveyoumSltons.  Sh  hd.  61. 2M.  3.’.  I  4)  G 
L  Moore  or  Epsom.  Toie  23  ID  21 50. 

22.20. 21.40.  DF.  Cl  2.00  Trto  £6  60  CSf 

CVS  27. 

320  On)  1.  WOTTASHAMBLES 
Hofland..  W  lav).  2  Guest  AIEance 
(Candy  Moms  4-ij:  3.  Coh  Sho  No  la 
Sander.  6-XV  ALSO  RAN.  7-2  NdWng 
Dong  f4(h>.  1 1-S  Cawia.  S  Code  Bed  30 
Mapencw  (Oh).  Tcfta.  2S  Adta/  {3hl.  23 
DotoDuNord  10 ran  51.41  3.  !U*  L 
Montague  Hall  at  Epsom  Tote  22  S3 
2140.  2190.  £340  DF  £700  Trw 
£1340  CSF  0335  Tncast  £4aiB 
Pleeepot  C6.90. 

Ouadpct  £2.30. 


:  PP-3  tajU?  25  ICOS.S!  C  barter  7-H-1D  ..  .  D  Plate 

1  P-S4  □CaSPE9  2SID.«.5);1«»i9-iM  -  _  B  Storey 

2  -553  ffiLlfLfEFBLS 8  iF)  Lutpi  9-10-5.  ...  R  Sappa 

4  1-33  SfiRTCR  HEEKTS  11  (F.G)  IA>s  W  Rewlw  4-1C-I 

CMcCormck(D 

£  434?  3W3LAT5TRKT1BK3S1  Wtow  7-1M  SHcOnagU 
t  HS£?G2Av-6i9Si  ^  isncrorUM  -  .  KMaw 

£-4  ^4  r-.-p.  9-;  5-1  D  «Sjj  Site.  18-1  On) 

Zmet.  C-:  ■‘r-s’i  Ui 


1  -232  GALES  CM/RL8ER  31 1D.GLS)  D  Ganflaft  B-lt-ff)  JMMey 

2  12-2  VM« FLflGSW1 20 (QXF.OSl D Udotao 9-1  !1G  AMigrtB 

3  3-3F  LORDOORCET  3) (PJ.GlS)  JCaAai 6-11-6  .,  APMcCa*. 

*  1-0  DHOLE  BMC  27  (C.0JG3)  i  Fesenti  H-Ti-6 .  Pften 

5  2311  PttJDUL  HHIB1 2*  (CDT.G5)  R  tkav  9-11-0 _ ADatttn 

46  iftinti  Repfrv  9-e  Gate  Caate.  M  Lent  Dorat  «•’.  lte!f  Eta*  33- 1 

FaUfiotTpe 


3.05  BICKERTON  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3.712. 2m  «  110yd)  (11) 


2.40  COL  W  L  M  UOXTEITH  HANDICAP  CHASE 

{E2.697: 3m)  !S; 


J  M7CSamri3] 

:M  RGarey 

BSUror 

1M  H5nn 

10-10-C  W Faster 

10-C-.  Ffttraa 
K  Jtftoson 
MOO..  RSoffti 

£-4  3-'  -Ji  *-->  K  jwteJt  F*fn  7.1  Witte  Spate  12-1 

i*trsre  -Voti  m-'  -yaw  i6-i  dbm 


AHagan 
.  -  A  Dobbin 
-  -  PC*tenr 
-11-4  ..  PM wo 

r:.-i« 

-1M  ASSntti 
.  -  WFir 
JGdhata 
.  pmoufiE 
R  Wfefcgoa  (7) 


Hanton  tevn.  4-1  ,yr4m  J&rr/.  5-1  Cats  Hrj  £  i  Unxr  Irt*  7-1 
BXiia  H  MMrS7  M^ar.  TM  (Cbi 


thundsteb 

i  JSSSt  ■  ;  ; .  aarsmanisa^n 

Ths^ Ttnios  Private  Hinkilcappei^ftliop  ralfog: 

3.20  BARFORD  SOVEffiK3N: 

Our  Newma/ket  Conw^^  l^ar  Jat  3i0  BARFORD 
SOVe?EHSR(FM(p)f-  ... 


ALAN  JOHNSON 


IDT;  1 13143  6000 TIMES  13 (B&F.&5) Wd D ftttlW) ® ^ - B West (7)  B8 

Rxacoti  mntter.  9x-figtnlann  (F  — hft  P—  wfmw  BF-b^sDWwte  <" 

mttprt  m,  u— injeatel  ridar  8— Bob® on abidi dm* tes two ff 


Rxacant  noatter.  Sx-Bgon  hnn  [f  —  teft  P  — 
nded  m.  u— uuealed  ndar  B— bnawfl 
£hT  S— sapped  op  G-r*serf.  Dj- 
dEnmnen  Hom  s  taut  tays  s «*  bs 
STi  £4  ffl  —  NUB5.  V— Ifaor.  H— 

hoaTE-Eimiteld.  C- course obiteB- 


tan:(wd  G  —  good  s  — n*.  flood  hi  srt 
hn  vfi.  Oarer  w  «**»■  T0flcr  ^  ^ 
Wight  Refer  pita  any  iHoanct  Tta  Tires 


MOO.  E  —  6WSMBO.  —  nmewmw-  u—  Z  ~ 
dktnoe.ttSteTaJ— and  ifttote  Mb* WkSimXW s rang 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM  (8.00AM  INSPECTION) 
'TOTE  JACW’OT  MEETING  ' 


1 2.40  fERlBiPS  CALHJ0NMN  JUVENILE  NOVttES  HURDLE 

(3-Y-0:  £5,4M:  2m)  (11  iuthhs)  . 

101  ..  401T-" FLY BSHJffi  30  (OS 'gcore agto'dii  Gate)  FCcoren  (Ffl  XX-10  -  I 

102  14B  KEBAW 13  {B,S[5fArdiii)  N.TrdrtnHfeKtt  11-S - -  C 


_  _1  'do  Gate)  FDoaren  (Ft)  xi-10  -  ^ftfiodrat  - 

m  14B  KfflWIt  T3  (D^^KTitttoUaia  11-S- - -  CLfewg  » 

103  1  tEAR^MlDflWj^PMnBsJBJo*^  -  @ 

104  .  8BEC0Hl4FffteW»eiFtelnm).W tear  11-0 - - - “**»»»  - 

105  9RUMNTRa)133F(tesMG«5rtPJ^w11-U-  .  rSSS  m 

I0G  42  OfKUSBTOISOttteeslBNDWdrtsonil-O.- . R-j"™g 

18b  2  -..v; “ 

Ifo  ...  -- ^  : 

111-  S2  SOCCTY  MN3C 14  (K  A]ns)  C  Man  1 14) -  —  -  jWlai  ^ 

BETTING:  3-1  Lea  JoL  7-C  Ry  Rstwg.M  Koran  5-1  tag  01  Spaa.  6-1  Ceos  Ste.  Ftsrttan.  14-1  rim 
-  i99S  MffiTMG  ABAKKMED  —  FROST 


FORM  FOCUS 


WWtaWi  (M.  raodl 
LEAR  £TbU  BraM  21  to  7-nnw  none 
«  Ascot  (2m  nOy-  mod  to  Sm*  BWLUANTRED 
a  9*  o(  1 5  to  &eeta«ad  to  tatrtop  tt  Nwtay 


(1m  2L  flood)  CIRCUS  STAR  a  2nd  at  9  to 
Smews  n  Sumb  Jb*»  Hb*S  at  Ljgtold  12m 
11  Or.  oaod  to  soft].  FnZHLiAU  13  2nd  dll  to 
ip  m  noufee  honlta  d  Sandmm  (2m  ilOy. 
SOCC1Y  MAGIC  «  2Bd  o(  12  to  Oraflracd 
jl  Dutortom  On  1L  goo rf). 

SrtecOon:  FLY  F1SHNG 


1  .1 0  PBTTEMK  CREAM  NOVICES  CHASE 

(Amateurs:  £4^93:  in  4nipyiJ>p  lumers)  - 

an  3204-11  BALLYEA  BOY  21  (6)fO'BBiH  D  NUettan  6-12-1 - - 

.202  -  12  DBDIWAItt1B©{jW*a«l|)PMc(iaB!6-1M2  —  — 

203  C-2521  SUGAR  H^17®fldBlhMt9ltetewOJ  Wart  6-11-12 

3M  G6  BCftSHE  BARON  &WI  (M  Wanan)  M  Wastan  7-11-8 - - 

-205  SPPM  e  THE  WHOLE  H0ff2l'i'r.»iSNetoi)K  Briar  7-11-8 
208  .  WOOS  WLPMTMT62B)Mck8)n)FDouaiBi(Fr]S'll-7 


RHmtta(5) 

ffl 

„  JTtzzardfi) 

92 

.  PtrKadfcP) 

82 

U  Hants  (7) 

RWWiyfo 

72 

TDoomen 

- 

BETTING:  2-1  Snips  Boy.  W  W  PB.IWL  4-1  Dronttm.  M  Sugar  Wl  7-1  The  Wtoto  Hog.  25-1  BotaUs 


FORM  FOCUS 

-nmner  I  toll)  THE  WHOLE  HOG  ill  aid  ta  CasUeccnaa  ia 


BALLYLEA  BOY 


1 .40  POTEMPS  OTT  NETWORK  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£10,358: 2m  4f  TIQyd)  (5  runners) 


301  662-26P  BIG  MATT  1 3(C&f,G^)  (T  BmMrQ  NHendenon  8-1 1-10 .  MAFtagonM  96 

302  2P16-5P  satOR  a  BETRUrn  34  (Df.Ga(G  Noddies  Hod  7-10-1 3.  .  -  GBradby  97 

303  212-23  SOUIHAMKON  34  (VJ.&)  (HfitAuR)  6  SaMra  6-10-3 _ A  P  McCoy  90 

304  PK4-43  LACKB(MRA37(Cf£A)  FTpeneioBUPatnanlMittHRntfeB-lO-O-  BFentei  ffi 

305  212^22  FNE  TD  SEVEN  13  (BFWLS]  iTw  Hib  Twa)  P  HlrJnDs  7-10-0 .  RJMlBon  96 

Long  tandcap:  iecMdoa  9-12.  Rn Tc  Serai  SMI  1 

BET1M&  94  SoutfcBspton.  11-4  &g  MKL  74FLadandn.  9-2  FhoTo  Sown.  7-1  Senor  B  Bnratt. 


FORM  FOCUS 


BK  MATT  2«M)  Stt  d12  to  Odcoger  do  Luc  to 
MmphYi  Gold  Cop  at  Oatmtam  Cm  4(  1l0». 
goad  to  (ton)  on  u  convAttd  nttog  SB10R  a 
BEmurn  Med-oB  tod  of  5  to  Go  BaffrtOc  In 
lantap  cbn  M  ARM  (3m  110y.  good  to  ten) 
an  Int  crop  teal  autng 
SOUIHUinUN  91 »  to  8  B  Shaig  ftamte  m 


good  to  Soto-  LAI»BBt«lA  ill  3rd  d  7  to  Trying 
Again  In  hsitoop  dnsa  owe  caam  an)  drstanca 
(mpd  to  dam 

nVETO  SEVEN  3K(  to  telysan  in  handicap  chase 

to  UHOffeid  13m  41 110*.  good  to  and) 


2. 1 5  praam  orastius  hurdlf 

(Grade  t  £26,430: 2m)  (9  nmnets) 


401  31/143-2  BMCEY 13  pf.S.SHAnnN  RAfettnrt  6-11-7  _ Sflnafiay  95 

.492  03P4-I6  CH&SSON&rtl  (OLF.GHMrs  ADam9)S  Da.B-11-7— . MAFfcparaM  82 

403  11VXK5  MID  STAR 27  (pijJKRfcW  XJuflenon  5-11-7 _ ...  R  Guest  90 

404  32-6100 .' DREAMS B4D20 {DjC&S) (T Rrka) P Bonn 8-11-7 - HFtotet  79 

405  2206-22  MA51BI BEVELED 204D.&S) {Ms EWItoaalPEHOi&'T  1-7 -  JOsbcma  88 

406  3P3RL5  PROWBUL 13 (D^ASJ  Wow  Barsaa ted  FluO  M Pipe 6-11-7.  .. .  A P McCoy  ffl 

407  1404)  RRHTWBH3(D3>(CKmragb1  RHam6-11>7  .  - NWtesraan  % 

406  51161-1  ZABAU Z/raXG^j' (lady Homs) DMcbahan 4-11-7..- . RJofcnson  go 

409  40-1421  MBHMUE1T B p/AS) (J Duggai) N Twteai-Dntoi 4-11-2 _  Cllewtlyn  65 

BETW&  tl-4  £4te.  3-1  Bnray.  4-1  Ptttee*.  B-2  Dfeo  Ste.  7-1  Mtopd.  6-1  Mote  OeuBtad  12-1 


FORM  FOCUS 


AMS6Y  W  2nd  to  7  to  Ugo  Adfento  BatoHmfle 
rtOHiftfltan  (2n  U  raod  to  tom)  Mth 
-  PRKTWBlMtobtote oflZaSh ad nSHT WW 
.Irfw  n  BBl  CHE’SSOK  iat  6A  to  9  to 
Space  Doetar  W  haraSCap  tradto  K  CMtartam 
(2ni  110y.  flood  to  dm*)  a*  DREAMS  END  (3b 

DAT0  STAR  II  3rd  to  8  to  Skate  Drettr  n 
•-  RgUn  F9b  Hatton  Hudb  at  teorow  ran. 
goad)  HAS1B1  BEVaH) 21 2nd rilS to Utia A 


Shod  to  Vffiam  HM  Handkapttnk  ai  Saidomi 
(2m  I10y.  good)  aim  DREAMS  BO  (4b  bettor 
ofl)  441 14U  fTOWBL  6HI  3n)  to  16  to  Cottar 
Bay  In  tost  mason's  Clunuan  Hurtle  a  Oieten- 
tan»  0n  iXOy.  good  to  stoQ  «»  W6OT  WB4  60i 
IZtt.  ZABAOf  beat  Unttnde  Sir  in  4-ft*iw  Gary 
Frida  fatifc  at  ttoatoiq  (2m  HOy.  goodf 
USRWUriT  bed  Estamo  Nall  41  in  9<untr 
®bk*  to  *rm| 


2.50  I T  ROIWIIIIBIT  NETWORK  HANDICAP  CHASE 

{E*k697: 3m)  (5  rumas)-  -  - 


%  JISIJ  PgngADg« BJFAS)  !Oota  uyong)  s Erie 9-11-13 — . .  C  Maude  ffl 

|  ®S  l 

SO»  13M42  BJMW_CTHK15(WAS)lATIW^jn«7.i(H_..  _“apKJ  98 
RS)  (Ujflaeh  Boadaodt)  C  Brocks  10-10-2..  .  DGte^har  97 


H5  32eXU>  OBBBiOUKBfS 
BETTBa  2-1  Befly'i  Bq  94  Gokfen  ScWer  5-2  Derira  ftw  M  Rnrany  Creak  10-1  Big  Ben  (km 

FORM  FOCUS 


DEXIRA  DOVE  33W  5tt  toll  to  Coam  HI  n 
Htmwy  Gold  Cm  at  Kateiy  13to  2f  lUfcjoodl 

•  W  tost  peqtttod  BBtoB  GOtOaSPMfifbM 

Ataam)  The  Hm  9  m  7 -nener  banfcap  chase  at 
teriray  (2m  41.  good)  BETTY'S  BOY  211 2nd  to 
4  to  Yartstae  Baft  m  randteap  chase  at  Chelten- 


tam  Ctoi  11  good  to  ftm)  ROMANY  CREBC  W 
M  m  7  to  Danl  TolJ  The  ^nto  in  Ivxlcad  chan  at 
Wentam  (3m  110*.  mod).  BK  BEM  DUN  7W 
W  to  5  to  Otrdi  Law  in  femfcop  dose  ai 
Skafad  (3m  41.  nod) 

SteKfiorc  GDLDEfTsP«NSt 


3.20  C00D  JOS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£5.592:  2m  5()  (6  ruraws) 


ni  JK245-  LUCKY  BLUE  3Q7JG5)  (F  Nemnat)  s  Erie  9-11-10 _ M  A  R&mrttt  go 

602  1611-11  TULLYMDRRY  TDfF  37  f. G)  M  Msoal  J  Jerterton  5-11-7  E  CattlAan  (31  96 

^  PI®11  Sm*fcni « _  ctoS  So 

S?  J Jwtas  7-10-13  . .  G  Bradley  97 

6^  11-2541  BffiFORD  StMJuM  15  C0LF,G)  (Brigrd  dwsodd  j  roniin.i  4-1IL3  PHn  SH 
®8&  3Am  SHMM  DUST  17  (C.OS)  (R  Sorter  Tice)  l*a  H  KiegH  7-10-1  .  R  JotiroS  - 
BmWG.EwMTriyniny  Toll  4-1  Baton  Sweraje  9-2  Rnawy  Pea  7-1  Stem  OtsL  8-Uus*|  toaa  14-1 


FORM  FOCUS 


.  \  -  ^ 


TUU.YWWY  TOT  be*  Hyttori'a  Choice  3VM  In 

ssa’W.xisssas.ufcE 

at  Ascot  i2m.  good  to  tom)  oa  tad  axrpfcM 


Mag.  BARFORD  S0VB1BGH  tear  PManottt- 
mtel  9  In  9-rurna  haDdtoaphinge  a)  Fatanftam 
(an  4L  flood).  STORM  DU§T  4P4I  GBi  at  9  to 
Uh  Etpal  to  bMBop  hMdle  *  (totenadan  Qn 
nay.  good  to  sort). 

SteMtmr  BARFORD  S0VB(B» 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAIN  BiS 

J  Fassttni 
C  Man 
f  Dmnea 
P  tSdtofc 
D  IftMam 
K  Beley 


Wte  Rm  \  JOCKEYS 

3  |  500  J  <htame 

3  J  333  j  fctton 

3  9  33.3  N  Wftemson 

A  IG  313  MARtmnl 


a  16  313  MARtqmid 

H  59  268  A  P  McCoy 

12  SS  213  C  MWB 


Winners  Rides  <1 

2T  111  24  3 

3  13  231 

12  59  203 

1?  so  iag 

B  44  1U 

3  21  14.3 


3.35  BRANHAM  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(SZS45: 2m)  (9) 


3.15  PRESTON  TOWER  STANDARD  OPffl 
NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (El  .138: 2m)  (7) 


□  The  meetings  at  Hereford, 
Huntingdon,  Market  flasen. 


Sedgefiefd,  Wi 
hmuptonwere 
of  frost 


and  Wotver- 
ned  because 


Whitworth  completes  double 


?  10  LN3  J3S  272  (D.Fl  LSr.  U  Xswtey  4-rt-H  . . .  fl  trig 

t  143  HwTT.  SCLSIA  10  'D3F.GJ  L  Faro  6-IVrt  .  BSttoy 

;  CCTTjTOY,*.  BUT  [p:  S  SsiSere  5-11-4 . U  Fosasr 

«  3CC  ^JntSWEMOVHar^treS-TU  -  -  ••  R  Gartfy 

5  -Sttfr  ;  lr  5-Ti-i  .  .  .  (LSmati 

Z  M  SAL54  52AEHievi=Tjre  <-10-13.  C  McConrack  (7) 
"  7H!EA»rSra22!y?VJS05-!3-T3  ....  UCltt 

vjrt  'i.“i  Sera  ^  toe,  tomra.  6-1  Satom  Bossn.  xi-t 
CfTKMl  it.  ’J-"  T*e  £t'.f  2J-!  itrri;  Sof® 


teoey  4-12-0  -  Ptteaa 


Ic4-'l.9  AMjgtea 
11-9  _  .  ..  A  Dobbin 
C-11-7.  ASSntti 
■Tetl  .  DJteftB 
W?...  RWfanson  (7) 
'  it latttfiri 

1-0 .  PCrijeny 

.  JFTter 


be8an  ^  flashed  on  another  after  a 

collision  in  a  race  at  Caulfield  m  Melbourne  Andrew  Pavne.  an 
apprentice,  was  thrown  out  of  his  saddle  when  m 


WiXiCn  X  7.?£aaarow.  9-2  HAm  cML  5->  MtJtt  ROB  ?■« 
6nsnon  !0-i  *«i ii  K*si  12.:  5Jj  Uewv  16-1  ottax 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


JacAoot:  £11,60430  (060  wugifaig  nek- 
(ter.  pool  ri  ES.6S032  curried  toward  to 
Korbpton  Park  today). 

Pta ccpct  S37230.  Ouadpot  £2930. 


SIMON  WHITWORTH,  the 
jockey,  and  Gary  Moore,  the 
Trainer,  celebrated  a  14-1  Box¬ 
ing  Day  double  ar  Lingfield 
Park  yesterday.  The  pair  won 
with  Royal  Carlton  (4-1)  and 
Waikiki  Beach  (241. 

Whitworth  rode  47  winners 
in  a  season  as  an  apprentice 


but  as  a-  fully-fledged  jockey. 
43  had  been  his  previous  best. 
Yesle relay's  double  put  him  on 
45.  Royal  Cari&on  obliged  in 
the  Santa  Claus  Maiden 
Stakes  and  -Waikiki  Beach  did 
likewise  in  the  second  division 
of  the  Epiphany  Claiming 
Stakes. 


TRWEHS.  U  .-arrovi  S  irwi  1m  133  inonarx.  79  4%  N 
:Ka.'a,£h«7*:.Z56*j  EPain  eiaroia  irrv  Mr; M Rndn. 
*.n ?jr-  4?  “  " yjrirfi.  ii  tti£a  i*rv L uoga b tom 


TflASCRS  ATumefi.  3  mmws  hr.  &  tenet  50D%,  D  NcMttn. 
i" ban 52  32H  MrsMRew«.«?irtKl6/.ZBt%.G(Wtedi. 
2."  tom  113  23J*.  TEjaBfiY.  7bcffl3t30SV.JH*too».  M 

itewwn 


1997 
NATIONAL  HUNT 
FESTIVAL 


11TH«12THa13TH  MARCH 


JOCKEYS' Z  irrtr.  frsa  Ti  fiflej,  27J\  »»  6  BMW  4 
2 Lr.*i  '  Y-rc  32  219V  0  Part*  8  bom  *J. 

1? «.  6  Sotw.  -P  •■zr.  y.i  14K  J  Bote.  3  tom  23. 130V  M 
Ustaz;  s  ~.z~.  t£.  Ti 


JOCKEYS.  P  Cit»n  5  wawro  tm  ia  W5«  2T6V.  ?  V*m. « 
tr=ffi  V3.Z5n.  AWraw.2lrtamB9  Z3fi%  D  J  MoBri.  3  bom  . 
IS  itBVADflBto.lSbsm*  155V  LOltea.  3 ton 22. 1 36V 


hT.VjrallJTiJ^l 


BUNKERED  FIRST  TIME.-  Kcrrpton  Pork  3  2d  Ovus  LeaMrtto- 
toan.  1225  Sctb-i  'i,e si  iSw  Tel  The  F&ffcX  2.3S  NuaHtf. 
bfcnaa tourgtt  ’.35  R»-.gr?re  SwOwbI  215  fitted  Ocean. 
Wrifterfejr  '  K  Cthk  ;  9tee  W*=ttefta6s7uny.  DteJMo  DasH 


□  There  wifl  be  an  extra  meeting  on  the  afl- 
wcather  Flat  track  at  lingSdd  Park  on 
Monday.  The  British  Horseiacmg  Board  has 
arranged  the  fixture  to  ccanhat  the  effects  of 
the  cold  weather. 


CLUB  £37.50  (THURS  £40) 
SALES  CLOSE  JAM  1ST 
-(81242)226228?- 

CHELTENHAM 

RACECOURSE 


QitPSTOW  101  201 

mm  102  ^ 

KY  W  S 

LEICESTER  104  2(M 
MUSSftB'GH  105  90S 


/  t-;V^ 


.■Pf 


ran  I); 


i'is  ca 


VJZTto 


■s\- 


•-3? sw:-ra 


.'V 

•v. 


w  wm.-wiws  fljajrar  star-  Maricnester  uffitef. 


OS 


0 


I 


*> 


Jh 


the  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 

RAcingI- 


SPORT  29 


BEFORE  CONSIDERING  SECOND  BLUE  RIBAND  ATTEMPT 


.  By  Julian  Muscat 

LIKE  a  nostalgic  Christmas 
production,  the  nation's  lore 
affair  with  greys  was  revived 
at  Kempton  yesterday  when 
One  Man  galloped  to  his 
second  successive  victory- in 
the  Fertetnps  King  George  VI 
Chase.  Desert  Orchid  led  out 
the.  parade  and  his  heir  appar¬ 
ent  led  diem  home  after  an 
exhibition  of  precision  fencing  •- 
in  course  record  time.  • 

In  a  ruthless  examination, 
Mr  Mulligan  forced  the  pace 
to  extremes  only  One  Man 
could  match.  Rough  Quest. 
Strong  Promise  and  Barton 
Bank  withered  away  as  Mr 
Mulligan:  excited  his 
suppporters  when  stretching 
dear an  the  turn  for  home.  But 
Richard  Durrwoody,  riding 
the  grey  with  measured  assur- 


2.15  POTTEMPS  KING  GEORGE  VI 
CHASE  (Gfwtah  £63^25;  3mj 
ONE  MAN  &  a  Rammer  Man  -  Siam  On 
{J  Hates)  8-11-10  R  Dumoody  (B-13  tov; 
The  Timas  Private  HandteappeCs  tes 
rating)  ■  f. 

Rough  Quest  b  g  Crash  Course  -  Our 
Queer  (A  Wasra)  10-11-10  M  A  Rtzgerau 
(♦■1)  2. 
Barton  Bank  fcr  g  Kembalda  •  Lucifer's 
Dajghter  (Mrs  J  Maid)  10-11-10  A 
MagJte  (10-1)  3. 

ALSO  RAN-  6  Strong  Promfaa  13-2 
Mr  Midgan  (f).  S  ran.  NR:  CoUdht  Be 
Better.  Nahthcm  Lad.  TryYig  Am»v  12. 0. 
cfat  GRtehenteatOneynaKe/TbiB-CiSO; 
£1.10,  £200.  DFr  £2. «)  CSF  £304. 


ance.  retrieved  the  deficit  with 
no  apparent  effort-  The  eight- 
year-old  moved  alongside 
three  fences  from  home,  went 
ahead  soon  after  and  drew 
away  from  Mr  Mulligan  be¬ 
fore  that  rival  crashed  out  at 
the  final  fence. 

It  looked  entirely  straight¬ 
forward.  bat  the  strain  told  as 
One  Man  visibly  tired  in  the 
dosing  stages.  Indeed,  so  em¬ 
phatic  was  his  performance  to 
that  point  that  his  laboured 
passage  up  this  short,  unde¬ 
manding  run-in  proved  the 
most  fascinating  aspect  of  a 
race  depleted  beforehand  by 
three  withdrawals  on  account 
of  fast  ground. 

While  he  may  one  day 
match  Desert  Orchid's  four 
victories  in  this  event.  One 
Man's  prospects  of  emulating 
his  feat  of  by  winning  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  appear 
remote.  He  already  has  one 
igiommious  failure  against 
hisname. 

The  point  obviously  played . 
on  the  minds  of  One  Man’s 
connections.  Cheltenham’s 
lure  so  transcends  all  others  in 
National  Hunt  racing  that 
John  Hales,  who  owns  One 
Man.  even  alluded  to  the  Gold 
Cup  in  the  moment  of  celebra¬ 
tion.  “The  horse  has  now  won 
a  Hennessy  and  this  race 
twice,"  he  said,  “but  what 


The  grey.  One  Man,  dears  the  water  jump  majestically  in  company  with  Strong  Promise  before  taking  command  in  yesterday’s  King  George  VI  Chase  at  Kempton 


happened  at  Cheltenham  was 
so  disappointing.  Everyone 
has  their  own  opinion  about 
why  he  ran  so  badly  but  we 
couldnever  put  our  finger  on 
it  I  was  just  delighted  to  bring 
him  home  safe  and  sound.” 

Perhaps  the  most  telling 
detail  was  the  expression  on 
Don  woody’s  face  as  he  en¬ 
tered  the  winner's  enclosure.  If 
a  hint  of  a  smile  pursed  his 
•  lipsin  recognitions  his  fourth 
King  George  victory ,  his  mind 
was  otherwise  engaged.  “He 
tied  up  a  bit."  the  jockey  said. 
“Half  of- it  was  due  to  him 
idling  and  maybe  the  other 
half  was  because  he  was 
coming  to  the  end  of  his  tether. 
After  a  performance  like  that, 
he  was  entitled  to  get  a  bit 
tired." 

•  Tiredness  may  also  have 
accounted  for  Mr  Mulligan's 


ill-deserved  departure  at  the 
fetal  fence.  ‘  Tony  McCoy 
blamed  himself  for  precipitat¬ 
ing  the  foil  of  the  raw-boned 
chestnut  “I  tried  to  shorten  his 
stride  but  I  let  him  get  in  too 
close  to  the  fence."  he  said. 

Rough  Quest,  who  profited 
from  Mr  Mulligan's  fell  to 
take  second  place,  was 


allowed  to  coast  home  unex¬ 
tended  from  the  final  fence. - 
Yet  he  may  even  have  dosed 
the  gap  on  One  Man,  who 
officially  won  by  12  lengths. 
The  Grand  National  winner 
acquitted  himself  well  but 
Midc  Fitzgerald,  who  rode  the 
horse,  reported  his  mount  was 
never  happy.  “He  hated  the 


ground.  He  was  jumping  and 
hanging  left  all  the  way.”  he 
said. 

Intriguingly.  Rough  Quest 
is  scheduled  to  dash  with  One 
Man  in  the  Pillar  Chase  at 
Cheltenham  next  month.  Gor¬ 
don  Richards,  who  trains  One 
Man.  is  anxious  to  trial  the ' 
horse  at  Prestbury  Park  before 


committing  him  to  the  Gold 
Cup.  “If  he  cant  win  that  race 
then  I  don’t  think  he’ll  be 
winning  a  Gold  Cup.”  he  said. 
The  horse  was  brilliant  today 
and  I’d  like  to  enjoy  this  before 
thinking  about  his  next  race.” 

Thai  next  outing  should 
dissolve  some  of  the  many 
theories  advanced  for  One 


Doumen  plans  return  of  Djeddah 


FRANCOIS  DOUMEN  has  won  the 
King  George  four  times,  but  did  not  have 
a  runner  in  yesterday’s  renewal  How¬ 
ever,  the  French  trainer  still  left  his  mark 
cm  the  meeting  by  saddling  Djeddah  to 
win  the  Pertemps  Recruitment  Partner¬ 
ship  Fdtfaam  Novices’  Chase. 

Djeddah  stayed  on  gamely  to  beat  One 
Man's  stable  companion.  Solomon’s 
Dancer,  by  a  length.  The  promising 


chaser  could  now  return  to  Kempton  for 
the  Racing  Post  Chase  as  a  prelude  to  a 
possible  trip  to  the  Cheltenham  Festival 
Doumen  is  not  resting  on  his  laurels 
however.  He  saddles  two  more  interest¬ 
ing  contenders  at  today's  S unbury  Park 
meeting  Fly  Fishing  who  has  won  his 
last  two  starts,  runs  in  the  Pertemps 
Caledonian  Juvenile  Novices’  Hurdle, 
while  Vol  Par  Nuit  lines  up  for  the 


Ptolemps  Cream  Novices  Chase.  The  fast 
ground  yesterday  resulted  in  See  More 
Business  and  Fine  Thyne  being  pulled 
out  of  Djeddah’s  race  with  the  former’s 
trainer.  Paul  Nicholls,  less  than  happy 
with  conditions.  “Firstly,  it’s  too  quick 
and,  secondly,  it's  frozen  in  places  and.  in 
my  opinion,  unraceable.  Four  of  us 
walked  round  and  we  all  came  to  the 
same  conclusion,”  he  said. 


Man's  appalling  record  at 
Prestbury  Park.  Richards  ac¬ 
cepted  One  Man  may  just  be 
short  of  stamina  for  the  Gold 
Cup;  he  has  mooted  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  running  in  the  Cham¬ 
pion  Chase  over  two  miles. 
However,  as  he  contemplates 
his  options.  Richards  is  bound 
to  reflect  on  One  Man'S  record 
at  the  spiritual  home  of  jump 
racing. 

One  Man  has  won  all  his 
completed  starts  over  fences  — 
with  the  exception  of  his  two 
outings  at  the  Cheltenham 
Festival  His  growing  legion  of 
supporters  concede  that  does 
not  inspire  confidence,  but 
they  will  doubtless  take  conso¬ 
lation  from  the  fact  that  Desert 
Orchid  endured  far  greater 
tribulations  at  Cheltenham 
before  landing  the  Gold  Cup 
in  1989. 


Fixtures 
feel  chill 
as  frost 
strikes 

THE  Boxing  Day  pro¬ 
gramme  was  severely  hit 
by  the  weather  for  the 
second  successive  season. 
Nine  of  the  11  scheduled 
meetings  were  lost  a  year 
after  all  ten  meetings  fell  to 
the  weather.  Only  Kemp¬ 
ton  Park  and  ungfieid’s 
all-weather  programme 
survived. 

Ayr.  Newton  Abbot  ami 
Wincamon  were  called  off 
on  Wednesday,  and  frost 
was  the  cause  of  Hereford. 
Huntingdon.  Market  Ras- 
en,  Sedgefidd.  Wetherby 
and  Wolverhampton  being 
abandoned  yesterday. 

Frost  has  already  made 
inroads  into  today’s  racing 
with  Chepstow  and  Lei¬ 
cester  falling  victim  to  the 
cold  snap  yesterday.  Chep¬ 
stow  was  particularly  hard 
hit,  losing  the  Coral  Welsh 
National  meeting  for  the 
third  year  in  a  row.  The 
Welsh  National  will  not  be 
switched  to  another  course, 
as  it  was  in  199*1. 

Inspections  are  planned 
at  Wetherby  (7  JO).  Mussel¬ 
burgh  (7 JO)  and  Kempton 
(8.00).  A  spokesman  for 
Kempton  said:  There  is 
the  possibility  of  low  tem¬ 
peratures  and,  as  we  have 
raced  today,  the  ground 
has  been  opened  up  so  the 
frost  can  get  in." 

Hopes  of  raring  at 
Musselburgh  are  high.  “It 
is  perfectly  raceable  today 
but  there  is  some  frost 
forecast  overnight,"  the 
derk  of  the  course,  Mark 
Kershaw,  said  yesterday. 
“To  keep  people  informed 
we  will  have  a  precaution¬ 
ary  inspection,  but  we  are 
very  hopeful  of  racing." 

Wetherby  inspects  at 
7  JO  after  losing  its  Boring 
Day  fixture.  A  spokeswom¬ 
an  said:  "Hopefully  the 
frost  won’t  be  as  bad 
tonight  There  are  some 
showers  forecast." 

Prospects  are  not  bright 
for  the  turf  meetings  to¬ 
morrow  with  inspections 
already  planned  at  Folke¬ 
stone  (noon  today)  and 
Huntingdon  (3.00  today). 

Frost  is  also  threatening 
Newbury  tomorrow.  “We 
have  frost  in  the  ground." 
the  derk  of  the  course, 
Richard  Pridham,  said  yes¬ 
terday.  “It  is  doubtful 
whether  we  could  have 
raced  today.  There  is  more 
frost  forecast,  so  it  depends 
on  what  the  daytime  tem¬ 
peratures  get  up  to.  We  will 
just  have  to  wait  and  see 
what  happens  over  the  next 
couple  of  days." 


Klairon  Davis  can  get  back  on  track 


By  Our  Irish  Racing 
Correspondent 

KLAIRON  DAVIS,  the  Quren 
Mother  Champion  Chase  win¬ 
ner.  attempts  to  get  his  cam¬ 
paign  back  an  track  in  the 
McCain  Handicap  Chase  at 
Leopardstown  today.  A  taller 
at  PUnchestown  on  his  last 
appearance,  the  Arthur 
Moore-trained  gelding  was 


beaten  by  Fiftyseven channels 
in  a  three-horse  race  at 
Leopardstown  on  his  seasonal 
debut 

Klairon  Davis,  who  took 
time  to  find  his  form  last 
season,  has  to  concede  up¬ 
wards  of  19b  to  four  oppo¬ 
nents  but  should  be  up  to  the 
task  provided  his  jumping 
improves-  “I  have  no  doubts 
about  Klairon  Davis’s,  jump¬ 


ing  and  I  am  confident  his  fell 
at  Punchestown  was  just  a 
blip,"  Moore  said  yesterday. 
Merry  Gale  ran  his  best  race 
since  returning  from  injury  in 
that  Punchestown  race  but 
today's  trip  of  2\  miles  is 
short  of  his  best. 

Moore  and  his  stable  jockey. 
Francis  Woods,  could  com¬ 
plete  a  double  with  Whale  Of 
A  Knight,  who  is  highly 


THUNDERER 

1ZS  Spirit  Dancer.  12L55  TeB  Tho  Nipper.  1.25 
Klairon  Davis.  2.00  Istabraq.  2.35  New  Co.  3.10 
HumbeL  3.40  Be  My  Pleasure. 


GOING:  YIELWN6 


12.25  TOTE  ACCOUNT  HURDLE 

(£4,110: 2m)  (18  runners) 

1  0351  SPMTO«KfflZr(ff|SML»BBll-a - SCLjras 

2  2423  CfflTDTBFDKWrtMW. — - Htewoga? 

3  3043  C0»«AMCHB«£Br2DAJUrt»1W -  JPBndafck 

4  2400  RttCOtrs RUE iMFJTeoman  10-7 - PLtatatB 

5  0  GHMESZ7C  Rod*  10-7..  — ---- — r-  ■  _  - 

6  0103  [RATAH  22  K  PrandagEi  10-?.  . . --  APtwieJ 

7  003F  LOUGH SIAIM 22 KPtettn**  10-7 - -  JSw* 

8  S3*  HASCMBfTO  1B2F  F  ftsrj  IQ-7.  - COUwjg 

9  0330  WflWEECU«E122F A PtP&tallW - CF|W» 

10  2100  ROYAL kflDVAA 37 J F EtaflBf  10-7  - -  OTPwjs 

11  0244  SIGMA  CONUS  aEFBKMto  107 

12  4348  VICTORY  BClfD  144F  G  T  Hangan  10-7 - f  Woods 

13  4000  BWE  PBBJBCT40  T  G  Ifc&Ml  10-2  ... - _H  Rogers 

14  I  F€RH  RHJJS  6SF  K  Presfiargas  TO-2  — - I  Browne  (7) 

15  00D  6ALE  BOTT  41  P  MdttB  10-2 - TPTteag 

16  O-OD  LADY PATREt 62F E LPTO  - PBgfoffl 

17  0220  SARAH'S  GUEST  22  (B)  N  Unde  UK?  — - ^  H 

18  5850  urtASSSTED  ZD  V  &MB  10-2 - ■- - 8  Bombs  (3) 

54  SpW  gnu.  7-1  Com*  CWonay.  B-1  ten  Stats.  itM  Fw  Ffcfc 
SSwSpstW-l  SWft's  6 Sjgia  p»*s.  1B-T  riten. 

1 2.55  CHaTDfflAH  GOLD  CARD 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  QUAUFIBt 

(£5.430;  3m)  (15) 

I  i  SsaH&s 
j  2  *aasiTO“ss5@^S 

I  m+2  fijSv  utf  WfPIAifcD  WM—— *«■-  DJCwy 

las  E^ass$£==.’8a 

!S  2551  »,  wia.StacLYflmBW5^ WaM  &*» 

<•!  tea  me  nm,  m  ■ 

bate  KM  BHoMm.  >7-1 


;  s  assBa^sftw-ijva-c 

4-S  Klim  Csk  «  mai  ******  ^ 


2.00  1ST  CHOICE  NOVICE  HURDLE 

(£9.675: 2m  2f)  (6)  - 


0512  oam  LOOSE  20  B.! 
0231  THE  SCHOLARS  12 
11IT  USSDEPAOR40I 
1012  ALL  DC  VOWELS  SJ 


TJX*AS-n-8 _ Mr  A  J  Marta 

WPIMks 5-11-6.  RDwaiDOdv 

Af  OOmnWi-O - JBufcrp) 

*■'  5-114 ! —  JPBrodattX 


.  -221  BTABRAQ2SJHAf0r8Hen 4-11-3 - CFSwn 

6  1112  RAIETIE26 (S3) WPAUta  4-11-7  ^  —  0J  Casey 

4-6  kstftaq.  9-*  uss  Or  P*r.  6-1  PaUa.  U-i  48  tke  Vtacft.  IE-1  Dnc 
Scta&Tai-l  OalpN  Lodga 

2.35  PADDY  POWER  HAWICAP  KlsiS3 

CHASE  (£44.050: 3m)  (17) 

1  1525  FEATH8SD GALE 27 (F&S) ALT ttneO-12-O 

MrJTMMman 

2  3015  AWTIBei  50  ffASJMnS  A  Bcrrnfl  8-11-10 - KVMan 

3  PF21  LORSSnGAPORE40pAJJMfs6B-11-7 - DJI 

4  OOW  MiAfKB  GAS)  PA  Mr  11-114 - TJI 

5  3442  SECOND  SCHEDUAL  20  ff.GS)  WnAltUettSHn  11-11-3 

Ur  GJ  Harford 

G  1100  MnUlEHDE40(6S)  A  LTMxn  6-11-2-  - . F Woods 

7  1V6  BAU.VWHE  LAO  27  (FAS)  A  POWtai  7-10*12 - - 

8  2320  TRVHBOM  27  (F&5  VBmaa  7-KM1  — -■ - BBoaos 

9  31F2  teST40(aS)HMwte7-lM - KFOUriao 

10  «DP  LOVE  AWP0RTH1 40  (FAS)  JJOTam  8-10-9 

DHCTCoaeor 


UCaaay 

IMkM 


14  4063  TOeHJBA!«l20(6lS3EJ08aih9-1IM—  Rl 

15  F403  TOPICAL H> 6 (G)JEVfc*Bn7-lM - - - -  - 

16  £6111  BEATMSEC0MO34a5AP0WenB.nl - CFSaan 

17  3313  0AMWGVB»fl3f.a5]£iieltnnfr9-l2-..  .  J  Jones 
3-1  Nw  Co.  6-1  Motto,  7-1  Santa  SdetaL  5-1  Uni  Sewn.  10-1  Bad 
Tba  Second.  Weta  sje.  12-1  Hata.  Topol  Tip.  14-1  gem 


3.1  0  ARBORETUM  GARDEN  CENTRE  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (3-Y-Q:  £4,110: 2m)  (12) 

1  4S4  BUKHARI 27 C Mb  11-7 - COthaysr 


2  1000  WMBB. SSf OK WeM  11-7  ..i - RDtlNMdy 

3  5000  BARLEY IEAD0W 41  TGMcCota  11-2 — . - HRonas 

6000  BUE  WAVE  130  TMita  11-2 - ' - RIWb 

42  BOSS Q0n£ 34  MF«bo)S  11-2 - - CF&Wl 

CHATBUi  MjVTOI  A  L  T  Mootb  11-2 _ F  Woods 

;  S  OCX MCC#AWn2W2ltolRS  11-2...  . —  tucasty 

SM  GBITLE MOSSY  19 JJffCmtr  11-2- _ DHOtonr 

ms  HUS&J  M  F  Mstb.11-2 _ — J  Shod! 

•  TOURWfrTUfiTlE  W  P  JWta*  11-2 - -  - 

050  BRUEKETTA  480F  P  lUta  10-ti . .  TP  Tracy 

.  5  TIDAL RWCS5 15 W M Roper  10-11 - DTEwns 

4-5  AsM  7J  ta*Do»M.3-1  BriM.  eaCaltatay.  1k»  Prtaaa.  14-1  Sba 

VtatfinriMM  16-1  saw. 


3.40  [HIPAflDSraWN  ANNUAL  BADGE  HUSH 

NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE 

(£3,082: 2m)  (7) 

,  01/0  KA5/AHASS DREAM  13 JDD E IfcWie 7- 

I JSS  iTAWift _ 

4  EB1  snawra/M  12 (8) j F aeesn 4-11-13 - HrPftatai 

5  TBtfEST  GALE  U IW  7-1T-11 : _ Mr  A  K  Wyse  (7) 

|  i  BE  lIYfl^ASURE  54(B)  SOW®  4-1 1-8 


OBlfcWSe 7-124  MrHfOay 
MrOMnane 


WSsnOOBAam 

*  J  0002  SHANNON  SALE  30  CIMH  4-H4 - ta  B  EfcC  (7) 

74  Ba  Mr  fTeeaen.  3-1  Bow  0ta._7;?  tannofa  ft®n.  6-1  anoi  (Me, 
saanmn.  varar  B»r.  “* 


regarded,  in  the  £S0.000-add- 
ed  Paddy  Power  Handicap 
Chase.  The  seven-year-old 
looked  to  have  a  similarly 
valuable  handicap  sewn  up  at 
last  April’s  Punchestown  Fes¬ 
tival  when  felling  four  fences 
out  He  has  had  just  one  run 
since  at  Faiiyhouse,  but 
Moore  is  confident  that  Whale 
Of  A  Knight  is  in  peak  form 
for  today's  valuable  event 

Istabraq,  another  weUrre- 
garded  horse,  was  highly  im¬ 
pressive  in  a  novice  hurdle  at 
Fairyhouse  earlier  this  month 
and  is  considered  a  banka-  for 
the  Cheltenham  FtestivaL 
Istabraq  showed  useful  form 
on  the. Flat  for  John  Gosden 
and  has  adapted  very  smooth¬ 
ly  to  timber.  He  should  start  at 
odds  on  for  tiie  1st  Choice 
Novice  Hurdle  and  looks  to 
have  an  excellent  chance. 

Cheltenham  will  also  be  on 
the  mind  of  trainers  with 
entries  in  the  Gold  Card 
Handicap  Hurdle  Qualifier 
run  today.  The  John 
Mulhem-trained  Mihonfidd 
has  not  run  for  nearly  seven 
weeks  but  is  reported  to  be  in 
good  order  and  may  be  the 
answer  to  an  especially  tricky 
contest  for  punters. 

Danoli  set  up  a  possible 
dash  with  Imperial  Call  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup  win¬ 
ner.  with  an  impressive  vic¬ 
tory  in  the  Denny  Gold  Medal 
Chase  at  Leopardstown  yes¬ 
terday.  The  Tom  Foley-trained 
griding  .stormed  home  six 
lengths  dear  of  British  chal¬ 
lenger  Land  Afar  with  his 
jockey.  Tommy  Treaty,  pun¬ 
ching  the  air  in  delight  well 
before  the  line. 

“He  has  proved  a  lot  of 
people  wrong,"  Foley  said 
after  Danoli  had  made  his 
only  slight  mistake  at  the 
fourth  fence  in  the  twomile- 
one-furlang  contesL“He  learnt 
from  his  fell  at  Punchestown 
and  will  continue  to  learn.  He 
will  go  for  every  race  available 
to  him  and  distance  wont  be  a 
worry." 

One  of  Danoli's  targets  is 
the  Hennessy  Gold  Cup  at 
Leopardstown  on  February  2 
in  which  he  could  meet  Imper¬ 
ial  Call.  But  Foley  has  yrt  to 
deride  which  race  Danoli  will 
contest  at  the  Cheltenham 
Festival. 


Sheehan  on  bridge 

- - 


By  Robert  Sheehan 

BRIDGE  CORRESPONDENT 

Last  week  I  discussed  suit- 
preference  signals  when  you 
were  giving  your  partner  a 
ruff.  This  Refresher  describes 
their  use  in  No-Trump  con¬ 
tracts.  When  you  are  knocking 
out  the  declarer's  stoppers, 
you  can  often  indicate  where 
your  entry  is  by  the  sfee  of  card 
you  use.  A  high  card  indicates 
your  entry  is  in  a  higher 
ranking  suit,  and  vice  versa. 

The  Bidding  has  been  North 
One  Club.  South  I  NT.  North 
3  NT. 

♦  KQ3 
▼  K2 
»K2 

*KOJ1DBB 


spades.  This  might  be  the  lay¬ 
out: 


*KQ3 
▼  K2 
«K2 

+  KQJ1098 


»J10S72 

*543 

♦  A  54 

•  76 


iv 


«A« 

V 109876 

4J10083 
•  A 


*  J  10873 
VA54 

♦  75 

•  765 


As  West  you  lead  the  jack  of 
spades  against  3  NT.  Declarer 
plays  the  king  from  dummy. 
East  takes  the  ace  and  returns 
the  nine.  How  do  you  defend? 
Clearly  you  must  overtake  tiie 
nine,  as  if  it  is  your  partner’s 
last  spade  declarer  could  shut 
out  the  suit  by  ducking  if  you 
play  low.  As  your  entry  is  in 
hearts  rather  than  diamonds, 
you  play  the  jack  of  spades.  If 
declarer  lets  you  hold  the  trick, 
you  reemphasise  fee  message 
by  clearing  spades  with  the 
ten. 

Now  assume  you  had  the 
ace  of  diamonds  instead  of  the 
ace  of  hearts.  This  time  you 
would  play  the  ten  of  spades 
on  the  nine,  and  if  that  held 
continue  with  the  two  of 


*654 

•  AQJ 

*076 

•  5432 

Without  careful  signalling  by 
West,  it's  a  complete  toss-up 
which  red  suit  East  should 
play  when  he  wins  the  ace  of 
clubs. 

This  the  end  of  the  series  on 
signalling.  Don't  get  carried 
away  by  your  partner*  sig¬ 
nals:  in  most  cases  they  are  not 
the  critical  part  of  the  defence. 
A  defender  should  first  count 
the  declarer*  tricks,  then  the 
defenders'  tricks,  then  ask 
himself  "would  declarer  have 
done  this  if  he  had  that?”  Then 
“would  my  partner  have  done 
this  if  he  had  that?”  Only  at 
that  point,  if  he  is  still  in  doubt 
as  to  what  to  do,  should  he 
consider  what  his  partner’s 
signals  have  shown  him.  Of 
course  there  are  situations  in 
which  only  that  information 
will  enable  him  to  do  the  right 
tiling,  but  l  ean  assure  you  a 
top-class  pair  would  get  most 
defences  right  without  the  use 
of  signalling. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sprat  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saiurday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


BIBLICALS 

JEHOSHAPHAT 

a.  A  jumper 

b.  A  minor  prophet 
c  Akmg 

OBADIAH 

a.  A  minor  prophet 

b.  A  corrupt  judge 

c.  A  loyal  servant 


AMRAPHEl 

a.  An  angel 

b.  A  comforter  of  Job 

c.  Along 

BAANAH 

a.  The  land  of  Canaan 

b.  A  murderous  thug 

c.  The  taboo  on  shellfish 

Answers  on  page  36 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Hastings  preview 

Britain’s  top  ail-play-all  tour¬ 
nament  starts  at  Hastings 
tomorrow  with  a  field  includ¬ 
ing  top  British  grandmasters 
Michael  Adams.  Stewart  Con¬ 
quest  and  John  Nunn,  while 
tiie  foreign  opposition  is 
fronted  by  grandmaster 
Bogdan  Lalic.  Here  are  a 
couple  of  recent  wins  by  two  of 
the  likely  favourites.  Hastings 
runs  until  January  12  and  for 
those  readers  who  wish  to 
obtain  details  of  round  times, 
in  order  to  spectate  the  tourna¬ 
ment  office  can  be  contacted 
on  01424  439222. 

White:  Stuart  Conquest 
Blade  Robert  Beilin 
Donner  Memorial  1996 
King’s  Gambit 

1  b4  e5 

2  M  BXt4 

3  NB  06 

4  Bc4  h6 

5  b4  Bq4 

6  0-0  Nt6 

7  Nc3  Be? 

8  d4  c6 

9  Bd3  Qbfi 

10  Ne2  95 

11  c4  Qxb4 

12  Rbt  Qa5 

13  FM>7  N&07 

14  Bd2  008 

15  e5  dxe5 

16  <Jxe5  Bxt3 

17  exffi  Bc5+ 

18  Khl  Ne5 

19  Bt5  Bh5 

20  Oel  04) 

21  Nx14  NXC4 

22  Rd7  Black  resigns 


Diagram  of  final  position 


a  h 

White’s  attack  was  speculative 
and  Black's  best  would  have 
been  19  _.  Qxfo. 

White:  Michael  Adams 
Black:  Peter  Leko 
Cap  d'Agde  1996 

Trompovsky  Attack 


1 

d4 

NW 

2 

Bg5 

Ne4 

3 

BS4 

c5 

4 

f3 

Nt6 

5 

dxc5 

QsB-1 

6 

Nc3 

Qxc5 

7 

64 

96 

8 

Qd2 

d6 

9 

(WW) 

Bg7 

10 

Bh6 

0-0 

11 

h4 

Be6 

12 

h5 

N*h5 

13 

Bxg7 

Kxg7 

14 

94 

Ntfi 

15 

0)6+ 

Kg8 

16 

Ng&2 

Q12 

17 

65 

Rc8 

18 

exfb 

exf6 

19 

Nd5 

Bxd5 

20 

Qxh7+ 

Kta 

21 

Oh8+ 

Ke7 

22 

QxcB 

CMS 

23 

fiha 

Qe3+ 

24 

Kbl 

Black  resigns 

If  17  n .  dxe5  18  Ne4  wins  the 
black  queen. 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Pokrowski  — 
Staruchin.  USSR  1980.  Here 
White  found  a  clever  way  to 
bring  his  kingside  initiative  to 
a  favourable  conclusion.  What 
did  he  play? 


Solution  on  page  36 
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CORPORATE 

GOLF 

CHALLENGE 


1,000 


CHALLENGE 


^  ■  u 


JOIN  THEM 


A  C  Lloyd  (Bidders)  Lid 
ACM  Slipping  Lid 
ADAS 

AH3  Europe  (UK)  Ltd 
A1S  Vortshtra 
AOC  lntemattonal  Ltd 
ARC  International  PIG 
AT  A  T  Network  Systems  UK  Ud 
AXA  Equity  ft  Law 

Abbey  National  Benefit  ConsuBants  Ltd 
Abie  rreammems  &  Controls  LM 
Acco  EuropdPtotool 
Acoustafoam  Group 
Ar  Movwmenl  Dosky>  Ltd 
Aerospace 

Alan  Steel  (Asset  Management]  LM 
Ate*  Stewart  Paitnarst«p 
Alexander  Binzel  U  K  LU 
Alsou  Associates 
Anance  &  LMcester/GIra  Hank 
ABed  Dunbar 

AHed  Dunbar  (West  Mtdtand  Region) 

ATiad  Dunbar  (Ybrksiilre  Region) 

AHed  Dunbar  Assurance  (Head  Office) 

Abed  Dunbar  Assurance  (Swindon) 

Aflsop  Financial  Services 
Alms  &  Young 

Alpha  Precision  Eng  (Poofe)  Ltd 
Alaop  WBkmson 
AJusuism  UK  Ltd 
Alvu  Pic 

Amoco  (UK)  Exploration  Company 
Anglo  Hoft  Construction  Lid 
Apoito  Metals  (UK)  bruited 
Apofio  Video  FIm  Urn  Ltd 
Appieyard  Crtroan  Bradford 
Applied  Communications  Inc  Ltd 
Aqua-Gas  (V&iuas  &  Rttmgsl  Ltd 
Archer  Latara 
Armstrong  Watson  A  Co 
Arthur  Andersen 
Ashdown  Hurray  &  Co 
Aaaet  Management  Services 
Associated  Leisure  Ltd 
Associated  Nursing  Services  Pic 
Associated  Octal  Co  Lid 
Association  of  Independant  Tobacco  Spedafists 
Atlas  QektroniK 
Avis  Rent  A  Car 
Avon  &  Wiltshire  Health  Service 
Avon  Insurance 
BEW  (Auto  Products)  Ltd 
BHS 

B  M I  The  Park  Hospital 
B  P  Chemicals 
B  PCM  UK  Ltd 
B  R  Hodgson  Group  Umted 
BASF  He  Colours  &  Specialities  Dhr 
BOO  Stay  Hayward 

BP  CM  (UK)  Ltd 
BP  Sunbiny  . 

Bain  Hogg 
Baflbur  Beatty 
Bank  of  Montreal 
Banque  Partes  ■ 

Barcfeycard 
Barclays  Bank 

Bardoys  Bank  /  Cteoon  Hyde 
Barclays  Bade  South  East  Region 
Barclays  Lite  Assurance  Co  Lid 
Barclays  Vehicle  Management  Services 
Barkers  International  Communications  Ud 
Bass  Taverns  Limited 
Bates  Weston 
Bayer  Pic 

BeechooH  Stanleys 
Beacons  Business  Interiors 
Bell  A  Watson  (UK)  Pfc 
Bennett  Brooks  a  Co  Lanked 
Banoy  Unwed 

Benson  McGarvey  Henderson 
Bervwi  Lighten 
Binder  Hamiyn 

Brrmtngham  Manufacbatig  Jewelers  Ud 
Burranghem  Mfdshues  Mortgage  Services  Ltd 
BhckPlc 

Blockbuster  Video  UK  Ltd 
Bhie  Circle  Industries  Pic 
Booth  Welsh  Associates  Ltd 
Borax  Europe  LM 
Bowater  Bu3teess  Forms 
Sownng  Marsh  and  McLennan  Ltd 
Boyd  &  LWyd  Office  Supplies  * 

Brachets  Solictors 
Bradey  Lomas  Electrotofc  Landed 
Bndger  Packaging 
Brtssh  Anrays  Maintenance  Cantf 
British  Airways  Travel  Shops  Limited 
Bnbsh  Dental  Association 
Bnttsft  Mdtand 
British  tufkttand  Airways 
British  Pacing  Group 
British  Steel  Ptc 
BraokvaJe  Kitchens 
BnwrMs  Glass  Co.  LM 
Brawn  SNptoy  4  Co  LM 
Brunei  UK  LM 
Bryden  Johnson  4  Co 
Swk5ng  4  Propety  FbcWies  Management 
Bufwofl  Proroon  Engineers  Ltd 
Burrow  Keto  a  Associates  Ltd 
i;ury  4  Wafiers 
Business  Scaong  a  Desking 
Business  Systems  Group  Ltd 
Buzz  aeon  a  Co 
CBCOxtod 

CMC  Computer  Management  Group  (UK)  LM 
C-C-C  Group  Limted 
C  LC.  Group  Lid 
CML  LM 
CEF  Torquay 

CSI  Computing  Services  lor  industry  Lid 
CV7S  Ltd  Fundrai  Service  Group 
Catedoraan  System  Consuttants  Ud 
Can  Connocbona  LM 
Qatar  (tflj  Lid 
Comas  •  Budding  Materials 
Cempbel  RociMfi 
Canada  Mo 

Canary  Wharf  Management  Ltd 
Capital  Asset  Finance  Lmoad 
Caradon  Geni  United 
Camaud  Metataax  Chares  Pic 
Carpet  &  Ffcwrmg  (MxSands) 

Ca’xh gate  Components 
Cetc  Vacuum  Ltd 
Chancery  teairanca  Group 
Charles  Barren  Interiors 
Charted  Hussafl 
Charles  Tayter  &  Co  Ud 
Chaitdate  Homos 
Charterhouse  Titaey 
Chase 

Ghana;  Coqwatton  (UK)  Ud 
Chemical  Manufacture  and  Refining  LM 


Cheshire  Buktng  Society 
Chtaan  With  Leucaemia  Ud 
Chftetchurch  Investment  Management  LM 
CfttenkMA 
Citroen  Fleet 
Citroen  Scottish  Open 
Cky  Electneal  Factors  LM 
City  Index  Ud 

Otymax  Integrated  information  Systems  Ltd 
Cteremont  Business  Envkonmanl 
Clarke  Penny 

Clerical  Uadfcal  tavestmmS  Group 
Capline  Limited 
Clyde  A  Co 
Clyde  Petroleum  Pic 
Co-Operative  Insurance  Society 
Coca-Cola  5  Schweppes  Beverages 
CoBn  Budde  ft  Company 
Catania  -  Balnea  Insurance  Management 
Colour  Ubrary  Books  Limited 
Combined  insurance  Company  of  America 
Commercial  Union  Assurance 
Congregational  &  General  Ins.  Pic 
Conrad  RHttat 
Coopers  &  Lybrand 

Coiners  &  Lybrand  (South  Coast  Practice) 
CamhllUta 
Corporate  Rtefc  Pic 
Costain  Skantta  JV 
Coutts  &  Co 

Ceuta  Career  Coraitants 
Credit  Agricote 
Credt  Suisse 
Crests  instance  Brokers 
Crown  Windows 
Curas  Holt  LM 

Custembtand  tagredterta  LM 
D  Norman  &  Sons 
DFDS  Transport  LM 
OPSC  Executive  Search 
Dana  Gonmercial  Credit  Lnrtted 
Dantaf  Thwabes  Pfc 
Daniaco  Pack 

Data  Conedhnty  Semoea  LM 
Dote  Connection  LM 
Datastroam  International 
David  Patton  &  Sons  (N.L) 

Dsvenham  Grotte  Pfc 

OatattM  A  Touche 

Denenun  Trucks 

Denton  Hall  Soficdors 

Department  of  Eoonormc  Devetapment 

Derbyshire  BiAfing  Society 

Deny  Landscapes  &  Garden  Design 

Design  ft  innovation 

Devonport  Management  Limited 

DtcMnson  A  Co 

Digital  Co  Lid 

Digital  Equoment  Co  Ltd 

Dctoemran  -  Horsman 

Doig  ASmrth 

Donaldson  LuDdn  &  Jennutte 
Doncaster  Rugby  Union  Foo  tool  Club 
Dorm  and  Co.  ■ 

Dore  Metal  Services 
Dow  Chemical  Co  LM 
Dowell 

Dow  Janes  Teieraie 
Downie  WBoon  C.A. 

Drake  Tooling  8  Abrasives  LM 
Drains  Group  Ud 
Du  Pont  OIK)  LM 
Ortey  Stationary  Unfed 
Don  &  Bradstraet 
DuraeeH  Batteries  LM 
Dweficourt  LM 
EBS 

EX.  Smith  (Westhaven)  Ud 
ESSELM 
Eagle  Star  LBe 
East  Udtands  Airport 
Esaon  Pubic  Rotations  Lid 
Eds  Holdings  LM 
Edge&  EUson 
Edmundson  Bectrtoal  Ltd 
Edward  BWngun  (Sugar)  LM 
Edward  Lewis 
Elan  Computing 
Electneal  Review 
Sectrofox  Group  Ltd 
Emst  S  Young 

Essex  Steppmg  Services  Lan»d 

EstdataUd 

Eugerta  Lid 

Eurooqr 

Europa  -  European  Express  Limited 
Eversheds  I  East  Wtflands)  SoNcbors 
ExcaHiur  Group  Hakfinge  Ltd 
Exeo  Maneybrokmg  W<  LM 
E*pro  International  Graai  Ptc 
Expro  North  Sea  Ltd 
F  C  Foreman  &  Partners 
Fairways  LM 

Falcon  Panel  Products  Ltd 
Ptaemet  Limned 

Financial  Management  Bureau  LM 
FmntngLtd 
Ftmwnch  UK  Lid 
First  National  Bulking  Society 
RsWjum  Bauer 
Fitewitton  ptc 
Fleet  Financial  M  Ltd 
.  « (UK)  Ud 
Forties  &  Company 
FOrbas  &  Partners 
Forfao  -CP  Ltd 
Fork  Truck  Maintenance 
Foster  Lewis  Slone 
Foster  Yeoman  LM 
Four  Square  Division  of  Mara  UK  LM 
Frank  rtaCabe  Cwil  Engineering  Ltd 
Franttn  WaSams  4  FoyBDO  Stay 
Frodndcson  International  LM 
Frenkel  Toopng 

Fiodsham  Chairty  GoUWooden  Spoon  Chlge 
G  w  s  i  UK)  Shcpfinng  Ltd 
GEC  Plessey  Semtaonducrors 
GKNPic 

Garten  Engmeenng  Pic 
General  signal  Notworks 
Generate  des  Eaux 
Gerald  Limted 
Girtngs  Soaotarr. 

Gtasson  Group  rLancaster) 

Godsefl  Astiey  6  Poarce  LM 
Godwins  Limited 
Gran  a  Feed  Trade  Aaaodatfon 
Gram  Thornton 
Graystde  Limited 
Greenwoods  SoSotore 
Grcystono  Lbduro  LM 
GulPdtorco  IGB)  Ltd 
Guardian  insurance  Pic 
HP  S  S 

H  Turner  4  Son  Ltd 


H.M.  Customs  &  Excoa  -  Investigation  Dt 
H^.  Rpecyupment  Ltd 
HSBC  Gtabs  LM 
Hammond  Suddsxds 
Holcraw  Fax 

HaCtax  Property  Senrtcw 
Hanwafi  Landau 
Hancocks  HokfingsLM 
Hanison  Wife 

Hone  Strap  Equfcment  Liraaed 
Harvest  AgrtouktifM  Suppfies 
HteteUen  Nuttal  DtetnbUbon  Umted 
Havstet  Trust  Company  (International)  Led 
Hays  Express  Sendees 
Hays  Ftamwaale 
Hayward 

Helsby  Bectricaf  &  Bukdng  Smvtaaa 
Henry  Cooper  Masters  -  Btttteh 
Henry  Diaper  &  Co  LM 
Hewteon  Becks  8  Shaw 
Hextai  Erakkw  &  Co 
l-H  Price  Davison  LM 
Hodgsons 

Hottand  &  Sherry  Ud 
HrawywB*  Control  Systems  Ltd 
Hoogovens  Steel  Sendee  Centre  LM 
Hugh  James  Sototcrs 
Hyatt  Hotels  &  Resorts 
Hymans  Robertson  ConaAing  Aduartes 
IB  H  Euxten  HaB  Hospital 
IBC  Group  Pie 

IBH  Berkshire  Independent  Hospital 
IBM  Cumbrian  Hospital 
QH  Greater  Manchester 
iBH  MMand  Hospitals 
IBH  North  Down  Hospital 
tCL  Financial  Services . 

I  C  L  (North! 

IVECOFoid 
ITM  LM 

Ian  Scott  4  Company 
Iceland  Frozen  pfc 
Imperial  Tobacco  Undid 
InceftCo 

Industrial  Scaffold  Group  LM 
Intech  Pramattana  Ltd 
Intetyated  Engkneivig  Projects 
iniertace  Eumjje  LM 
Interior  PLC 

International  Petroteun  Exchange 
invtata  Radio  Group 
Ireland  Ftel^M  Services 
JHowittS  SonUd 
J  RottnchU  Aasnnanca  Pic 
J  T  Thorpe  &  Son  Ud 
JBA  (UKj  Unwed 
JET 

JR  Taylor  WNtoheal  LM 
Jacksons  Chartered  Accountants 
Jaguar  Centre  (Hu>)  Ud 
James  &  Cowper 
Janes  Maran  4  Co 
Mhn  Drake  &  Company 
John  Fyte  Umted 
.  John  Good  &  Sorts  Grotq> 

John  Homby  Skewes  S  Co  Ud 
John  Scoa  S  Partners  Ud 
Johnson  &  Higgins 

Johm-Hofvy  Cl»k  Ltd 
Julian  Hodge  Bank 
K  F  J  Resourcing  Ltd 
K-T-Etectncs 
KPMG 

Keddy  Services  Limted 
Kennedys 

Kerr  McGee  M  (UK) 

Keystone  values  UK  LM 
Kia  Care  (UK)  LW 
Kklde  Gravtaer 
Kidsm  impey 


Kingspan  BuUng  Products  LM 
Kirnarpa  UKUd 
Kodak  LM 

Kroger  Tasue  Group 
Kvaemer  H  ft  G  Offshore  LW 
LPH  Group  PM 

‘  La  Uanga  Property  Services 
Lace  Mrawr 
Loing  Homes  LM 
Lamco  Paper  Sates  Ud 
Langford  &  Thomson 
Lantern  Engnooring  United 
Lawrence  Graham 
Lawson  Mardon  Packaging 
Lawson  Mardon  Star  LM 
Leach  Bright 

Lease  Porttafio  Managemera 
Lee  &  PriesOey  SoBctlofB  - 
Levy  Goa 

Uraotn  Nettanal 

Lloyds  Bank  Pta  Corporate  Banking 
Lombard 

Lombard  Goaeral  trewmnoe  Comprxiy  Ltd 
London  BUfcn  Market  Assodatton 
London  tatemtetaral  Hrtanctel 
London  Matal  Exchange  GoffAssodadon 
Lonsdale  Travel  Group 
Lookers 

Lookers  Plamgd  Motoring  Limited . 

Lome  Stawan  Pta 
Loval  White  Dumtnt 
Luddon  Construction  Ltd 
Lyon  Pdcher 

M  D  Foods  tngrodents  (UK)  LM 
MDIS 

M  JGteeSOn  Group  Pic 
MM  f  LM 
M  VA 

MTT1E  Group  PLC  * 

Madntyne  Hudson  -  Chartered  Accountants 
Macs  &  Jonas  Grundy  Kershaw 
Macnaughton  Bker  A  Co  Ud 
Magnet  Security  Systems  Ltd 
Man  Truck  &  Bis  UK  LM 
Management  Setence  Ltd 
Manchester  Publicity  Assodatton 
Mam  Motoishlps  LM 
Market  Hartaorough  BrASng  Sodety 
Marks  B  Spencer 

Marsh  B  McLennan  Glabal  Broking  Ltd 
Mast  Mamattonal  Orgwiisaltan  Pta  - 
Maxis  Ltd 

Mayspring  CM  Service  Sports  Ass. 
McCture  Wanws 
McCormidc  (lUQ  pic 
McDemrott  Martae  Constroctton  Ud 
McDougaHRo» 

McEwan  Wallace 
McGregor  Boyal  Associates 
McKenna  &  Co 

McNktedasCorukucaori  .  • 

Measua -ptteUd  . 

MaesPleiBOn  NV  " 

MeesPiersan  Securities  (UK)  Ud  ' 

Meggitt  Pte  i 

Memorex  Telex  (Uk)  Ud 
Mercury  Communications  Ltd 
Meridian  Business  Support  Pfc 
Merita  Bank  London  Branch 
Microsoft  Landed 
Mkttand  SMres  Farmers  Ltd 
MUtaAsaodateeLM 
MoM  Ofl  Company  Ud 
Moger  4  Sparrow  (Sofidtora) 

ManUands  B  Betshfl  Hospitata  NHS  Trust 
Monsanto  Rc 
Moresecuro  Ltd 

Morganlte  Thermal  Ceramics  LM 
Motley  Group  Ltd 


TITLE  SPONSOR 


Mees^Pierson 


ASSOCIATE  SPONSORS 


CITROEN 


British  Midland 


as  Harriott 


irj  manga; 


I 

Waterford 

crystal 


HOTELS  •  RESORTS-  SUITES 

Golf 

WORLD 


BarweB 


OFFICIAL  SUPPLIERS  - 

FIBERNET 


Mortgage  Trust  Ltd 
Motcnq^tte  Cky  Ltd 
Molt  MacDonald 
Mutter  International  LH 
Munfch  Fto  Ute  3mvtoa»  L»3  . 

N  B  Selection  Ltd 
NCM 
NHSWatea 

W 1 C  S  Sports  Assodatton 
NHG  Timber  Ltd 
KWSUK 
NWS  Bank  Ptc 

Napier  Btaketey  Winter 
Nat  Wtest  Mortgage  Services 

NaiWost  ■  ■ 

National  Famms  Unkm  Hunts  4  Barks 
Nefensl  Mutwl  Lfle  ' 

National  Westminster  Bank  - 
National  Westminster  Pfc 
Nationwide  Bufttng  Soctety 
Needham  Enterprises  Lkl. 

Nsbon  Bakamrol 
Nestle  IA  LM 
NwrtteRussel 
New  Boston  Partners  Ltd 
Newmans  Of  Canterbury  BMW 
Next  Pfc 

Mchateon.  Graham  &  Jones  Soffcliora 
Ntesan  Motor  (GB)LM 
Noraon  Power  Ud 
Nortel 

North  East  Water  Pfc 
North  West  Aula  Trader  Ltd 
Northern  Electric 
-Nonhem  Friends  of  AHJAS. 

.  Northgattr  Moor  Hotfngs  LM 
Nova  Travel  UmBed 
Nudes- BecMc  Ltd 
O  S  Integration  Pfc  ' 

OTdahony  Ranatty 
Oca  UK  LM 
Ooaanrouas  (UK)  Ltd 
Ottvaai  LsxSion  LIK  Ud 

One  2  One 

Ora  Bectronics  (UK)  Lid  ^ 

Orchard  Tbys  •  - 

Origin  UKSAP  •  - 

Orion  Engineering  Services  Limited 
Osbome  Morris  B  Maroon 
OvsburyPfc 
Oyoz  Stationary 
Oyster  TanninaJsUd 
R  A.  Badness  Systems  LM 
PDFM  Umited 
PHH  Vdride  Management  Services 
PM  Grotp  of  Companies 
PaO  Europe  Ltd 
Pwnel  Kerr  Forater 

Paps  Makera1  ABed  Trades  Assodatton 

Paramount  Pfc 

Parte  Electrical  Services 

Park  Lane  Investments  (Scotland}  Utf 

Ptaitj  Owrideoo .  Uiytor  • 

Paul  B  vnUamnns 
Peradna  Pfc 
Paler  Marsh  B  Sons  Lid 
PuartrarougbUntad  Footed  Ctab 
PBtraSne  WkeOne  Services  . 

Pfizer 

PhMps  Petroleum  Co  UK  LM 
PWngkxn  UK  LM  Aqua  Glass 
Pinawood 

Pomade  Trustees  Umted 
Pitney  Bowes  Pfc 
Plata  Compdor  Services  (UK)  Ltd 
Plexus  Codon  Ud  . 

Polycea  Products  Ud 
Pofycon  Packing 
Porte  Farms  Bowyats 
FonratrPIc 
Podord  Duvrvior 
Power  Tasting  Umted 
Prabon  Ytamane 
Premier  ArtmWstraHon  LM 
Premier  Propertfoa  Pfc 
Price  Waterhouse 

Professional  Systems  Personnel  LM 
Provend  Services  LM 
Pfd-Sport  Intematlonel 
Prudential  Bacfw  (Fiaras)  Ltd 
Ctesy  Adverttairra  4  MeriaOng 
R  J  Maxwel  4  Son  Ud 
RDM  Factors  Limited 
fl  P  M  S  Technology 
RS8S  Group 

Ataobank.  London  Branch - 
Ranger  Ott  (WQ  Limited 
RsnkCtatelUd  1 
Flank  Xerax  (UK)  LM 
RavanMd  Compmeis  LM 
Reed  AMettan  LM 
Regwray  Office  Systems  Pfc 
Rettance  Nattand  tns  Co  (IAO  Ud 
RenteULM 

Reservoir  MBRagomeni  LM  . 

Resin  Express  umted 
Reuters  LM 
Reuters  LM  (Cotumba) 

Rce-Jones  4  SmtBte 
Richard  EBs 
Rkige  4  Partners 
Faster  -  Scragg  LM 

FSgbtext  Energy  Services  UKJ 

Ftcben  Ftemmg  a  Co  LM 
Robert  Kays  Group 
Ftobert  Whowea  &  Partners 
Roberts  S  Partners 

Boss  HsS  Hospsel 

Rows  4  Mow 
RoyScot  Jersey  Unted 
Roysooc  Guernsey  Limned . 

Rudott  WOfiTA  Co  LM 
Russels  Suppfies  LH 
Ruthertatd  Ytemg 
SC.C.  Limited 
SEC  Solutions 
SIPOIXI  (UK)  LTD 
SMC  Pnomattcs  (UK)  LM 
STC  Sttanarina  Systems  Ltd 
SaUePrcpenteBLid 


NEWstrack  jUt&i 


l&Hootans 
i  Ois  Ltd 
Sea  Containers  Services  LM 
Seafonhs  Ttawi  Ud 
Sedtfcn  Peckagsig  a  Praang  Ud 
Sedgwick  Rotaswance  Brokers  Ud 
Serried  Tec  fm.  LM 
Setort  Heaflhcare  Group  Pfc 


Sewsrcare  Ltd  - 
Sharxton  Lnaure  - 

.  Sharpe  4  Hshsr  (BiflcBig  SuppfiWJ  Ltd 
Stmw  4  Co  Umted 
Ovatt  UK  Exptara«w& Protection 
Sherwood  Systems  Ud 
Shlra  Leasing  P)c 
Short  Sro®  Pfc 

-  Stemens Nbtdorf  Wormatton  ^sterns  Ud 
Steer  Levsne 
Sktsaona  Malt  Limited 

'  Stager  4  Frfedtendor  (We  Man)  Ltd 
SMk  Security  Products  LM 
SUpMrrBuklng  Soctety  '  ' 

Snrirti  4  WWamson 
Smith  Barney  . 

Sooiata  Generate  .. 

Sotarara  Persopnel  Pfc 
Sonhm. 

Southern  Close  '  •  - 
Spectus  Systems  Ltd  _ 

Standard  Lila  Assurance  Company 
Star  Mferoniw  UJC  Limited 
Steles  Plant  Protection 
.'StavwitA  Stav&uon  (UK)  LM 

•  Stones. Jonas 

-  SbMegte  Asset  Management  Solutions 
Style  Ufe  Wtadowa 
Summers  &  Partnere 
Sun  ASmca  -  Pereorai  Urns  DMston 
SutBecirfc  UK  Umted  . 

Swhkwt  Rntrahw 
Swale  Chamber  of  Commeroe 
Ssran  National  Lesalng  LMtad 
Sytes.ImemattpnBl  Umted 
Systems  Union  (JM1 
T  S  B  Bank  Pfc 
T.G.  Amntrong  4  Partners 
TDK  (UK)  LM  Components  OMstari 
TMD  Carat  • 

-'TMG  FhancW  Products 
TNT  Express  WOrktwWe 
TUtentftatemattanel 

-  Omakte  Pte 
TknMreight 
TbytarJoynsonGtaieit 

'..Tbylor  Nelson  AGB- 
TMordPofice  Araiual  Charity  Golf  Dey 
Tatra  Laval  " 

Thames  Water  Pte 
Thames  Water  Contracting  Pte 
The  .Antony  Gibb*  Consulting  Group 
,  TheBougMon  Gratfii  • 

The  British  Land  Company  Pfc 
The  British  Precast  Concrete  Federation  ' 
The  Cable  Corporation 
The  Change  Partnership  Ltd  , 

The  Chase  Manhattan  Corporation 
The  CMkkenTr  Appeal 
The  Oiocsaeof  Rochester  . 

•  The'  Bsdrical  Ctinsactars  A^sSE^eglbn ' 

The  J  RotbschficJ  Partnership  ■  •• 
TheLTOpflonMepy,,.  ti-u  c.'m. 

-The  UUDswoods  Otganisattan  pfc. 

..Thettaiyitaroup  -'  ... 

The  London  Clearing  House  UmttetT  1  ■" 
The  Mfirtorttag  4  Communfcefiors  Bustaess 
The  Mayflower  Corporation  Pfc. 

The  MBer  Fnsuranoa  Group  Lkated 
•The  Nedondi  Grid  Company  Pte 
The  PontautarS  Oriental  Steam  NavIgaSon  Co 
The  Priory  HospteL 

The  RangNey  Company  (C.L)Urr«ed  '  - 
The  Royal  .Mb*.-  Ofyropic  Sparsmahta 
The  Status  Group  Pte  ■  •  ■_  . 

The  Tones  City  Dfary  Stytaia  MBs  - . 

QoD  Chattenge .  . 

The  Vodafone  Centre 
The  WM  Group 
The  Vltashfngtan  Hoapital 
Thermal  Transfer  (ScxMand)  LM  • 
ThraadMede  Assst  Management 
Tlpp-Ex  Umted 
Tony  Mosabp  Engineering  LM 
Toabflaa  (UK)  L*j 
TbwnsOKTs  Scficftota 
Redo  tadmnv  Helar  Commercial  Finance 
Trade  Indemnity  Pfc 
Travis  Porittns 

TUkder  IndusWas  Scodand  LM 
Ttfitea  4  Tokyo  Forex  international 
Tirttee  S  Tokyo  tat 
TUmer4  Co  (GtaigemO  LM 
UAP  fVbvincM  Insurance  Pfc  ■  . 

DDT  Ltd  • 

AHFoonn  UK  - 
IMnyal  Chemfcal  LM  i 

"Unisys  (Jd  * 

United  OfetOsM 

UnumUmfiad 

UponorLM 

VCM  CowumfcHone 
Vfinner  SMptey  4  Co 
Vtanon  BuMng  Society  - 
VMeirtRm  Corporation ..  - 
Vizards  SoBotors 
WDR  &  flT  Taggart 
WB  JBumesa  W.sL 
WJ.  Meade 
WT  Pannanitvp 
Weficer  Smfih  4  Way 

Waton  Limbed 
ward  Knowles  LM 
Wateritae  Ltd  .. 

WtoonWlratt .Partners  .  ■ 

.  WbMMlsy  Mntars  Ud 
Wayzgoosa  Pfc 
WOethraeD  Green  4  Smith 
Webbe  (Weston)  Ltd  - 
WedWteSoS 

!KS?F'0,TO* 

White  Young 
Whyte  4MteAay 
WUfej  Corroon 

vi^*1  .h?anita«marrt  Psfa  d  Men) 

wwm  uonoon  North  Lid 

WtaehessrWhte  Limted 
Wogsn  Group  LM 
Wooden  Spoon  Society 

Wooden  Spoon  r 
Wbodsn  Spoon  1 
Wooden  Spoon! 

Worid  Design  4  Date  LM 
WormxJd  AnsU  Ltd 
XdafeLM 

VoungstaraLM  .  . 
WteCaBpCgrtaimarQiOTfca te 
Zet  taetmnee  Sentaes  LM 


‘  Many  o?  the  above  Companies  registered  more  than  one  goM  day 
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Make  the  most  of  your  company  golf  day  by  entering  for  the  1997  challenge  now ! 

For  details  of  how  easy  it  is  to  take  part,  the  publicity  you  will  receive  in  The  Times,  ^ 
and  the  route  to  the  National  Final  in  Spain,  call  the  organisers  on  the  numbers  above  or  write  to: 

The  Times  MeesPierson  Corporate  Golf  Challenge,  PO  Box  4,  Harpenden,  Herts  AL5  3DL 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY.  DECEMBER  27 1996 

Court  of  Appeal 


F^watt  ^faspector  of  Taxes)  v 
tane^tor  Farmers  Auction 
Mart  Co  Ltd  and  Aootiiei; 

Betotlffld  Woolf.  Master  of  the 

Ms.  Lord  Justice  Milieu  and 
Lord  Justice  Potter 
Pudgjnan  December 4J.  . 

The.  reporting  requirements  laid 
down  by  section  13  of  the  Taxes 
Management  Act  1970  applied  fo 
an  auctioneer  who  received"  the 
proceeds  of  sales  made  in  the 
course  of.  trading  by  his  clients: 

The  Court  of  Appeal  fo  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment afiowing  the 
Crown's  appeal  against  the.  de¬ 
cision  of  Mr  Justice  Rattee  in  die 
Chancery  ■  Division  (The  Times 
December  31. 199 4)  upholding  the 
dismissal  by  a  •_  special  cnmmic- 
sioncr  of  an-  .Information  .  laid 
before  him  fbr  penahies  &ir  failure 
by  the  company,.  Lancaster  tim¬ 
ers  Auction-  Mart  Co  lid;  -id'  ' 
comply  with  section ,  13  .  notices 
(dating  to  it*  years  J986  fa  1988. 

Section  13  provides:  “(I)  Every 
person  who,  in  whatever  capacity, 
is  in  reodptof  any  money  or  value, 
or  of  any  profits  or  gains  from  any 
of  the  sources  mentioned  in  the 
Income  Tax  Acts,  of  or  belonging 
to  another  person  who  is  charge¬ 
able  to  income  tax  in  respect 
thereof  ...  shall,  whenever  re-  . 
quired  to  do  so  by  a  notice  given  to 
him  fay  an  inspector,  prepare  and 
deliver ...  a  return  ...  mnftrinmg 
—  (a}  a  statement  of  all  such 
money,  value,  profits  or  gains,  and 
(b)  the  name  and  address  of  every 
person  to  whom  the  same 
belong. . .-  - 

Mr  Andrew  Park.  QC  and  Mr 
Christopher  McCaB.  QC,  for  the 
Crown;  Mr  Janek  Matthews  and 
Mr  Julian  Ghosh  for  the  company. 

LORD  JUSTICEMULETT  said 
that  the  company  carried  on  the 
business  of  an  auctioneer  in  the 
course  of  which  it  sold  livestock  on 
behalf  of  dients  who  were  engaged 
in  the  trade  of  farming.  The 
company  received  the  proceeds  of 
such  sales  and  paid  over  to  the. 
relevant  vendor  die  net  proceeds  of 
sale  after  deducting  its  own 
commission. 

According  to  the  Crown,  section  ‘ 
13  was  m  common  use  to  require . 
auctioneers  who  sold  goods  for 
traders  to  provide  the  Revenue 
with  information  about  sales,  and 


it  had  , prpved  a>  :be  a.  valuable 
,  weapon  fit'the  Revenue's  armoury , 
to  enable  it  w  ties!,  for  example, 
second-hand  car  dealers  who . 

sold  by  auction  and  often  for  cash. 
.It  .was  also  commonly  used  to 
require  theatrical  or-  musical 

Sts  to.  provide  information 
t  feesand  ntyaltiis  which  they 
■  received  for  topr  efients.  If  toe 
judge’s  decision  was  corned,  sec¬ 
tion  13  was  not  available  in  such 
cases,- and  its  scope  and  utility 
would,  be  reduced  almost  to 
.  vanishing  point  • 

•  The  judge  1  had  accepted,  the 
company*  submission  that  section 
U  Jiad  two  Grabs,  “any  money  or . 
‘yalue*  and  "any  profits  or  gains 
from  any  of  the  sources  mentioned 
-  indie  Income  Tax  Acts  ".and  that 
The  Two  limbs  were' mutually 
exclusive  alternatives  which  corre¬ 
sponded  respectively  tp  pure  ir^ 
come  receipts  where  tax  was 
'  chargeable  on  the .  amounts  ■  ac¬ 
tually  received  without  deduction, 
and  trading  profits  where' 'if  was" 
char^eabte  on  the  net  balance  of 
the  income  of  the  trade  after 
deducting  the  expenses  of  earning  ■ 
Its 

Neither  limb  covered  trading  : 
receipts  which  were  neither  tax¬ 
able  fo  themselves  nor  represented 
trading  profits  but  were  merely  an 

item  in  the  computation  of  the  net 
trading  profit. 

His  Lordship  was  unable  to 
accept  that  construction  of  the' 
section.'  First.  Parliament  had 
dearly  intended  the  section  to 
apply  to  the  profits  or  gains  from 
any  trade,  for  they  were  expressly 
included.  Yet  in  relation  to  such 
profits  or  gains  the.  judge's  * 
construction  restricted  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  section  to  the  relatively 
rare  case  where  the  agenr  was 
carrying  on  the  entire  trade  or 
-business  of  the  principal.  There 
was  no  good  reason  why  Par¬ 
liament  shook!  have  intended  the 
section,  to  have  such  a  limited  effect 
and  every  reason  why  it  should 
not 

Second,  his  Lordship  was  not 
convinced  tint,  if  it  were  given  a 
marrow  and  literal .  construction, 
the  second  limb  of  the  section 
would  have  .  even,  that  limited 
effect. 

Its  application  was  restricted  to 

persons  who  were  reoegrt  of . 
any  profits  or  gains .'in  respect 


Qaais  v  Camden  and  Isling¬ 
ton  Health  Authority 
Before  Mr  Richard  Mawrey.  QC 
(Judgmott  December  12]  *." 
Aparty  daiming  negligence  based, 
an  an  allegation  that  the  defendant . 
caused,  or  failed  properly  to  treat 
severe  menial  disorder 'could,  in 
principle,  recover  as  a  head  of 
daim  damages  from  sdf-mffic®d 
harm.  If  that  harm  itself  respited 
from  harming  others  in.a  criminal 
manna-,  public  policy  did  not. 
predude  him  recovering  damages 
for  tire  harm  io  himself  even 
though  he  was  godly  of  a  crime. 

There  was  no  role  of  public 
policy  whereby  a  party  who  emtid 
recover  damages  for  setf-mfficod 
harm  was  precluded  from  seeking 
indemnity  for  damages  he  had  to 
pay  others  as  a  result  of -the 
activities,  criminal  or  otherwise, 
which  constituted  die  sdf-infficted 
injury. 

Mr  Richard  Mawrey.  QC,  sit¬ 
ting  as  a  deputy  judge  of  the 
Queen’s  Bench  Division  so  stated 
in  a  reserved  judgment  When 
dismissing  a  summons  by  Cam¬ 
den  and  Islington  Health  Au¬ 
thority  seeking  an  order  under 
Order  IS,  rule  19(l)fa)  of  the  Rules 
of  the  Supreme  Cotnt  to  dismiss  an 
action  for  dstinaggs  .brought  by 
Christopher  Clunis.  by  his  next 


friend  Christopher  Prince,  on  the- 
hasis  thar  it  disclosed  no  cause  of 
action.  ■  - 

.  Mr  .Quius.  'a  mental1  patient, 
■whfie  dSsdraigtri  into  tiie  care  of 
tire-health  authority  had  lolled  a 
stranger,'  Mr  fooatharr  25t6.  He 
sought  damages  for  negligence. 

'  -  Hrehealdi  authorin'  argued  that 
in' order  to  establish  me  injury  and 
Joss  asserted  Mr  Clumsbod  to  rely 
.  air  his  avowedly  criminal  act  and 
that  public  policy  would  not  permit 
Unffodos<^'_  • 

•  Mir..-  Stepheo  lrwln  for-!  Mr 
CJums;  Mr  John  Grape,  QC,  for. 

.  the  health  authority/ 


-  HIS  LORDSHIP,  after  revfew- 
.  mg  a  substantial  body  of  .  authori¬ 
ties  from  the  fields  of  contract. 

mhwiftiiM*,  faipjjly  nqri  tort 

summarised  his.coodusicm  as 
IbUowsr  ". 

1  The  maxim  of  ex  mrgi  causa  non  . 
oritur-  actio. fob  right  of  action 
arises  from  a  base  cause],  was 
strictly  speaking,  confined  to  con¬ 
tract  law.  • 

2  The  current  law  relating  to  tire 
maxim  was  stated  in  JJnslgy  v 
Milligan  (p994]  1  AC  340).  Where 
the  contract  involved  an  illegal 
purpose  of  both  parties  thar  pur¬ 
pose  placed  an  absolute  bar  on 
enforcement  of  tire  contract  itself. 
There  was  no  room  for  any 


application  of  the  public  con¬ 
fidence  test. 

3  Where,  in  contract,  the  illegal . 
purpose  or  conduct  was  that  of  one 
party  to  the  contract  only,  the 
courts  would  exercise  a  judfpnent 
based. .  on  public,  polity;  as  to 
whether  the  wrongdoing  was  suf¬ 
ficiently  deliberate,  wicked  or  anti- 

■  soaal  to  preclude  enforcement  oF 
the  contract  by  that  party. 

4  A  party  with  voted  property 
rights  acquired  by  reason,  of  an 

.  executed  contract  with' an  illegal 
'purpose  could  retain  and  enforce 
those  rights  by  action.  . 

.  5  There  wot*. analogous  bur  not 
:  identical  roles  governing  inher- 
.  nance  by  a  party  responsible  for 
the  death  af  a  testator  and  similar, 
but.  a^ain  not  identical,  rules 
governing  the  granting  of  dis- 
.  cretionary  relief  in  family  cases. 

6  The  .  rules  governing  contract 
law,  inheritance  and  family  law 
did  not  apply  in  tort  which  had  its 
own  body  of  puhtic  polity  rules, 
tailored  to  the  nature  of  claims  in 

.  tort. 

7  The  absolute  role  postulated  by 
Lord  Goff  of  Chievdey  in  Tinsley 
had  no  application  in  con  cases. 
The  tact  that  -the  claimant  was 
engaged  on  even  a  deliberate 
criminal  enterprise  when  suffering 
the  loss  for  which  he  sued  would 
not  automatically  preclude  him 
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Materials  are  chosen  to  give  tasting  service  and 
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■ _ LAW  31 

law  Report  December  27 1996 _ ^ _ _ Court  of  Appeal 

l  report  Importance  of  time  limits  ~ 


ofwhkh“thebeneErialnwnerwas 

chargeable  tqmcnme  tax.  But 
“prefits  or  gains-  were  merely  a 
computed  figure,,  a  balance  of 
credits  and  debits  in  an  account, 
and  they  were  mot  normally  “re¬ 
ceived"  in  foe’  strict  sense  of  the 
■word. 

Even  where  an  agent  carried  on 
the  whole  trade  or  business  of  his 
principal,  and  himself  incurred  aD 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  en¬ 
able  the  profits  to  be  made, 

■  accounting  to  his  principal  for  the 
net  balance  of  the  profits,  what  he 
;  received  was.  stiB  strictly  speaking 
the  gross  trading  receipts  and  not 
merely  the  trading  profits  on 
which  alone  tar  was  exigible.  The 
use  of  the  wend  “receipt”  pointed 
'.'strongly  to  tbe  section  not  bong 
concerned  with  whai  was  merely  a 
computed  figure  in  an  account. 

--  His  1  Lordship  preferred  the 
Crown's  approach  that,  while  the 
section  appetued  to  have  two' 

.  limbs,  they  were  not  alternatives  ' 
nor  were  they  mutually  exclusive: 

.  Rather, '  in  an  endeavour  to  be 
comprehensive,  die  draftsman  had 
been  guilty  of  a  degree  of  tautol¬ 
ogy.  On  that  .approach,  trading 
receipts  fell  within  one  or  other  tf 
the  two  Krebs  and  might  foil  within 
both. 

Given  the  purpose  for  which  the 
section  was  'enacted,  such  a 
amstructicffi  gave  less  cause  fin-, 
concern '  than  one  which  would 
matte  foe  section  inapplicable  to 
die  vast  majority  of  trading 
receipts. 

The  company  had  submitted 
that  the  formerwas  not  chargeable 
to  income  tax  in  respect  of  the  sale 
proceeds;  they  were  a  receipt  of  his 
trade,  dot  the  profits  of  his  trade, 
and  he  was  chargeable  to  income 
tax  in  respect  of  toe  profits  not  the 
receipts. 

His  Lordship,  disagreed.  The 
farmer  was  not  taxable  "on"  his 
trading  receipts  but  “in  respiect  of’ 
them.  The  words  In  respect  of 
denoted  a  looser  connection  than 
“on"  ...  .  " 

Accordingly,  his  Lordship  was 
satisfied  that  the  proceeds  of  sale 
fdJ  within  the  first  limb  of  die 
section  as  "money  or  value of or 
belonging  to  another  person  who  is 
chargeable  in  respect  thereof"  and 
that  they  also  Hell  within  the  second 
fimb  of  die  section  as  "profits  or 
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gains”  of  or  bdongirtg  to  such  a 
person.  Direct  authority  to  the 
otter  effect  was  provided  by  Lord 
Advocate  v  Gibb  ({1906}  S  TC 194). 

The  company  had  pointed  out 
that  k  was  liable  to  report  only 
those  receipts  in  respect  of  which 

its  clients  were  chargeable  id 
income  tax.  and  that  unless  it  was 
carrying  on  toe  entirety  of  its 
diems'  business  or  the  activities 
which'  it  was  carrying  oh  .were 
unequivocally  trading  activities,  it 
could  not  comply  with  the  notices. 

How,  it  was  asked  rhetorically.  - 
could  Sotheby's  or  Christie's  re¬ 
spond  Dora  notice  which  required 
them  to  provide  .the  requisite 
information  in  relation  to  every 
one  of  tixsr  vendors? 

The  section  was  a  penal  one,  and 
it  should  not  be  construed  so  as  to . 
pemrir  the  Revenue  to  act  oppress  - 
sivdy.  or  to  require  the  reripjoit  of 
the  notice  to  ascertain  whether  his. 

clients  were  selling  in  toe  course  of 
trade.  _  - 

There  were  several  answers  to 
that  argument 

1  The  agent  was  only  required  to 
provide  information  which  was  in 
his  own  possession. 

2  Section  118(2)  of  the  Act  provided 
that  if  he  had  a  reasonable  excuse 
for  not  complying,  he  should  be 
deemed-  not  to  have  faded  to 
comply. 

3  The  inspector  could  limit  the' 
notice  in  axty  way  necessary  to 
provent  it  being  oppressive. 

4  If  the  inspector  decided  to 
exercise  his  powers  unreasonably 
cor  oppressively  his  decision  was 
amenable  tn  jutfidal  review. 

In  most  eases  toe  company 
wild  know  perfectly  well  that  its 
dient  was  sdQxig  the  livestock  m 
the  course  of  business. 

.  In  cases  where'  it  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  cKerit  was  not  a 
trader,  or  that  the  sale  was  not  in 
the  course  of  trade,  the  company' 
would  have  a  reasonable  excuse 
for  not  mdudmg  his  sales  in  its  - 
return,  although,  it  would  be 
obEged  to  supplement  the  return  if 
further  information  came  into  its 
possession  which  showed  that  it 
had  been  mistaken. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lord  Justice  Potter  agreed. 

Sofiritom  Solicitor.  Intend  Rev¬ 
enue;  Oglethorpe  .  Sturton  & 
Gfihbrand,  Lancaster. 


Mortgage  Corporation  Ltd  v 
Sandoes  and  Oihcrs 


Before  Lord  Justice  Milktr.  Lord 
Justice  Poaer  and  Sir  Christopher 
Slade 


[Judgment  Novemher  26} 

Where  time  foniis  laid  down  by  the 
rules  and  directions  of  foe  court  far 
the  conduct  of  civil  litigation  had 
not  been  complied  with,  parties 
should  cooperate  in  agreeing  a 
revised  timetable  which  would  not 
involve  postponement  of  the  trial- 
In  toe  absence  of  agreement,  si 
application  should  be  made 
promptly  to  the  court'  for 
directions. 

The  court  would  not  look 
favourably  on  a  party  who  sougfti 
only  io  take  tactical  advantage 
from  the  failure  of  another  parry  to 
comply  with  time  limits. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held, 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  ptahniff. 
the  Mortgage  Corporation  Lid. 
against  the  refusal  of  Mr  Justice 
Astm  on  October  31, 1996  to  extend 
time  for  toe  exchange  of  witness 
.  statement  and  expert  reports  in  its 
action  against  Ur  defendants, 
Sandoes  BKnkhoni  &  Co  and  Mr 
Brian  Gibson,  for  professional 
negligence.  The  judge  also  refused 
the  defendants’  application  to  va¬ 
cate  the  trial  date  and  for  leave  to 
call  additional  expert  evidence. 

Prior  to  the  hearing  before  the 
judge  neither  party  had  served  its 
witness  statements  or  experts'  re¬ 
ports  in  accordance  whh  Order  38. 
tides  2A  and  36  of  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme- Court  and  toe  dimaiou 
of  the  court.  The  defendants  op¬ 
posed  the  plaintiff*  application  for 
an  extension  of  time: 

Mr  Anthony  Scrivener.  QC  and 
Mr  Peter  Wulwik  for  the  plaintiff; 
Mr  Jonathan  Ferris  for  the 
defendants. 


LORD  JUSTICE  M1LLETT  said 
that  the  exchange  of  witness  state¬ 
ments  and  expert  reports  was  a 
mutual  oMigabon.  If  neither  party 
was  ready  to  serve  its  evidence  tty 
toe  due  date,  both  parties  were 
equally  at  fault.  Why  should  one 
party  only  be  penalised? 


Hie  judge  had  relied  upon 
BetuMey  Property  Ltd  v  Edgar 
(The  Times  July  J8.  1996)  which 
Concerned  an  application  for  an 
extension  of  time  for  the  service  of 
witness  statements.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  a  very  different  case. 

In  that  case,  shortly  before  the 
trial  was  due  to  begin  the  plaintiff 
had  changed  sofidtors.  The  new 
sofichors  had  applied  to  toe  court 
for  liberty  to  serve  additional 
evidence. 

No  good  reason  could  be  given 
for  the  failure  to  include  toe 
evidence  m  the  evidence  originally 
exchanged,  except  for  toe  faa  that 
there  had  been  a  change  of 
solicitors.  Not  surprisingly.  Lord 
Woolf.  Master  of  die  Roils,  had 
indicated  that  that  was  not  a  good 
reason. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  bad 
dealt  with  the  matter  as  one  of 
principle  and  said:  “Unless  there 
were  circumstances  which  justified 
the  court  exerersmg  its  discretion 
in  favour  of  toe  party  in  default, 
that  discretion  would  not  be  ex¬ 
ercised  and  the  party  would  be 
deprived  of  toe  evidence". 

The  Judge  bad  treated  that  as  if 
the  Master  of  the  RoQs  had  said 
“Unless  there  were  good  reasons 
for  the  failure  to  comply  with  the 
rules  or  directions  of  the  coart  toe 
discretion  to  extend  time  would  Dot 
be  exercised". 

His  Lordship  would  reject  the 
argument  that  the  absence  of  a 
good  reason  was  always  and  in 
itself  sufficient  to  justify  the  court 
in  refusing  to  exercise  its 
discretion. 

Ail  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  had 
been  saying  was  that  once  a  party 
was  in  default,  then  it  was  lev  him 
to  satisfy  the  court  that,  despite  his 
default,  toe  discretion  should 
nevertheless  be  exercised.  The 
party  in  default  could  do  so  in 
reliance  on  any  relevant 
rircumstances. 

His  Lordship  also  pointed  out 
that  in  Beachley  it  was  quite  plain 
that  while  both  parties  had  earlier 
been  in  default,  that  was  not  a 
relevant  consideration  since  wit¬ 
ness  statements  had  been  ex¬ 


changed,  albeit  late  and  by  agree¬ 
ment  The  relevant  default  had 
been  that  of  the  plaintiff  alone. 

In  the  present  case,  toe  judge 
had: 

L  Overlooked  toe  fact  that  both 
ponies  were  equally  in  default  so 
far  as  toe  exchange  of  witness 
statements  was  concerned  and  that 
the  defendants  were  primarily  in 
default  so  far  as  toe  holding  of  an 
experts'  meeting  and  exchange  of 
experts'  repons  was  concerned; 

2  Failed  to  consider  the  con¬ 
sequences  to  the  plaintiff  of  refus¬ 
ing  its  application  for  an  extension 
of  time  to  serve  witness  statements 
(the  probable  loss  of  the  daim)  or 
to  balance  those  consequences 
against  toe  consequences  to  the 
defendants  of  granting  the  applica¬ 
tion  (with  four  weeks  to  go  to  trial, 
very  little); 

3  Failed  to  take  imo  account  toe 
defendants'  attitude  to  the  Joss  of 
the  trial  date.  They  were  at  aw  and 
the  same  time  seeking  to  vacate  the 
trial  date  in  order  to  rail  additional 
expen  evidence,  for  which  they 
had  no  leave,  while  vigorously 
opposing  toe  plaintiffs  application 
for  an  extension  of  time  on  toe 
ground  that  it  might  involve  a 
postponement  of  the  trial; 

4  Misread  toe  guidance  given  by 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
Beaehley. 

The  judge  had  been  plainfy 
wrong  in  the  exorcise  of  ms 
discretion  and  his  order  had  to  be 
set  aside. 

The  court  was  acutely  aware  of 
toe  growing  jurisprudence  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  failure  to  observe 

procedural  requirements.  There 
was  a  need  for  clarification  as  to 
the  likely  approach  of  the  court  in 
the  future  to  non-compliance  with 
the  requirements  as  to  time  con¬ 
tained  in  the  roles  or  directions  of 
the  court.  What  his  Lordship  said 
now  went  beyond  the  exchange  of 
witness  statements  or  expert  re¬ 
ports;  it  was  intended  to  be  of 
general  impart. 

Lord  Woolf.  Master  of  the  Rolls 
and  Sir  Richard  Scott,  Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor.  had  approved  the  following 
guidance  as  to  toe  future  approach 


which  litigants  could  expea  the 
court  to  adapt  to  the  failure  to 
adhere  to  time  limits  contained  in 
the  rufcs  or  directions  of  toe  court: 

1  Tune  requirements  laid  down  by 
toe  rules  and  directions  given  by 
the  court  were  not  merely  targets  to 
be  attempted:  they  were'rules  to  be 
observed. 

2  At  tbe  same  time  toe  overriding 
principle  was  that  justice  must  be 
done. 

3  Litigants  were  entitled  to  have 
their  cases  resolved  with  reason¬ 
able  expedition.  The  non-compli¬ 
ance  with  time  limits  could  cause 
prejudice  to  one- or  more  of  the 
parties  to  toe  litigation. 

4  In  addition  the  vacation  or 
adjournment  of  the  date  of  trial 
prejudiced  other  litigants  and  dis¬ 
rupted  toe  administration  of 
justice. 

5  Extensions  of  time  which  in¬ 
volved  the  vacation  or  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  trial  dates  should  therefore 
be  granted  only  as  a  last  resort 

6  Where  time  limits  had  not  been 
complied  with  toe  parties  should 
cooperate  in  reaching  an  agree¬ 
ment  as  to  new  time  limits  which 
would  not  involve  the  daie  of  trial 
being  postponed. 

7  If  they  readied  such  an  agree¬ 
ment  they  could  ordinarily  expea 
the  court  to  give  effect  io  that 
agreement  at  toe  trial  and  it  was 
not  necessary  to  make  a  separate 
application  solely  for  that  purpose. 
S  The  court  would  not  look  with 
favour  on  a  party  who  sought  only 
to  take  tactical  advantage  from  the 
failure  of  another  party  to  comply 
with  time  limits. 

9  In  the  absence  of  an  agreement 
as  to  a  new  timetable,  an  applica¬ 
tion  should  be  made  promptly  to 
the  court  for  directions. 

10  In  considering  whether  to  grant 
an  extension  of  time  to  a  party  who 
was  m  default,  the  court  would 
look  at  all  the  drcumsiances  of  the 
case  indudrng  the  considerations 
identified  above. 

Lord  Justice  Potter  and  Sir 
Christopher  Slade  gave  concur¬ 
ring  judgments. 

Sofidtors:  Harris  Rosenblatt  & 
Kramer;  Elliott  &  Co.  Manchester. 


Judge  powerless  to  edit  irrelevancies 


'  from  relief. 

8  There  was,  however,  a  rule  of 
public  policy  analogous  to  die  ex 
turpi  causa  rule  that  a  court  could 
exdude  a.  tort  daim  by  a  person 
who.  in  order  to  assert  it.  had  to 
rely  an.  a  crime  committed  by  him. 

9  In  applying  that  rule,  the  court 
had.  to  make  a  judgment  on  a 
pragmatic  basis  as  to  whether  in 

the  individual  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  would  be  offensive  to  the 
public  conscience  for  the  claimant 
to  base  his  daim  oh  his  own 
criminal  conduct  or  more  offensive 
.  for  him  to  be  deprived  of  what 
otherwise  would  be  his  normal 
remedy. 

10  Where  a  claimant  brought  a 
negligence  daim  based  on  an 
allegation  that  the  defendant  either 
caused  or  failed  properly  to  treat 
severe  mental  disorder,  he  could  in 
principle  recover  as  a  bead  of 
daim  damages  for  personal  injury, 
including  mental  deterioration, 
resulting  from  self-inflicted  harm. 
If  that  harm  itself  resulted  from 
harming  others  in  a  criminal 
manner,  public  policy  did  pot 
predude  him  from  recovering 
damages  for  the  harm  to  himself 
even  though  be  was  guilty  of 
crime. 

11  There  was  no  rule  of  public 
polity  whereby  a  party  who  could 
recover  damages  for  self-inflicted 
personal  injury  was  preduded 
from  seeking  indemnity  for  dam¬ 
ages  he  himself  had  to  pay  to 
others  as  a  result  of  the  activities, 
criminal  or  otherwise,  which  con¬ 
stituted  that  sdf  inflicted  injury. 

It  followed,  in  his  Lordship's 
judgment,  that  Mr  Cl  unis  was  not 
preduded  from  recovering  dam¬ 
ages  if  he  oould  show  ihai  his 
mental  condition  had  deteriorated 
as  a  consequence  of  his  killing  Mr 
Zho,  nor  from  recovering  damages 
flawing  from  his  future  as  a 
potentially  life-long  secure  mental 
patient.  Mr  Gums  was  not  pre¬ 
duded  from  recovering  as  dam¬ 
ages  from  the  authority  such  sums 
as  he  might  be  liable  to  pay  to  toe 
dependants  of  Mr  Zha 

Solicitors:  Thanlti  Novy  Taube; 
Beachcroft  Stanleys. 


The  Scotch  Whisky  Associ¬ 
ation  vKdla  Distillers  Ltd 
.  Before  Mr  Justice  Hannan 
{Judgment  November  21] 

AjuiJge.  sitting  interlocutarify.  had 
no  power  to  edit  an  expert's  report 
in  advance  of  the  trial  even  when  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  report 
contained  evidence  that  was  not 
relevant  to  the  action. 

Mr  Justice  Hannan  so  held  in 
toe  Chancery  Division  dedining  to 
gran  tan  order  on  the  motion  of  the 
Scotch  Whisky  Association  that  a 
report  dated  October  25. 1996  by  a 
Dr  Pollock  should  not  stand  as  an 
experts  report  in  toe  action  unless 
amended  “in  toe  manner  indicated 
in  red  on  the  copy  annexed  hereto". 
The  defendant  was  Kefla  Distillers 
Ltd. 


Mr  Simon  Thorley,  QC  for  toe 
plaintiff;  Miss  Joanne  Moss  for  the 
defendant: 


-  MR  JUSTICE  HARMAN  said 
.-  Ifiat  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action 
to.  prohibit  toe  defendant  from 
calling  a  product  it  described  as 
“Manx  Whiskey"  whisky. 

Its  prindpol  argument  was  that 
Manx  Whiskty  was  distilled  for  a 
second  time  after  the  whisky  from 
which  h  was  produced  had  been 
matured  whim  took  the  product 
outside  the  definition  of  Council 


Regulation  No  1576  of  1989  (CXI 
1989  LI 60/1). 

The  defendant  maintained  that 
its  product  did  fall  within  the  true 
construction  of  the  regulation  and 
supported  its  daim  with  an  ex¬ 
pert’s  report  from  Dr  follock- 

The  plaintiff  objected  io- parts  of 
the  report  on  toe  ground  dial  they 
were  directed  to  me  expert’s  opin¬ 
ion  about  matters  which  had 
absolutely  no  relevance  to  die 
issues  in  the  action.  His  Lordship 
agreed  with  that  view. 

Nevertheless  he  was  greatly 
troubled  by  the  nature  of  the 
application  as  a  matter  of  law  and 
as  a  matter  of  toe  legal  powers  of 
the  court 

Mr  Thorley  said  that  the  docu¬ 
ment  produced  by  Dr  Pollock  was 
not  a  report  of  expert  evidence 
within  the  definition  of  section  3  of 
the  Gvfl  Evidence  Act  1972  as 
evidence  of  camion  on  any  rele¬ 
vant  matter  on  which  he  was 
qualified  to  give  expert  evidence. 

Clearly  Dr  PbUock  was  qualified 
to  give  expert  evidence  on  a  matter 
of  that  sort  Clearly  there  were 
issues  in  the  action  upon  which  Dr 
Pollock's  opinion  might  be  rele¬ 
vant. 

It  did  not  seem  to  his  Lordship 
that  to  say  that  he  could  give  his 
opinion  on  any  rdevanr  matter 
gave  m  toe  court  any  further  power 


to  deal  with  the  report  once  toe 
report  had  been  produced  and 
exchanged. 

The  parties  had  to  produce  those 
reports.  They  were  not.  at  that 

Sje,  evidence.  They  were  not 
davits.  They  were  not  plead¬ 
ings.  None  of  the  law  or  rules 
governing  evidence,  affidavits  or 
pleadings  applied  to  experts'  re¬ 
ports. 

The  documents  were  simply 
reports  exchanged  between  toe 
parties  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the 
court  which  would  lead  to  the 
giving  of  open  evidence  if  the 
expert  survived  until  tbe  start  of 
the  trial  and  would,  at  trial,  go  into 
the  witness  box  and  support  his 
report;  a  process  which  did  not 
always  in  fact  follow. 

Experts  had  been  known  to  die 
between  their  report  and  the  trial 
and  also  to  repent  of  their  report 
and  be  unwilling  to  go  into  the 
witness  box  and  give  such  evi¬ 
dence.  Editing  a  report  which  was 
never  givoi  in  evidence  would  be  a 
waste  or  time  and  effort. 

It  was  clear  law  from  toe 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Sullivan  v  West  Yorkshire  Pas¬ 
senger  Transport  Executive  Q1985] 
2  All  ER  134. 136. 137  and  140)  that 
the  court  had  no  power  to  consider 
whether  evidence  or  an  intended 
expen  was  admissible  in  ordinary 


terms  or  not  on  an  interlocutory 
application. 

Thus  the  Court  of  Appeal  were 
quite  dear  dot  no  interlocutory 
power  existed  to  attempt  to  edit 
evidence  at  that  stage.  A  judge  at 
trial  having  had  this  matter 
opened  to  him.  would  be  far  more 
familiar  than  any  judge 
tnrer locutorily  could  be  in  dealing 
with  what  was  in  truth  relevant. 

At  toe  present  time,  it  seemed  to 
his  Lordship  quite  impossible  for  a 
judge,  sitting  interlocutnrify  and  in 
advance,  to  take  it  upon  himself  to 
say  that  parts  of  an  undoubtedly 
qualified  experts  report  were  to  be 
struck  out  in  limine  and  before  toe 
hearing. 

Mr  Thorley  suggested  (hat  toe 
inherent  power  of  the  court  to 
control  its  own  procedure  could  be 
prayed  in  aid. 

However,  that  power  did  not 
indudea  power  to  edirtoe  report  of 
an  expert  and  in  his  Lordship'S - 
judgment  there  was  nothing  he 
could,  at  an  inierlocuiary  stage,  do 
about  toe  matter  and  he  therefore 
declined  to  make  any  order  on  the  ' 
motion. 

He  added  that  this  was  a  case  in 
which  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
Court  of  Appeal  were  to  overrule 
him  and  granted  leave  to  appeaL 

Sofidtors:  Rouse  &  Co.  Ftoplar: 
Hammond  Bale. 


Crucial  date  for  liability  for  compensation 


Regina  v  Investment  Com¬ 
pensation  Scheme  Ltd,  Ex 
parte  Taylor 

Before  Lord  Justice  Slaughton  and 
Mr  JiBOce  Tucker 
(Judgment  November  29] 

A  daim  in  dvil  liability  for 
compensation  following  dishonest 
conduct  by  a  regulated  investment 
broker  could  only  be  entertained  if 
liabiliiy  occurred  on  or  after 
December  18. 1986  and  not  before. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  so  stated  when  dismissing 
an  application  for  judical  review 
by  Joseph  Taylor  against  the 
decision  of  Investors  Compensa¬ 
tion  Scheme  Ltd  that  he  was  not 
eligible  for  compensation  pursuant 
to  the  Financial  Services 
(Compensation  of  Investors)  Rules 


1990,  as  amended  by  toe  1991  rules, 
in  respect  of  claims  against 
Beedicroft  Insurance  Brokers. 

Mr  Neil  Kitchener  for  Mr  Tay¬ 
lor;  Mr  Jonathan  R.  McManus  for 
ICS  Ltd. 

LORD  JUSTICE 

STAUGHTDN  said  that  toe  1990 
Rules  were  made  pursuant  to 
section  54  of  the  Financial  Services 
Act  1986.  The  concern  in  the 
presenr  case  was  the  effect  on  toe 

1990  Rules  of  an  amendment  in 

1991  m  rule  1-02(3)- 

Rule  1.02(3)  provided:  “Nothing 
in  any  rules  made  under  section  54 
of  toe  Act  is  to  be  interpreted  (if  ft 
otherwise  would  be)  as  authorising 
the  payment  of  compensation  on  a 
daim  except  to  the  extent  that  toe 
daim  is  a  daim  in  respecr  of  any 
description  of  dvfl  fiabflity  in¬ 


curred  on  or  after  18  December 
1986  in  connection  with  the  invest¬ 
ment  business  of  a  person  who.  at 
toe  time  compensation  is  to  be 
paid,  is  or  has  been  an  authorised 
person." 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment,  the 
revised  rule  was  rightly  framed  as 
an  overriding  provision.  When 
amending  the  rule  in  1991,  the 
Securities  and  Investments  Board 
were  stating  the  superior  con¬ 
straint  on  their  powers  not  enact¬ 
ing  it  for  themselves. 

One  bad  to  interpret  toe  relevant 
part  of  the  rule,  namely  the  words 
"daim  in  . . .  dvil  fiamfity”,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  the  other  parts  or  toe 
other  rules.  One  had  to  slay  with 
toe  law  as  to  toe  meaning  of  toe 
statute  which  Mr  Justice  Morrin 
laid  down  in  Securities  and  Invest¬ 
ments  Board  v  FIMBRA  QI992]  Ch 


268)  and  which  was  now  encap¬ 
sulated  in  the  rule. 

Mr  Taylor's  daim  did  not  an¬ 
swer  the  description  in  the  rule.  U 
was  a  claim  in  dvfl  liability 
incurred  in  April  1996  when  he 
entrusted  money  to  Mr  Barrett  of 
Beechcroft  who  promptly  ran  off 
with  it.  It  was  true  that  it  was  only 
in  1992  that  the  deception  was 
discovered,  but  liability  occurred 
when  Mr  Barrett  made  off  with  the 
money. 

The  compensation  scheme  was  a 
mutual  scheme  requiring  honest 
traders  to  make  good  the  losses  of 
dishonest  traders.  A  charitable  but 
strained  interpretation  of  the  rule 
would  not  avail  Mr  Taylor. 

Mr  Justice  Tucker  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Robinsons,  Derby; 
Wflde  Sapte. 


Power  to  hear  dispute  over  Northern  Cyprus  property 


In  re  Polly  Peek  Internation¬ 
al  pic 

Before  Mr  Justice  Rattee 
[Judgment  November  29[ 

The  English  court  had  jurisdiction 
to  bear  an  action  against  a  com¬ 
pany  which  was  in  amninistration. 
based  on.  allegations  that  the 
company's  subsidiaries  had  tres¬ 
passed  on  the  applicants'  property 
in  Northern  Cyprus  which  had 
been  seized  during  the  Turkish 
invasion. 

Although  an  action  for  trespass 
to  property  necessarily  involved 
establishing  tide  to  or  possession 
of  the  property,  itcould  not  be  said 
to  be  principally  concerned  with 

those  questions  and  therefore  toe 
court  was  entitled  under  section 
30(1)  of  die  Cm]  ' Jurisdiction  and 
Judgments  Act  1962  to  entertain 
the  proceedings  even  though  the 
property  was  situated  outside  toe 
jurisdiction.  . 

Mr  Justice  Rattee  so  held  in  toe 
CJiancery  Dfvistoh  when  granting 

toe  apparatus,  Marangas  Hotel 
Child,  Pharos  Estates  Ltd,  Agri¬ 
cultural  Products1  Cooperative 
Marketing  Union  (Sedigep)  Ltd 
and  Cyprus  Pans  Authority,  leave 
to  coramenre  proceeding*  against 
the  respondents.  Mr  Richard  An¬ 
thony  Stone.  Mr  Midrad  Anthony 
Jordan.  Mr  Christopher  Morris,' 
Mr  Christopher  John  Bartow, 
Polly  Peck  International  pic  and 
Mr  Ian  Bond. 

Miss  Barbara  Dohmnrm,  QC 
Mr  Ian  Bniwnlie,  QC  Mr  Thomas 
Beariey  and  Mr  Lawrence  Collins, 
solicitor,  for  the  applicant  Mr 
Michael  Crystal.  QC  and  Mr 
William .  Trower  for  the 


respondents. 

MR  JUSTICE  RATTEE  said 
that  the  application  was  the  latest 
in  a  long  line  of  litigation  arising 
from  the  collapse  of  Polly  Peck 
International  pic  which  was  in 
administration  pursuant  to  orders 
made  by  the  court. 

The  four  applicants  sought  leave 
under  section  11  of  the  Insolvency 
Act  1966  m  bring  proceedings 
against  Polly  Feck,  its  admin¬ 
istrators  and  die  scheme  super¬ 
visors  of  a  scheme  of  arrangement 
which  had  been  approved  by  die 
coun  under  section  425  of  the 
Companies  Act  1985. 

Under  section  11(3)  of  die  1986 
Act  toe  courts  consent  had  to  be 
obtained  before  proceedings  could 
be  commenced  against  a  company 
during  the  period  for  which  an 
administration  order  was  in  force. 

Hie  first  and  second  applicants 
were  companies  incorporated  in 
toe  Republic  of  Cyprus.  The  third 
applicant  was  a  cooperative  society 

with  limited  liability  and  the 
fourth  applicant  was  described  as 
a  state  body  of  toe  republic. 

The  applicants’ claims  related  to 
land  which  they  had  owned  in  the 
area  which  was  occupied  after  the 
invasion  by  Turkey  to  summer 
1974.  It  was  alleged  by  the  ap- 
plicants,  and  not  disputed  for  the 
purposes  of  the  present  applica¬ 
tion.  that  following:  toe  invasion, 
the  fllegal  government  imposed  on 
the  occupied  area  by  the  invaders 
purported  tn  expropriate,  into' 
alia,  the-  four  applicants'  prop¬ 
erties.  namely,  a  hotel,  an  apart¬ 
ment  block,  a  packaging  plant  and 
a  warehouse. 


Law  32  of  1975  of  the  Turkish 
Federated  State  of  Cyprus  pro¬ 
vided:  “All  tbe  immovable  prop¬ 
erties  left  in  the  Turkish  Federated 
State  belonging  to  foreigna-s.  that 
is  to  say  toe  Greek  Cypriots  and. 
the  mainland  Greece  people,  is  in 
the  control  possession,  administra- 
tion  and  ownership  of  the  Minister 
of  Finance."  The  Constitution  of 
1QSS  of  the  Turkish  Republic  of 
Northern  Cyprus  had  similar  pro¬ 
visions  to  that  effect. 

By  tbeir  draft  statement  of  daim . 
the  applicants  alleged  that  since 
that  appropriation,  one  or  more 
companies  which  were  subsid¬ 
iaries,  direct  or  indirect,  of  Folly 
Peck,  had  occupied  each  of  the 
applicants’  properties  without  the 
applicants'  authority  and  had 
thereby  trespassed  and  that  such 
trespass  was  with  toe  active  en¬ 
couragement  of  Polly  Peck 

In  March  1995  toe  admin¬ 
istrators.  as  part  of  the  process  of 
realisation  of  PoOy  Peck's  assets, 
sold  to  a  northern  Cyprus  com¬ 
pany  shareholdings  in  toe  com¬ 
panies  which  the  applicants 
alleged  had  trespassed  on  their 
properties. 

The  mam  relief  sought  by  the 
applicants  was  a  declaration  that 
the  administrators  were  construc¬ 
tive  trustees  for  some  of  the 
consideration  received  from  toose 
sales.  Hie  applicants  also  sought 
an.  injunction  to  restrain  the 
administrators  from  dealing  with 
the  moneys  received  from  those 
sales  without  giving  effect  to  toe  - 
applicants' claims. - 

His  Lordship  said  that  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  United  Kingdom 
did  not  recognise  the  Turkish 


Republic  of  Northern  Cyprus 
which  continued  to  have  de  facto 


control  over  toe  occupied  area 
despite  United  Nations  Security 
Council  resolutions  calling  on  it  u 
withdraw. 

Tbe  respondents  contended  that 
toe  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
entertain  the  action  and  that  in  any 
case  it  would  be  bound  to  fail 
because,  in  the  context  of  toe 
evidence  the  claims  pleaded  were 
misconceived. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  was 
to  be  decided  on  the  application  of 
section  30(1)  of  the  I9S2  Art  which 
provided  that  tbe  English  court's 
jurisdiction  to  “entertain  proceed¬ 
ings  for  trespass  to.  or  any  tort 
affecting,  immovable  property 
shall  extend  to  cases  in  which  the 
property  in  question  is  situated 
outside  ...  the  United  Kingdom 
unless  the  proceedings  are  prin¬ 
cipally  concerned  with  a  question 
of  tide,  or  the  right  to  possession  of. 
that  property". 

His  Lordship  said  toat  he  did 
nor  consider  mat  the  applicants' 
action  would  be  principally  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  question  of  their 
title  ta  or  right  to  possession  of 
[heirproperties. 

Of  course  in  any  action  for 
trespass  to  land,  it  would  be  a  sine 
qua  non  of  success  that  toe 

pjamtilfa  proved  their  right  to 
possession  at  toe  dates  of  toe 
alleged  trespass,  but  toat  right  was 
far  from  the  only  substantial, 
question  raised  by  the  proposed 

statement  of  claim. 

In  particular,  ft  raised  the  ques-  - 
tions: 

(0  whether  Polly  Peek  itself 
committed  any  acts  which  could  be 


characterised  as  trespass  by  it  on 
the  applicants'  properties  or  any  of  - 
them: 

(ii)  whether  by  piercing  the 
corporate  veil  Polly  Peck  could  be 
held  responsible  for  acts  of  tres¬ 
pass  by  its  direct  or  indirect 
subsidiaries,  and,  even  if  those 
questions  were  answered  in  Lite 
affirmative; 

(iii)  whether  toe  applicants  had 
any  rights  in  specie  in  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  fry  Polly  Peck  of  its 
shares  in  its  subsidiaries  as  op¬ 
posed  to  a  right  in  personam 
entitling  them  to  participate  in  toe 

scheme  of  arrangement. 

In  his  Uirdship'S  judgment  such 
questions  could  not  be  said  to  be 
merefy  incidental  to  toe  question  of 
the  applicants'  right  to  possession 
of  the  properties. 

Of  course  they  would  not  arise ; 
unless  toat  question  was  decided 
in  toe  applicants'  favour  but  they 
were  substantial  questions  going 
to  their  right  to  the  relief  sought  in 
die  action.  Accordingly,  toe  court 
would  have  jurisdiction  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  proposed  action  under' 
section  30(1)  of  the  1982  Act 
*  The  applicants’  draft  statement 
of  claim  contained  claims  which 
faced  formidable  obstacles,  but  in 
his  Lordship's  judgment  it  dis¬ 
closed  a  seriously  arguable  case 
against  Folly  Peck. 

His  Lordship  repressed  no  opin- 
kro  as  to  the  prospects  of  success  of 
the  daim  but  it  seemed  righr  in  the 
interests  of  justice  that  the  ap¬ 
plicants  should  have  leave  to  make 
it 

Solicitors  Osborne  Clarke; 
Cameron  Markby  Hewitt. 
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POP1 


It  has  been  a 
great  year  for 
those  sexy 
crusaders  of 
Thatcherism*  the 
Spice  Girls . . . 


POP2 


...and  Oasis 
continued  to 
dominate  the 
headlines  for 
all  sorts  of 


reasons ... 


POP3 


POP  4 


...but  the 
artist  formerly  . 
believed  to  be 
a  megastar 
bombed  out  of  ; 
sight  in  1096 .. . 


...  and  Sting 
was  among  the 
other  big 
names  who  found 
the  pickings 
slim  this  year 


POP:  David  Sinclair  looks  back  on  1996  as  the  year  in  which  tired  old  names  finally  rolled  out  of  sight 


Spicy  climax  to  a  year  of  big  losers 


Barely  had  the  bells  fin¬ 
ished  ringing  in  the  new 
year  than  Britpop  was 
declared  dead.  Oasis  were 
far  too  big  for  such  labels,  and 
Damon  Afbam.  we  subsequently 
learnt,  had  written  and  sung  those 
chirpy,  laddish  songs  while  suffer¬ 
ing  from  depression.  It  was  time  to 
get  serious. 

But  it  was  not  until  much  later  in 
1996  that  the  extent  of  Britpop's 
impact  was  fully  revealed.  For  this 
was  the  year  that  the  new  wave  of 
bands  finally  achieved  what  punk 
had  set  out  to  do  20  years  ago.  The 
idea  that  in  1976 Johnny  Rotten  and 
Co  might  actually  pose  a  threat  to 
the  dominant  market  position  of 
rock's  old  guard  and  establish  a 
new  pecking  order  may  seem 
laughable  in  retrospect,  even  if  it 
was  taken  seriously  then.  But  in 
19%  that  is  exactly  what  the  so- 
called  Britpop  bands  actually  did. 
Or  so  it  seemed. 

The  groundwork  had  been  done 
in  1995.  In  fact,  the  key  players  in 
the  revolution  did  little  this  year. 
There  were  no  new  albums  from 
Oasis,  Blur,  Pulp,  Supergrass, 
Black  Grape  or  Paul  Weller,  and  it 
was  left  to  the  Manic  Street 
Preachers  to  sweep  the  awards  with 
their  phoenix-from-the-ashes  al¬ 
bum  Everything  Must  Go. 

But  the  year  was  notable  as 
much  for  what  did  not  happen  as 
for  what  did.  For  no  apparent 
reason,  a  string  of  albums  by 
previously  gilt-edged  superstars, 
including  Phil  Collins.  R.E.M..  the 
Cure  and  Sting  all  failed  signifi¬ 
cantly  to  sell  what  was  expected. 

The  most  startling  turnaround 
was  in  the  fortunes  of  Prince. 
Winner  of  the  International  Male 
Artist  Award  at  the  Brits  in 
February,  he  alienated  industry 
and  fans  with  his  desultory  “con¬ 
tractual  obligation"  album  Chaos 
And  Disorder  which  sold  fewer 
than  40.000  copies  in  Britain,  and 
then  unleashed  a  triple  CD.  Eman¬ 
cipation,  that  sank  like  a  stone. 

The  sound  of  established  idols 
toppling  reverberated  well  beyond 
the  charts.  The  hubris  of  Michael 
Jackson  brought  forth  nemesis  in 
the  shape  of  Jarvis  Cocker  a 
laughable  prank  at  the  Brits  turned 
into  a  PR  nightmare  which  has 
done  more  lasting  damage  to 
Jacko’s  career  in  this  country  than 
ail  the  lurid  allegations  of  personal 
eccentricities  put  together. 

Paul  McCartney,  standing  shoul¬ 
der  to  shoulder  with  Status  Quo 
and  Iron  Maiden,  stooped  to  writ¬ 
ing  an  article  in  the  Daily  Mirror 
complaining  that  the  Beaties’ 
"new"  single,  Real  Love,  was  not 
being  played  enough  on  Radio  1. 
He  was  lucky  it  got  played  at  all. 

Radio  t  had  completed  the  most 
radical  overhaul  in  its  musical 
policy  since  the  station  began 
broadcasting  in  1967.  and  while 
you  did  not'  have  to  be  a  young, 
swashbuckling  new  act  to  get  on  its 
playlists,  i;  certainly  helped.  Chris 
Evans,  whose  flagship  Breakfast 
Show  and  Channel  4  TV  show.  777 
Friday,  offered  a  boisterous  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  brilliant,  the  boorish  and 
the  bizarre,  became  one  of  the  most 
influential  people  in  pop.  When  he 
started  schmoozing  Sharieen 
Spiteri  of  Glaswegian  has-beens 
Texas,  nr  championing  Chris  Rea's 
eccentric  film  soundtrack.  La 
Pcssione.  you  could  almost  hear 


How  could  we  ever  think  of  parting?  Oasis  celebrate  that  brotherly  feeling  at  Knebworth  in  August  (l Vhafs  The  Story)  Morning  Glory?,  though  released  last  year,  continued  to  sell  in  huge  numbers 


the  sound  of  record  company 
promotion  budgets  expanding  to 
capitalise  on  the  opportunity  his 
endorsement  represented. 

Oasis  staged  a  string  of  massive 
concerts  at  Knebworth.  Loch  Lo¬ 
mond  and  Maine  Road,  and  while 
records  by  the  older  superstars 
languished  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  chart,  their  album  {What's  The 
Story)  Morning  Glory?  achieved 
certified  sales  of  3,600.000  in  the 


UK.  equalling  Simply  Red's  Life 
and  Dire  Straits'  Brothers  in  Arms 


as  the  biggest-selling  album  ever 
released  in  the  UK  by  a  British  act 
Pulp  wan  the  Mercury  Music 
Prize.  And  albums  by  newly  suc¬ 
cessful  acts  including  Kula  Shaker. 
Ocean  Colour  Scene  and  the  soulful 
Lighthouse  Family  raced  to  single, 
double  and  triple-platinum  sales 
respectively. 


Britpop  has  succeeded  where 
punk  failed  essentially  by  stealing 
the  clothes  of  the  old  guard.  Rather 
like  new  Labour  portraying  itself  as 
the  party  of  low  taxation  and  sound 
economic  management,  foe  new 
bands  have,  generally  speaking, 
got  where  they  are  by  abandoning 
any  notion  of  bring  a  "radical 
alternative".  Ash,  Cast,  foe 
Bluetones.  foe  Lightning  Seeds. 
Space.  Suede,  the  Boo  Radleys, 
Skunk  Anansie,  the  Longpigs:  they 
are  the  mainstream  now. 

The  old-timers  had  not  entirely 
given  up,  however.  The  Sex  Pistols 
returned  in  front  of  30,000  fans  in 
Finsbury  Park,  which  was  a  sur¬ 
prising  success.  And  on  a  chilly 
June  day  in  Hyde  Park.  The  Who. 
Clapton  and  Dylan  attracted 
150.000  for  a  musical  rtostajgia- 
thoruThe  only  performer  under  the 


age  of  50  was  Alanis  Morissette.  22. 
who  played  fourth  on  the  bfll  even 
though  she  sold  more  records  in 
1996  than  the  others  combined. 

But  where  were  the  radical  new 
ideas  coming  from?  Tricky  made 
two  albums.  Nearly  God  and  Pre- 
Millennium  Tension,  that  were 
virtually  unlistenable.  and  there 


were  a  host  of  self-consciously 
weird,  trip-hop  albums  with  titles 
like  Let  No  One  Live  Rent  Free  In 
Your  Head,  that  were  too  artfully 
contrived  to  make  much  of  an 
impression  beyond  foe  pages  of  the 
music  press.  Beck’s  much-fancied 
album  Odelqy  was  a  similarly 
inscrutable  experience. 


1  Jagged  Little  PS 

2  (Whafs  The  Sto 

3  Faffing  Into  You 

4  Spice . . - 

5  Cider . . . 

6  Hie  Score . 

7  Take  Two - 

8  Greatest  Htta  .... 

9  Moratory  Shoata 

10  Greatest  Hits.-. 

C  ON 


dLitUePffl - 

's  The  Story)  Morning  Glory?., 
i  Into  You - - - - — 


. — Alanis  Morissette  (Maverick) 

- - Oasis  (Creation) 

_ _ _ Cefine  Dion  (Epic) 

- Spice  Girls  (virgin) 

— : _ George  kfichael  (Virgin) 

. . Fugees  (Columbia) 

.......  Robson  and  Jerome  (RCA) 

_ Take  That  (RCA) 

— .  Ocean  Colour  Scene  (MCA) 
... - Simply  Red  (East  West) 


But  the  realty  exciting  develop¬ 
ments  came  fran.  a  disparate 
collection  of  dance  acts  that  are 
increasingly  being  bracketed .  to¬ 
gether  under  the  banner  “new 
electronica".  Led  by  foe  Prodigy, 
who  are  going  to  be  the  key  act  of 
1997,  the  “movement"  includes 
artists  such  as  Underworld,  foe 
Chemical  Brothers.  Orbital,  DJ 
Shadow  and  Faithless.  AD  of  them 
have  thrived  in  the  charts  as  well  as 
cm  the  dance  floor  and  are  now 
becoming  increasingly  accessible. 

The  phenomenon  ’  of  1996. 
though,  was  surety  the  Spice  Girls: 
a  15  million-selling  demit  album, 
three  chart-topping  singles,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  No  Land  similar 
success  breaking  out  all  over  foe 
world,  with  the  one  exception  (so 
for)  of  America.  Their  take  on  the 
pure  pap  formula  was  witty. 


aspirational  and  sexy  in  a  way  that 
made,  the  equivalent  boy  lands, 
especially  Boyzone.  seem  dull  be¬ 
yond  belief  Unsurprisingly,  then, 
the  news  that  they  considered 
themselves  children  tf  the  Thatcher 
revolution  became  foe  biggest  pop 
story  since  Oasis  threatened  to  split 
up  for  a  couple  of  days. 

Pbp  musicians  may  regularly 
own  up  to  acts  of  extravagant 
depravity  without  anyone  turning  a 
hair,  and  certain  rap  stars  have 
been  tried  in  the  American  courts 
this  year  on  charges  ranging  from 
gang-rape  to  murder  without  at¬ 
tracting  a  murmur  of  condemna¬ 
tion  from  the  music  press.  But  in 
the  wacky  world  of  pop,  expressing 
support  for  foe  Tories  remains  the 
ultimate  taboo.  If  the  Spice  Girls 
can  cany  that  off,  they  can  get 
away,  with  anything. 


Welcome  to  the 
global  ceilidh 


Rock  On  rocks  off 


(Tver  1 15.000 have  seen  Living  Bridges  and  designs  for  a  new  Thames  Bridge. 

Exhibition  extended  until  5  January  1997 


THE  CHIEFTAINS 
Santiago 

(BMG  0902646602-2) 

WE’RE  all  Irish  now.  Ry 
Cooder.  Linda  Ronstadt  and 
lxs  Lobos  join  Paddy 
Moloney  and  the  boys  as  they 
journey  fo  Galicia  in  northern 
Spain,  “the  world’s  most  un¬ 
discovered  Celtic  country". 
The  result  is  a  fascinating 
blend  of  traditional  Irish  and 
Hispanic,  with  Carlos  Nunez 
on  the  Galician  bagpipes  out¬ 
standing.  There  is  a  Mexican 
maria du  tune  and  a3tFstrong 
Cuban  choir  and  it  only  re¬ 
quires  a  small  stretch  of  the 
imagination  to  hear  the  com¬ 
mon  thread.  The  Chieftains 
could  so  easily  rest  on  foeir 
laurels  after  all  these  years. 
Instead  they  are  still  extending 
foe  boundaries  of  Irish  music. 
Traditional,  yes;  stale,  never. 


ingly  assured  for  a  debut  and 
is  already  on  foe  way  to 
making  Lo  one  of  the  biggest 
names  in  African  music.  The 
effect  on  first  hearing  is  posi¬ 
tively  spine-tingling  —  and  ft 
gets  better  with  every  play. 


'Superb  models  of  bridges, 
real  and  fantastic' 

Tim  9  Cut 

'A  stunning  exhibition' 


’Living  Bridges'  also  includes 
the  Thames  Water  Habitable 
Bridge  Competition. 


Surriav  Times 


Sever,  architects  exhit:;  t-vi-  Sesicts 
for  3  new  Inhabited  Tr.omos  crcssmc. 


-itm  in;  v.  is.  -  - v.,;  .-jc---, 


'Lwvig  Bridges'  b  supprad  ttj  aw  Corporation  of  London  and  a*  Gtatralc  dts  Enix  Group  tn  woa 
Die  Independent.  The  exhibilba  MBS  iMtead  MittiUw  Centre  Georges  Pompidou.  (MNAM-CCU. 
Living  Bridges'  mdu*s  aw  Tham«  Water  Hibrta Bridge  Competition. 


CHEIKH  LO 
Ne  La  Thiass 
(World  Circuit  WCD-046) 
THE  world  music  album  of 
foe  year,  according  to  many 
judges.  From  Senegal  and 
produced  by  Youssou  N’Dour, 
Chrikh  Lo  has  a  magical  voice 
and  writes  lilting  songs  about 
the  world  around  him.  The 
sound  is  basically  acoustic  but 
ripples  with  both  West  African 
and  Cuban  rhythms.  Warm 
!  and  intimate  with  a  spiritual 
J  quality,  the  album  is  astonisft- 


MIRA 

New  Hope  for  the  Dead 
{JVC  9006-2) 

AN  INTRIGUING  but  not 
always  satisfactory  “tirans- 
global  fusion",  with  elements 
of  Chinese  opera,  Persian 
ballads,  Balinese  gamdan.  In¬ 
dian  Sim  music  and  much 
else.  It  is  the  imaginative 
brainchild  of  composer  Mar¬ 
tin  Gordon,  and  the  cast-of- 
ihousands  blend  is  at  its  best 
exciting.  If  impossible  to  de¬ 
fine  —  pop  and  dance,  techno 
and  traditional  sounds  swirl¬ 
ing  wildly  together.  Full 
marks  for  bravery  but  foe 
result  is  overambitious:  it  is  as 
if  the  album  was  recorded  for 
one  of  those  time  capsules 
launched  into  space,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  a  composite  of  the 
music  of  foe  entire  gjobe  in  60 
minutes.  Unsuspecting  aliens 
will  probably  love  if. 

NiGEL 

Williamson 


THERE  might  not  seem  to 
be  an  obvious  connection 
between  Camden  Town  be¬ 
coming  the  most  popular 
British  tourist  attraction  of 
1996  and  Rock  On.  a  tiny 
run-down  record  store  be¬ 
side  the  Tube  station.  But 
the  small  shop  was  one  of 
foe  reasons  why  people 
started  coming  to  the  area  in 
the  first  place. 

Rock  On  was  opened  in 
August  1975  by  Ted  CarroUL . 
a  genial  Irishman  who  had 
comanaged  Thin  :  Lizzy, 
and  his  partner.  Barry . 

«.  The  shop's  coffec- 
biues.  soul.  R&B, 
rockabilly,  reggae  and  ska 
immediately  made  it  a  Mec¬ 
ca  for  serious  record  colleo- . 
tors  and  ft  was  also  one  of 
the  few  places  to  cater  for  the 
burgeoning  punk  scene. 

By  foe  end  of 1975,  Carroll 
and,  fellow  Irishman  Roger 
Armstrong  had  used  a  smaS 
n»m  above  the  shop  to  start 
Chiswick  Records,  one -of.-, 
the  first  independent  record  _• 
labels,  whose  roster  includ¬ 
ed  the  Damned  and 
Motorhead  and  lesser 
known  bands  fronted  by 
such  future  stars  as  Joe 
Stnunmer.  BiQy  Bragg  and  - 
Jim  Kerr. ... 

The  presence  of  Chiswick 
Records  and  its  dose  prox¬ 
imity  to  Camden  Town 
Tube  station  made  Rock  On 


Camden’s 
most  famous 
record  shop  is 
about  to  cldse 
its  doors 


a  natural  hang-out  for  musi¬ 
cians..  most  notably  foe 
Clash,  who  lived  in  a  dilapi¬ 
dated  warehouse  near  by 
and  would  go  into  the  shop 
to  keep  warm.  Madness, 
Pool  Weller.  Elvis  Costello, 
the  Pogues,  Van  Morrison 
and  Robert  Plant  were  also 
Rock  On  regulars,  and  Bob 
Dylan  bought  records  there 
while  he  was  filming  Hearts 
of  Fire  in  the  nearby  Electric 
Ballroom  in  1986.  - 
In  recent  years,  Rock  On 
has  attracted  the  more  dis¬ 
cerning  among  foe  new 
breed  of  Camden  pop  stars. 
Jarvis  Cocker  pops  in.  Noel 
Gallagher  can  be  found 
browsing  among  the  soul 
records,  and  Bobby  Gilles¬ 
pie  frequently  calls  into  foe 


tracks  from  the  forthcoming 
Primal  Scream  album.  - 
Most  of  the  regulars  auto¬ 
matically  assume  that  Rock 
On  foe  north  Lomfon 
immf  store  on  which  Nick 


Hornby  based  his  best  sell¬ 
ing  novel  High  Fidelity. 
Even  ft  ougb  Hornby  insists 
’  that  his  book  was  not  based 
on  any  place  in  particular, 
there  are  parallels  between 
Rock  On  and  his  fictitious 
Championship  Vinyl. 

“Hornby's  book  could 
easily  be  about  Rock  On" 
says  CarroIL  “He  managed 
to  suss  out  foe  perviness  of 
record  collectors  and-  just 
how  far  they  will  go  to 
obtain  certain  discs." 

It  is  ironic  that  Rock  On. 
which  kick-started  foe 

whole  idea  of  popstaxs 
hanging  out  in  Camden, 
should  become  a  victim  of 

the  area’s  popularity.  A  mas¬ 
sive  increase  in  rent  predpi- 
a  joint  decision 
«*w*n  Carroll  and  the 

shop’s  manager.  Paul 

Cwynarski,  to  caO  ft  a  day — 
Rods  On  will  dose  its  dire 
on  New  Year's  Eva 

It  is  not  yet  known  what 
’"J.openuiftspiace.butitis 

wdikely  to  fflj  foe  gap  left  by 
one  of  the  wofofe  best- 
known  record  shops.  As 

aS“88*  says' 

dosing?  ThaTs 
theend.  isn’t  it?  FuU  stop- 


Ann  Scanlon 


t2SkfiKJ*atlK"l*h  Town 

Wj.tr  is  open 
t23J  Ham  6pm  until 


twit 


fOW 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  '27 1996 


lose 


■  HERITAGE 

Crowning  glories: 
five  of  the 
finest  go  on 
show  in  a  new 
exhibition  at  the 
Tower  of  London 


their 

crowns 

Derwent  May  gets  to  handle  the 
royal  sparklers  as  they  are  prepared 
for  a  show  at  the  Tower  of  London 


I  am  forbidden  to  disclose 
exactly  where  I  was,  but 
the  Crown  Jeweller  was 
leading  the  way.  David 
Thomas,  a  quiet,  middle-aged 
man.  opened  a  door  and 
ushered  me  into  the  London 
workshop  of  Garrard,  the 
jewellery  firm. 

Craftsmen  sat  at  benches 
round  the  large  room,  each 
working  over  a  kind  of  scallop- 
shell  made  of  thick  leather, 
with  a  little  bunsen  burner  by 
his  side.  If  a  hot  piece  of  silver 
falls  cm  to  the  leather  it  might 
bum  it.  but  it  will  • 

not  bum  right 
through  and  fallto  £  ] 
the  floor.  And  at 
the  end  of  the  day  pant 

all  the  fine  filings  rau' 

of  gold  and  silver  nrvrm 

can  be  gathered  at  wIUI 

the  bottom  of  the  ■ 
soft  leather  and.  Jewel 
saved.  At  least, 
most  of  them  can  TGIl1 

—  Bill  Foreman, 
the  Garrard  work¬ 
shop  manager,  said  that  when 
a  carpet  was  taken  up  after 
nine  years  on  the  workshop 
floor  and  melted  down,  it 
yielded  a  molten  mass  of  gold 
and  silver  worth  £1,400. 

One  man  was  working  on  a 
tiara  for  a  private  customer, 
creating  the  fine  filigree  work 
into  which  some  of  die  dia¬ 
monds  were  already  sec.  The 
mounts  were  lined  with  gold, 
which  shone  faintly  through 
the  translucent,  wttirir  The 
whole  job  would  take  him  a . 
year.  But  we  were  going  to  see 
something  even  more  spectac¬ 
ular  than  a  new  tiara:  four 
royal  crowns,  the  state  crown 
of  George  1,  the  coronation 
crown  of  George  IV,.  die 
coronation  crown  of  Queen 
Adelaide  in  1831,  ana  die 
coronation  crown  of  Queen 
Alexandra. 

To  be  precise,  we  were  going 
to  see  the  frames  of  these 
crowns,  for  after  a  Coronation 
the  jewels  are  traditionally 
removed,  to  be  reused  in  an 
new  crown  for  the  next 
monarch. 


CFor 
centuries, 
coronation 
jewels  were 
rented  3 


■  CHOICE  1 

Lewis  Carroll 
would  have  loved 
the  Mad  Hatter’s 
Christmas  Concert 

VENUE:  Tomorrow 
at  the  Barbican 


ARTS 


Garrard,  the  Crown  Jewel¬ 
lers.  were  doing  repairs  on 
these  frames  in  preparation 
for  a  new  exhibition  at  the 
Tower  of  London.  They  were 
being  kept  for  the  time  being 
cm  a  bench  in  a  side-roam  of 
the  workshop,  two  in  modem 
boxes  in  blue  leather,  two  in 
ancient  boxes  clothed  in  crim¬ 
son  velvet. 

The.  most  dramatic  is 
George  IV^f  coronation  crown. 
The  Prince  Regent  waited  so 
long  for  his  father,  George  m, 
to  die  that  when  he  finally 
•  came  to  the  throne 

he  was  determined 
for  •  have  a  really 
astounding  Coro- 
11*100  nation.  His  huge 

’  coronation  crown 

ofinn  contained  12314 

ldUUn  diamonds  -  and 

•werp  this  was  before  di- 

i  wcic  amonds  were 

»  *  found  in  profusion 

EU  J  in  Africa. 

The  silver  and 
gold  workman¬ 
ship  rat  this  crown  probably 
surpassed  anything  ever  dene 
of  its  kind.  There  had  to  be 
12314  mounts  for  the  dia¬ 
monds  —  many  of  them  in 
very  awkward  shapes.  Mr 
Thomas  also  brought  out  the 
original  “cap"  of  puxple  velvet, 
which  is  placed  inside  the 
crown  infill  it  out  between  the 
four  main  silver  “arches". 

ueen  .Adelaide’s 

-#*•  coroaaeetfcrown  is 

m.--  '"*  quite  small  by  am- . . 

trast.  although  very 
...  delicately  worked. 

Rir  this  exhibition,  Garrard 
had  to  rehtove  the  paste  jewels 
and  cultured  pearis  that  had 
been  put  into  it.  at  some  point 
Coronation  crowns-  art  tradi¬ 
tionally  set  with  pearls  and 
diamonds.  The  coloured  jew¬ 
els  are  ' reserved  for  state 
crowns  such  as  George  I’s  — 
worn  as  the  monarch  leaves 
Westminster  Abbey  after  the 
Coronation,  and  at  the  State 
Opening  of  Parliament 
Queen  Alexandra's  corona¬ 
tion  crown  is  at  present  set 


Garrards  jewellery  workshop  manager  Bill  Foreman  with  die  Queen  Adelaide  crown 


with  rock  crystal  stones,  which 
are  being  retained  for  the 
exhibition.  There  is  be  a  fifth 
crown  frame  on  show.  Queen 
Victoria*  stale  crown,  on  loan 
from  the  Museum  of  London. 
-.'  At  tfte  Tower  of  London  I 
met  a  22-year-old  assistant 
curator.  Anna  Keay,  who  has 
been  researching  die  history  of 
the  crowns.  Until  Queen  Vic¬ 
toria's  time,  the  monarch  gen¬ 
erally  did  not  own  die  Crown 
Jewels.  They  were  actually 
owned  by  the  Crown  Jeweller, 
and  rented  from  him  for  a 
month  whenever  there  was  a 
Coronation. Thecrown  frames 
live  an  independent  existence. 
Three  of  the  ones  I  saw  have 
only  recently  come  back  into 
die  Crown’S  possession:  the 
George  I,  George  IV  and 
Queen  Adelaide  frames.  When 
Victoria  came  to  die  throne. 


they  were  abandoned-  and 
given  to  the  then  Crown 
Jeweller,  Rundell,  Bridge  and 
Rundefl.  That  firm  went  bank¬ 
rupt,  and  the  frames  were  sold 
to  Lord  Amherst  and  largely 
forgotten  until  the  family  put 
them  up  for  sale  a  year  ago. 
They  were  offered  through 
Aspreys  for  £3  million,  and 
Prince  Jefri  BoDdah  of  Brunei 
bought  them  and  gave  them  as 
a  present  to  die  Queen. 


Their  return  coincided 
with  an  idea  that  the 
curator  of  the  Historic 
Royal  Palaces,  Simon 
Thurley,  had  been  turning 
over  —  diat  there  should  be 
another  permanent  exhibition 
in  the  Tower  telling  rather 
more  of  the  history  of  the 
Crown  Jewels  than  is  possible 
in  the  current  display. 


So  now  the  Martin  Tower— 
the  former  home  of  the  regalia, 
and  die  scene  of  the  only 
successful  attempt  to  steal  the 
jewels,  by  Colonel  Blood  in 
1671  —  has  put  the  five  crown 
frames  on  show  as  part  of  a 
new  exhibition  called  Crowns 
and  Diamonds.  It  charts  the 
evolution  of  royal  crowns  in 
Britain  and.  in  particular,  the 
role  ofv  diamonds  in  that 
history -V: 

The  most  remarkable  sight 
in  the  exhibition  is  George  IV’s 
coronation  crown  frame.  For 
at  its  side  is  a  heap  of  I23I4 
diamonds  —  the  number  that 
would  be  needed  to  recreate  it 
in  all  its  glory.  Worth  £23 
million,  they  are  on  loan  from 
De  Beers  Centenary. 

•  Crowns  and  Diamonds  is  on 
display  daily  (except  Jan  I)  at  the 
Tower  of  London 


■  CHOICE  2 

Knockout  stuff: 
Frank  Bruno  treads 
the  boards  in  Jack 
and  the  Beanstalk 

VENUE:  New  at  the 
Alhambra,  Bradford 


LONDON 

HANSEL  AND  GRETEL.  Jote  the 
edventuous  sfeings  as  they  abandon 
ta  safety  ol  their  home  IQ  journey  mo 
tf®  torea  and  the  unknown.  FWer 
Bridges  (bads  the  OwtJan  Open 
Conpany  m  a  magical  produonn  ot 
Engteben  HmpeitSnek'a  turfy  opera. 
A  rtrodUGMn  id  musk:  drama 

lor  cMdten  aged  sb  and  over. 

Cinema  1,  Balkan.  SHc  Street,  EC2 
(0171-638  8891).  Tonight,  tomorrow  and 
Sraidoy.  Hem 

THE  MAD  HATTER'S  CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT-  Explore  Lewis  CarroTs 
Wonderland  rath  conductor  Fraser 
Gouldtng  and  the  London  Concert 
Orchestra.  The  restive  programme 
indudes  mageal  atones.  supriae9  and 
pBy  mufite.  tocfcjdne  Ste^n  fltdS:  Sana 
Ctaus  is  Coming  to  Town.  Mtetaig  h  the 
Afrfrom  7fta  Showman  cartoon  and  The 
UppopotamaSong  WMAIasdae 
Malloy  as  ta  Mad  Houat  end 
SamarthaShewasAice. 

Barbican.  Sk  Sheet  EC2  pi  71 -838 
8891}.  Tomorrow.  330pm 

MEDEVAL  MAGIC:  ChOdran  aged 
three  and  met  are  rw£od  to  participate 
n  the  David  Wood  Magic  end  Mask 
Show  (Sunday,  3pm)  At  7.30pm.  Srfatu 
presents  the  Lord  of  Misrule.  a  hardy 
concert  ot  medtaval  carols,  dances  and 
cotourfii  hstrumertal  pieces.  Part  o( 
the  Dance  h'  Drone  Festival. 

Ponatfl  Room.  Socflh  Banfc,  5£J 
(0171-960  4243).  Surdtv.  3pm.  730pm. 


□  AS  YOU  LIKE  IT:  Stauan  Alton's 
superbly  cast  produoon  (ram  Ms  year's 
Sfradord  cams  to  London  where  I  wtl 
tun  irtd  March. 

Barbican.  SB*.  Street,  EC2  (D1 71-638 
8801).  ToragN  and  tomorrow.  7.15pm; 
mat  Sat.  2pm.  In  rap  B 

B  BEAUTY  ANDTHE  BEAST.  The 
Chrtstmss  shows  at  this  theatre  era 
among  the  vay  best  r  the  county 
Laubice  BosweH  (Ureds  tas  yew  s.  with 
marionettes  and  automata  staffing  the 
Beast's  palaoe 

Yoiaig  Vie.  The  Cut  SE1  (0171-828 
8303).  Various  teres.  10  30am.  1 30pm. 
230pm.  7pm  Urti  February  1 

□  THE  BEAUTY  QUEEN  OF 
ITO4ANE:  Quick  reroti  tor  Martin 
McDonagh's  woB-craJted  and  groans 
drama  oi  love  tod  in  Connemara.  Wkh 
Jane  Brennan  as  the  trustiated 
daughter  to  Anna  Monahan. 

Royal  Court  (Duka  of  York's),  Si 
Marttt's  Lane,  WC2  (0171-565  5000). 
Mon-Sal.  7  30pnr.  met  Sat  3  30pm. 

□  DEATH  OF  A  SALESMAN'  Ain 
Aimaaong  ptaya  tha  hoOcmr  man 
deluded  by  dogam  in  a  competed 
produenon  ol  Mllei's  drama. 

National  (Lyttelton).  Sodh  Bat*.  SE1 
(0171-928  2252).  Tonight-Wed,  730pm; 
mat  Sal  and  Tue.  2.15pm  In  rap. 

■  FAMILY  CIRCLES'  Early 
Aycktocum'  throe  asters  change 
partners  lor  eadi  scene,  showng  that 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  DAYLIGHT  (12):  Sylvester  SUStna 
rescues  a  cross-section  of  human  <y 
tram  a  Uazmg  New  Yofk  tdtnel 
Amusngokfestyle  dueler  mom 
ABCs:  Baksr  Strata  (01 71-935  97721 
Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171-636 
6148)  Empire  (0990688  990)  Odeon 
Swiss  Cottage  [01426914096)  UCJ 
Whfttasys  ®((B90  8S8990)  Virgins: 
Chetaea  (0171-352  50961  Tracadero  £) 
(0171-43400311 

SURVIVING  PICASSO  (15).  Anthony 
Hopksts  as  Rosso  the  awnsnsar  an 
rtwesmg  Mm.  tut  an  unsympatna<c 
hero.  Dseaor.  James  ivoty. 

Mlnama  (0171-235  422S)  Odaon 
Swim  Cottage  (0171-5863057)  Ranoir 
(0171-837  8402)  Rtoy  (0171-7372121) 
Semen  on  Baker  Street  (0171 835 
27721 UCI  WMMeys  (09908S8  990) 
Vbgliia:  FUlham  Road  (01 71 -370  2636) 
Haymarkat  (0171 839 1527)  Warner 
What  End  (0171-437  4343) 

THROUGH  THE  OLIVE  TREES  |U) 
Abbas  Ktarosiam's  him  about  modems 
on  an  banian  hkn  set  in  countryside 
devastated  by  an  earmquate 
Ranoir  (0171-8376402) 

CURRENT 

EVITA  (PG)'  Madonna  smgs  v«h 
passion,  bui  cstxJuction  overtoil  plays 
harocwOh  Lloyd  Webber  stock  opera 


FAMILY  EVENTS 


A  daily  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Gillian  Maxay 


ELSEWHERE 

BRADFORD-  Flank  Bnjro  jams 
magoan  Geottrgy  Durham  end  Kan 
Mortey  (Rag  Hafcaswwth  Coronation 
Street)  n  oe  magical  tairy-iate  d  Jack 
and  the  BoanataK  With  PauISqme 
Mortey  Seed  (01274 
752COO)  Tonerit  2pm,  7pm,  tomonewr. 
2  30pm  and  7pm:  Sunday.  1pm  and 
5pm  Then  various  tines:  contact  box 
cilice  lor  dentals  Closed  New  Yea's 
Day  UnU  February  8  Q 

CARDIFF:  Moccow  City  Betters 

Chratmas  repertoire  mebdes  Die 
enthamiig  love  story  o(  Swan  Lake, 
dancad  to  TdwtoiTOry's  haunting  score 
Wtti  the  National  Bala  Orchestra 
St  Danrld'e  Hafl,  The  Hayes  (01222 
878444)  Tonight,  tomorrow,  Mon 
230pm  and  730pm.  Sun.  5pm:  Tie. 
230pm  Unu  December  31  B 

GLASGOW.  Qetry  Mulgrew  dttects 
Cornmumcado  Theatre  CcrTpirt/s 
Chnstrrias  heat  Tates  of  Arabbn 
Mflhta.  sultabiy  locatbad.  with  a  game 
m  a  teapot  and  suertte  A  least  of 
dapstx*.  versa,  music  and  ma^c. 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jaramy  Kingston's  aiaasament 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 

■  House  full,  returns  only 
B  Soma  swds  awrilabie 
□  Seats  at  an  prices 


mafflags  can  be  hazardous  whoever 
you  dnose  Entertawg  frohe 
Orange  Tree,  Clarence  Street, 
Richmond  (0181-9403633).  Mon-Sal. 
7.45pm;  man  Thurs  (Jan  2,  B.  1&  23), 
230pm:  Fn  (Dee  27.  Jan  3).  4pm;  Sal 
4pm.  Untl  February  15 

□  MARRY  ME  A  UTTLE  Dover 
gaihenng  of  Sondhean  ou-lakes. 
agreeably  sung  by  Rebecca  Front  and 
CUre  Carlei  n  a  65-trtnute  show. 
BridewMi.  Bride  Lane.  EC4  (0171-936 
3456).  Opens  loday-Dec  30.  Jan  1-4. 7- 
1 1 . 7  30pm;  mas  Jan  5  and  1 1 . 
430pm.  UnU  January  1 1 . 

a  A  MIDSUMMBI NKSHTS 
DREAM.  Jonathan  NOet's  1930s 
update  tnataa  the  kws  witly  n 
unexpected  dvaettons 
Aknekia.  Almeida  Street,  N1  (0171-359 
4404)  Mon-Sal.  7  30pm.  mat  SaL  3pm 

□  NME  YestcrtfKoprt  muscal  based 
on  Feknl's  Bh  Style  elevated  above 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brawn's  assessment  ot 
tlkns  in  London  and  (whsra 
Indicated  with  the  symbol  * ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


Btfrh  Amenta  Banderas  and  Jcnatfian 
Pryce  Oected  by  Alan  Parker 
Odeon  West  End  (01426815  5741 

S  THE  FIRST  WIVES  CLUB  iPG) 

Broad  comedy  about  vengeful 
Martaban  nines.  «ah  iucv  parts  hr 
Diane  Keaton  Bette  Wvflei  and  GokSe 
Hawn  Director.  Hugh  Wilson 
Empire  Q  (0990  888990)  Odeon* 
Kensington  (01426  914666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426914098) 

Scraan/Bakar  Street  (0171-935  2772i 
UCI  WMotays  B I0W0  888890) 
Vbgina:  Mum  Road  (017187D263E) 
1tacadMDG(0i  7f-434  003T) 
s  JINGLE  ALL  THE  WAY  (PG)' 
AQgre88Nriy  American  ChfKmas 
comedy  ,  with  Arnold  Schwarzenegger 
as  a  dad  m  search  oi  a  preed  acton  toy 
Odoona:  Kansbigtan  101426914666) 
Mezzanine  Q  {01426  915683)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  9140981  Plaza® 

(0990  888990)  UCI  Whttaieys  £j  10990 
888690)  VbWna:  Chaiaaa  (01 71 -3S2 


■  CHOICE  3 

Michael  Flailey’s 
Lord  of  the 
Dance  whiris 
into  Newcastle 

VENUE:  At  the 
Arena  until  Tuesday 


Tron.  Tmngete  KJ141-552  4267) 

Today,  tomonon  and  Mon,  2pm  and 
7  30pm.  New  YeariEve.  2pm;  dosed 

Jan  l  and?  last  performances  J*> 3 

and  4. 2pm  and  730pm 
NEWCASTLE  Michael  Finney  is  |cmed 
tv  38  dancess  and  a  soprano  singer  ai 
the  Elan  ot  a  tne-venue.  Bnbsh  rour  oi 
Lord  of  the  Danes  The  Cette  dance 
Epeciacutei.  combining  fak  culture  and 
htgh-ioch  roc*,  is  dvecteo  by  Adane 
PhGpc.  w*h  sens  by  Jonathan  Part,  and 
cosames  by  Sue  Blane. 

Mawoaefle  Arana  (0191-401 8000) 
Sinlay-Tue,  Dec  31. 8pm.  Next  m 
Mawchaalar.  Nyntu  Arena  (0161-930 
8000.  January  2-4 

LONDON  GALLERIFS 

Bdttofa Mueoom  Mysiencsoi Ament 
Ovna (01 71-636  1555) .  .Chris 
Beetle*-  The  Brush  Art  ot  Susttanor. 
1780-1996 10171-8397551)  GStlrye 
Hhjaaum.  Cbnsimas  Past  (01 71  -729 
9893) . .  Hayward  Howato  Hodgl'Jr 
PaHJngs  (0171-938  3144) 

Lleweflyn  Ahatander  A  Feast  of  Food 
nAn  (0171820 1322)  .  Museum  ot 

London  Streets  n  the  Sky  the 
Paintings  o(  Davtd  Hephet  (0171-600 
0607/  National  Associate  ArtBl 
Paw  Bake  (0171-747  2885) 

National  Put  halt  John  Kcbai  Photo¬ 
graphic  Portrait  Award  1996  (0171 -3M 
0055)  Royal  Academy:  From 
Mart  egna  to  Picasso  (0171-439 
7438)  .. V*A-Amencannwrography 
1890-1965  (0171-938  B34W8441) 


substance  Pretty  kocte. 

Donmar  Warehouse,  Eartram  Street, 
WC2  (0171-369 1732).  Mon-Sal. 

.7  30pm.  mats  Wad  and  Sat.  3pm 

□  PLUMMER-  Go#  Rhys  Jonas  and 
Kevwi  McNally  n  merty.  though  terribly 
snobbish,  Ben  Travers  taice  With 
Kevwi  McNaiy  and  Sara  Crowe 
Savoy.  SDaiKL  WC2  <01 71 836 8B88). 
Mon-Sa,  7  30pm;  mats  today  (Dee  27). 
Thura  and  SaL  230pm 

■  SUOKEY  JOTS  CAFE  STOhled 
"The  Songs  of  Leber  and  Stoller".  Ffil 
Broadway  comptelion  ahow 
Prince  at  Wales.  Coventry  Street.  W1 
(01718395987).  Mon-Sa  Bpm.  mats 
Thurs  and  Sat.  3pm 

LONG  RUNNERS 

□  Blood  Brothers  Phoena  (0171-369 
1733)  DAn  Inspector  Cab- 
Gamch  (01 71-494  50851  . 

QJaiaan  Victoria  Palace  (01 71 834 
1317)  . .□  Mariki Guerre- Prince 
Edward  101 71-447  5400)  ...■  Mks 
Saigon  Drury  Lane  (0171-494  540C} 

P  The  Mousetrap  Si  Martin's  (pin- 
836  1443)  ■  Ollveri.  Paladum 

(0171-4845020)  ■  The  Phantom 

ofthaOpere  Her  Majesty's  (0171 J84 
5400)  □  Tommy-  Shaftesbury 

(01 71879  5399) ...  P  The  Woman  In 
Blade  Fortune  (0171836  2238) 

TIcKa  mtpimation  SLppBad  by  Scoety 
of  London  Theatre. 


5066)  Trocadero  (0171-434  0031) 
Warner  (0171-437  4343) 

♦  MATILDA  (PG)  Roald  Dart's  Kte 
about  a  precocious  girl  (Mara  Wlaon) 
who  bruTiphs  over  pesky  adults.  Danny 
DeViro  co-stars  and  d recta 
Odecns:  Kensington  (01426  914666) 
Swfats  Cottage  (01426914096)  RRzy 
101 71-737  2121 1  UCI  WhAatoyaQ 
(0990  888990)  Vkglns:  Chelsea  lOT  71- 
352  SOBS)  Trocadaro  (Q171 -434 

0031)  Warner  (01 71-437  4343) 

♦  101  DALMATIANS  (U1  Glenn  Close 
imocta  spots  oh  me  dogs  in  rh&  live- 
ac&an  edflon  oi  the  cannon  classic 
Win  Jefl  Danas  and  Jody  ftchadson 
Bartdcan  G  (01 71 -638  8891 ) 

Ctaphsm  Picture  House  (0171  -498 
33231  Odoonc  Kensington  (01426 
9146661  Leicester  Square  (01426815 
663)  Swiss  Cottage  (01426914096) 
Rk>  ,0171-254  66771  Ritzy  (0171  -737 
2121)  Screan/Baker  Street  (0171-935 
2772)  uct  WMMeys  (B  (0990  888990) 
Vtrgtnc:  Cbebea  (0371-352  KX>6) 
Fulham  Hoed  tOI  71-370  2636) 

THE  UMBRELLAS  OF  CHERBOURG 

(PGi  Sptencfid  revival  d  Jacques 
Demy's  bnter -sweet  musical  ol  1964 
With  Cahenne  Deneuve 
Barbican  (0171838  8891)  Cuxon 
Mayfair  (0171-369  17201  Richmond 
iOiai-332  0030i  Screen  on  the  H(H 
(0171-4353366) 


)I1  Vtlt’ 


k>  ^ 


OPERA  &  BALLET 

C0USHM  0171 6328300 
UNTIL  4  JANUARY  Mai  »Stt 
2X8  73501  Ds:2S7(znJ 
THE  INCOMPARABLE 

KBOV  BALLET  -- 

l^teHotetdoa- 

ROYAL  OPB1A  HOUSE  01 71 304 
40031x50  Oftaei  Standby  nfa 
rcke£  aotiabk  on  t«  day 

U»  Royal  Opera 

Menm730Tuw55arRM 

7X  rstt’itffjCHBIWN 
Tha  Royal  BtiW 

7aSn2X87X  Sac200870a 
TaesTaSOHDEBaiA 

ROYAL  FESTIVAL  HAU 
01 71  SBC  4242 
En^d-NaunajBMM  - 

THE  NUTCRACKEB 

■J*f  ”  jar  Eves  733pm 

Uses  232(262728X31  Dec 
*23 4  11  Jg>33Qpm.Nopert5Stfi 

SADLER'SWaiSMAe 
PEACOCK  THEATIffi  0171 314 

saoc 

unch-ai 

CByBaBatofLandcai 

CE©E8ELLA7aayttZ30«7X  ; 

(ScaerisJanU 


THEATRES _ 

ALBERY  THEATRE 31 71 369 1730 
(*tf2EJanW57 _ 

:)»  Re%tf9atesae»  Gompav 

aatewed 

THE  CHEERY  0ECHABD 

i.  aiwinierrinv 
■JBir.Ws  Jcrao  fwdaaon* 
iTOeue  oat 

^?3;|Aw;1fcg&S3t300 


ino  pw 

“ANDREW  LLOYD  W^SERS 
MAffISneCE“  VWStJasBd 

SDNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Wtoaaraf7T(xiyAiNwds 


BEST  MUSICAL 


PETUAiSJUK 
2WOHXTOWO  B00K8GS 
CAU.3M0K5(tftgfe^ 

GRP  B00KWG  4133302  C*gtee) 
NstoaUnglMtarAdeKH 
BreOttaCafcn  .. 
Recoded  rtmntazi 01 71 3798884 
Mon-Sa  7  45  Mat  Hw& SO  300 
Extra  Mats  Uon23Dac. 
Tbs  2*  Dee  A  Fd  27  Dae 
inn  pm 

“AfOREWLLUTU  WEBBER'S 

BWBWEPWWJMl 

•  SUNSET 
BOULEVARD 

Winner  ot  7  Tony  Awarda 


APOLLO  494  5070)3*44444 

DODBM&JIVE! 

TIE  PSIFBCT  CHRISTMAS 
PAHTY 

THE  OFFICIAL  TRIBUTE  TO 

THE  BLUES  BROTHERS 

Spaed  Xmas  Season  mot  end  18 
Jan  Hair  carts  add  cut 


BuxwauRrncATREBia  cce 

0171 3886822.  (Mi  Jan* 

1 1 30am  &  3pm 

(SPECIAL  FAM&Y  TICKET £20) 

SOOTY  AT  rmasTMAS 

CMHMDGE4B4 506CW16a060 
3444444M230000[-r»gM 
Gicro  494  5454 
416607SR133321M98SS88 


BESTMUSCAL 

Swmg 

PETULA  CLARK 
24HR  CRHXTCARDBOOKftlGS 
CALL  344 0065  (Mg  IBM 
GRP  BOOKWG413  3302  (Mg  (ae) 
N>  booting  tee  fcrAdrtpK 
teOBceCMta 

HKartedtazaaiioBOTTl  3798884 
Mcn-Sai  7.45  MttsDwSSM 300 
Bara  Hal  Fri  27  Pec 


ALDWYCHQ171 4Wfi001ecMg 
fee  344  4444  Ops  0B00  814905  ] 

BEST  ACTRESS 
DIANA  RIGG 

1996  Em  Std  Dreree  Aarads 

DIANA  RIGG  QAMDSJCHET  j 

nSKAHDALBEES 
WHO'S  AFRAID  OF 
VSKtoUA  WOOLF 
Dr  tyHowd  Dates 

Mon-SM7.15pnSatMet2.15pn 

No  parts  23-26  Dec 
SpecMPsri1besS1M5pm  _ 
APOLLO  VICTORIA  cc  31 71  416 
6055  CC24IB0171 344  4444(0171 
4200000  Gta4>6  6075R13 3321 
Andrew  Uoyd  Webber's 

STARUGffT  EXPRESS 
TTffi  FASTEST 
SHOW  ON  EARTH 
Wuawu*teni«l945daSy 
Tue&SM  3pm  Tctas  tan  £1250 
Bdm  MMa  Mon  23  One,  FW  27 
pec  Anas' 2  Jan 

APOLLO  VICTORIA  CC  01 71 416 
6055CCZ4HS0171 34*44460171 
420  DOOO  OPS  *186075^13  3321 

Andrew  UoydWetiberis 

STARUSBT  EXPRBSS 

THE  FASTEST 
SHOW  OH  EARTH 
UMBtaaMteiUB  fOeUM' 
Tue4Stt3J»T»Els!i3n£12S) 
6dnMMeFrt27D*C 
AHaw2J8B 


-M.tarieta.ttriBtag  Atei, 

I  1un4rai"OMro 

1  TICKETS /mAELE  APPLY  QAA.Y  TO 

eoxorocE 

MofrSat78tan.WBd&SalMa3Dm 


CHAPB.OF  LOVEFICCADiLLY 

emeus 

0171 2B74433M20 0000944 4444 
VTHEWEDOWGOF 
TIC  CENTURY"  • 
TheDa^Teiagraph 

JOEY  &  SNA’S  WEDDING 

Book  nor  avl  be  pot  of  Ns  hfcriae 
ettaaganza.  Price  MudBsrtvw. 
Buenuacand  endsss  Uw>  btitaL 
SpecM  party  rata 
Toe-ftl  745,  Sat  SJ0,  Sm  6J0 
SPECIAL  OFFERS  AVAtiLABLE 
FOR  SEMOR  CJTT2BS, 
STUDEtflS  Afffl  FAMU3 
_ OF FOUR _ 

COMEDY  THEATRE  0171 389 
1 731 CC 34444440*0  lea}  420 0000 
EW9  6  Dus  MM  3  Sal  Mat  5 

MAGfflE  SMFZH 

.  -Man beyond beteTW 

MARGARET  TYZAffi 

'gerunety  moving"  DTW. 

TALKING  HEADS 

\WUfi5tSracftdby 

ALAN  BENNETT 

"wonderMyiOBdwg  and  tny"  Tms 
L1WTB)  SEASON 
Nopataba*Ban23Dec-*Jan 


CRTTHBON3©1737*M4444 

BED0CH)  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 

THE  COMPLETE  WORKS 

(1FWBJJAM 

SMAKEa»EAffi  bridged) 
A»37R¥5Bi97MnuB3 
"Htorioa^’ Times 
MaBTtu8(3.SdM5 
Srow  *.  Bestt  Bom 
THE  COMPETE  HISTORY  OF 

MEffiGAfeMcffleq 

TuesMYM»m__ 


DOMBBON  416  EOS2R20  00001 
344  4444  (+tjf<g  Isa)  &PS416HJ75/ 
3121970 

LONDON'S  OmsmAS 
CRACKOtt  . 
ANTHONY  NEWLEY 

SCROOGE 

THE  MUSICAL  * 
"BREATHLESS  SOARAWAY 

SHOW- MAGtffiCSir  !V  E«r 
UITH)  SEASON  TO  1 FB 
M0frSa73DMtalhj3Sal3om 


OOMMON 0171 658 13850990 
.  2D4020M20  DOOO  (Mg  ta4  G>ps  416 
6066/3121997/0800614903 

Tbe  Magic  coreae  Mhre  on  stage 

DtSNET“S 

BEAUTY  ANDTHE  BEAST 


DRURY  UNE  TfEATRE  ROYAL 
SScc(Btate424br7days0l71494 
5000044  4444/60 OCDOfipa  494 . 

5454/4133311/3128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

“THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OFOUHTWE” 
NOWMflS 

BTH  EXTRAORDINARY  YEARi 
Bes  7.45  Utta  Mted  S  Stt  3pm 
Good  seats  avd  for  «M  MM 
ft  arena  perifc- apply  B.Q. 
FOR  THEPHOHEANStAL 
BOOKMGS& PB1SONAL 
CALLERS  ' 
flf7f  494 5060 /BKBFTO 

.  DUCHESS CC 01 71 4S4  507Dts344 


OAHMCK  0171 494  50BS3I2 1990 
Some  Btpertoaca  You  Never 
Forget 
WINNER  OF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  NeBooef  Theatre 
ProducBon 

PB>  SUZANNE 

DONAGHY  BBITISH 

and 

BARRY  STANTON 

JBPnestey-B 

AN  INSPECTOR  <ms 

“THRiLLBtoJIUSTBESSr 

DMM 

“One  ol  the  most  tataadcattag, 
theatrically  bnagtnaiNa 
wpwhincee  of  tte  1990a”  Ew. 

Send 

“TWO  HOURS  OF 
ENTHRALLING,  VISUALLY 
STUNNM8  DRAMA  "D.Tei 
Uorvfri  7.45.  Sal  500  id  15.  Wed 

_ tlM230 _ 

HAYHA»(Er930  8800  (no  Mg  tee) 
344  4444/4200000  Nh  Mg  fee) 
UohSat  7.45pm  Mas  Thur  5  Sa3pm 
.  EXTRA  LWTFfi  27  Dec  3pm 

JESSICA  LANGE 

TOBY  IMOGEN 

STEPHENS  STUBBS 

InTBMESSEEMIUMMS 
A  STREETCAR  NAIB  DESRE 
Graded  by  PETBI  HALL 
Red  Price  Prevs  Now* 

NA  Enotag  pert  tfene  now 

7X5pm _ 


0171-4133321  Brae  Bpm,  WBd  mat 
3pm.Sei5prii&&3Q 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY"  £SW 
NOW  M(TS88i  YEAR 

DON’T  DEESS 
FOR  DINNER 


FORTUNE  BO  SCC  01 71 B36 
22360128033 

EWAN  JAMES 

HOOPS)  ■  SM— QMS 

Soar  Wi 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Saphen  Matadi 
"The  areet  twang  and  dtiBng 
play  fbr  yeare"  DIM 
NOW  M  ITS  KTH  YEAR 
MorhSnspm 
M*BTues3pmS*4pffl 

_ ftreateq  Miie2ta» 

G—IDIHEATHEOITI 484 


JAMES  CALLISh 
OLD  WK3SD  SONGS 

Graced  by  ERahlloatawicy 
“AIUVETINQ  WGMT"  BeSW 
ItonSai  730pm. Thura  mat  220pm. 
SttJiat4pm 

-  AntegtkneShs  t5mkB 
SEASON  BIDS  It  JAN 


HAnNAAKEr9308B00tnoMgM  1 

344  4444/4200000  (wtti  Ufl  fag 
Mon-Sal  7.45cm  Mttsftu&Stt  3pm 
EXTRA  MAT  Fn  27  Dec  3pm 

JESSICA  LANGE  i 

TOBY  MOGBii 

STEPHENS  STUBBS ! 

nTBMESSEEWUJAUS' 

A  STREETCAR  NAMED  DeSBS 
dtecsd  by  PETER  HAIL 
ftedFtoPreraNrerl 
MB.  Evening  parftfcoa  now 


To  advertise  in 
this  section 
please  can  the 
Entertainments 
team  on: 
0171  680  6222 
or  fax 

0171  481  9313 


ICR  MAJESTY'S  2*r  494  6400 
^hgteejCC  344  4444/420 0000  (tea) 
Gipa  494  5454/413  33T 1/436  5568 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
AWARD  WMMNG  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Drecasd  by  HAROLD  PfWCE 
NOW  BKC  TO  MAY  27 
Evn7ASUtaWad&SstSOO 
Auk  to  to  CHop  date  far  ratea 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  BQCC 
0171  494  5020/344  4444  (El  Maenr 
ctR)  420 0000  Grps  0171 4133321 
-AUAJOfi  TVEATTOCAL  EVENT"  Mai 
“ROBERT  LMD6AYS  FAGM  IS 
FULL  OF  CHARM,  WARMTH  & 
GLEEFUL  CRMNAUTY. 

HE’S  A  HOOT"  D  Exp 
W 

OUVER! 

3RD  MREPRESStoLE YEAR 
1IONEL  BARTS  MASTHHHEOE  I 
YOU  CANT  ASK  FOR  UORF 
STmeB 

Ewe  730  UateRM  &  Stt  230 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
HOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PERTS 

LYCBJM  cc  0171 8SB 1806 
0990  500  800044  4444/420  0000 
(btaiee)  Ops  4166076 
TIHfBCEft 

ANDREW  LLOYD  WOBBTS 

JESUS  CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sanda  SMvare  Ractag  Down 
The  Spine"  D  Telegraph 

Eves  7.45.  Mats  Wed  &  Sal  3 

tao  Ho  too  fcrpareonal  cetera  a  ta 
Lyourri  boa  office  lOamflprn) 
CbnceGSiore  lor  midweek  madnaeo 
are  bootable  IraAcoce 
-  Bare  Mai  WZ7  Dec 


LYRIC  0171 4845045 
CC420 0100/944  4*44  MO  « 
“THE  MOST- 
UWHhlfcNIIOUSLY 
BUOYABLE  SHOW  IN 
LONDON"  Tms 

BY JEEVES 

THE  ALAN  AYCKBOURN  ft 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER 
pilWM 

“.-HAD  THE  AUDIENCE 
BUCKUNG  UP  WITH 
LAUGHTER"  Ind 
Evaa  7  45.  Mats  Weds  &  Sat  3pm 
CtnrearaMHft 
Bdre  llal  Fri  27  Dec 

MBMIAID  0171 238  2211 

1  MAGICAL- SPBLBM  PI  NO" 
CM 

Jaan  Septate  Ihtane 
VfcrortaChepdn 
LECSICLEBtVISteLE 
Urd  12  Jen 
TifiS-Sffl  7  JO  Sui  4 
Born  parte  2WS  30fi  Dec 
♦Hot  to  bemlBaatr  Trees 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  80  0171 
828  2252  GRH  0171 620  0741;  Z«r 
CC  MS  IBB  0171  420  0000. 
OUVER  Tom  715.  Tomor  200& 
7.15  GUYS  MID  DOLLS  Mac 
andJplcsbyRarkLoessBr  Bookby 
Jo  Suarfen  &  Abe  Btfrous. 
LYilbLION  Tail  73a  Toner 
215  A  7.X  DEATH  OF  A 
SALESMAN  Mtu  Mer. 
CQTTESLOE  Today.  Tomor  230 
&  730  {F9IAL  PEHF^  BUNDED 
BY  THE  SUN  A  new  play  by 
attar  PMrf. 


NEW  LONDON  Dray  Lane  W2  B0 
0171 405  0072 CC 01 71 4044079 
2tiT 0171 3444444/4200000 
&PSD1 71  413  331 V436  5568 
T>CAM«W  LLOYD  VfSBEFi 
TS.HJ0TWTSNAT10NW. 
AWAFDWNNNGUUSCAL 

CATS 

*  Eves  7  45  M*  Tub  &  Set  34)0 
LATECOMERS  NOT  ADMTTTH) 
WtaEAUnTORLAilSIN 
MORON.  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT. 
B»openN&45 

UUTB)  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DAILY  FfKRi  BOX  OCTCE. 

OLD  VIC  93  7616012  8034 
THE  PETH4  HALL  COMPANY 
Simon  Ward  Carat  DrinKwatar 
Deborah  Grant  Robert  East 
Barbara  Mumw  RtabardTodd 
OSCAR  VWlgSMPSTERPECE 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

“GREAT*  GLORIOUS"  S.Ttae 

UcnSa  rjQ.  Mate  WedS  Sfl  3® 

Boa  M»  fa  27  Dec/Ihur  2  Jan 
LASTSWgKS 

PALACE  THEATRE  01 71-434  (BIB 
cc24f*s  lee)  0171-344  4444  (bkg 

te^Grps 01 71 4133311 
THE  WORLD’S  MOST  POPULAR 
MUSICAL 

I.EfiinSKRART.KS 
NOWIN  ITS  11TH 
RECORD-8REAK94G  YEAR 
Bras  7.30  UttsltaS  Stt  Z30 
Latecomers  net  arirera) 
lAHhaitaial 
lABTHJ  NQ  OF  SEATS  AYAlL 
ONLY  FROM  6CBC0FRCE 
PHOBtiXBCVCC  0171 3ES 1733 

/344  4444/43) 0000(100) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Otwa/Dameterads 
Pteye  ft  PtansAor  Norrata  Awards 
WILLY  RU8SBi.*S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

_Bringe  the  audience  to  ha  feet, 
real  raering  lt»  BppnmT  D  Maf 
lOTHTRMBWNTYEAR 
Etas  7.45  Mate  Pus  3  Sal  4 
Eraa  Ma  Fri  27  Dec  3pm 
PICCADILLY 0171  389 1734/344 
44440171 4200000  P4ta) 

“Sea  Know  or  regret  it  former” 
LOS 

ADVENTURES  IN  MOTION 
PICTURES  PRESENTS 

SWAN  LAKE 

“the  beet  night  out  hi  London” 
Sandarl 

“MagfcaL  tantaatic;  wonderiuL. 
the  atoR  ot  djawna"  D  Tel 
Em&  730.  Uate  W&d  &  Sat  230 
LIMITED  SEASON  UNTO.  Q1  FEB 


To  advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel:  0171  6806222 
Of  foe  01 77481  9313 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 8994401  oc 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 1996 


EDUCATION 


Should  parenting  be  taught?  Carolyn  Savfani  on  a  new  instructional  programme  for  mothers  and  fathers 


On  course 


JOHN  POTTgWEHg  TBttI 


for  happy 
families 


A  debate  has  begun 
over  whether  parent¬ 
ing  should  be  taught. 
Jade  Straw,  the  Sha¬ 
dow  Home  Secretary,  claims 
that  it  is  easier  to  get  advice  on 
cars,  homes,  pets  and  even  sex 
than  on  being  a  parent 
But  is  it  a  skill  that  can  be 
learnt?  Three  couples  who 
recently  completed  a  pre¬ 
school  parenting  course  would 
say  it  is,  although  previously 
they  were  sceptical. 

They  all  followed  the  Pram 
to  Primary  School  parenting 
programme  published  by  die 
Co  Down-based  Family 
Caring  Trust  for  parents  and 
carers  of  children  aged  from 
birth  to  six.  The  course  — 
which  is  endorsed  by  leading 
children's  organisations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Health  Visitors 
Association,  Bamado’s,  the 
Children's  Society  and  the 
mainstream  churches  —  was 
run  fay  the  Elim  Pentecostal 
Church  in  Coventry,  which  all 
three  couples  attend.  The  pro¬ 
gramme  consists  of  two-hour 
sessions  every  week  for  seven 
or  eight  weeks,  inducting  dis¬ 
cussion,  case  studies,  role  play 


and  a  video  presentation.  The 
emphasis  on  learning  skilly 
rather  than  absorbing  infor¬ 
mation.  with  practice  through¬ 
out  die  week,  is  a  vital  part  of 
the  course. 

Topics  covered  indude  mis¬ 
behaviour  and  discipline,  lis¬ 
tening  and  talking  to  your 
child,  encouragement  and 
what  is  termed  “quality  time”. 
The  optional  eighth  session 
tackles  children's  spiritual 
development. 

For  all  three  couples,  how¬ 
ever.  a  key  reason  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  programme  is  the 
recognition  by  the  authors  that 
every  child,  parent  and  family 
is  unique  —  and  that  there  is 
no  single  “right”  way  of 
parenting. 

Michael  and  Terri  Quinn 
write  in  their  introduction  to 
the  programme:  “We  hope 
that  this  will  help  you  to  figure 
out  some  things  you  could  do 
in  raising  your  children,  not 
tell  you  what  you  should  do. 
Our  goal  is  to  help  provide 
some  relief  from  the  isolation 
and  confusion  you  may  experi¬ 
ence,  and  to  foster  respect 
between  you  and  your  child.” 


Howto 

the  terrible  twos 


9  Jay  and  Rosy  Deeley  have 
three  children,  Anna,  two 
years  three  months,  and  ten 
month-old  twins  Katy  and 
Leon.  Jay,  aged  34,  is  a 
computer  instructor,  and 
■Rosy,  aged  33,  a  nurse. 


Taking  lessons  in  parenting  helped  Jay  and  Rosy  Deeley,  pictured  with  their  children  Anna,  Katy  and  Leon 


ROSY  DEELEY  explains: 
“Everyone  said.  ‘Oh.  she's 
two,  now  shell  have  tan¬ 
trums*.  1  wanted,  to.  find  .oat 
how  to  deal  with  it*  So  Rosy, 
signed  for  a  parenting  course. 

Nix  everyone  thought  h 
was  a  good  idea.  “We  had 
some  comments,  tike.  Why 
bother  to  get  a  babysitter,  to 
go  and  talk  about  babies? 
Cant  you  find  anything  better 
to  dor” 

Even  Jay  was  unsure.  But 
from  the  first  session  fie  was. 
hooked.  For.  die  Dedeys.  do¬ 
ing  the  course  together  proved 
to  be  a  bonus.  “Just  to  sit 
down  together  and  develop  a 
team  approach:  we’d  never 
done  it  before,"  admits  Rosy. 
“The  fact  that  we  were  there 
together  meant  the  chfldran 
got  some  consistency.” 

But  foe  biggest  benefit  has 
been  in  the  area  of  discipline; 
—  both  now  fed  in  control. 

Jay  explains:  “Beforehand 
there  was  tins  black  hole  — 
whaidoyoadbtodisriptiite?! 

frustrated 
we  had  no  solution 


immediately  to  hand.  Then  1 
got  angry  because  I  felt  I  was 
:•  helpless.  Now  I  know  what  to 
do,  and  I  don’t  go  into  a  rage.” 

Rosy  add  sr*T  used  to  smack 
occasionally,  but  it  wasn’t 
effective.  Now  I  haven’t 
smacked  Anna  since  the 
course  began;  we  haven’t 
needed  to  do  that" 

Three  strategies  have 
helped  them:  refusing  to 
reward  misbehaviour  by  pay¬ 
ing  lots  of  attention,  offering 
limited  choices  instead  of 
giving' orders  and  using  time 
in  the  cot  as  a  punishment. 

Annk  was  lashing  out  at  the 
twins,  which  was  becoming  a 
problem.  Rosy  says:  “I  didn’t 
want  to  alienate  her  from  the 
,  babies,  but  she  was  aggres¬ 
sive.  I  found  that  cuddling  the 
babies  helped.  Whenever  she 
hit  them,  I  cuddled  them  a  lot, 
rather  than  paying  attention 
to  her  by  getting  angry.” 

Offering  limited  choices 
also  helped  to  keep  Anna  in 
bed  “We  gave  her  a  choice 
between  staying  in  bed  with 
the  door  open  and  the  landing 
tight  on.  or  getting  out  of  bed 
and  having  the  door  shut,” 
she  says.  “In  the  long  term,  if 
you  start  with  a  consistent 
approach,  h  can  only  help 
later.  It  doesn’t  solve  all  the 
problems  but  you  fed  that 
you  are  making  progress." 


•  Lee  and  Rachael  Rogerson  have  two 
sons,  Sam ,  aged  two,  ami  Nathan,  three 
weeks.  Lee,  27.  is  the  assistant  minister  at 
Coventry  Elim  Church,  where  the  parent¬ 
ing  course  was  held.  Rachael,  27.  is  a 
nurse. . 


Try  to  keep 
yourself  calm 


LEE  and  Rachael  Rogerson  have  seen 
radical  changes  in  themselves  and  then- 
son.  Sam.  since  the  parenting  course 
began.  Most  have  come  about  because 
they  have  learnt  to  relax  and  tins  has 
made  Sam  more  responsive. 

“We  thought."  says  Rachael,  “that  to 
be  good  parents  we  had  to  be  authorita¬ 
tive  and  didaloriaL  We  were  told  ‘Every 
day  of  their  lives  they  are  out  to  test  you’, 
ami  we  were  looking  at  parenting  with 
that  in  mind 

“Everything  was  a  big  test  and  we  had 
to  give  a  firm  lead.  Even  play  had  to  be: 
carefully  managed  Now  we  have  real¬ 
ised  that  you  can  relax  and  enjoy  your 


children  and  allow  them  to  express  them¬ 
selves  —yet  you  can  stiti  be  in  control.” 

Lee  says:  “We  often  five  on  tiie  verge  of 
breaking  point  Every  little  crisis  that 
happens  seams  to  push  us  over  the  edge. 
Bid  now  we  are  looking  for  creative  ways 
of  showing  the  consequences  of  certain 
actions,  rafter  than  resorting  to  smack¬ 
ing  and  raising  our  voices. 

“Before,  when  we  raised  our  voices,  we 
were  almost  having  to  scream;  it  just 
didn’t  fere  him  because  we  were  al¬ 
ways  at  a  certain  pitch.  But  now  we  are 
much  calmer,  and  when  we  do  raise  our 


voices,  it  really  has  an  impact" 
The  idea  of  offering  chokes  to  their 
child  has  helped  the  Rogersons.  Lee 
explains:  “We  know  what  we  want  and 
we  try  to  make  Sam  do  it  But  to  present 
the  child  with  a  choice  has  made 
;  so  much  easier.  It  makes  Sam 
a  part  of  the  process  and  he  feds  much 
more  happy  about  it 
“Ignoring  misbehaviour  at  mealtimes 
has  also  hdped  In  feet  Sam  eats  more 
now" 

The  course  has  also  hdped  Rachad  to 
relax  when  she  feds  under  pressure  to  be 
the  perfect  parent  with  the  perfect  child. 

“It  puts  a  tremendous  strain  on  parents 
—  and  we  don’t  need  it”  she  says. 
“Recognising  in  the  group  that  we  are 
feeing  similar  problems,  that  we  are  not 
unique,  was  encouraging  and  very  sup¬ 
portive." 

•  The  Family  Coring  Trust  can  be  contacted  on 
01(0364174- 


Less  scolding  can  mean  better  behaviour 


•  Chris  and  Josie  Holt  have  two 
children  —  Lauren,  two  years  ten 
months,  and  John.  14  months.  Chris. 
31,  is  a  product  mannga-  for  an 
automation  company:  Josie,  27,  is  a 
former  BT  customer  service  adviser. 


JOSIE  HOLT  says:  “Initially,  I  thought 
‘What’s  the  point?  Nobody’s  going  to  tell 
me  how  to  bring  up  my  kids’.”  Bui  Chris 
would  admit  with  hindsight  that  it  has 
been  worthwhile.  The  idea  of  “play- 
b'stening”.  where  the  parent  simply 
watches  the  child  at  play  without 
making  suggestions  or  giving  instruc¬ 
tions,  has  been  invaluable. 

■  Josie  adds:  “I  found  the  .idea, 
awkward  at  first  but  after  we  had 


discussed  it  and  acted  it  . out  in  the 
group.  I  realised  how  much  I  intrude  an  - 
what  she’s  doing  by  suggesting  other 
things  that  she’s  probably  not  even 
thinking  about 

“Now  I’m  not  directing  her,  saying. 
"Why  did  you  do  that?*,  and  she  is  using 
her  own  imagination.  It  is  also  buflding 
confidence  and  a  sense  of  achievement 
in  her,  because  she’s  not  just  being  told 
what  to  do  all  the  time.” 

For  Oiris,  “play-listening"  ,has , 
brought  an  added  benefit  “Irs  a  way  of 
building  a  friendship  with  yourchikL 
It’s  easier  for  them  to  like  you  if  you’re 


not  just  shouting  at  them  all  the  time.  I 
didn't  agree  with  ignoring  misbehav¬ 
iour,  but  noticing  the -good  things 
reduces  the  bad  anyway.  Their  behav¬ 
iour  improves  if  you're  not  constantly 
telling  them  off." 

Speaking  to  children  with  respect  has 
also  hdped.  Josie ,  admits:  “I  never 
imagined  that  you  needed  to  speak  to  a 
chfld  respectfully.  It  did  not  occur  to  me 
that  they  have  feelings.  But  since  doing 
it  I  have  seen  a  difference.  Lauren  now 
says  sany  to  me  without  any  prompt¬ 
ing.  She  would  never  have  done  that 
before..  About  hallway  through  the 
course,  f  wandered  whether  this  was  for 


me,  .but  we  have  definitely  noticed  an 
improvement  in  behaviour.” 


EDUCATION 
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INDEPENDENT 
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Medicine 


i  MPW.  in  association  wife  a  London 
Teaching  Hospital,  has  designed  a  one- 
day  course  specifically  for  those  who 
intend  to  apply  for  a  place  to  read 
medicine.  Working  in  small  groups 
under  the  supervision  of  senior  medical 
staff,  students  will  learn  about  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  heart  disease. 
The  course  includes  a  ward  round  ami 
... ,  examination 

:  '^3^ °fv°iun|eer 

patients. 
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The  Times  offers  readers  its  executive 
leather  collection,  and  with  every  order  yon 
will  receive  a  FREE  luggage  tag.  AO  items  are 
crafted  from  premium  quality  black  soft  nappa  hide. 
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Increasing  readiness  to  sue  for  damages  troubles  insurers 


McCord:  career  ended- 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

INSURERS  have  given  a  warning 
that  Britain  is  in  danger  of  becom¬ 
ing  .a  society  "obsessed  with  appor¬ 
tioning  blame  and  seeking  legal 
redress". 

t  News  thar  two  sportsmen  have 
been  awarded  damages  for  injuries 
sustained  during  matches  has  sent 
shockwaves  through  the  insurance 
industry,  which  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  worried  about  .the 
growth  of  Ameri  can-style  lawsuits. 

Last  week  a  rugby  referee  lost  his 
appeal  against  a  damages  award  to 
Ben  Smoldon.  a  young  player  who 
suffered  crippling  injuries  in  .a 


scrum.  Days  later  Brian  McCord, 
the  former  Stockport  County  foot¬ 
baller.  was  awarded  an  estimated 
£250.000  in  damages  in  the  High 
Court  over  an  opponent's  high 
tackle  that  broke  his  right  leg  and 
ended  his  career.  The  Association  of 
.  Insurance  and  Risk  Managers,  the 
trade  body,  said  that  Britain  was 
becoming  an-  increasingly  litigious, 
society  and  everyone  would  pay  the 
price  in  higher  insurance 
premiums.  ... 

Ina  Barker,  A£RM3Cs  executive 
director,  said:  "We  are  calling  for 
common  sense,  and  for  people  to  be 
responsible  for  their  own  actions. 
We  question  the  real  benefit  of  such 


a  cultural  shift  towards  legal  reme¬ 
dies."  . 

The  Smoldon  case  was  the  first  in 
which  a  court  in  England  and  Wales 
had  ruled  that  a  rugby  referee  can 
be  liable  to  a  player  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  negligence.  After  the 
Court  of  Appeal  upheld  the  original 
finding.  Lawyers  for  die  referee's 
insurers  said  that  they  were  consid¬ 
ering  applying  for  leave  to  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Lords. 

The  insurance  industry  is  still 
reeling  from  proposals  to  make  car 
drivers  who  cause  accidents  pay  for 
their  victims'  NHS  treatment.  The 
change,  suggested  by  the  Law 
Commission  in  a  consultation  paper 


published  on  December  1Z  could 
save  the  NHS  an  estimated  £120 
million  a  year.  However,  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  British  Insurers  described 
the  proposals  as  "staggering  and 
outrageous”.  The  ABI  fears  that 
they  will  result  in  soaring  insurance 
costs,  an  increase  in  hit-and-run 
accidents,  widespread  vehicle  insur¬ 
ance  evasion  and  massive 
bureaucratic  and  legal  bills. 

Tony  Baker,  the  deputy  director- 
general  of  the  ABI.  added:  "It  would 
push  up  the  cost  of  insurance,  not 
just  for  motorists,  but  for  all  policy¬ 
holders  who  could  be  held  at  fault 
when  an  accident  arises." 

Although  A1RM1C  supports  the 


concept  of  the  negligent  party  being 
responsible  for  costs,  the  organis¬ 
ation  is  concerned  that  the  propos¬ 
als  are  “the  thin  end  of  the  wedge". 
Ms  Barker  said:  “As  well  as  pushing 
up  insurance  costs,  it  could  also 
increase  legal  costs  as  more  cases 
are  likely  to  be  settled  in  court" 
Donna  Thomas,  an  insurance 
risk  management  consultant  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  North  Ameri¬ 
can  “ambulance-chasing"  lawyers 
were  beginning  to  operate  in  Brit¬ 
ain.  She  said:  “When  I  lived  in 
Canada,  we  had  a  saying  if  you 
don't  win  the  lonery  go  and  slip  on 
ice  outside  someone’s  door*.  It 
would  be  to  the  detriment  of  British 


Fat  cats  c 
to  pile  on 


By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


TWO  surveys  out  today  show 
that  attempts  to  rein  back  the 
rapid  growth  of  boardroom 
pay  awards  are  not  working. 
The  average  pay  rise  for 
directors  of  Britain's  lop  250 
companies  was  8.6  per  cent, 
double  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
workforce,  and  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  pay  for  directors 
and  their  employees  widened 
by  4  per  cent 

The  findings  cast  doubt  on 
the  effectiveness  of  the  inquiry 
into  executive  pay  headed  by 
Sir  Richard  Greenbuiy,  chair¬ 
man  of  Marks  &  Spencer.  It 
proposed  a  sen  es  of  voluntary 


reforms  to  boardroom  pay- 
setting.  backed  up  by  some 
Stock  Exchange  listing 
requirements. 

Examining  the  salaries,  in¬ 
centive  payments,  share  op¬ 
tions  and  benefits  of  more 
than  1300  company  directors 
in  Britain’s  top  250  firms. 
Incomes  Data  Services,  the 
authoritative  independent  pay 
analyst  found  that  same  di¬ 
rectors  enjoyed  pay  rises  of  up 
to  600  per  cent 

Overall,  the  median  in-' 
crease  for  the  directors  of  file 
UK’S  top  250  companies  was 
8j6  per  cent  —  about  three 


litigation  blow  for 
tobacco  industry 


By  Alasdair  Murray 


TOBACCO  companies  suf¬ 
fered  a  serious  setback  in 
their  battle  against  anti- 
smoking  litigation  yesterday 
when  a  US  federal  court 
rejected  an  attempt  by  the 
industry  to  halt  a  damages 
case  brought  fay  the  State  of 
Connecticut, 

The  federal  court's  deri¬ 
sion  leaves  Connecticut  free 
to  pursue  its  suit  to  recover 
medical  costs  from  die  tobac¬ 
co  companies,  including 
BAT  Industries,  for  treating 
smoking-related  cases. 

Richard  Bhimenthal,  Con¬ 
necticut's  attorney-general, 
said  that  it  was  the  first  time 
that  a  federal  judge  had 
dismissed  this  type  of  tobao- 
co  industry  action  against  a 
state.  Cbrtnecricuf'S  lawsurt 


brought  against  seven  major 
tobacco  companies,  alleges 
violations  of  the  State's  anti¬ 
trust  and  unfair  trade  prac¬ 
tice  laws.  Around  17  major 
states  and  rides  across  the 
US  have  filed  this  kind  of 
class  action  suit 

However,  shares  in  tobac¬ 
co  companies  have  recov¬ 
ered  from  their  Tow  poim  in 
the  summer  after  the  indus¬ 
try  suffered  its  first  ever 
defeat  in  a  damages  case  in 
Florida —although  the  judg¬ 
ment  is  still  under  appeal. 

•  Shares  have  risen  because 
of  a  hill  in  new  litigation  and 
grouting  speculation  that  fite 
industry  will  strike  a  deal 
with  the  re-elected  Republi¬ 
can  Congress  to  resolve  the 
Irrigation  problems. 
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.times  the  cuirent  inflation 
.rate. 

'  Looking  at  companies  with 
financial  years  ending  in  the 
12  months  to  June  this  year  — 
the  latest  for  which  foil  figures, 
are  available  — IDS  says  that 
the  highest  rise  went  to  Sam 
Chisholm,  chief  executive  of 
BSkyB,  which  Is  40  per  cent 
owned  by  News  International, 
owner  of  The  Times.  He 
enjoyed  a  609  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  in  total  remuneration, 
taking  the  overall  level  to 
£4, 716,000. 

The  others  in  the  top  five 
increases  were:  400  per  cent 
for  a  director  at  Mercury 
Asset  Management,  the  pen¬ 
sion  fund  manager,  taking 
that  person's  total  listed  re¬ 
muneration  to  £1,050.000: 
363  per  cent  for  a  director  of 
WPP  Group,  the  advertising 
agency,  taking  the  total  to 
EI.139.000:  281  per  cent  for 
the  chief  executive  of  David  S 
Smith,  the  printer,  taking  the 
total  to  £1392.000:  and  204 
per  cent  for  the  finance 
director  of  Sedgwick,  die 
insurance  group,  taking  his 
total  level  to  £859,000. 

The  other  survey,  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  Trades  Union 
Congress,  shows  that  the  large 
gap  between  the  pay  of  top 
directors  and  their  employees 
has  widened  still  further  over 
the  past  12  months  —  up  by  4 
percent 

The  TUC  used  data  on  all 
Stock  Exchange  listed  com¬ 
panies  to  work  out  the  ratio 
between  the  salary  and  bonus, 
of  a  company's  highest-paid 
director  and  the  average  em¬ 
ployee  pay  in  the  same  firm. 

Though  the  ratio  is  stiQ 
broadly  12-1  the  TUC  research 
shows  thar  the  gap  in  the 
average  has  broadened  over 
the  12  months  to  July  1996  by  4 
per  cent,  in  a  calculation  that 
takes  no  account  of  the  share 
options  and  other  perks  that 
inflate  boardroom  remunera¬ 
tion  packages. 
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Frank  Sytnermay  reverse  into  the  stock  market  in  the  new  year,  or  go  for  a  flotation  of  the  family  car  dealership  business 

Sytner  drives  towards  market 


By  Jason  Nissfe 


A  FORMER  raring  car  cham¬ 
pion  is  planning  a  £100  mil¬ 
lion  stock  market  listing  of  the 
family  car  dealership  busi¬ 
ness  he  has  built  up  with  the 
help  of  BMW  since  his  retire¬ 
ment  five  years  ago. 

Frank  Sytner.  who  is  in  his 
early  50s.  was  British  Touring 
Car  champion  in  1988  and 
1990.  driving  for  BMW.  But 
he  was  “asked  to  retire"  in 
1991  and  went  into  the  family 
business,  Sytners  of  Notting¬ 
ham,  one  of  the  Britain's  best 


known  car  dealerships.  Tak¬ 
ing  full  control  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  1992.  Mr  Sytner  set 
about  a  rapid  expansion  plan. 
Sytner  Group  bought  its  sec¬ 
ond  BMW  dealership  in  1993 
and  since  then  has  taken  on 
UK  distribution  of  AJpina,  the 
sporting  car  side  of  BMW,  as 
well  as  dealerships  for 
Mercedes,  Land  Rover, 
Ferrari  and  Volkswagen/ 
Audi,  often  being  asked  by  the 
manufacturers  to  take  on 
exisiting  franchises. 


The  growth  has  been  fund¬ 
ed  largely  by  Schroder  Ven¬ 
tures,  the  second-largest 
shareholder  after  Mr  Sytner 
and  whose  director,  Eric  Wal¬ 
ter,  sits  on  the  Sytner  Group 
board.  It  is  also  supported  by 
BMW,  which  has  kept  a  dose 
relationship  with  Mr  Sytner 
since  he  left:  the  racing  team. 

The  company  is  expecting  a 
turnover  of  more  than  £140 
million  for  1996,  up  from  £90.1 
million  in  1995  and  £563 
million  in  1994.  Profits  are 


growing  similarly,  rising 
from  £480,000  in  1994  to  £1 
million  last  year  and  an 
expected  £27  million  for  the 
year  just  about  to  end. 

Mr  Sytner  say  he  wants  to 
take  a  stock  market  listing  in 
the  new  year,  which  wfli 
enable  him  to  raise  equity 
finance  to  expand  further. 
This  may  come  either  through 
a  reverse  takeover  of  another 
market-listed  motor  dealer,  or 
through  a  flotation  in  the 
early  spring. 


society  if  that  culture  were  to  come 
here.  People  will  become  less  likely 
to  volunteer  to  help  with  school 
outings  or  amateur  sports  matches 
for  fear  Df  being  sued,  and  will  be 
reluctant  to  step  in  and  help  if 
someone  is  in  trouble.  This  could 
result  in  facilities  being 
withdrawn." 

She  ated  the  example  of  US 
insurers  that  withdrew  child  moles¬ 
tation  cover  for  nursery  schools. 
That  meant  that  if  a  parent  sued  a 
school  after  their  child  was  allegedly 
molested,  the  school  would  not  have 
a  policy  which  with  to  fight  a  legal 
case,  and  would  probably  have  to 
dose  and  declare  itself  bankrupt 


Costain 
investors 
to  vote  on 
assets  sale 

By  Oliver  august 

CO  STAIN  shareholders  are 
expected  to  approve  the  sale  of 
two  large  assets  at  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  meeting  today.  The 
sell-off  comes  as  the  troubled 
construction  group  prepares 
for  a  change  at  the  top. 

Sir  Christopher  Benson,  the 
chairman,  is  to  step  down 
early  and  Alan  Lovell,  the 
chief  executive,  will  resign  as 
soon  as  a  replacement  has 
been  found. 

Both  men  announced  their 
derision  to  quit  earlier  this 
month  after  a  disastrous  year 
for  the  company,  during 
which  its  shares  were  sus¬ 
pended  twice  and  it  had  to  be 
rescued  by  Intria.  a  Malay¬ 
sian  investor.  Dr  Aroian 
Firdaus  bin  Shafii.  an  Intria 
board  member,  will  replace 
Sir  Christopher  as  chairman. 

Dr  Azman.  currently  a  dep¬ 
uty  chairman,  came  face  to 
face  with  shareholders  at'  the 
last  extraordinary  meeting 
three  months  ago  when  he 
was  prevented  from  speaking 
by  protesters  against  the 
Newbury  bypass,  which 
Cbstain  is  building. 

More  shareholder  protests 
are  expected  outside  the 
London  Arena  where  today’s 
meeting  is  taking  place.  The 
Costain  Independent  Share¬ 
holders  Association  fears  that 
the  company's  assets  will  be 
sold  at  “knockdown"  prices. 

Alisdair  Stark,  chairman 
of  the  association,  said:  "Giv¬ 
en  Costain*  appalling  finan¬ 
cial  record,  the  wise  investor 
is  he  who  has  but  a  single 
share.” 

Protesters  have  said  that 
they  will  attend  another  meet¬ 
ing  on  January  6  to  approve 
the  issue  of  more  shares. 

Today's  meeting  was  called 
to  approve  the  sale  of  Costain’s 
US  Goal  business  and  its  stake 
in  the  Spitalfields  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  City. 

The  disposal  of  US  Coal  had 
been  expected  since  July  when 
Lonrho  pulled  our  of  a  deal  at 
the  last  minute.  US  Coal  is 
being  sold  to  RencoaJ  of  Amer¬ 
ica  for  £28  million. 


Tourism  will  boost 
jobs  in  next  decade 

By  Our  Industrial  Editor 


McGraw-Hill  plans 
investors’  network 


THE 


TIMES 


By  Eric  Reguly 


BRITAIN'S  travel  and  tourism 
industry  is  set  to  grow  by  a 
third  over  the  next  decade, 
creating  more  than  300,000 
jobs,  according  to  industry 
leaders.  They  are  calling  on 
the  Government  to  adopt  a 
series  of  policies,  including 
folly-competitive  air  trans- . 
port,  to  maximise  the  indus¬ 
try's  potential.  - 
In  a  new  assessment  of  the 
economic  impact  and  impor¬ 
tance  to  Britain  of  the  travel 
and  tourism  industry,  busi¬ 
ness  leaders  forecast  that  the 
industry^  output  in  the  UK 
will  grow  l?y  32  per  cent  in  real 
terms  over  the  next  teat  years, 
The  World  Travel  and  Tour¬ 
ism  Council  says  the  industry 
—  which  the  council  claims  is 
now  the  worlds  biggest  —  is  a' 
“key  economic  driver*  m  the 
UK,  where  it  expects  it  to 
generate  11.6  per  cent  .of  Brit¬ 
ain's  GDP  ana  almost  12  per 
cent  of  employment  this  year. 

The  council,  whose  vice- 
president  is  Sir  Colin  Mar¬ 


shall,  -  chairman  of  British 
Airways,  says  the  outlook  for 
travel  and  tourism  in  Britain 
over  the  next  decade  is  “even 
brighter"  than  its  current  eco¬ 
nomic  performance.  The 
WTTC  says  this  is  likely  to 
lead  to  the  creation  of  some 
310.000  jobs.  Sir  Colin  says: 
“Travel  and  tourism  is  a  key  to 
future  economic  growth." 


Marshall:  outlook  brighter 


MCGRAW-HILL,  one  of  the 
world's  largest  publishers, 
plans  to  launch  an  electronic 
personal  finance  service  that 
will  allow  consumers  to  man¬ 
age  their  investment  portfolios 
from  home. 

Joseph  Dionne,  the  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  of 
McGraw-Hill,  based  in  New 
York,  said  that  the  Consumer 
investor  Network  should  be 
launched  in  the  US  in  mid-1997 
and  that  this  will  be  followed 
by  a  UK  launch-  McGraw-Hill 
mil  provide  the  content  and  is 
in  talks  with  telephone  and  on¬ 
line  companies  to  provide  the 
delivery  system.  Users  will 
require  a  personal  computer 
with  a  modem. 

Mr  Dionne  believes  that  the 
network  has  enormous  poten¬ 
tial  because  “more  and  more 
people  are  taking  personal 
responsibility  for  their  invest¬ 
ing  and  retirement  plans". 

The  network  will  carry  the 
Standard  &  Poor's  brand  and 
derive  much  of  its  content 


from  S&P,  the  financial  ser¬ 
vices  arm  of  McGraw-Hill. 
S&P,  best  known  for  its  bond 
ratings  service,  includes  re¬ 
search  reports  on  equities  and 
up-to-the  minute  market  data 
and  news  on  everything  from 
debt  securities  to  currencies. 

The  idea  is  to  give  consum¬ 
ers  enough  information  to 
pick  a  portfolio  that  reflects 
their  investment  objectives 
and  tolerance  for  risk.  Mr 
Dionne  said  that  security  sys¬ 
tems  will  be  built  in  ro  allow 
users  to  place  orders  and 
receive  bills. 

The  Consumer  Investor 
Network  is  pan  of  McGraw- 
Hill's  move  back  into  the 
consumer  market  Financial 
services,  media  services  and 
educational  and  professional 
publishing  form  the  bulk  of  its 
business. 

Business  Week  magazine, 
which  has  a  worldwide 
dreuiaton  of  about  one  mil¬ 
lion.  is  the  company's  most 
familiar  consumer  product 


Pemberstone  beaten  at  Roman 


By  Jason  Nissfe 


ANDREW  BRUCKLAND. 
managing  director  of  the 
property  group  Pemberstone, 
has  resigned  from  the  boards 
of  the  34  companies  that  make 
Roman  Rentals,  so  ending 


stone  taking  control  of  the 
Business  Expansion  Scheme 
companies, 

Mr  BrucklancTs  departure 
signals  victory  for  fire  share¬ 
holder  campaign  led  by  Bruce 
Lawson,  an  accountant  from 
Tenbury  Wdls,  Worcester¬ 


shire.  He  took  on  Pember¬ 
stone,  which  managed  the 
Roman  Rentals  group,  after 
the  larger  company  made  an 
offer  for  the  assets  of  Roman 
Rentals  that  Mr  Lawson  be- 


the  BES  companies. 

Each  of  the  34  Roman 
Rentals  companies  owns  two 
starter  homes  in  Flint,  north 
Wales.  Femberstone's  offer 
was  worth  £25,000  a  house, 
compared  with  a  value  of 
£35,000  when  the  companies 


were  formed  in  1991.  A  rival 
offer  from  Neill  Clerk,  the 
stockbroker,  worth  £29,000  a 
house  has  since  been  tabled. 

Mr  Lawson's  campaign, 
supported  by  David  Areulus. 


and  Rupert  Faure  Walker,  a 
City  merchant  banker,  has 
already  claimed  the  head  of 
Milton  Psyllides,  a  partner  of 
Eversbeds,  the  solicitors,  who 
was  voted  out  as  Roman 
Rentals  group  chairman  at  a 
shareholders*  meeting  ten 


days  ago.  Another  sharehold¬ 
ers'  meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
January  9.  when  Mr  Lawson 
and  John  Farrant,  a  former 

public  company  director,  will 
be  voted  on  to  the  board  of  the 


in  place  an  orderly  realisation 
of  assets.  Mr  Lawson  believes 
some  shareholders  may  vote 
to  accept  the  Neill  Clerk  offer, 
while  others  will  wait  for  Mr 

Lawson  to  organise  a  sell-off 

of  die  houses  remaining  in  the 
Roman  Rentals  companies. 
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European  aid:  a  case  of  spending  well  but  none  too 


There  is  a  document  on  sale  which, 
for  a  mere  65  ecu  (E49),  could  turn 
Kenneth  Clarke  into  a  card-carry¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Referendum  ftirty.  It 
is  the  annual  report  of  the  Court  of 
Auditors,  the  independent  body  charged 
with  detecting  fraud  in  the  European 
Commission  and  ensuring  that  it  spends 
its  money  wisely.  Its  conclusions  —  the 
Commission  must  do  better. 

The  36^-page  report  contains  a  litany 
of  loose  controls,  misdirected  payments 
and  plain  old  simple  fraud.  For  instance, 
whar  would  you  make  of  the  grant  given 
for  a  rural  tourism  project  in 
Tordehumos  in  northern  Spain.  Around 
E20.000  was  given  to  a  local  business¬ 
man  for  turning  a  house  into  a  hotel 
aimed  at  sporting  customers.  Only  after 
this  hotel  failed  to  open  did  the  EC 
auditors  discover  that  it  was  really  a 
weekend  retreat  for  the  owner. 

Yet  the  same  man  was  given  a  grant  of 
almost  £30.000  for  “exploitation  and 


marketing  of  local  agricultural  and 
forestry  products". 

He  said  that  he  was  going  to  breed 
partridges  for  hunting  and  would  set  up 
apartments  for  the  hunters.  When  the 
men  from  the  EC  turned  up  they  found 
the  building  had  been  let  to  a  chicken 
fanner.  They  are  now  asking  for  their 
money  back. 

The  drolly  written  report  is  packed 
with  similar  instances  and  wry  observa¬ 
tions  about  EC  money  bring  misdirected 
and  not  achieving  its  alms.  Take  the 
£126,000  spent  on  trying  to  cut  down 
liquid  manure  pollution  in  Germany's 
Rhineland.  The  project  was  described  as 
“neither  an  incentive  nor  a  spur  to 
innovation"  in  spite  of  being  awarded 
with  just  those  objectives  in  mind. 

Or  how  officials  in  Cantabria,  a  region 
of  Spain,  were  failing  to  pay  out  EC 
grants  for  up  Vo  18  months.  Or  the  grant 
to  pay  for  teachers  in  the  newly 
autonomous  Palestine  that  took  so  long 


Jason  Nisse  discovers  a  damning  report  by 
auditors  showing  widespread  fraud  and 
incompetence  infecting  some  EC  projects 


to  be  paid  that  the  local  government  had 
already  hired  the  teachers  and  given 
them  six  months'  salary  before  the 
money  came  through. 

Or  the  £4.8  million  loss  resulting  from 
lax  control  of  subsidies  paid  for  rice 
exports  to  the  island  of  Reunion  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  which  has  a  population  of 
643.000. 

Or  what  about  the  inquiry  into  the 
Danish  feta  cheese  industry,  ft  found  that 
in  die  five  years  to  December  1994,  £360 
million  of  su  bsidies  were  paid  to  promote 
exports  of  just  £424  million,  a  decent 
proportion  of  which  went  to  Iran. 

Or  the  aid  programme  for  “rum- 


member  Mediterranean  countries"  that- 
ended  up  wifo  the  officials  charged  with 
distributing  the  funds  giving  £1  million 
to  themselves. 

Or  the  biggest  flop  of  all,  the  attemjjt  to 
promote  high-definition  television 
(HDTV).  Hie  EC  decided  it  would  try  to 
promote  the  new  format  by  encouraging 
TV  producers  to  make  programmes  for 
ft.  The  problems  with  this  “Vision  1250" 
initiative  included: 

□  the  Dutch  producer  who  never  made 
any  programmes  in  spite  of  bring 
awarded  £96,000  in  grants; 

□  the  Spanish,  company  that  was  given 
£45  million  of  aid,  in  spite  of  having 


capital  of  just  £44500.  After  the  first 
£5jO.OQO  .  was  paid,  the  inspectors 
watched  the  shows  and  found  the  picture 

rliiy  was  not  up  to  scratch.  They  asked 
£300,000  back.  The  report  does  not 
record  if  the  refund  was  made; 

□  the  programme  maker  (whose  country 
of  origin  was  opt  mentioned)  who 
received  a  gram  in  spite  of  nor  having 
any  equipment  to  make  the  programmes. 

And,  in  conclusion,  the  auditors  found 
that  having  spend  £172  million  to  pay  for 
51,703  hours  of  broadcasting  and  17,036 
hours  of  programming,  the  number  of 
television  sets  in  Europe  that  could  take 
this  output  was  fewer  than  1  in  100,  and 
the  only  people  to  benefit  were  Korean 
and  Japanese,  manufacturers  of  HDTV 
sets  as  these  were  the  main  ones  an  sale. 

"But  the  point  that  is  most  likely  to 
make  the  blood  boil  is  the  small 
paragraph  on  pagp  215.  It  notes  that  in  an 
audit  of  all  the  projects  for  research- and 
technological  development  it  found  that 


Airbus  ready  to 
resolve  split 
over  management 


A  SPLIT  involving  Airbus 
partner  companies  is  expected 
fo  be  resolved  at  a  supervisory 
board  meeting  on  January  3. 
when  the  four-nation  consor¬ 
tium  will  decide  whether  man¬ 
agement  should  be  given 
direct  responsibility  for  pro¬ 
duction  facilities. 

British  Aerospace  and 
Dasa.  die  aviation  arm  of 
Daimler  Benz,  want  to  hand 
control  over  Airbus's  manu- 


By  Oliver  august 

factoring  plants  to  the  consor¬ 
tium’s  managers. 

But  Aerospatiale,  the 
French  partner,  has  resisted 
such  a  move  because  of  fears 
that  it  would  be  weakened  by 
the  loss  of  control  over  the 
assembly  lines.  Currently,  the 
individual  partner  companies 
have  control  over  their  slice  of 
tiie  production  process. 

Airbus  is  to  be  turned  into  a 
separate  company  in  1999. 


Threat  to  Eurofighter 


Our  Business  Staff 


THE  Eurofighler  is  facing  a 
serious  threat  from  Lock¬ 
heed  Martin,  the  American 
defence  group  which  has 
completed  the  assembly  of 
the  first  F-22  fighter  jet 
British  Aerospace,  which 
expects  substantial  profits 
from  Eurofighter  exports, 
will  encounter  stiff  competi¬ 
tion  because  the  US  Govern¬ 
ment  is  expected  to  allow 
Lockheed  to  marketthe  F-22 
internationally.  Defence  in¬ 


siders  believe  that  countries 
like  Korea  and  Israel  are  the 
primary  F-22  export  targets. 
But  Britain  and  Germany 
have  also  expressed  interest 
BAe  has  acknowledged 
that  tiie  F-22  will  be  a 
superior  aircraft  BAe  has 
been  marketing  the  Euro- 
fighter  on  the  basis  that  it  is 
cheaper.  But  new  estimates 
show  that  BAe  may  be 
significantly  overestimating 
tiie  price  difference. 


Aerospatiale  and  Dasa  both 
have  a  37.9  per  cent  stake, 
while  British  Aerospace  owns 
20  percent  and  Casa  of  Spain 
42  per  cent. 

The  split  over  factory  con¬ 
trol  was  revealed  this  month 
and  has  evolved  from  differ¬ 
ences  in  business  philosophies 
on  the  supervisory  board.  The 
French  fear  that  Airbus's  own 
management  is  not  experi¬ 
enced  enough  to  take  control 
of  the  plants.  The  British  and 
German  partners  believe  that 
while  French  fears  may  be 
justified.  Airbus  would  face 
even  greater  dangers  if  it  was 
to  shy  away  from  swift  reor¬ 
ganisation. 

To  compete  with  Boeing, 
which  is  set  to  merge  with 
McDonnell  Douglas,  Airbus 
has  to  spend  more  on  the 
development  of  a  new  600-seat 
superb  mho. 

But  banks  have  indicated 
that  funding  will  be  available 
for  such  a  project  only  if 
Airbus  can  transform  itself 
into  a  single  company.  This,  in 
turn,  wilJ  enable  Airbus  to 
reduce  its  costs  and  to  sharpen 
up  its  decision-making 
process. 


Hot  shot  Chris  Wright  scored  with  an  £81.000  performance-related  bonus  in  spite  of  heavy  losses  suffered  by  Chrysalis 

Chrysalis  rewards  Wright  despite  losses 


By  Eric  Rjsguly 


CHRIS  WRIGHT,  the  chair¬ 
man  and  majority  owner  of 
Chrysalis,  was  given  a  perfor¬ 
mance-related  bonus  of 
E81.000  last  year,  even  though 
the  music  and  entertainment 
group  reported  deep  losses. 

Mr  Wright  had  a  base 


salary  of  £511,000  in  the  year 
to  August  31,  up  from 
£500,000.  The  performance 
element  of  his  pay  fell  from 
£100.000  to  £81,000.  but  the 
decline  did  not  reflect  the 
bottom-line  financial  results. 

Chrysalis  reported  a  pre-tax 


loss  of  £5.4  million  in  1995-96 
against  a  profit  of  £1  million  in 
tiie  previous  year.  Operating 
losses,  however,  were  46.per 
cent  Iowct  at  £5J3  million. 

Since  1994,  Mr  Wright  has 
collected  an  additional 
£425,000  for  signing  a  new 


five-year  service  agreement, 
and  £550,000  under  a  long¬ 
term  incentive  scheme.  • 
Chrysalis'S,  businesses.  Jn-. 
"dude  musrc  pubfishmgi.  the 
Heart  and  Galaxy  radio  sta¬ 
tions  and.  the  Sheffield  Sharks 
professional  basketball  team. 


contracts  worth  £130  billion,  or  an 
.  astounding  28  per  cent  of  the  budget, 
displayed  irregularities.  In  other  words, 
almost*  quarter  of  all  the  payments  were 
made  to  questionable  projects. 

However,  there  is  a  bright  side. 
Auditing  the  books  of  the  EC’s 
headquarters  in  Brussels,  the 
auditors  found  only  £53  million  of 
payments  unaccounted  for  and  tiu 
million  of  missing  equipment  The  repo  ft 
decided  to  concentrate  on  the  buildings 
£120  million  of  computer  equipment  and 
concluded,  worid-wearily.  that  “In  mis 
case  the  findings  are  positive:  the 
existence  of  these  items  can' be  verified,- 
although  their  value  has  still  to  be 
clarified '  and  the  existence  of  wrong 
amounts  is  st£H  to  be  ruled  out." 

In  other  Words,  the  EC  owns  the 
computers  it  actually  paid  for.  But  it  does 
not  kriowif  they  are  worth  what  they  && 
—  so  that  is  all  right  then. 


Banks  were 
a  bad  bet, 

survey  says 

By  Jon  Ashworth 

EUROPEAN  banks  have 
proved  a  dismal  bet  for  inves¬ 
tors  over  the  past  ten  years,  a 
Price  Waterhouse  study  has 
found.  Shareholders  would 
have  been  better  off  investing 
in  a  portfolio  that  reflected  the 
local  market  index  but  exclud¬ 
ed  the  banking  sector.  The 
exception  is  the  UK  where 
banks  such  as  HSBC  and 
Lloyds  TSB  have  set  the  pace 
in  delivering  value. 

Deutsche  Bank  and  Banque 
Nationaje  de  Paris  have  pro¬ 
duced  some  of  foe  worst 
returns  for  shareholders,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Price  Waterhouse. 
UK  retail  banks  outperformed 
the  market  average  strongly, 
as  did  banks  in  Belgium  and 
The  Netherlands,  but  the 
record  across  Europe  as  a 
whole  is  abysmaL  Germany, 

Switzerland,  Prance  and'Den- 
maric  are  some  of  'the  worst 
performers. 

Guy  Madewdl,  a  senior 
Price  Waterhouse  partner, 
said  banks  needed  to  consider 
shareholder  value  at  every 
level  Banking  in  the  UK  has 
grown  more  dfirient  since  the 
recession.  Innovators  indude 
Lloyds  TSB,  where  emphasis 
is  placed  cm  whether  a  particu¬ 
lar  action  will  generate  posi¬ 
tive  cadi  flows.  “Managing  for 
cash '’makes  for  more  efficient 
decisions  and  generates  more 
business,  although  “manag¬ 
ing  for  profit"  is  often  the 
norm. 


YOU  GAN 
COME  OUT  NOW, 
MR  MAJOR... 

1996  is  almost  over 


Ailing  computer  giant  pins  hopes  on  Jobs,  says  Richard  Thomson 

Apple’s  NeXT  vital  bite  at  success 

Apple  Computers’  ded-  Ameiio  said  the  owners  of  Be,  share  has  plummeted  over  the  the  new  programme  at  the  ei 
sion  to  bring  back  Steve  Jean-Louis  Gassee  and  David  last  18  months,  from  nearly  10  of  1997.  The  deal  is  a  coup  f 
Jobs,  one  of  the  legend-  Marquardt,  demanded  too  per  cent  to  about  5  per  cent,  Mr  Jobs,  who  only  a  fe 
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Apple  Computers’  deri¬ 
sion  to  bring  back  Steve 
Jobs,  one  of  the  legend¬ 
ary  figures  of  'The*  personal 
computer  industry,  20  years 
after  he  founded  the  company 
is  likely  to  be  its  last  chance  to 
turn  itself  around. 

At  $400  million,  the  strug¬ 
gling  computer  manufacturer 
is  paying  a  stiff  price  for 
NeXT.  Mr  Jobs’S  software 
company,  and  for  tiie  advice  of 
Mr  Jobs  himself,  who  will 
became  a  part-time  consultant 
to  Gilbert  Ameiio.  Apple's 
chairman.  The  aim  is  to 
develop  NeXT’s  software, 
NeXTStep,  into  a  new  genera¬ 
tion  of  Apple  operating  soft¬ 
ware.  a  move  which  would 
help  to  restore  the  company’s 
reputation  for  innovation  and 
prop  up  its  flagging  share  of 
the  computer  market 
Apple  has  been  frying  to  buy 
a  software  company  since  it 
scrapped  its  Copeland  project 
to  develop  new  software  earli¬ 
er  this  year,  having  spent  $500 
million  on  its  development. 
Copeland  was  scheduled  to 
have  been  launched  in  1997. 

Until  a  few  weeks  ago  Apple 
was  in  talks  to  take  over  Be,  a 

software  company  said  to  have 
a  more  sophisticated  modem 
product  than  NeXT.  Mr 

"  ""  I 

Small  firms  j 
fight  change 
to  labour  law 

SMALL  FIRMS  have  rejected 
government  plans  to  exempt 
them  from  unfair  dismissal 
legislation,  according  to  a 
survey  (Alasdair  Murray 
writes).  The  British  Chambers 
of  Commerce  survey  found 
that  83  per  cent  of  snail 
businesses  believe  that  the 
current  two-year  limit  for  em¬ 
ployees  bringing  a  daim  for 
unfair  dismissal  is  fair. 

Dr  Ian  Peters,  deputy  direc¬ 
tor-general  of  the  BCC  said: 
The  creation  of  a  two-tier 
system  of  empfaymart  protec¬ 
tion  would  be  undesirable  and 
counter-productive."  The  BCC 
added  that  the  Government 
should  be  concentrating  on 
improving  third  party  arbitra¬ 
tion  and  weeding  cut  unrea¬ 
sonable  daims  within  the 
existing  law. 


Ameiio  said  the  owners  of  Be, 
Jean-Louis  Gassee  and  David 
Marquardt,  demanded  too 
high  a  price.  The  NeXT  deal 
was  wdoomed  by  most  Wall 
Street  analysts,  who  were  en¬ 
couraged  that  Mr  Jobs,  41, 
would  be  helping  Apple.  “It’S 
reassuring  to  have  Jobs  bade 
on  board,"  said  one  analyst, 
"but  Apple  is  running  out  of 
time  and  can’t  afford  to  flop 
with  this  one." 

The  company’s  market 


Jobs;  part-time  consultant 


share  has  plummeted  over  the 
last  18  months,  from  nearly  10 
per  cent  to  about  5  per  cent, 
and  its  shares  have  fallen  by 
half  to  about  $22  because  of 
management  turmoil,  unpop¬ 
ular  products  and  strong  com¬ 
petition  from  Microsift's 
Windows  95  software. 

Most  importantly,  Apple 
needs  a  new  operating  system 
that  will  persuade  other  soft¬ 
ware  programmers  in  the 
industry  to  write  programmes 
for  Apple  computers.  One  of 
the  company’s  biggest  prob¬ 
lems  is  that  there  are  fewer 
and  fewer  programmes  avail¬ 
able  for  Apple  users  compared 
to  the  number  available  for 
other  PCs. 

NeXT's  software  was  re¬ 
garded  as  elegant  and  fast 
when  it  was  introduced  eight 
years  ago,  but  same  program¬ 
mers  say  ft  has  lost  its  edge  as 
competitors  caught  up.  It  will 
now  attempt  to  update 
NeXTStep  arid  blend  it  with 
some  parts  of  Copeland  and 
existing  Apple  software  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  fast,  innovative  system. 

Ellen  Hancock,  head  of 
technology  at  Apple,  said  that 
it  would  lie  “easy”  to  adapt 
Nextstep  in  crucial  ways  to 
push  ft  ahead  of  competing 
systems  when  Apple  launches 


the  new  programme  at  the  end 
of  1997.  The  deal  is  a  coup  for 
Mr  Jobs,  who  only  a  few 
months  ago  said  that  Apple 
was  dead.  He  set  up  NeXT 
after  be  was  ousted  from 
Apple  in  1985  in  a  bitter  power 
struggle  with  John  Scully,  the 
executive  he  brought  in  to 
boost'  .Apple’s  mass  market 
sales.  Trying  to  repeat  Apple 
success,  Mr  Jobs  launched 
NeXT  eight  years  ago  as  a 
combined  hardware  and  soft¬ 
ware  system,  packaged  in  a 
sleek- looking  black  shell  ft 
never  took  off  and  the  com¬ 
pany  shrank  to  being  a  niche 
software  developer. 

Mr  Jobs,  meanwhile, 
turned  his  attention 
to  Pixar.  his  com¬ 
puter  animation  company, 
which  made  the  film  Toy 
Story,  and  tried  without  suc¬ 
cess  to  sell  NeXT.  Talks  with 
Apple  began  early  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  when  NeXT  executives 
heard  that  Apple  was  having 
trouble  clinching  a  deal  with 
Be.  Over  the  following  weeks 
Mr  Jobs  persuaded  Apple  that 
NeXT  was  a  good  buy.  al¬ 
though  the  deciding  factor 
appears  to  have  been  that  he 
and  Mr  Ameiio  found  they 
worked  well  together. 


M 


Answers  from  page  29  . 

JEHOSHAPHAT 

W The  fourth  king  of  JudaKcSEH&WBC  His  father  Asa.  who  ruled  for  40 
years,  had  put  an  end  to  the  strife  between  Judah  and  Israel  which  had 
been  going  on  am*  the  founding  of  the  two  sister  kingdoms  fryRetoboam 
and  Jeroboam.  Jefanshaphaa  reign,  in  Judah  covered  roughly  the  same 
years  as  Ahab's  m  Israel 

OBAD1AH 

(&}  Profile*,  author  of  the  shores*  book  in  the  OT  and  the  Obscurest. 
HabbafeukTs  his  life  spanned  the  Babylonian  conquest  of  Judah,  but  his 
special  feature  is  bis  venom  against  the  Edomites.  Since  they  lived  east  of 
the  Jordan.  The  Edomites  were  perilously  exposed  to  the  power  of 
Babylon  and  forced  to  submit  to  it.  ForObadiah  this  was  treason,  and  he 
described  with  virulent  enthusiasm  their  coming  slaughter. 

AMRAPHEL 

M  King  of  Shirtar  (Sumeris).  Together  with  three  other  kings  from  the 
east.  Amrapftd  made  war  on  five  kings  ' from  around  the  Dead  Sea. 
Abraham  then  defeated  the  kings  from  the  east  The  idebtiEtcaifoa  of 
Amraphel  with  the  great  Babylonian  lawgiver  Hammurabi,  mice 
generally  accepted,  creates  serious  chronotogieal  difficulties,  since  . 
Hammurabi  nourished  c2B90BC.  at  feast  500  years  before  Abraham.  - 
BAANAH 

(b)  A  murderous  thug,  a  servant  of  kinglsfr-bodieth,  the  son  of  Saul 
whom  he  murdered  in  hope  and  expectation  of  a  tewaid.front  the  rising 
man,  David.  However,  die  young  sum  on  the  rise  Ordered  instead  that  he 
be  executed,  airing  with  his  fellow  ruffian,  Recfaab  (not  (he  teetotaller). 
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‘Baring*  up 
inChangi 


HAPPY  new  year.  Nick 
Leeson.  Away  from  home 
for  the  second  year  run¬ 
ning,  die  rogue  trader  is 
still  safely  ensconced  in 
Singapore's  Changi  prison 
complex.  Aiming  for  the 
eariiest  possible  release 
from  the  six-and-a-half 
year  prison  sentence  — 
provided  that  he  behaves 
himself  —  Leeson  has  his 
sights  set  firmly  on  waving 
goodbye  some  time  in  the 
summer  of  1999.  Mean¬ 
while,  1  hear  that. Leeson  is 
keeping  himself  busy,  em¬ 
ployed  in  an  “unspecified 
prison  job”.  It  doesn’t 
sound  as  if  the  maverick  is 
earning  a  fortune  —  be 
gets  around  £3  a  week, 
which  all  goes  on  food 
additives  to  supplement 
his  rather  basic  diet 


Leeson:  earning 
just  £3  a  week 


Scottish  lament 


THE  derision  bp  Bum- 
field  to  cave  in  to  the  £57.7 
million  bid  from  Fairey 
was  good  news  for  David 
Shxipsoa.  the  PR  whose 
hapless  task  it  was  to 
defend  BumfiekL  Simp¬ 
son.  who  doubles  as  man¬ 
aging  director  of  Ladgate, 
was  aide  to  enjoy  a  family 
Christmas  after  missing  a 
trip  to  see  his  mother  in 
Scotland  last  weekend.  "I 
don't  think  your  mother 
can  divorce  you,"  Simpson 
tells  me.  “But  if  she  coukl, 
1  would  be  divorced." 


Dolled  up 

THE  Barbie  doll  craze  is 
now  moving  into  the  fash¬ 
ion  scene  Designers  are 
about  to  hitch  on  to  what 
they  believe  could  become 
a  new  craze  among  little 
girls  who  have  dreamt  of 
looking  like  a  Barbie  dofl. 
In  Japan.  Itochu  Fashion 
Systems  is  planning  to 
produce  adult-sized  Barbie 
styles  —  die  undergar¬ 
ments,  the  dresses,  and  all 
the  other  fashion  accesso¬ 
ries  which  would  fit  any 
age  group  between  15  and 
25.  It  is  reckoned  that  they 
could  be  in  the  shops  next 
year. 


Shop  talk 


AN  UPDATE  after  ray 
story  that  Ann  Robinson 
is  to  join  die  British 
Rctafl  Council  as  its  new 
director-general  and 
Lord  Sairtsbury  of  Pres¬ 
ton  Candover  is  handing 
over  his  crown  as  presi¬ 
dent  at  the  end  of  Nov¬ 
ember  1997  to  Lord 

Mac  La  rain  of  Kneb- 
worth.  Word  has  h  that  it 
will  be  “another  grocer" 
who  next  year  replaces 
bustling  Mark  Souhanu 
as  chairman. 


Rhubarb  cure 


A  HANGOVER  cure  from 
Sdfridgcs  for  anyone  who 
has  overindulged  during 
die  festive  season.  Jaded 
City  reveOers  might  want 
to  venture  in  to  Set  fridges 
on  their  way  to  the  office, 
where  the  in-store  nurse  is 
serving  adrink  of  efferves¬ 
cent  Vitamin  C,  or  two 

Panadol  with  a  dose  of  her 
secret  rhubarb  remedy. 


I  JOHV  PRESCOTT  has 
i  delighted  staff  at  A  Med 
}  Dunbar,  boasting  that  he 
!  holds  a  polio;  with  the 
i  assurance  company.  How 
;  sweet  of  the  deputy  leader 
I  of  the  Labour  Parly  to 
i  pass  on  the  good  newsto 
I  Sandy  Latch,  the  chief 
executive  ofBritishAnien- 

can  Financial  Services, 
Allied  Dunbar’s  parent 
company  Why  this  policy 
of  (tisdosure? 


MORAG  PRESTON 


'  f « 


Douglas  Hurd,  who  was  educated  at  Eton  and  Cambridge,  is  keen  to  play  down  his  background,  which  included  a  stint  in  the  Civfl  Service 


NatWest’s  foreign  minister 


keeps  up  his  travels 


Eton  and  Cambridge  is  the 
.classic  background  for  the 
City.  Throw  in  the  diplomatic 
service,  thriller  writing  and  a 
time  crossing  swords  with  Baroness 
Thatcher,  and  it  can  be  seen  why 
NatWest  Markets  was  so  keen  to 
recruit  Douglas  Hurd  when  he  left  the 
Government  18  months  ago. 

Frustration  drove  him  from  White¬ 
hall  in  June  1995.  He  no  longer  wanted 
to  hold  the  fiddle  for  the  Euro-sceptic 
Paganinis  in  his  party.  John  Major  had 
offered  him  the  deputy  prime 
ministership  ahead  of  Michael 
Heseltine  —  a  little  known  fact  —  but 
he  declined.  After  21  years  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  he  wanted  his  freedom  bade.  No 
more  ministerial  red  boxes  or  red¬ 
nosed  backbenchers  foaming  at  the 
mouth.. 

The  political  animal  divorced  him¬ 
self  from  the  beast  of  burden.  He  still 
makes  speeches  and  votes,  but  he  does 
not  have  any  paperwork  and  says 
triumphantly:  “And  the  other  thing  is 
—  you  don't  wake  up  with  a  worry  cm 
your  mind."  ' 

Staring  out  of  his  eighth-floor 
Bishopsgate  window  across  north 
London,  he  loses  himself  in  recollec¬ 
tions.  Memories  of  16  years  as  a 
minister  weigh  heavily,  if  not  mi  his 
mind,  then  at  least  in  ms  language,  “it 
was  quite  wearing,  always  working, 
fun.  varied,  I  enjoyed  ...  but  now  the 
pressure  is  off." 

Nevertheless,  his  job  description  has 
changed  little.  He  is  still  keeping  his  air 
miles  account  level  with  the  Russian 
cosmonauts.  “I  love  travel  and  I'm 
travelling  almost  as  much  as  when  f 
was  Foreign  Secretary.  I  enjoy  meeting 
people  in  their  own  habitat,  f  went  to 
ten  countries  in  seven  wedcs  daring  the 
autumn.  I  can't  do  very  much  while 
Parliament  is  sitting  because,  you 
know,  there  is  a  son  of  precarious 
majority." 

in  London,  Mr  Hurd  wakes  at  7am 
and  listens  to  Radio  4’s  Today  pro¬ 
gramme.  Then  it  off  to  the  NatWest 
offices.  “I  run  my  life  from  here.  I  am 
usually  here  in  foe  morning  and  go  to 
Parliament  in  the  afternoon.”  Most 
evenings  end  with  a  Westminster  vote 
at  7pm  or  10pm.  He  has  yet  to  escape 
the  crack  of  the  party  wfaijx 
In  an  average  week,  Monday  will  see. 
him  address  a  conference  outside 
London.  He  will  meet  Trench  ministers 
in  Paris  on  Tuesday,  host  a  Whitehall 
lunch  on  Wednesday,  go  to  Scotland  on 
political  and  banking  business  on 
Thursday.  On  Friday  and  the  weekend, 
he  mingles  with  constituents  in 
Chrfonishire. 

Mr  Hurd  will  relinquish  his  seat  at 
the  next  election  to  devote'  himself 
exclusively  to  Nat  West  He  is  a  non¬ 
executive  director  on  the  main  board. 
Its  meetings  are.  apparently,  not  unlike 
those  he  attended  in  Downing  Street. 
But  his  main  job  is  deputy  chairman  of 
NatWest  Markets,  the  group’s  invest¬ 
ment  arm.  His  experience  of  dealing 
with  foreign  digmtaries  serves  him 


Oliver  August  checks  out  the  hectic 
working  life  of  Douglas  Hurd 


well.  He  says:  “There  is  a  lot  of 
welcoming  people  here.  One  erf  the 
terrible  phrases  in  the  City  is:  Irs  a 
people  business.  A  big,  profound 
discovery.  If  you  have  some  Russian 
tycoon  or  minister  or  governor  of  the 
centra!  bank,  the  first  thing  you  have  to 
do  is  get  him  talking,  get  him 
interested,  get  your  points  across. 
These  are  common  skills." 

Effortlessly,  he  makes  banking 
sound  like  another  branch  of  politics. 
That  he’s  largely  ignorant  about  fi¬ 
nance  seems  to  matter  little  to  him  or 
his  employers.  His  age,  however,  he 
cannot  deny.  Starting  a  hew  career  at 
65  raises  the  obvious  question  of  how 
long  he  win  stay.  Obvious  it  may  be, 
but  not  to  him.  His  friends  apparently 
think  that  the  switch  from  politics  to 
finance  has  made  him  look  younger. 
He  says  so  with  a  perfect  politician  *s 
smile. 

The  secret  behind  the  receding 
wrinkles  could  indeed  be  linked  to 
finance.  Mr  Hurd’s  own  finances  that 
is.  He  does  little  to  dispute  suggestions 
that  he  is  paid  more  than  £200.000  a 
year  fora  three-day  week.  “AD  the  time 
I  was  in  politics  the  rather  small  capital 
which  I  started  with  was  gradually 
running  down.  It  is  nice  that  that  is  no 
longer  so.  like  many  politicians  you 
don’t  think  about  your  own  finance 
because  you  know  if  you  do  you  are 
going  to  get  depressed." 

Taking  up  a  company  directorship 
after  a  distinguished  career  in  politics 


is  a  Hurd  family  tradition.  Young 
Douglas  followed  his  father  to  West¬ 
minster,  who  himself  had  followed  his 
father.  After  a  Commons  career  and  a 
stint  as  agriculture  correspondent  The 
Times  in  the  1920s,  Douglas’s  father 
became  a  director  of  several  Falkland 
Island  companies. 

“He  was  a  farmer,  really,  he  was  a 
tenant  fanner  in  Wiltshire."  Mr  Hurd 
says.  He  omits  that  to  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  he  was  known  as  Baron  Hurd. 
After  years  of  teasing  about  a  silver 
spoon  being  part  of  his  well-bred 
features,  Hurd  junior  is  keen  to  play 
down  his  background.  Eton.  Cam¬ 
bridge,  the  Cambridge  Union  presi¬ 
dency  and  a  stint  in  the  Civil  Service 
hindered  rather  than  helped  his  polit¬ 
ical  career. 

During  his  1990  bid  to  succeed 
Margaret  Thatcher  he  insisted  that  he 
was  not  a  toff.  But  Mow  conservative 
MPS  thought  he  appealed  to  estate 
owners  rattier  than  estate  agents  and 
voted  for  John  Major. 

The  move  to  finance  has  not  silenced 
public  criticism.  His  NatWest  appoint¬ 
ment  was  preceded  by  the  Nolan 
committee's  expose  of  sleaze  in  the 
Major  Government.  The  Labour  Party 
quickly  portrayed  his  job  change  as 
driving  a  coach  and  horses  through  the 
spirit  of  the  Nolan  recommendations. 
He  retoned  with  a  list  of  explanations. 
He  claims  never  to  speak  for  NatWest, 
or  on  banking,  in  the  Commons  and 
says  he  is  not  employed  as  a  consultant 


or  lobbyist.  He  fully  complies  with  the 
new  rules,  he  says. 

The  next  public  row  came  earlier  this 
year.  Mr  Hurd  was  caught  negotiating 
the  privatisation  of  Serbia's  phone 
company  with  President  Milosevic,  an 
old  acquaintance.  Of  all  EU  foreign 
ministers.  Mr  Hurd  had  always 
seemed  the  least  critical  of  Serbian 
genocide  in  Bosnia.  Mr  Hurd  says:  “It 
is  in  our  interest  that  Serbia  should  be 
both  politically  and  economically 
liberalised.  I  cant  do  anything  about 
the  political  side.  They  are  wrestling 
with  that  in  the  streets  now.  But  on  the 
economic  side,  if  they  want  to  move 
towards  privatising,  it's  in  everyone's 
interest  they  should  do  that." 


The  former  Foreign  Secretary  with  President  Mandela  of  South  Africa 


He  still  sounds  like  a  House 
of  Commons  man  who 
relishes  gladiatorial  de¬ 
bates.  But  he  says  he  no 
longer  feels  a  great  thrill  when  he  sits 
in  the  chamber.  A  new  passion  has 
entered  his  life  —  not  banking  but 
literature.  "I  have  several  years  of 
writing  books  ahead  of  me,"  he  says. 

He  just  finished  the  last  sentence  of  a 
political  novel  called  A  Shape  Of  Eyes. 
It  is  named  after  a  poem  by  Thomas 
Hardy  that  describes  the  Titanic  being 
built  in  Belfast  while  at  the  same  time 
thousands  of  miles  away  the  iceberg 
was  taking  shape.  A  Shape  of  Eyes 
deals  with  a  Prime  Minister  recovering 
from  a  heart  attack.  He  must  decide 
whether  to  continue  in  office. 

Mr  Hurd  says  “He  resolves  to  go  on 
and  everything  seems  fine.  The  skies 
are  dear,  no  particular  crisis.  And  then 
about  five  things  go  wrong  including  in 
his  personal  life.  The  novel  is  about 
how  things  just  pile  up.  I  hope  ir 
conveys  the  feel  of  that." 

Mr  Hurd  says  that  he  has  been 
careful  not  to  caricature  former  col¬ 
leagues.  “I  juggled  all  the  characteris¬ 
tics  up."  But  the  heart  attack  plot 
inevitably  leads  to  his  old  rival 
Heseltine.  The  two  first  crossed  swords 
in  1974  when  Mr  Hurd  beat  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  to  a  seat  in 
Oxfordshire. 

His  passion  for  writing  is  really  a 
return  to  an  old  hobby.  A  Shape  of  Eyes 
will  be  Mr  Hurd’s  tenth  thriller.  He 
wrote  the  last  one  15  years  ago.  “1 
scribble  in  ordinary  WH  Smith  note¬ 
books,"  he  says.  “It  then  gets  typed  so  I 
can  alter  it  on  the  screen.  I  need  about 
an  hour  to  get  going,  but  if  you  are  on  a 
long  plane  journey,  or  half  a  day  at 
home  without  interruption,  it  flows 
quite  easily." 

Before  he  started  writing  again  he 
admits  to  having  felt  lost  He  had 
followed  politics  passionately  since  his 
university  days.  His  departure  from 
Whitehall  had  created  a  vacuum. 

However,  be  was  rescued  by  the  City 
job  offer.  In  the  end  his  move 
amounted  only  to  a  change  of  props. 
The  grand  staircases  of  the  Foreign 
Office  were  replaced  by  stick 
Bishopsgate  lifts.  Meet  Douglas  Hurd. 
NatWest’s  foreign  minister. 


Share  prices  not  always  the  true  value  Retiming  operation  for  Channel  5  is  crackbrained 


From  Mr  Peter  ChappeU 
Sir,  I  read  with  interest  the 
article  on  the  flotation  of  the 
Halifax  Building  Society  and 
the  sour  grapes  on  the  part  of 
the  City  at  not  being  allowed  a 
“free  lunch"  on  the  existing 
members’  profits  (December 


17). 


It  does  appear  that  there  is  a 
certain  amount  of  variation 
being  shown  in  the  share  price 
of  many  of  our  leading  com¬ 
panies  not  truly  reflecting  the 
trading  position  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  pic. 

Taking  Guinness  as  our 
example,  whilst  die  All-Share 
Index  has  risen,  or  been 
inflated  over  the  last  four 
years  ‘  from  1.580  to  1,955 
points,  Guinness’s  share  [Mice 
shows  a  fall  from  501j>  to  43Sp 
despite  record  profits  in  1996. 

As  the  City  cannot  print 
money  without  the  ^9  of 
companies’  increased  profits 


from  exports.  .  in  order  to 
absorb  the  newly  privatised 
.  banks  and  utilities,  some 
shares  have  had  to  be 
devalued. 

One  blot  on  the  UK  stock 
market  horizon,  however,  is 
the  regulator  for  the  privatised 
utilities.  Reading  Northern 
Ireland  Electricity's  latest  re¬ 
port.  the  price  cutting  imposed 
fry  the  regulator  has  reduced 
the  corporation  tax  paid  back 
into  the  economy  by  several 
million  pounds.  Chancellor 
please  note! 

With  the  forthcoming  Janu¬ 
ary  sales,  now  is  the  time  to 
invest  in  those  UK  companies, 
the  shares  of  which  are  dis¬ 
counted  against  the  .  real 
market 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  CHAPPELL. 

31  Brooks  Road. 

Sutton  Coldfield, 

West  Midlands.  . 


From  Mr  Colin  W  Robertson 
Sir,  We  learn  from  Eric 
Reguly  (December  II)  that 
Channel  5  has  been  “retuning 
far  too  many  homes"  and  now 
intends  to  retime  only  those 
where  the  occupants  have 
complained  of  interference 
from  a  test  signal,  presumably 
without  having  been  told  be¬ 
forehand  when  the  test  signal 
would  be  transmitted. 

This  test  appears  to  be 
unsatisfactory  in  concept 
because  the  outcome  depends 
entirely  on  whether  the  occu¬ 
pant  of  the  home  happens  to 
be  in  a  position  to  notice 
interference  at  the  time  the  test . 
signal  is  transmitted,  correctly 
identifies  its  cause  and  then 


Letters  to  the  Business 
section  can  be  sent  by 
fax  on  0171-782  5112. 


goes  to  the  trouble  of 
complaining. 

If  Channel  5  is  permitted  to 
proceed  in  this  way.  it  will  be 
scandalous.  Let  us  be  clear 
that  it  is  not  homes  that  are 
reruned.  but  TV  receivers  and 
video  recorders.  Therefore, 
even  if  a  home  is  really 
immune  from  interference,  the 
equipment  in  it  would  need 
retuning  if  transferred  to  a  less 
benign  location,  or,  in  some 
cases,  if  used  in  a  different 
way.  1  think  I  have  the  right  to 
expect  that  the  original  facili¬ 
ties  and  portability  of  my 
equipment  throughout  the  UK 
will  not  be  impaired  by  the 
advent  of  Channel  5.  There¬ 
fore,  if  done  at  all,  retuning 
needs  to  be  done  on  all 
potentially  affected  equip¬ 
ment,  regardless  of  its  present 
location. 

In  fact,  it  is  almost  beyond 
belief  that  Channel  5  was  ever 


allowed  to  start  on  the  basis  of 
such  a  crack-brained  opera¬ 
tion  as  the  invasive  retiming  of 
equipment  in  14  mfllion 
homes.  If  there  was  no  room 
for  a  fifth  terrestrial  channel, 
this  should  have  been  accept¬ 
ed  as  a  limitation. 

What  is  so  magical  about 
drawing  the  line  at  five  terres¬ 
trial  channels  instead  of  four? 
Retuning  cannot  have  positive 
value  for  the  consumer.  Many 
TV  receivers  and  video  record¬ 
ers  will  be  damaged  by  acci¬ 
dent,  ignorance  or  incom¬ 
petence  during  retuning,  and, 
at  best,  the  equipment  will 
work  no  better  than  before.  Is 
it  really  too  late  to  stop  this 
nonsense? 

Yours  faithfully, 

COLIN  W.  ROBERTSON. 
Three  Gables, 

7a  Talbots  Chive, 
Maidenhead, 

Berkshire. 
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Partnership 
begins  to 
look  shaky 


Eileen  McCabe  says  Irish  success  may 
undermine  further  economic  progress 


A  due  to  the  very  differ¬ 
ent  economic  back¬ 
ground  to  the 
Republic  of  Ireland’s  four 
national  pay  agreements 
from  1987  lies  in  Thedr 
names. 

The  first  was  the  “Pro¬ 
gramme  for  National  Recov¬ 
ery":  the  one  which  ends  on 
December  31  is  the  “Pro¬ 
gramme  for  Competitive¬ 
ness  and  Work":  and  the 
agreement  which  has  just 
been  negotiated  is  the  for¬ 
ward-looking  “Partnership 
2000". 

Earlier  this  month,  the 
country's  social  partners  — 
the  Government,  trade 
unions  and  employers' 
groups  —  made  their  way  to 
Dublin  Castle  to  fight  their 
comer  over  who  should  get 
what,  where  and  when.  As 
they  did  so  the  OECD 
predicted  that  Ireland’s  re¬ 
markable  GDP  growth  rates 
which  reached  10  J  per  cent 
in  1995,  will  continue  at  at 
least  6  per  cent  until  1999. 

Although  all  Irish  people 
are  proud  of  the  internation¬ 
al  plaudits  that  have  greeted 
the  emergence  of  the  “Celtic 
Tiger",  some  of  the  pay 
masters  at  the  talks,  must 
have  hoped  for  a  dilution  of 
the  "feel-good”  factor  which 
now  permeates  Irish  life. 
Around  the  negotiating  ta¬ 
ble,  they  discovered  that  in  a 
time  of  plenty, 
everyone  wants 
much  more. 

After  the 
obligatory  late- 
night  sessions, 
the  stage-man¬ 
aged  threats  of 
walk-outs  and 
the  public  cries 
of  “no  surren¬ 
der",  the  new 
pay  deal  began 
to  take  shape. 

First  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector  pay 
agreement  was 
sealed  at  925 
per  cent  over  39 
months. 

Then  the 
public  sector 
settled  for  the 
exact  same  in¬ 
crease  over  the 
same  period 
with  certain 
provisos  gov¬ 
erning  local 
pay  bargaining 
and  productivi¬ 
ty  deals. 

Finally,  the 
welfare 
groups,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Irish 
National  Org¬ 
anisation  for 
the  Unem¬ 
ployed.  signed 


The  social 
met  at 


up  when  the  Government 
agreed  a  Ir£525  million 
package  to  combat  soda] 
exclusion  and  increase  soda] 
welfare. 

The  79-page  Partnership 
2000  deal  also  includes 
broad  agreements  on  tax 
cuts  and  job  creation  over 
the  next  three  years. 

As  in  previous  years  the 
deal  will  now  be  put  to  a 
national  ballot  of  workers. 
But  unlike  previous  years. 
Ireland’s  workers  in  1996 
are  not  suffering  from  the 
fear  of  forced  unemploy¬ 
ment  or  emigration. 

It  was  those  twin  terrors 
along  with  double-digit  in¬ 
flation  which  drove  their 
representatives  to  the  first 
pay  talks  that  eventually  led 
to  the  1987  deal.  The  Repub¬ 
lic's  economy  was  in  tatters: 
the  national  debt  had  bal¬ 
looned  from  Ir£7.9  billion  in 
1980  to  almost  IrE22  billion 
in  1986.  Unemployment  was 
running  at  17  per  cent,  and, 
each  year,  more  than  40,000 


Irish  people  were  forced  to 
hit  the  emigration  trail  in 
search  of  work. 

The  national  scare  forced 
the  unions  to  take  a  much 
longer-term  view  of  their 
members'  interests  and  the 
Government  to  adopt  a 
much  more  rigorous  ap¬ 
proach  to  public  finances. 
The  result  was  the  1987 
Programme  for  National 
Recovery,  which  laid  down  a 
series  of  measures  to  reduce 
public  borrowing.  Public 
sector  jobs  were  shed,  hospi¬ 
tal  wards  were  dosed  and 
those  lucky  enough  to  be  in 
employment  accepted  mea¬ 
gre  wage  increases. 

According  to  Terry  Baker, 
an  economist  with  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  And  Social  Research 
Institute,  that  agreement 
and  the  two  that  followed 
contributed  to  Ireland's  al¬ 
most  miraculous  recovery 
which  today  allows  it  to 
boast  one  of  the  fastest- 
growing  economies  in  the 
OECD. 

Ireland’s  debt-to-GDP  ra¬ 
tio  fell  from  116  per  cent  in 
1987  to  85  per  cent  in  1995 
and  according  to  the 
OECD's  latest  Economic 
Outlook,  should  drop  to  71 
per  cent  by  1998.  The  same 
report  pegged  Irish  inflation 
at  2  per  cent  for  the  next  two 
years. 

The  pay  agreements  have 
allowed  Ire¬ 
land's  job  cre¬ 
ation  agencies 
to  highlight  ex¬ 
cellent  indus¬ 
trial  relations 
as  well  as  low 
corporation  tax 
rates  when 
they  trawl  the 
world  looking 
for  corporate 
investors. 

This  in  turn 
has  helped  to 
create  more 
than  150.000 
new  jobs  in  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  five- 
year  period  to 
April  1996.  De¬ 
spite  the  new 
jobs,  the  coun¬ 
try's  unem¬ 
ployment  level 
remains  at  a 
stubbornly 
high  rate  of  al¬ 
most  12  per 
cent,  mostly 
because  emi¬ 
gration  has 
been  reduced 
to  a  trickle. 

But  Ireland's 
boom  has  one 
downside.  Al¬ 
though  the 
fear-induced 
wage  and  pub¬ 


lic-spending  restraint  of  the 
late  1980s  has  now  been 
replaced  by  the  challenge  of 
satisfying  the  Maastricht 
criteria  for  membership  of 
Europe's  monetary  union, 
there  is  a  feeling  that  a 
Brussels  directive  doesn’t 
cany  the  same  weight  with 
wage  earners  as  impending 
economic  disaster. 

Even  though  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  workers  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  accept  their  union 
leaders'  recommendation  to 
vote  for  Partnership  2000, 
there  are  already  rumblings 
from  some  sectors  that  wage 
restraint  has  gone  too  far. 

Recently  the  leaders  of 
some  nurses'  unions  were 
publicly  humiliated  when 
their  members  voted  to  re¬ 
ject  a  pay  deal  which  they 
had  recommended. 

If  that  gap  between  union 
leaders  and  members 
spreads  to  other  sectors. 
Partnership  2000  may  be 
Ireland's  last  national  pay 
deaL 


informative: 


With  effect  from  2  January  1997  toe  following  interest 
rates  will  apply: 


Premier  Cheque  Account 


Overdraft  Rate 


%pa 

Agreed  overdraft  for  9.00% 

balances  up  to  £10,000 


%EAR 

9.31% 


Mortgage 


All  loan  amounts 


From  To 

6.49%  pa  6.74%  pa 


Equity  Release  Loan 


^  it  a  mortgage  Is  held  with  First  Direct  or  no  other 
O  mortgage  is  outstanding  on  your  property: 

£  From  To 

XJ  All  loan  amounts  6.49%  pa  6.74%  pa 


2  If  a  mortgage  is  heto  which  is  not  with  Rrst  Direct: 

Sh  All  loan  amounts  8.49%  pa  8.74%  pa 

FlreJ  D(f^  Is  a  (WiOOT  OJ  MWand  Bank  p*c  Member  HSBC  <J>  Gtvap 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  DECEMBER  27 


Stella  Rimington.  Stephen  Hinchlufe,  Peter  Robinson,  Ron  Sandler 


sorge  Staple,  Elizabeth  Forsyth.  Asti  Nadir,  Richard  Branson.  Bob  Ayling,  Bob  Crandall, 
;  David  Rowland.  Tim  Holley,  Peter  Davis.  Colin  Shannan  and  Nick  Land 


A  year  of  golden  shares  and 
copper-bottomed  scandals 


It  was  another  typically 
British  year  —  groaning 
paypackets,  ambitious 
mergers,  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  scandal  to  brighten 
things  up.  The  Maxwell  broth¬ 
ers  walked  free,  a  Japanese 
copper  trader  caused  pande¬ 
monium.  and  Barings  execu¬ 
tives  were  hauled  over  the 
coals.  The  stock  market  raced 
up  and  up,  with  fund  manag¬ 
ers  pondering  when  the  bubble 
would  burst 

Tempers  flared  at  British 
Airways,  which  announced  a 
triumphal  link-up  with  Ameri¬ 
can  Airlines,  only  to  see  the 
exercise  snarled  up  in  red-tape. 
Bob  Ayling,  BA'S  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  and  Bob  Crandall,  Ameri¬ 
can's  chairman,  waxed  lyrical 
about  the  benefits  to  consum¬ 
ers,  although  _ 

Richard 

SETS!  Heads: 
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claims  that  U1C  1U 

die  two  air-  rn 

lines'  domi-  L'atu 

nance  of  the  mVStP 

north  Adamic  JUy&LC 

routes  would  ground 

be  anything  ^ 

less  than  and-  " 
competitive.  Separate  talks 
aimed  at  liberalising  air  agree¬ 
ments  between  the  UK  and 
America  made  little  progress. 

Ayling  suffered  grief  on  oth¬ 
er  fronts,  narrowly  averting  a 
strike  by  BA  pilots,  then  enrag¬ 
ing  employees  with  plans  to 
shed  10.000  jobs,  stripping  £1 
billion  out  of  the  business 
within  three  years.  BA  needs 
money  to  upgrade  its  fleet  of 
737s  to  meet  new  European 
noise  regulations.  The  first 
heads  rolled  at  Heathrow  — 
and  the  luggage  carousels 
mysteriously  ground  to  a  halt 
The  National  Lottery  spun 
its  way  through  another  year 
of  howls  and  catcalls.  Camelot. 
the  operator,  reported  record 
profits,  but  fared  less  well  with 
instants,  which  have  halved  in 


Heads  rolled  at 
Heathrow  and 
the  luggage 
carousels 
mysteriously 
ground  to  a  halt 


sales  since  the  summer  of  1995. 
The  first  midweek  lottery  draw 
takes  place  in  February. 

Tim  Holley,  Camelofs  chief 
executive,  went  for  a  quick  nap 
in  St  James's  Park  one  lunch¬ 
time  —  and  saw  his  photo¬ 
graph  splashed  across  the 
front  cover  of  a  national  news¬ 
paper.  Peter  Davis,  the  lottery 
regulator,  endured  public 
gnllings  by  MPs.  then  began 
to  bare  hrs  teeth,  damping 
down  on  under-age  sales  of 
lottery  tickets. 

The  year  had  its  tragedies. 
In  July.  Amschel  Rothschild, 
tipped  as  heir-apparent  to  the 
Rothschild  banking  dynasty, 
was  found  dead  in  a  Paris  hotel 
room.  Three  months  later. 
Matthew  Harding,  the  insur¬ 
ance  millionaire  and  deputy 

_  chairman  of 

Chelsea  Foot- 
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Branson's 

Virgin  Group  went  into  over¬ 
drive,  launching  its  long- 
awaited  Johannesburg  service, 
and  starting  European  ser¬ 
vices  from  Brussels.  Virgin 
branched  into  trains  and  cine¬ 
mas.  took  on  marketing  for 
Eurostar.  launched  a  record 
label,  and  pushed  heavily  into 
financial  services.  Branson 
dressed  in  a  frock  for  the 
launch  of  Virgin  Bride,  then 
flew  to  Morocco  for  another 
ballooning  escapade.  He  even 
shaved  off  his  beard. 

Stock  markets  tested  new 
highs,  and  industry  was  awash 
with  takeovers.  The  biggest 
shakeout  was  in  the  utilities 
sector,  which  witnessed  bids 
worth  £10  billion  this  year. 

The  City  was  swept  by  fresh 
scandals.  Peter  Young,  a  star 


Jon  Ashworth  charts  the 
ups  and  downs  and 
comings  and  goings  of  1996 


fund  manager  at  Morgan 
Grenfell  Asset  Management, 
made  a  sharp  exit  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  after  it  emerged  that  his 
investment  strategy  was  not 
quite  as  defined  in  the  corpo¬ 
rate  brochure.  Morgan  Gren¬ 
fell  went  on  to  pledge  about 
£200  million  in  compensation 
to  100,000  investors. 

Panic  erupted  on  the  copper 
markets  in  June,  when  it 
emerged  that  a  Japanese  trad¬ 
er.  Yasuo  Hamanaka,  had  run 
up  losses  of  more  than  £13 
billion  in  ten  years  of  allegedly 
unauthorised  trading. 
Hamanaka,  senior  copper 
trader  at  Sumitomo  Corpora¬ 
tion.  was  later  charged  with 
fraud  and  forgery.  City  regula¬ 
tors  called  for  changes  at  the 
London  Metal  Exchange  in  the 
wake  of  the  Sumitomo  Affair. 

Nick  Leeson's  legacy  lived 
on,  as  former  Barings  execu¬ 
tives  were  hauled  before  City 
regulators.  Fines  and  repri¬ 
mands  flew,  and  Peter  Norris, 
the  former  Barings  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  was  banned  from  the  City 
for  three  years.  The  Treasury 
Select  Committee  criticised  the 
Bank  of  England  over  its 
handling  or  the  Barings  case. 
Mary  Waiz.  one  of  the  execu¬ 
tives  responsible  for  supervis¬ 
ing  Nick  Leeson.  lost  her  daim 
to  a  £500,000  bonus. 

There  was  belter  fortune  for 
John  Clark,  who  was  ousted  as 
chief  executive  of  BET  after  it 
was  token  aver  by  Rentokil  in 
April  Clark  took  Rentofcil  to 
court  and  was  awarded  more 
than  £3  million  in  compensa¬ 
tion.  Judges  in  Strasbourg 
ruled  that  Ernest  Saunders 
was  treated  unfairly  over 
Guinness,  but  threw  out  his 
daim  for  nearly  £5  million  in 
damages. 


It  was  a  year  of  breast¬ 
beating  by  Britain's  accoun¬ 
tants,  who  did  something 
totally  out  of  character,  and 
disclosed  how  much  they  are 
paid.  Colin  Shaman.  senior 
partner  in  KPMG,  confessed  to 
earning  £7*10.000  last  year. 
Nick  Land  at  Ernst  &  Young 
got  by  on  £427.000.  Other  Big 
Six  accountants  sniffily  avoid¬ 
ed  publishing  their  accounts, 
but  h  can  only  be  a  matter  of 
time. 

The  year  saw  mare  depar¬ 
tures  from  the  corporate  stage. 
Lord  Weinstock  stepped  down 
from  GEC  after  33  years  at  the 
helm.  Next  to  go  is  Lord 
Hanson,  who  announced  his 
intention  to  retire  next  Septem¬ 
ber,  when  he  turns  75.  He 
started  unravelling  the  Han¬ 
son  empire  —  and  saw  his  pay 
packet  shrink  accordingly. 

George  Staple,  director  of 
the  Serious  Fraud  Office 
(SFO).  came  under  fire  over  his 
handling  of  the  Maxwell  case. 
The  SFO  announced  its  inten¬ 
tion  to  have  a  second  crack  at 
Kevin  following  his  acquittal 
in  January,  but  the  case  was 
laser  thrown  out  by  the  courts. 
Television  viewers  were  treat¬ 
ed  id  a  delightful  “at  home" 
family  portrait.  A  bungling 
Nigerian  fraudster  tried  to 
enlist  Staple  in  a  scam.  Staple 
stands  down  in  April  after  four 
years  at  Elm  House. 

Sparks  flew  in  April,  when 
Peter  Robinson  was  sacked  as 
chief  executive  of  the  Woolwich 
Building  Society.  The  hapless 
Robirtson  was  spending  some 
of  his  L^00.000-a-year  salary 
in  the  Caribbean,  when  a 
friend  rang  to  say  all  was  not 
wdL  He  returned  to  allega¬ 
tions  about  the  use  of  Wool¬ 
wich  gardeners,  electricians 


and  decorators  at  his  mock- 
Tudor  pile  in  Kent. 

Robinson  said  he  was  the 
victim  of  a  “smear  campaign'*, 
and  complained  that  his  89- 
year-old  mother  had  been  ha¬ 
rassed  by  reporters.  He 
recently  signed  up  as  a  consul¬ 
tant  to  Direct  Line  Insurance. 

At  about  the  same  time,  one 
of  the  UK’S  fastest-growing 
retail  empires  was  heading  for 
trouble.  Stephen  Hinchlme,  a 
Sheffield-based  businessman, 
turned  Facia  info  one  of  the 
high  streets  most  visible 
chains,  with  names  including 
Freeman  Hardy  Wilis.  Sock 
Shop  and  Red  or  Dead. 

Things  went  awry  when  the 
Depanroent  of  Trade  and  In¬ 
dustry  started  disqualification 
proceedings  against 

Hinchliffe.  _ 
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mainder  was 

put  into  liquidation  earlier  this 
month. 

Women  in  finance  and  for 
dustry  enjoyed  a  vintage  year. 
Simla  Masters  of  KPMG  be¬ 
came  a  dame  in  the  Queen's 
Birthday  Honours,  and  Julia 
Cfewnkm  of  Business  in  the 
Community  was  appointed 
CBE.  Maqorie  Scardino 
scaled  the  heights  at  Pearson. 
Denise  Kfogsmlll  was  appoint¬ 
ed  a  deputy  chairman  of  (he 
Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  —  the  only 
woman  to  make  the  post— and 
Stella  Rinringtan  swapped 
M15  for  M&S,  signing  up  as  a 
noa-executiw  director  of 
Marks  &  Spencer. 

Things  turned  out  less 
favourably  for  Elizabeth  For¬ 
syth,  one-time  aide  to  Asil 


against  London  for  E 

It  was  a  year  of 
breast-beating 
by  accountants, 
who  did 

something  totally 
out  of  character 


in  this  shop 

The  Old  Curiosity  Shop.  Radio  4  (FMh  1130am. 
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where  pricy-larvae  lurk.  And  ,  there's  more.... 
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RADIO  5  LIVE 


&05anrThe  Unnka  Strikes  Back  vritti 
Mark  Huist  Sj05  Jeans  Genius  TOO  TT» 
Breakfast  Progrenmtt  9.00  The  Maga¬ 
zine  with  Diana  Mscfl  11  JOS  Never  Walk 
Alone  (4/*>i  11-35  The  Food  of  Love  and 
Hate  (4/4;  12A0  Midday  with  Malr 
2.05pm  Buscoa  on  Rve  4jOO  Nedon- 
wide  7JW  News  Extra,  with  David  McNel 
7.38  Raridnson  on  Sport  Su06  Friday 
Sport. .  Zimbabwe  v  England  IOjOS 
Paper  Taflc.  «Bi  Jay  Raynarartd  Brian 
Alexander  It  jQO  NfgM  Bara,  wBi  Dodd 
McNail  12415m  Attar  Hours  2J0B  Up  AV 
Mght  1  I  ■  ■ 


TALK  RADIO 


SjOOam  Chris  Aahlay  and  Sandy  Wan 
7J»  Paul  Ross  sun  Scoo  CM&taftn 
12j00  Phllp  Hodson  ZJWpm  Tommy 
Boyd  4L0Q  Peter  Oeefay  7  JD0  Sports 
Zona  1000  Mfce  Aten  IJNtam  Ian 
Courts 


CLASSIC  FM 


4JD0m  Marie  Griffiths  7j00  Mica  Read 
1000  Alan  Freeman  12.00  Susannah 
Simons  2.00pm  Nick  Batey.  Tchafcov- 
sky  (1312  Overture)-.  Mozart  (Symphony 
No  40,  let  Movement):  Strauss  (Blue 
Danube)  5.  00  Classic  Showcase  7.00 
Ttavel  Guide  1897  Holiday  Preview  8JI0 
Evening  Concert  JTaspIghl  (The  Pinas  tit 
Rome);  de  Fdte  (Nlohta  In  the  Garden  ot 
Spam);  Beethoven.(Piano  Concerto  NoS 
In  C  minor.  OpaSfcTChalkcwsky  (Romtio 
et  Juflatfe,  Fantasy  Overture)  10.00 
Mlchaei  Mapph  i  ,00am  Saly  Petereon 
4JW  Alan  Freeman 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


S.OOvsn  Jeremy  OariC  1QJJ0  Graham 
□ana  1-OOpen  Lynn  Ramons  4.00  Mtcri 
Johreon  7jOO  Paul  Coyto  (FM)  /  ftafcmr 
Banks  (AM)  IOjOO  Alan  Freeman  1200 
Merit  Forrest  2.00am  Howard  Pearce 


Nadir.  She  was  jailed  for  five 
■years  in  April  for  her  role  in 
laundering  £400.000  in  funds 
stolen  from  Polly  Peck  Intema- 
tionaL  The  outcome  was  a 
blow  to  Nadir,  who  bad  hoped 
an  acquittal  would  dear  the 
way  for  his  return  to  Britain. 
He  remains  in  self-imposed 
exile  in  northern  Cyprus. 

The  outcome  of  Granada’S 
£3.9  billion  bid  for  Forte  was 
decided  by  Carol  Galley  of 
Mercury  Asset  Management 
As  Sir  Rocco  Forte  bowed  out 
Gerry  Robinson  began  sizing 
up  buyers  for  the  Forte  hotels. 
Prince  aFWafeed  bin  Talal,  the 
Saudi  billionaire,  paid  £104 
million  for  the  George  V  Hold! 
in  Paris.  Mandarin  Oriental 
bought  the  Hyde  Park  in 
London  for  £86  million.  Sandy 
_  Lane  in  Bar¬ 
bados  went 

yearof  SnSlS 

mating  Sf’Se^ 

lntants> 

Clld  Down  at 

Lime  Street, 

g  totally  David  Row- 
taracter  5?ndler 

_________  the  year  la¬ 
bouring  on 
Lloyd'S  of  London's  ambitious 
Reconstruction  and  Renewal 
(R&R)ptan- 

Their  efforts  paid  off,  when, 
in  August,  more  than  90  per 
cent  of  the  34,000  Lloyds 
names  worldwide  voted  in 
favour  of  a  £32  billion  settle¬ 
ment  aimed  at  drawing  a  line 
with  the  past  Hundreds  of 
Lloyd’s  workers  lined  the  bal¬ 
conies  to  watch  Rowland  ring 
the  Lutine  Bell. 

Something  was  bound  to  go 
wrong,  of  course,  and  Lloyd's 
ended  the  year  struggling  to 
pay  out  cheques  to  .names 
owed  money  under  the  settle- 
ment.  Talk  of  chaos  in  the 
computer  room  was  hotly  de¬ 
nied.  The  batde  to  squeeze 
money  out  of  refuseniks  contin¬ 
ues  in  1997. 
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Sale  into  Mulberry  •  Crammed  full  with  genuine  reductions ,  with  up  to  50%  OFF  gentlemen's  and  ladies'  Ready  To  Wear,  leather  goods  and  Home  products. 
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TELEVISION  39  — 


No  appetite  for  Mr  Baxter’s  stale  turkey 


*  (ii"p!2i 

jft  spirn;5 

P  hij  hi 

h  ;i‘!cr dels 


maraman  ana  it  seemed  like  a 
good  moment  to  go  in  search  of  a 

bit  of  Stanley  Baxter.  And  why  not? 

Morecambe  and  Wise  are  very 

funny,  why  not  Baxter?  ' 

Well,  I’m  not  entirely  sure  why 
not,  but  the  simple  fact  is  that  on 
the  evidence  of  last  night's  Stanley 
Baxter  in  Red  Terms  (Channel  4} 
he  just  isn’t  —  not  very,  anyway. 

Perhaps  it’s  to  do  with  the  fact 
that  while  he  may  be  70,  Baxter  is 
still  very  much  afive  and  working. 
Fobbing  us  off  with  a  programme 
that  consisted  largely  of  repeats  — 
sorry,  I  mean  classic  dips  —  from 
programmes  be  made  years,  and 
in  some  cases  decades,  ago  seemed 
to  be  cheating.  I  mean,  when  did 
you  last  see  a  comedy  sketch  about 
Maurice  Chevalier? 

Then  there  was  his  much- 
trumpeted  guest  star,  Dawn 
French.  I  didn't  have  a  stopwatch 


on  it.  but  my  guess  is  that  her 
appearance  lasted  all  of  30  seconds 
and  ended  with  a  Robert  Maxwell 
punchline  that  was  a  good  five, 
years  out  of  date.  Almost  topical 
really .. .  unless,  of  course,  French 
was.  a  recording  too,  a  sort  of 
classic  guest  star  along  the  fines  of 
Andre  Previn. 

Spotting  the  difference  between 
the  old  and  the  new  was  not 
always  easy,  which  is  a  tribute  to 
Baxter's  much-admired  technical 
skills  bur  not  much  of  an  endorse¬ 
ment  of  his  latest  scriptwriters. 
The  most  up-to-date  reference  I 
spatted  was.  to  the  anniversary 
celebrations  of  VE-Day  in  a  gentle 
spoof  of  the  Queen’s  speech.  The 
effect  was  spoiled  by  me  eventually 
remembering  that  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  was  actually  last  year  and 
by  the  Queen  finally  wishing  us  all 
a  very  happy  1986, 

Watching  Baxter  at  work:  re¬ 
mains  awe-inspiring.  The  prepara¬ 
tion,  the  -  make-up.  the 


characterisation  —  irs  all  meticu¬ 
lous.  as  you  would  expect  from  a 
man  so  often  dubbed  the  perform¬ 
er's  performer.  But  once  you  get 
over  the  sheer  cleverness  of  him 
being  able  to  play  every  part 
regardless  of  sex  or  age,  the  slow 
pace  of  the  prerecorded  one-man 
show  begins  to  pall  and  you 
eventually  long  for  a  face  that 
hasn’t  got  his  flexible  features 
hidden  somewhere  behind  the 
.make-up. 

Theonly  modem  performer  who 
comes  close  to  Baxter  in  technical 
ability  is  Paul  Warehouse  of  The 
Fast  Show.  Its  Christmas  Special  is 
on  tonight,  and  a  compare-and- 
mntrast  exercise  should  prove 
enlightening. 

Back  in  Albert  Square  and 
EastEuders  (BBC1).  a  familiar 
pattern  to  what  passes  for  festivi¬ 
ties.  was  beginning  to  emerge. 
People  kept  disappearing.  First  ft 
was  Billy  Jackson  an  Christmas 
Day,  now  it  was  Joe  “he’s  been. 


Matthew 

Bond 


fading  a  bit  down”  Wicks's  turn  to 
do  a  Yuletide  runner,  fuelled  no 
doubt  by  concern  that  Grant 
Mitchell  might  turn  “comforting" 
his  mother  into  a  full-time 
occupation. 

“He  was  heading  towards  the 
canal,"  said  poor  deluded  Nigel, 
ever  anxious  to  please.  Not  the 
canal,  we  all  gasped.  Doesn’t  he 
know  what  happens  to  people  who 
head  towards  the  canal?  Amazing¬ 


ly  Joe  survived,  talked  out  of  doing 
anything  rash  by  Grant’s  promise 
that  he’d  be  his  best  friend.  Poor 
kid,  sicker  than  we  thought 

Grant  celebrated  his  Good  Sa- 
’maritan  act  by  giving  Lorraine  the 
Boxing  Day  elbow  —  which  at 
least  was  back  in  character.  ”1 
don't  want  you  to  think  I  was  just 
using  you,  but  . . But  Grant? 
"But  right  now  1  want  to  be  a  dad,  I 
want  to  have  a  baby."  OK,  so  it 
was  halfway  back  in  character. 

So  while  Lorraine  wiped  away 
die  single  tear  that  the  occasion 
merited.  Grant  stalked  off  to  save 
his  marriage  —  no  doubt  with  the 
help  of  the  same  brother  and 
mother  who  made  Christmas 
lunch  such  a  memorable  occasion. 
Can't  wait  for  New  Year's  Eve. 

Earlier,  the  Editor  of  77ie  Times 
was  died  in  The  Willows  in 
Winter  (TTV),  apparently  for  writ¬ 
ing  a  deposition  in  defence  of  Mr 
Toad  of  Toad  Hall  who,  at  that 
prerise  moment,  was  facing  116 


very  serious  charges,  including 
one  of  attempted  murder  of  a 
chimneysweep.  “The  Editor  of  The 
Times."  mused  the  head  judge, 
“the  most  important  man  in  the 
kingdom . .  ."Toad,  naturally,  was 
released  immediately  —  although 
he  might  not  have  been  had  the 
judge  known  that  die  letter  was 
actually  written  by  Badger.  Very 
similar  writing  styles,  apparently. 

This,  of  course,  was  the  sequel 
to  the  original  animated 
adaptation  of  Kenneth  Gra¬ 
il  ante's  book  made  a  couple  of 
years  ago.  Long  gone  are  the  days 
when  lack  of  material  stood  in  the 
way  of  television  progress.  Wil¬ 
liam  Horwood  had  penned  a 
sequel  and  so  it  was  that  Toad 
became  a  fearless  aviator  and 
Mole  was  swept  away  by  die  icy 
river.  It  being  Boxing  Day  after¬ 
noon,  both,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
survival  to  tell  the  tale. 

The  strength  of  the  film  was  that 


7.00am  NEWS  0)  (2500485)  7.10  Joe  90 
(7007992)  7.35  PinocctiJo  (1729669) 
8.00  News  (T)  (5168824)  8.10  Barney 
(4628195)  8.15  Follow  that  Sleigh 
(7531485)  BJ3S  The  Legend  of  Prince 
Valiant  (6554398)  9JJ0  News  m 
13707176}  9.05  Incredible  Games 
(4322992)  9-30  Record  Breakers  (81 805) 
10.00  Ptayrfays  (2915843)  10.20  The 
Pink  Panther  (3569640) 

10.40  FILM:  Supeiglrl  (1984)  Comic  strip 
adventure  starring  Helen  Slater  as  the 
Man  of  Steel's  cousin,  who  journeys  to 
Earth  on  a  mission  to  retrieve  a 
mysterious  and  magical  crystal  Also  with 
Faye  Dunaway  and  Frier  O'Toole. 
Directed  by  Jeannat  Szwarc  (42434553) 
12.40pm  WIPEOUT  (9219737) 

1.10  NEWS  (T)  (99234824) 

1.22  REGIONAL  NEWS  (48018534)  . 

1.25  NEIGHBOURS  (T)  (58703244) 

1.45  JUST  WILLIAM  A  headmaster  attempts 
to  sign  the  mischievous  Bttfe  boy  up  for 
his  posh  prep  school  (445008)  . 

2.15  DISNEY  TOISE  Sean  Maguire  Introduces 
a  session  of  festive  fun  from  Inverness. 
Including  eftps  from  The  Sword  in  the 
Stone,  Toy  Soy,  Mickey’s  Christmas 
Card  and  101  Daftnatians  (83340715) .  ... 

2JSB  FILM:  Grease  (1978)  Musical  staring 
John  Travofta  and  Oftvia  Newton-John  as 
a  star-crossed  high-schoot  couple. 
Directed  by  Randal  KJeiser  (95724992) 
4AO  THE  WORLD  OF  PETER  RABBIT  AND 
FRIENDS  (7194466) 

5jQ5  BLUE  PETER:  THE  BEST  BITS  (T) 
(7888282)  .  - 

5.35  NEIGHBOURS  (r)  (1)  (308909)  ... 

6.00  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (452195) 

6.15  REGIONAL  NEWS  (440350) 

EL30  BIG  BREAK  Jim  Davidson  introduces  a  ; 
festive  edition  of  foe  snooker-based  show  i 
with  guests  Patsy  Palmer.  Bate  Emberg, 
FJoefia  Benjamin.  Steve  Davis,  John 
Panca  and  Dams  Taylor  (1 14} 

7.00  DAD’S  ARMY  (t)  (8911)  . 

&00  ONLY  FOOLS  AND  HORSES  Part  two. 
Dri  buys  anew  manual  to  help  him  show  | 
Haque!  more  appreciation  and  give  him 
the  confidence  to  make  positive 
decisions.  Concludes  Sunday  (4331) 

9.00  NEWS  (T>;  regional  news  and  weather 
(6824) 

9.30  FILM:  H»  Firm  (1993)  Thrffler  adapted  i 
from  the  newel  by  John  Grisham  starring  | 
Tom  Cruise,  Gene  Hackman,  Holly 
Hunter  and  Jeanne  Trippieham.  A  bright, 
young  Harvard  taw  graduate  is  head¬ 
hunted  by  a  hjgri-ctess  company,  but,  it's 
not  tang  before  he  begins  to  realise  the 
firm  is  run  by  the  Mafia,  who  wfl  stop  at 
nothing  to  sflence  him.  Directed  by 
Sydney  Pollack  (135535) 

1 2.00  mm  JACKIE  MASON  LIVE  AT 
BIBB  THE  LONDON  PALLADIUM 
Footage  of  foe  comedian's  show 
recorded  earfier  this  year  in  London 
(59954) 

1.00am  FILM:  Cany  on  Matron  (1972) 
Bawdy  comedy,  starring  Sid  James, 
Kennefo  Wtems.  Hattie  Jacques,  Joan 
Sims.  Charies  Hawtrey  and  Barbara 
Windsor  (19683) 

2J3Q  WEATHER  (8687867) 


VMaoPtes-*-  nd  tte  Video  ptasCodm 
The  numb**,  next  to  each  TV  pfogpnuu 
Ming  an  VkSmo  PtusCo dm”  rumbets,  which 
a Mow  you  to  nmgmnine  your  wdeo  recorder 
instmty  with  a. maoFlus+  "  hands*.  Tap  In 
the  Wcteo  PteCoda  lor  ttw  progranane  you 
Uriah  to  moon!  Vktoapfcis+  (*).  ftuscode  (") 
and  Video  Programmer  are  trademarks  ot 
Genstar  Development  Ltd. 


7.20am  FILM:  A  Han  for  All  Seasons  (1988) 
starring  Chariton.  .Heston,  Vanessa 
Redgrave  and  John  Gielgud  Atnate-for-  ■ 
television  version  of  Robert  Soto's  play 
about  Sir  Thomas  More  fighting  Henry  ^ VIII 
over  the  King's  desire  (or  a  divorce. 

-  Directed  by  Chariton  Heston  (5905319) 
8.45  FILM:  Little  Dorrit  (1987)  (Z£)  With 

Derek  Jacobi,  'Cyril  Cusack,  Sarah 
Pickering  and  Joan  Greenwood.  Con¬ 
cluding  Christine  Edzartfs  two-part 
adaptation  ot  Dickens's  masterpiece. 
Directed  by  Christina  Edzard  (61618756) 
12.40pm  RACING  FROM  CHEPSTOW  Jufian 
WBson  introduces  the  12LS0;  1.20  and 
2^5  races  from  Chepstow  and  the  235 
from  Leopardstown  (94097737)  \ 

250  FILM:  An  Affair  to  Remember  (1957) 
Love  on  an  ocean  wave  for  Cary  Cfrant 
■  •  *•  and  Deborah  Kerr.  Directed  by  Leo 

-  McCarey(T)  (95747843) 

AAO  CHOIR  OF  THE  YEAR  (3835350) 

5l20  RIM:  Slngbi’  In  the  Rain  (1952)  starring 

■  Gene  Kelly,  Debbie  Reynolds,  Donald 
O'Connor,  Jean  Hagen  and  Cyd 
Charisse.  Classic,  Oscar-nominated  ■ 
musical  comedy  set  in  foe.  1920s. 
'.  fofiowing  the  fortunes  of  two  old 

-  friends— one  a  stent  Hollywood  hero] 
the  other  a  composer.  Directed  by  Gene 

-  - .  Kelly  and  Stanley  Donen  (T)  (55418640) 
7.00  HOUSE  DETECTIVES  Architectural 
sleuths  uncover  the  hidden  history  of  a 
seemineftr  ordinary  Victorian  house  In 
Norwood,  aotifo  London  (r)  (5973) 

730  H  ESCAPING  FROM  LIBERTY 
The  fist  erf  two  programmes  In 
which  traveller  and  historian,  Jan  Morris  . 
...  revises  effies  fod  have  influenced  her  fife. 
Tonight,  she  visas  Trieste  in  Italy,  Caio 
and  Manhattan  (I)  (891331) 


Pope  John  Paul  U  (8.20pm) 

820  THE  WORKS:  The  Secret 

■HHHi  Life  of  the  Pope  Fifty  years 
ago  Pope  John  Paid  If  was  better  known 
as  subwrsive  playwright,  actor  and  poet 
Karol  Wajtyla.  Mark  Lawson  journeys  to 
Poland  to  meet  oH  friends  of  the  radical 
writer  (T)  (702669) 

9.00  SHOOTING  STARS  Spoof  game  show 
with  guests  Jarvis  Cocker,  Emma  Forbes, 
Ewen  Bremner  and  Ian  Kelsey  (T) 
(322553) 

9MTHE  FAST  SHOW  CHRISTMAS 
-  .  SPECIAL  Seasonal  comedy  (T)  (289398) 
10.35  KNOWING  ME,  KNOWING  YULE— 
WIIH  ALAN  PARTRIDGE  Alan 
.  Patridge  (afias  Steve  Googan)  hosts  a 
Christmas  house  party  (T)  W  (372992) 
11.20  FILM:  High  Heete  (1991)  With  Victoria 
Abrfl and  Marisa  Paredes.  Amman  in  the 
shadow  of  her  mother,  a  famous  singer, 
marries  her  mother's  old  lower  and  also 
fate  for  a  (frag  queen  who  impersonates 
the famous  mother.  Directed  by  Pedro 
Almodovar  (22934992) 

1.00am  A  NIGHT  OF  WONDER  Stevie 
Wonder  in  conceit  (T)  (2984119) 

2.00  WEATHER  (7947175) 


Escaping  From  liberty 
BBC2, 730pm 

The  title  is  a  contradiction  but  a  deliberate 
one.  Presenting  the  first  of  two  films  about 
her  favourite  cities,  Jan  Morris  explains  that 
while  her  North  Wales  hone  could  not  be 
more  Eke  paradise  she  has  always  felt  die 
urge  to  get  away  from  ft.  This  week  she 
escapes?"  to  Trieste,  Cairo  and  Manhattan, 
all  of  which  have  a  personal  resonance. 
Although  she  made  ner  name  with  the 
written  word,  and  declares  that  she  finds 
television  a  clumsier  medium.  Morris  takes 
the  camera  easily  in  her  stride.  As  in  her 
writing,  she  presents  a  subjective  essay. 
Trieste,  which  (as  James  Moms)  she  saw  as 
a  British  soldier,  sparks  nostalgia  for  past 
imperial  glories.  In  Cairo  she  feels  oppressed 
by  history.  New  York  recalls  a  first  visit  in 
1953,  just  after  she  had  reported  the  conquest 
of  Everest  for  The  71m£& 

Just  Dancing  Around? 

Channel 4, 730pm 

The  dnema  director  Mike  Figgis  {Leaving 
Los  Vegas)  turns  to  documentary  with  a 
portrait  of  the  choreographer,  William 
.  Fbrsythe,  In  the  first  ofa  series  that  will  also 
feature  Trisha  Brawn  and  Richard  Alston. 


wedts.  Figgis’s  film  is  a  mixture  of  interview 
and  rehearsal  footage  following  Fbrsythe 
and  his  company  as  they  prepare  for  an 
opening  night  Known  as  Billy,  Forsythe  is  a 
hud  taskmaster  and  a  cerebral  one,  who  is 
apt  to  talk  about  “the  refractive 
counterpoint"  as  if  we  all  knew  what  it 
meant  But  when  Cartier:  a  sponsor  of  the 
ballet,  turns  foe  foyer  into  a  jewellery 
market  be  vents  his  fury  in  language  hardly 
suitable  for  a  programme .going  out  so  early. 

the  WorteTbe  Secret  life  of  the  Pope 
BBC2.SJ2T)pm 

Pope  John  Paul  11  is  one  of  the  most 
conservative  pontiffs  this  century.  But  as 
Karol  Wqftyla.  a  young  man  in  his  native 
Poland,  hie  was  a  poet  and  playwright  of 
notably  progressive  views.  Wojtyla  the 
writer  flirted  with  feminism  and  discussed 
die  merits  of  revolutionary  violence.  Pope 
John  Paul  denies  women  contraception  and 
reprimands  Catholic  priests  who  support 
Marxism.  Mark  Lawson  travels  to  Poland  to 
explore  this  apparent  U-turn.  He  tends  to 
reject  the  non  on  of  the  Pope  as  an 
ecclesiastical  Kingsley  Amis,  a  youthful 
radical  who  became  an  elderly  reactionary. 
Rather,  he  suggests  that  the  radical  side  of 


as  a  champion  of  the  oppressed. 

Jackie  Mason 
BBC1,  Midnight 

Former  rabbi  Mason  proves  once  again  that 
a  New  Yorker'S  Jewish  humour  can  travel 
beyond  Manhattan.  Standing  before  an 
audience  in  the  vastness  of  the  London 
Palladium,  with  no  props  beyond  his  voice 
and  body  language,  he  performs  for  an  hour 
and  is  never  stuck  lea  a  word.  Indeed  the 
words  come  so  thick  and  fast  that  the 
problem  is  keeping  up  with  them.  Mason's 
comedy  is  bom  out  of  acute  social 
observation.  He  starts  from  the  realities  of 
everyday  behaviour  and  exposes  its 
pretensions  and  ironies.  Moving  fluently 
from  one  topic  to  another,  he  gives  us  jokes 
about  Jews  and  gentiles,  doctors,  diet.  sex. 
marriage,  shopping  and  anything  else  that 
cranes  into  his  hean.  The  act  may  be  entirely 
rehearsed.  If  so,  Mason’s  trick  is  to  make  it 
seem  spontaneous.  Pwer  Waynrorfc 


6.00am  GMTV  (7492553) 

9.25  SANTO  BUGtTO  (4337824) 

JL50  STEP  BY  STEP  (2388621) 

1020  NEWS  (T)  (3283534) 

10.25  REGIONAL  NEWS  (3282805) 

10L30  FILM:  Tamm’s  Greatest  Adventure 
(1956)  With  Gordon  Scott,  Anthony 
Quayle  and  Sean  Connery  (23969282) 
12A5pm  CARTOON  TIME  (2904282) 

12J20  HTV  NEWS  and  weather  (7127319) 
1230  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (9225398) 

1235  DINOSAURS  (9200089) 

1.25  FILM:  Sfelbad  and  the  Eye  of  the  Tiger 
(1977)  starting  Patrick  Wayne,  Taryn 
Power  and  Margaret  Whiting.  Swash¬ 
buckling  adventure  with  Sinbad  setting 
out  to  save  a  princess’  brother  from  the 
speU  of  an  evil  sorceress.  Directed  by 
Sam  Wanamaker  (28079805) 

3L30  NEWS  (1719466) 

335  REGIONAL  NEWS  (1718737) 

3^40  WORLD’S  GREATEST  MAGIC 
(1017331) 

4*10  DANCE!  featuring  Darcy  Bussell,  Igor 
Zelensky,  Wayne  Sleep  and  the  cast  from 
Rtardnric*  0699797) 

5.10  BRUCE'S  PRICE  IS  RIGHT  (T) 
(7872821) 

5.40  MEWS  (T)  and  weather  (201485) 

&00  CELEBRITY  SQUARES  (118373) 

6l25  HTV  NEWS  (T)  (254486) 

7.00  CATCHPHRASE  (T)  (2027) 

7130  CORONATION  STREET  Liz  McDonald 
receives  unexpected  news  (T)  (466) 

8.00  THE  BILL:  HERS  (T)  (8447) 

8^0  FAITH  IN  THE  FUTURE  Faith  and 
Hannah  are  busy  making  marriage  plans 
(T)  (6422) 


WilBam  Peterson  as  Dalton  (9pm) 

9.00  PETER  BENCH  LEY’S  THE  BEAST  The 
conclusion  (35443089) 

10.40  NEWS  (T)  and  weather  (643089) 

1050  REGIONAL  NEW5  (741195) 

1035  TINA  TURNER:  Live  in  Amsterdam  — 
WHdest  Dreams  Tour  (844534) 

1135  FILM:  VI  Wai-shawstd  (1991)  starting 
Kathleen  Turner  and  Charles  Dumlng. 
When  a  daughter  falls  to  discover  the 
identity  of  her  father's  murderer  she  turns 
to  a  tough-talking  detective  to  track  down 
the  culprit  Directed  by  Jeff  Kanew 
(686640) 

135  ENTERTAINMENT  ’96  (4238175) 

235  FILM:  Hanover  Street  (1979)  starting 
Harrison  Ford.  LesJey-Anne  Down  and 
Christopher  Plummer.  Romantic  drama 
set  during  the  Second  World  War. 
Directed  by  Peter  Hyams  (576190) 

335  FUNNY  BUSINESS  (64683193) 

4.05  THE  1996  WORLD  MUSIC  AWARDS  (r) 
(332664) 

535  NEWS  (1288409) 


CENTRAL 


As  HTV  West  except 

1235pm-1_25  LAUGH  WITH  THE  CARRY 
ONS  (9200089) 

6.10  40  YEARS  OF  ITV  (449447) 

7.00-730  CATCHPHRASE  (2027) 

135am  ENTERTAINMENT  ’96  (42381 75) 
230  Him:  CODE  NAME —ZEBRA  (576190) 
430  JONES  AND  JURY  (96393802) 

430  COOL  VIBES  (56837732) 

435  Him:  GHOSTS  ON  THE  LOOSE 
(3212577) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm-1J25  EMMERDALE  (9200089) 

830  WESTCOUNTHY  LIVE  (95008) 
7.00-730  CATCHPHRASE  (2027) 

'L.-jtoBttte-?:".;. 

As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm-135  THE  PIER  (9200089) 

6.00  MERIDIAN  TONIGHT  (95008) 

7.00-730  CATCHPHRASE  (2027) 

4.00am  THE  1996  WORLD  MUSIC 
AWARDS  (907549) 

As  HTV  West  except 
12.19pm  ANGLIA  AIR  WATCH  (8672404) 
1235-135  CELEBRITY  SQUARES  (9200089) 
5.10-5.40  SHORTLAND  STREET  (7872621) 
6.00  BRUCE’S  PRICE  IS  RIGHT  (118373) 
635  ANGLIA  WEATHER  AND  NEWS 
(254466) 

7.0D-730  CATCHPHRASE  (2027) 

10.49  ANGLIA  AIR  WATCH  (651008) 

430am  THE  1996  WORLD  MUSIC 
AWARDS  (907549) 


Starts:  630am  THE  WONDERFUL  WIZARD 
OF  OZ  (8586843) 

7.10  UP  ON  THE  HOUSE  TOP  ( 7099973) 

7 AO  THE  BABYSITTERS  CLUB  (8574669) 
MO  UTILE  SHOP  (7515447) 

8^40  WHERE  ON  EARTH  IS  CARMEN  SAN 
DIEGO?  (9084244) 

930  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (99006) 

10.00  Film:  BLOOD  ALLEY  (72177398) 
12.05pm  BLUE  CHRISTMAS  (2902824) 

1230 SLOT  METTHRIN  (8798783) 

1230  RACING  FROM  KEMPTON  PARK 
(49396379) 

335  Film:  AND  YOU  THOUGHT  YOUR 
PARENTS  WERE  WEIRD  (191 77973) 
435  THE  PINK  PANTHER  (8365282) 

5300  PUMP  (1355) 

530  TESTAMENT:  Y  BEIBL  WEDPI 
ANIMBDDIO  (331) 

630  NEWYDDION  (988195) 

635HEN0  (518599) 

635  SION  A  SIAN  (256008) 

7.00  CEFN  GWLAD  PATAGONIA  (1621) 
830GAIR  O  BROF1AD  (7669) 

930  NEWYDDION  (478689) 

9.10  STANLEY  BAXTER  IN  REEL  TERMS 
(444114) 

10.10  BROOKSIDE  (408060) 

1030  FATHER  TED'S  XMAS  SPECIAL 
(846992) 

1130  Film:  INVASION  (312S53) 

135am  Film:  NIGHT  .  OF  THE  EAGLE 
(777886) 

3.00  Rim:  THE  DEVIL  DOLL  (601645) 


it  had  been  drawn  every  bit  as 
beautifully  as  the  original.  Its 
weakness  was  that  in  their  efforts 
to  give  today's  children  what  they 
expea  from  cartoons,  the  makers 
have  understandably  concentrated 
on  the  rumbustious  and  easily 
accessible  slapstick  of  Toad.  This 
was  good  news  for  Rik  M  avail 
who,  characteristically,  gives  his 
enthusiastic  all  in  providing  the 
voice,  but  less  good  news  for  those 
who  hold  Rat,  Mole  and  Badger 
dear  and  yearn  for  the  magical, 
riparian  and  —  dare  I  say  it  — 
quiet  charm  of  Grahame’s  book. 
That  said,  i  expect  the  intended 
audience  couldn't  care  less. 

Finally,  a  few  words  of  explana¬ 
tion.  Santa  and  his  elves  may  have 
delivered  all  our  presents  in  tune, 
but  the  head  of  light  entertainment 
and  his  pixies  were  working  right 
up  to  the  last  minute  on  2Point4 
Christmas  and  One  Foot  in  the 
Grave.  So  whatever  you  thought  of 
them ...  I  quite  agree. 


CHANNEL  4 


630am  THE  WONDERFUL  WIZARD  OF  OZ 

(r)  (8586843) 

7.15  UP  ON  THE  HOUSE  TOP  (r)  (7099973) 
730  THE  BABYSITTERS  CLUB  (r) 

(8574869) 

8L15  LITTLE  SHOP  (r)  (7515447) 

830  WHERE  ON  EARTH  IS  CARMEN 
SANDIEGO?  (9084244) 

9.00  THE  BIG  BREAKFAST  (99008) 

1030  HANGJN’  WITH  MR  COOPER  (43244) 
1030  THE  CRYSTAL  MAZE  (6385263) 

1135  BACK  TO  THE  FUTURE  (r)  (7345669) 
1135  THE  PINK  PANTHER  15854094) 
1230pm  GOD  IN  THE  HOUSE  (4/6)  (T) 
(8798783) 

12J50  RACING  from  Kemp  ton  Park  Featuring 
the  1.10pm;  1.40pm;  2.15  and  230 
races  (49396379) 

3.05  BABYLON  5  (r)  (T)  (2936176) 

430  FILM:  The  Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer 

(1938)  starring  Tommy  Kelly.  Children's 
adventure  based  on  the  Mark  Twain's 
classic  novel.  Drected  by  Norman 
Taurog  (T)  (7262992) 

530  FILM:  Bill  and  Ted’s  Excellent 
Adventure  (1987)  Cult  comedy  starting 
Keanu  Reeves  and  Alex  WmJej  as  time¬ 
travelling  teenagers.  Directed  by  Stephen 
Herek  (T)  (55410008) 

730  CHANNEL  4  NEWS  (T)  (1599) 

7-30  fBSEBSm  JUST  DANCING  AROUND? 
OBBSW  William  Forsythe  The  first  of 
three  programmes  in  which  electors 
track  the  creative  processes  of  contem¬ 
porary  choreographers  Tonight.  Mike 
Figgis  films  Wiliam  Forsythe  and  the 
Frankfurt  Battel  (T)  (19805) 

830  BROOKSIDE  Mick  gets  more  than  he 
bargained  lor  when  Elaine  pays  him  a 
visit  (T)  (8824) 


The  comedian  Jo  Brand  (9.00pm) 

930  JO  BRAND:  AO  the  Way  to  Worcester 

Backstage  moans  and  groans  as  Jo 
prepares  tor  her  28th  shew  of  a  regional 
tour  (T)  (35434331) 

1 0.00  FILM:  The  Man  with  Two  Brains  (1983) 
with  Steve  Martin  and  Kathleen  Turner 
Surreal,  farcical  comedy  about  a  surgeon 
finding  love  with  the  brain  of  a  woman. 
Directed  by  Carl  Reiner  (T)  (846992) 
11.40  FILM:  Night  of  the  Demon  (1957.  b/w) 
storing  Dana  Andrews.  An  American 
psychologist  gets  involved  with  a  sanisier 
cult.  Directed  by  Jacques  Tourneur 
(312553) 

135am  FILM:  Night  of  the  Eagle  (1962) 
starring  Peter  Wyngarde  and  Janet  Blair. 
A  couple's  life  is  invaded  by  witchcraft. 
Directed  by  Sidney  Hayets  (777E86) 

330  FILM:  The  Dentil  Doll  (IVw,  1936}  starring 
Lionel  Barrymore  and  Maureen  * 
O'Sullivan.  An  escaped  convict  uses  a 
miniaturising  serum  to  gain  revenge  on 
those  behind  his  unjusi  conviction. 
Directed  by  Tod  Browning  (41235499) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  sateffite  and  caUe 
channels,  see  die  Directory, 
published  on  Saturday 
i  SKY  1  _ _ 

v  730KB  Lae  CwrWCSon  (4978283)  700 
PMSS  rau  toe*  {499B0Z71 7A0  Jnpody" 
01 1544  7i  8.10  H9X)  (S5G02M)  9J» 
Anatfra  Ufortd  1307527)  BAS  The  Opah 
WMiay  5 iw  R8UG697  KUO  Batf  TV 
[4T33CS2J  1U0  Sa*y  Jany  R**iael 
(33ES2B21  raw  Gerauo  (17244)  1  JOOpm 
ire  1996  EflboanJ  Use  Uimtr  .  (17843) 

XOOJeray  Jones  JZ3331)4U»  The  Opntfi 
w»*ey  Sho»  143480  SJOO  Star  Jufc  The 
Mac  Gererxen  (971S)  6JP  The  Sropscns 
(6737)  430  The  |7C89)  TtoThB 

Srr«u»s  03371 7to  nsnrnodeis  (097^ 

800  Kuna  ^  Legend  Conmues 
>63*47)  800  Waiter.  Teas  Ranger  (0^4) 
1UO  Sim  Trait  Tte  Nao  GenaUon 
00605)  12UOOLAPO  {81480}  ttSOwnBal 
TV  !41374j  1.00  Ml  U»  Long  Pt^r  (47732) 

i  SKY  2 _  ■  ■ 

7.O0O&  SSB  Trail-  P"4p  StMOB  Mte 
41951282}  aOO  NoMtece  Man  (1937^ 
BJQO  &*aaels  he  (15574661  HUM  Bra 
(199QSSS1  VLOQ  Shan.  mMTi  Da»M 
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Wl  Mt*  Long  PS»  i5Q23206) 
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KMre*«(tN  Mrads  lift  timOm  hbw 
fUMJ  ,-325S3«  tZODCtwM  State 

574225  aWpm  Ontnnmrrm 
(603SC)  400  Oo»r Vm  (»W<|  \*W 

SkM^ratf  Mptogte  Bra  Jtngf  Book 
noiwi  800  hrniebwm'aSae 
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JS0X&4!  8.10  draw  State 
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tote  Oman  warn  janni).  7JQ. 
Ttete  Bta  Bartb  -  to  *»  Mooo  f1979)  . 

■■'OF-:-'  - 


(7823756)  BOS  Tha  Naw  Admotena  * 
OOmXmUL  U  (5744600B)  1080  Mwte- 
ick  (1933)  (287853/3)  ULlOpot  Norti 
(1894)  039447)  L45  H^or  LMgua  ■ 
(19M)  (60370195!  3JO  Tba  Last  Gnat 
Wterfcr  fWB4J  (9990B?)  SJO  Uawrick 
(1888)  (65211973)  TJO  UK  Top  10  (2911) 
SJOO  TaB.  Dark  raid  (1885) 

(50973)  KLOO  lmrvtaw,  wBh  tte  W«te- 
pk*  (l»q  (28406114)  12-0S*n  Tte 
Scout  (1984)  (439428)  ISO  KJHng  Zoo 
(18841  6527577)  SJO  Pratty  Prtneate 
(1880?  (621385 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

4j0aom  Jama*  ChM  Suporstar  (1973) 
(8293640)  6JM  PowoUteTo  (test  (19631 
(3697379]  8AO  Karate  KU  Prat  8.(1886) 
0000824)  U80  CtawiaHhra  «t  War 
(toast  (S8191S5)  12J00  Vtetnr.  Vtctarfa 
mm  (68508041)  ajtSpm  SpnMi 
«9S»)  (3383481)  3J»SL»  Pat  andtoka 
(1B63)  (7841935) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNH. 


Sing  MaaSaay.telhBafe  (4603060)  «-Sq 
Bo  OaraOB  OTaBBOS  7.00  Enehartfad 
Tales:-  Tom  Ttaornb  Meets  TTurfceSna 
(6900863)  7AS  Tha  SmsJ  One  (0868911) 
B.W  Bontars  (BS3060)  8J3S  Ouadc  Po* 


T^Sarxl  Pumtea  0037379)  mio 

(1159195)  M.tO  Oirack  «W*,f«B3466) 
turn  O  ChiMmas  Tree  (9975331)  11J0 
God  Troop  <90«67S« 

0*63027)  1440  Wnnte  to  Rooh  «l 
gn^Too  gS44ffi?)  1JB 
Computer  Wan  Taonfc  Shoal  (B235J? 
Soa  Tte  Srrt  One  (7414SS2)  3^ 
Bontan  (7439027)  aj»  Meuse  Trade 
M0032 82)  4.1*  Oaten)  (91fiS3701 

440  God  Twp  (2990*471  5.  K 
(7164805)  5j90  Tenon  and  Pinfeaa 
fljOO Sty Tttdraa  (18271  SM nLifcTte 
CMearns  Box  (84027)  &00-10JX)  FBje 
p emefa  flalnm  fa>  Ox  (34973) 

SKY SPORTS  1 _  - 

0LSOan  Spore  Centre  £58114)7,00  Racmfl 

SSr  nSSsjSpSoikSt^S 

SS 


spore  canoe  peffif  7S* 

mnm  inn) 


Centra  (15824}  1UOO  Hold  to  Back  Page 
(E6821)  Wresttnfl  Federation: 

Raw  pi5flq  UOOamSpore  Centre  (B2B10J 
2.00^00  Hold  to  Back  Page  (43190) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

BJJOptn  The  Rugby  CUb  (62SZaiS}  800 
Ice  Hockey.  NHL  Power  Week  (6272669) 
7000  World  Wresflkig  Federation:  Row 
(6275756)  11.00  -  Big  teague  CtefiSka 
(3491911)  t2J0am-1A0Seoand  Inrings: 
Oridwt  (7934683)  - 

SKY  SPORTS  3 _ 

tzoo  Bud  Swung  Totr  (43207089)  ijOOpm 
Footbol  Special  (94910282)  SJ»  Scotteii 
League  Football  (S014I71B)  5J»  Trans 
Wortd  Spot  (41746331)  SJOO  Bud  Surfing 
Tour  (43290973)  7J»  Footoel  League 
Review  M 16881 78)  &00  Danish  FcOtteB 
(41691640)  10J»  Trans  World  Sport 
(41687447)  1UO-12JX)  FoctbeD  League 

Review  (602821 14) 

EUROSPORT _ 

7J0ran  Eurafun  (B1178)  BJX>  Uotore 
(71737)  SJOO  ABSettcs  (44911)  11J»  Al 
Spate  (99398)  11-30  CMmipa:  Ganns 
(90027)  IZjOO  PoOlbBlI  (10466)  tJWpm 
Eurotun  (7454^  1J0  AS  Sports  (00602) 
2jD0  Figure  Scaling  (88886J  4J0  Wame- 
tnnaf  Uoterspons  Report  (73350)  &JX3  Al 
Sports  (4882)  6J»  All  Soorts'(7621)  CL30 
Olyrripe  Games  (8973)  7J»Tennta  (62805) 
800  M  Sports  (7B534)  030  Oyrncva 
Gerties'  (11195)  IDuOO  Sumo  (80832) 
11.00-1130  Suparcross  (49824) 

GRANADA  PLUS 

flJXtawT7ie)OfflonFscior(54112B3}<to> 
rirtde  on  to  Turn  (39088990)  RAH  Thna  lor 
S  siwy  (B2S9548S)  7M  Aborts  (7909060) 
7.15  ridda  on  to  Turn  <B984S40J  7J» 
QBweaM  (18^737)  R00  Ctasste  Corona¬ 
tion  area  fl  £90006}  8J0  TM  Kiypten 
Factor  (129B379)  R00  FarriDes  (1273331) 
SJO  Atom  Martiet  (5700534)  10.00  Pop 

Goes  creamas  (67B6360)  1080  Nearest 
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1JU  Artan  SnWr  (ras»73/  t  JOftmuas 
(5703621)  ZAO  CteSirrBS  on'  to  Street 
(1394824)  ZAO  Christmas  on  to- Steel 
(117B0B6)  SW  Chnfitmas  on  to  &hI 
(1373331)  aao  Ctrisimaa  wi  to  Street 
(H73S34)  AM  Christmas  on  to  She* 
n iseefisi  430  Christmas  on.  to  S&eef 
(IWlSfflj  5J>0  Shabby  Tiger  (1397911) 
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:  Dr  Chandra  In  2010  (TNT,  9.00pm  and  2J55am) 


R00  Classk:  Coronahon  Steel  (1179718) 
«JO  Famtes  11193398)  7J»  Doing  Their 
Thing  (1388640)  7J30  Wakhng  (1162263) 
ROOTteXYY  Wan  (8112805)  9.00  Ctesslc 
Coronation  Stea  {2812060)  R30  Christ¬ 
mas  cn  to  Street  (5724114)  IOjOO-IIjOO 
Al  tar  Lo«  (8135756) 

From  11  A0proZ.00am  Men  emi  Uotore 

GRANADA  GOOD  UFE 

From  SJXtaRHUIO-  TV  Htfi  Btmet 
(nduotes  consumer  news  and  laaiuies  and 
Yore  Sure  presetted  by  Ruesaa  Grant 
From  9.00-1 2J»  food  end  Whra.  ln- 
dudes  recipes  and  ideas  horn  Dele  Sm«i 
FKtn  T2JO-3,OOam  Haem  and  Beaty. 
ftidudeB  Natural  Hedth 
Rom  XOtVROO  Home  and  Garden. 
Inctudes  The  Good  Lite  Style  Guide 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

AflOpm  Btograitty:  Jesus,  Hs  Life 
(2587306)  5.00  tystaies  rt  to  BNe 
(1243057)  6jdo  Anciert  Mysteries 
(4716282)  7JWMA0  Btocyaphy;  Jeaua  He 
Lle(02764K) 

THE  SCI-R  CHANNEL 

Hus.  loatuss  and  dassis  senee  eveiy  day 

hem  Opm  Iren  Monday  teWadnoaday  and 


1am-4am  Thursday  lo  Sunday  an  eateWa, 
and  Iran  Bren  —ui  every  day  on  cable. 
ijntten  The  TwSghl  Zone  (62B3312)  1J0 
Tales  d  to  Unexpected  (6864664)  ZOO 
New  Allred  Hfchcocfc  (3785190)  Z30  Hod 
Sertng’s  Night  Gaiety  (3714225)  3JXWUW 
Fpday  to  1301  (2703374) 

TLC/DISCOVEHY _ 

9.00am  An  Hunt's  Fhshng  Adwenluraa 
(4375114)  9 JO  (tax  Hin's  FrahMfl  Adven- 
turet  (2642553)  10JM  Hex  Hunt's  Rsrtng 
Adwratums  (9920621)  10J0  Rex  Hunt's 
Ftahne  Adwraurea  (4371308 )  Rax 

Huif*  flstew  Aduentuies  (105306^  11  JO 
Ftex  Ifrnfs  Rshto  Adventures  (106-5716) 
12JDD  Rte  Hunt’s  FIsNng  Adventures 
(43553S0)  12J0pm  Two's  Country 
(2653668)  1.00  Two's  Courts  (1003447) 
1  JO  Two'S  Country  P645B4Q)  2.<k>  Two's 
Cauary  (7506992)  2J0  Two's  Country 
(8856884)  3.00  Two’s  County  (7525007) 
JJO-LOO  Two's  Country  (8563668} 
DISCOVERY  takes  over  at  4.00pnL 
4J0pm  Rex  Herd's  Fishing  Adventures 
(8847176)  *30  Roadshow  (8336060)  6J0 
Tine  Travefleis  (7597244)  5J0  Tens  X 
(B850&KJ}  0.00  Wild  Thugs'  Untamed 
Ahtca  (2821080)  7  JO  Nad  Step  (7517008) 
7  JO  Arthur  C  Oarke's  World  a  Strange 


Powers  (88440691 R00  Shoncasc  Sdence 
Detectives:  Cnma  Lab  (1371466)  9,00  Hurt 
tor  to  Serai  Arsonist  (135160?)  KLOO  To 
Catch  a  Tteef  (1361069)  11.00  Arthur 
C.  Dartre's  Mystedoos  Urmeres  (1078398) 
11  JO  A  Case  off  Murder  (9926805)  12.00 
Ctessfc  Wheels  (SB901S8J  1J07fie&4rem- 
isu  (5231683)  1 JCL2J0  Specul  Forces 
(7691751) 

UK  GOLD _ ; 

7JOOam  Gong  far  Gdd  (2364376)  7JS 
Crossroads  (2068718)  ROO  Naghboun. 
(9612398)  RZ5  EastEnders  (3)539921  8l00 
Tte  BB  (4344244)  9J0  Cokfitz  (6538379) 
10J0  The  Suftvans  (4373756)  11J0  Tte 
Onedh  Law  11691089)  1200  Crossroads 
(40280605)  ttJSjan  Neighbours 
(40263992)  12JS  Ea&lEndere  (12830R9) 
UO  7hB  Two  Ramies  (3585350)  2J0  tt- 
De-Hl  (11154379)  3J0  Tte  Bffl  (B860027) 
4J05otne  Mothers  Do  'Ave  'Em  (1079027) 
6J0  EastEnders  (B 777668)  5JS  Cross¬ 
roads  (6607718)  ROO  You  Rang  MT.0 ItP 
12630718)  7JOO  Bob's  Ftrt  House  (ES50737) 
7^40  Ever  Decreasing  Circles  [12828640) 
8.15  Casuty  (1582114)  10.16  Tte  Bil 
(4728718)  1060  Live  al  Jongleurs 

(334B9GC1  11J0  Tte  Best  ol  Tap  oT  me 
Pops  (SS217IS9  1ZJSO  FILM  W»x*4  m 
Ow  (946981 B)  1.45ren  Terry  and  June 
(9869799)  2J0  Stepping  a  Mghl 
(15821916) 


ROOaai  Tiny  TCC  (4613447)  OiO  Brum 
(4556666)  R20  Jte  Henson's  Animal  Steur 
(24282)  7  JO  A  Toy  tor  Tanya  (28398)  ROO 
Runaway  Robots  (43783)  8JO  Eah  the  Cal 
(93224)  9.00  All  Attach  (25624)  BJO 
MeSdown;  hB  Nahsd  Flames  (62843)  10X0 
Saved  by  to  BeO  (31060)  11-00  Sweet 
VaBey  High  (28460)  11J0  Hang  Tme 
(160BB)  1SL00  Heanturoah  hfioh  152466) 
1  JOpa  Madison  155640)  1 JO  MetteMn- 
Nto  to  Fiw  (32602)  2J»  Sweet  VWeyrtBn 
(18263)  XOO  CafiKrta  Dreams  (10805) 
RO-Sja  Saved  tv  to  BeB  (22640) 

NICKELODEON _ 

GJXtem  TeenaQe  Uutsrt  Hero  Turtles 
(60534/  KSOBftar  Mice  tan  Mars  (56756) 
7JOO  Capon  Smian  and  the  Space 
Monkeys  088*3}  7  JO  Tates  tram  to 
CryplhWW  157350)  8.00  Mighty  )*» 
(73447)  R30  Hoy  Amoto  (73718)  *JO 
Rugrats  (79282)  KM»  Real  Monstere 
(47008)  10  JO  Doug  (85282)  11  JO  Recto’s 
Modern  uo  (02244)  ixJO  Foe  and  Pots 


(03973)  1200  The  Secret  World  of  Alex 
Mach  (785341  izJOpm  Ren  and  Stimpy 
(253551  1.00  The  Ferafc  (87114)  1JO 
Space  Cases  (75896)  ZJO  Ctartssa  Ex- 
ptartS  It  AB  (5319)  2 JO  Doug  (9466)  ROO 
Ctanssa  Explains  n  Al  (5319)  2J0  Doug 
(9466)  ROO  As*  Monsters  (28241  030 
Sfidsn'  Around  14911)  4J»  Onto  to  Kid 
(4878)  <30  Rugrais  (9602)  5L00  Seter 
Sister  (3176)  6l00  Moeste  (9945)  R30- 
7  JO  Are  Vou  Ateid  ot  to  Oarfi?  (1447) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

7-QOpro  DHfrers  Strokes  (4805)  7 JO 
Benson  (9701)  ROO  Due  South  (23843) 
ROO  Almost  Perfect  (82008)  9J0  Tau 
(24680)  1DJ0  Entertarrnent  UK  (77263) 
1030  Gfrfc  on  Top  (B69II)  11.00  Bany 
Wrish  s  Coning  (87553)  11 JO  MighJStard 
(67621)  12J0am  Sledge  Harmer'  (65732) 
1  JO  Due  South  (B36981 2J0  Entertainment 
UK  (32409)  ZJO  Barry  Wefch  is  Coming 
(11916)  ROO  Gals  on  Top  (95634)  3J0- 
4J0  Almost  Poned  (35596) 

BRAVO _ _ 

12J0  Fantasy  Island  (2629602)  IJOpm 
Rerrungton  Steele  (2638350)  2.00  Sapptvre 
end  Steel  (9925178)  ROD  Fantasy  Island 
[10450601  4J0  HU!:  Sara  Whistoy 
(75236681  6J0  ThundBrtJfdS  (2658114) 
7 JO  Tte  Ctompans  (13592441  BJO 
Sure Xv  and  Hutch  (1368992)  BJO  Bi  Ban¬ 
ana  Boys  Club  (1388756)  10JO-12JO 
FHJt  Tha  Monster  Club  (1044331) 

UK  LIVING _ 

fiJOan  Klroy  (196891 1)  7 JO  Tha  Agony 
Experience  (15027561 7J0  The  Young  and 
OH  Restless  (3974534)  R2D  Michael 
Barry's  Cteice  Cuts  (1853060)  R6S  Turn¬ 
about  (816S466)  BJS  Trivial  Pursul 
(6309350)  1DJ0  Entenatfimert  NoW 
(8127621)  10JS  The  Jony  Sponger  Stew 
(1678843)  11.00  Tte  Toung  and  to 
Restless  (1233534)  11.55  Food  and  Dark 

(22965669)  1225fMi  Can  to  Dexter 
(40744640)  12JD  Stoefle  (23350691 1.40 
RGonda  (999560GJZ3O  Trie  Agony  Experv 
ence  (2878398)  3J0  Cterte's  Angels 
(5818466)  4J0  Who's  Sorry  NoW» 
(350050)  ROO  TafcaboU  (2024689)  5J9 
Ungn  (45203176)  5J0  Lucky  Ladders 
(2870114)  ROO  I  Dream  d  Jeannfe 
(377027)  R30  Ready.  Sncariy,  Coo*. 
(5737568)  7 JO  The  New  Mi  and  Mre  Shore 
(47B3447)  7JS  Tnvui  Purcufl  (4327992) 
ROO  General  Practice  (3S893S<^  B.00 
RLMt  Brotwn  Ptedgm  (26355283)  1CL50 


Entarlalrvnenl  Nowi  (BS73027)  11  JO  Tte 
Sex  Fies  B  (5898602) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

5.00pm  BfacAteS&rs  (9282)  5J0  Treasure 
Hlm  (47834)  R30  Catehphrase  (7263)  7 JO 
Tte  Pyramd  Game  (6718)  7  JO  Hot  to  Hart 
(50485)  BJO  Where  I  Lwe  (4973)  ROO 
Bergerac  (46718)  11 JO  Bagdad  Cafe 
130669)  11 JO  FM  (11710)  12J0  Lou  Gram 
(75954)  IJOatn  Bergerac  (409S4)  2J0 
Hart  10  Han  (94848)  ROO  Lou  &ant  (29667) 
4 JO  Al  Together  Now  (B9577)  4J0  Tte 
Back  Slaton  (48409) 


Trie  24  hour  imutie  channel.  Indudes 
neus,  levieirs.  fvo  concert  footage,  into- 
news  and  to  laiesr  musk:  wdeo  chans 


The  iMes  Mte  channeL  Classic  roefc  and 
pop  videos  and  to  best  new  sounds 

ZEE  TV _ 

7  JOam  Jaagran  (740*9713)  7 JO  Ufa  Style 
East  (90494485)  8JO  Campus  138828114) 
ROD  Shri  Knshna  (396194661  R30  Chehre 
(77256379)  10J0  Hasretam  (52321896) 
1QJ0  Kachwa  Ain  Kharagosh  139608350) 
11  JO  Cookery  Programme  Zaire  Ka  Safer 
(63862002)  11  JO  Ten  Bhi  Chyp  Men  Bhi 
Chup  (63863331)  1ZJ0  Andez  (39899602) 
IZJOpra  NuMcid  (77250195)  1 JO  FILM: 
Aayl  MDan  KI  Beta  (61 5851 14)  4J0  Mara 
Saath  Oral  (34304485)  4J0  Zee  Zone 
Special  (14329911)  5J0  ZEE  Presents 
(88024195)  R30  2£E  end  You  (34305114) 
7 JO  BBCD  (99188850)  7JO  Adtea 
(34301398)  8J0  News  and  Euronews 
(790880581  8J0  Gdaxzee  Prize  Draw  UK 
Areakshan  (81461737)  9J35-12J0  Hit  Star 
Season  —  Ajay  Devgarr  Naaiayaz 
1652975341 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Conttraiem  eartoone  from  Bam  to  9pm, 
Him  TNT  fUm  as  tetow. 

9J0pm  2010  (1964)  (45461602)  12.15am 
Ehrie;  Ttefa  to  Way  R  Is  (56259683) 
1 J6  MGMto  Big  Panda  Comedy 
(91030374)  ZSS-SJffl  2010  (1004) 
(541579161  . 

PERFORMANCE _ 

7  JOpm  Dance  cl  to  Contury  5  (3665534) 
ROO  Protohev's  Ccteriion  (80874534) 
10.15  Od  Rcccoco  (8S63S0)  12J0- 
1  JOam  Modem  Jaa  Ojarta  (6*06206) 


Branson  adviser  accused  of  corruption  over  Botswana  airline 
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Branson;  considering  deal  to  e^uind  in  Caribbean 


By  Jason  Nissfc 

A  WARRANT  for  the  arrest  of  an 
international  aviation  consultant 
working  with  Richard  Branson  on 
the  expansion  of  Virgin  Atlantic,  has 
been  issued  by  the  Botswanan  au¬ 
thorities.  It  alleges  corruption. 

Brian  Pocock,  60.  has  been  helping 
Virgin  to  put  together  a  £100  million 
deal  to  take  a  stake  in  BW1A 
International,  the  Caribbean  carrier, 
along  with  consultancy  work  for 
other  leading  firms,  including  the 
financing  arm  of  British  Aerospace. 

However,  earlier  this  month  the 
Directorate  on  Corruption  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  Crime  in  Botswana  issued  a 


warrant  for  Mr  Pocock's  arrest  for 
alleged  "corrupt  practice"  to  do  with 
his  actions  while  general  manager  of 
Air  Botswana  from  1989  to  1994. 

The  allegations  centre  an  events  in 
1992  and  are  believed  to  relate  to  the 
purchase,  for  about  £30  million,  of 
two  BAe  146  aircraft.  Barnard 
Humpris.  the  principal  investigator, 
appealed  for  help  in  locating  Mr 
Pocock.  Earlier  this  week  The  Tunes 
located  Mr  Pocock,  who  now  lives  in 
Leicestershire.  He  said  that  he  was 
aware  of  the  arrest  warrant  but  did 
not  know  what  the  Botswanan  alle¬ 
gations  were. 

“I  have  been  out  of  the  country  and 
have  only  just  become  aware  of  these 


charges,"  he  said.  “I  have  already 
given  my  legal  representatives 
Lnstuctions  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
Botswana  prosecutors.” 

Mr  Pocock  added  that  there  had 
been  some,  controversy  about  the 
purchase  of  the  BAe  146  aircraft,  but 
this  was  because  the  contract  was 
entered  into  before  the  Gulf  War, 
which  had  changed  foe  economic 
climate  for  aviation.  Mr  Pocock 
added  that  a  supportive  statement 
about  him  had  been  read  out  in  the 
Botswanan  parliament 

Virgin  confirmed  that  Mr  POcock 
had  been  working  with  the  airline 
but  said  ir  was  not  aware  of  the 
Botswana  allegations.  “Brian  Pocock 


came  to  ns  with  the  jBWIA  deal,"  said 
Will  Whitehom  of Virgin.  "Heis  due 
a  fee  if  the  deal  comes  off.  but  he 
disappeared  before  the  talks  were 
able  to  be  condued.  We  would  like  to 
hear  from  hnm" 

Mr  Pbcocfc  said  that  he  had  now 
been  bade  in  touch  with  Virgin  since 
his  return  from  abroad  and  bad 
spoken  to  Mr  Branson,  who  was 
supportive. 

The  BWIA  deal  would  involve 
Virgin  taking  an  initial  27  per  cent 
stake  id  the  airline,  which  is  based  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago,  en  route  to  a 
£300  million  privatisation  of  the 
carrier-  Virgin  would  also  have  an 
option  to  buy  another  24  per  cent  to 


Lenders  unite 
over  boom  in 
house  prices 


at-’j 


THE  housing  market  is  set  to 
continue  its  remarkable  re¬ 
covery  next  year,  with  prices 
rising  by  as  much  as  10  per 
cent  —  or  more  than  three 
times  the  current  rate  of 
inflation. 

In  a  rare  display  of  com¬ 
bined  optimism,  the  Halifax 
and  Nationwide  building  soci¬ 
eties  each  predicted  a  7  per 
cent  rise  in  average  prices, 
with  the  number  of  people 
moving  house  next  year  set  to 
rise  by  more  than  10  per  cent 

Abbey  National,  the  second- 
largest  lender,  also  believes 
that  prices  will  rise  by  7  per 
cent,  with  transactions  climb¬ 
ing  by  as  much  as  12  per  cent 

The  forecasts  of  the  two 
largest  building  societies  for 
next  year's  market  were  ech¬ 
oed  by  foe  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Estate  Agents,  where 
Hugh  Dunsmore  Hardy,  chief 
executive,  predicted  a  rise  in 
prices  of  between  6  per  cent 
and  8  percent 

At  HSBC.  Jonathan  Lpynes, 
the  UK  economist,  suggested  a 
7  per  cent  price  increase.  Rob 
Thomas,  housing  analyst  at 
UBS,  was  more  optimistic.  He 
said  that  prices  would  rise  by 
10  per  cent  in  1997  and  a 
further  10  per  cent  in  1998. 

This  year  has  seen  rises  of 
more  than  7  per  cent,  con¬ 
founding  the  cautious  predic¬ 
tions  made  at  the  end  of  1995. 
Tne  Halifax's  monthly  index, 
to  be  be  published  early  next 


By  Sara  McConnell 

month,  is  expected  to  show 
that  prices  continued  to  rise  by 
I  per  cent  month  on  month, 
and  by  nearly  8  per  cent 
compared  with  December 
1995.  The  society  was  forced  to 
revise  upwards  its  cautious 
prediction  of  a  2  per  cent  rise 
over  1996  when  it  became 
dear  that  the  recovery  was 
stronger  than  the  society  had 
anticipated. 

The  rise  in  prices  in  1996 
was  fuelled,  in  part,  by  a 
shortage  of  supply.  This  looks 
set  to  continue  into  1997,  with 
the  demand  for  family  homes 
in  desirable  areas  of  the 
country  remaining  strong, 
while  smaller,  less  attractive 
properties  continue  to  lan¬ 
guish. 

Mr  Dunsmore  Hardy 
described  the  recovery  in  1996 
as  “patchy”  with  prices  up  by 
15  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  in 
parts  of  the  South  East  In 
other  areas  they  remained 
static  or  fell. 

More  people  are  expected  to 
buy  and  sell  houses  next  year, 
reversing  the  trend  of  recent 
years,  in  1995,  the  worst  year 
in  recent  hisioiy,  1.1  million 
homes  changed  hands.  The 
Halifax  expects  a  10  per  cent 
rise  on  the  present  12  million 
transactions  a  year,  while 
HSBC  believes  that  the  rise 
could  be  as  high  as  15  per  cent 

Nationwide  and  the  Abbey 
expect  a  rise  to  1.4  million 
transactions.  Andrew  Pople, 


□!□□□□  DEJ0 
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managing  director  at  Abbey, 
said:  “This  will  be  the  highest 
level  since  1990,  although  this 
is  still  some  way  off  from  the 
average  1.6  million  transac¬ 
tions  experienced  before  the 
late  ]980s  boom.” 

Few  expect  rising  prices  and 
transactions  to  herald  a  1980s- 
style  boom,  however.  Mort¬ 
gage  rates  have  started  to  rise 
in  the  wake  of  the  quarter- 
point  base-rate  increase  before 
the  Budget  Gary  Marsh  of  the 
Halifax  said  that  this  should 
“take  some  steam  out  of  the 
housing  market”.  In  addition, 
historically,  borrowers  are 
still  servicing  large  amounts 
of  mortgage  debt  and  this 
should  damp  down  any  incipi¬ 
ent  boom. 

Mr  Marsh  also  pointed  to 
moves  by  lenders  to  cut  down 
on  the  generous  discounts  and 
cashback  offers  to  borrowers 
that  were  introduced  in  a 
desperate  bid  to  stimulate  the 
market  during  the  slump. 

Now  that  the  market  is 
recovering  on  its  own,  lenders 
are  attempting  to  return  to 
more  traditional  mortgage  of¬ 
fers.  The  Abbey  National  is 
planning  a  new  range  of 
mortgages  for  next  month  that 
it  says  will  bring  “a  return  to  a 
fairer  pricing  policy  for  all". 

□  Rising  house  prices  and 
interest  rates  will  make 
houses  less  affordable,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  TSB.  The  bank's 
latesr  affordability  index 
shows  that  borrowers  typical¬ 
ly  will  have  to  spend  £30.70  of 
every  £100  of  take-home  pay. 
instead  of  the  current  £25.60. 

But  Steve  Lowe,  head  of 
mortgage  marketing  at  TSB, 
added:  "At  first  glance  this 
looks  depressing.  It  isn't  The 
affordability  figure  over  the 
past  20  years  has  averaged 
£39.70”. 


ThcFivegooffontoun  Julian,  George,  Dick,  Anne  and  Tinuny  ri^dxjg  open  in  Leeds  on  February  3 


Business  takes  gloomy 
view  of  Budget’s  value 


By  Phiup  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


BUSINESS  leaders  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  last  month's  Bud¬ 
get  is  damaging  —  with  the  Ip 
income  tax  cut  viewed  as  a 
particular  “mistake”. 

The  Confederation  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Industry  is  concerned  that 
Mr  Clarke's  spending  plans 
were  not  as  tough  as  they 
might  have  been,  and  that  the 
spending  cuts  are  being  met 
from  government-funded  cap¬ 
ital  spending.  The  British 
Chambers  of  Commerce 
believe  that  the  Ip  cut  in 
income  tax  in  particular  was  a 
“mistake". 


The  CBL  says  that  some  of 
the  Chancellor's  tax  measures 
"threaten  to  discourage  nor¬ 
mal  business  activity'’,  while 
warning  that  the  Budget  may 
not  remove  the  pressure  for 
higher  interest  rates,  which  is 
hurting  export  and  import- 
competing  industries  by  driv¬ 
ing  up  sterling. 

The  CBI  does  accept  in  its 
post-Budget  analysis  that 
"there  were  a  few  specific 
measures  that  could  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  business”,  including 
the  moves  on  small  firms* 
uniform  business  rates  and 


the  cut  in  small  business 
corporation  tax  rates. 

The  post-Budget  report  by 
Douglas  Godden.  CBI  head  of 
economic  policy,  also  ap¬ 
plauds  foe  fact  that  Mr  Qarke . 
was  not  as  generous  as  he 
might  have  been,  given  the 
closeness  of  a  general  election. 
But  the  overall  message  is 
negative.  "The  Budget  has 
added  to  business  costs  mud 
cur  capital  spending  to  fond 
'headline*  income  tax  cuts 
which  could  not  be  paid  for 
through  other  expenditure 
savings,"  it  argues. 


Five  in  search 
of  backers 

Investors  are  fating  asked  to 
;  pot  up  £75500  to  fond  a  tour 
of  Enid  Blyton’sThe  Fa&ous 
Five”,  a  musical  produced  by 
foe  King’s  Head  theatre  in 
north  London.  The  tour  wiR 
start'  in  Leeds  on  Febniary  3 
and  is  to-  coincide  with'  foe 
centenary  of  Enid  Blyttra's 
birth.  The  play,  set  in  1938, 
involves  spies  chasing  Unde 
Quentin’s  secret  formula  for 
the  Ministry  of  Defence: 


gain  majoirfy  central.  BWIA1  and 
Virgin  are  also  planning  to  share 
aircraft,  ground  staff  and  training 
facilities;  .• 

BWIA  is  one  of  the  main  airlines- 
flying  between'  the  "United  Kingdom 
andthe  West  Indies.  Mr  Branson  has 
had  a  long  connection  with  foe- area 
as  owner  of  foe  island  of  Necker  in 
the  British  Virgin  Islands. 

BWIA  hired  Mr  Pocock  to  advise 
them  on  aircraft  purchases  and  he 

then  approached  Virgin  about  the 

deal  to  bring  foe  two  airlines  togeth¬ 
er.  He  confirmed  that  he  had  been 
working  for  many  other  British 
firms,  foe  most  prominent  being 
British  Aerospace. 


BZW  chief 
missed 
Panel 
meeting 

By  Jason  Nissfe 

SIMON  de  Zoete,  vice- 
chairman  of  Barclays  de  Zoete 
Wedd,  the  merchant  bank, 
and  leader  of  the  Northern  El¬ 
ectric  defence  team,  missed  the 
crucial  meeting  of  the  Take¬ 
over  Panel  that  led  to  BZW 
befog  accused  of  faffing  to  tell 
the  panel  foe  foil  extent  of  fees 
it  was  paid  to  defend  Northern 
against  the  bid  from  CE 
Electric  of  America. 

The  non-disclosure  led  to 
foe  bid  befog  extended  by  four 
days,  leading  to  shareholders 
holding  an  extra  05  per  cent  of 
Northern  accepting  CE  Elec¬ 
tric'S  £782  million  offer,  so 
lifting  acceptances  above  50 
per  cent  and  delivering  the 
company  into  the  hands  or  CE. 

-  Mr  de  Zoete  was  in  Scotland 
on  business  when  BZW  and 
Schroders,  also  working  for 
Northern,  .went  to  foe  panel 
last  Wednesday  to  seek  con¬ 
sent  to  buy  Northern  shares  in 
the  market  BZW  told  foe 
panel  that  it  was  not  to  be  paid 
a  success  fee,  in  spite  of  there 
being  a  £250,000  discretionary 
fee  in  its  contract.  BZW  has 
refused  to  say  who  led  the 
team  in  Mr  deZoete'S  absence. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the 
panel  ruling;  was  faxed  to  Mr  de 
Zoete  at  his  Edinburgh  hotel 
Seeing  it  mention  a  “flat  fee”,  he 
rang  BZWs  lawyers  and  called 
a  meeting  to  discuss  what  ought 
to  be  done.  The  meeting  did  not 
take  place  until  that  evening 
because  Mr  de  Zoete  had  to  fly 
bade  from  Edinburgh,  and  a 
panel  member  was  not  contact¬ 
ed  until  10.15pm. 

This  delay  led  to  the  panel 
ruling  that  the  bid  should  be 
kept  open.  The  panel  is  still 
investigating  foe  bid  and  is  to 
publish  its  findings  shortly. 


Bifu  predicts  huge 
finance  job  losses 


Dow  climbs  while 
Nikkei  slips  back 


By  Eric  Reglxy 


By  Alasdair  Murray 
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ACROSS  DOWN 

!  Something  preserving  dig-  i  pernickety  person  17) 
ni!yf4-5j  2  First  spirit  visiting  Scrooge 

6  Bathroom  fining;  make  use  (9.4) 

3  Industrial  pollution  (4) 

9  ’Knighted' beef  joint  (7)  4  She  once  held  rhe  gorgeous 

9  Solid;  at  bottom  of  cup  (5)  East  in  fee  ( Wordsworth }  (6) 

10  Smart,  genteel  (41  5  Saviour  (8J 

fl  Timetable  (8)  0  Seasonal  ballet  {Tchaikov- 

13  interfere  with  (workinesMb)  sly)  (3,10) 

14  Military  policeman  (6)’  .7  Adhesive;  imitation  gem  (5) 

17  Hamburgers,  etc  (4.4)  12  Samuel  Smiles' gospel  (4-4) 

15  Follow;  later,  worse,  bats*  IS  Traveller  to  shrine  (7) 

men  (4)  16  His  choice  was  no  choice  at 

20  Ruh  sure  (5)  all  (6) 

21  Game  on  green  bafre  (71  17  Adjust  image  for  clan  ry  (5) 

22  Take  (exam)  (3)  19  Sweet  fizy  drink  (4) 

23  Five-pointed  star  (9) 

The  soluliaa  to  V74  will  be  pobCsbtd  Wednesday.  January  l 
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About  150,000  more  finance 
jobs  could  disappear  over  the 
next  five  years,  the  Banking 
Insurance  and  Finance 
Union  (Bifu)  said  yesterday. 

The  new  losses  would 
come  on  top  of  the  130,000 
that  have  been  eliminated 
since  the  late  1980s,  when 
banks  and  building  societies 
began  to  close  branches. 
Some  5,000  bank  and  build¬ 
ing  society  brandies  have 
been  closed  in  the  past  five 
years. 

Bifu  said  banking  and 
insurance  jobs  are  the  most 
vulnerable.  The  brier  are  at 


risk  because  of  the  shift  to¬ 
wards  selling  products  to  cus¬ 
tomers  over  the  telephone. 

The  threat  to  banking  jobs, 
it  said,  wQ]  come  from  new 
technology,  such  as  home 
banking,  which  will  result 
inevitably  in  the  closure  of 
more  high  street  branches. 

Ed  Sweeney.  Bifu’5  general 
secretary,  said:  The  more 
banks  cut  their  high  sired 
presence  and  undermine  per¬ 
son-to-person  presence  in 
banking,  foe  easier  it  is  for 
competitors  like  supermarkets 
to  come  in  and  cream  foe 
market" 


WALL  STREET  and  Tokyo 
went  in  opposite  directions 
yesterday  as  the  Dow  tones 
industrial  average  celebrated  a 
successful  year  with  further 
rises  while  the  Nikkei  index 
continues  to  be  dragged  dawn 
by  Japanese  economic  worries. 

The  Dow  had  edged  up 
nearly  30  paints  to  around  6i51 
by  early  afternoon,  boosted  by 
rises  in  blue  chips  sudi  as  IBM 
and  AT&T.  Traders  said  mutu¬ 
al  funds  were  buying  shares  in 
companies  that  had  performed 
strongly  over  foe  year. 

But  the  Nikkei  dosed  down 
257J53  prams  at  19.291.5S.  with 


the  market  worried  that  a 
tightening  of  fiscal  policy  will 
hinder  Japan's  fragile  eco¬ 
nomic  growth.  At  one  stage 
the  Nikkei  had  fallen  nearly 
700  points  as  traders  gave  the 
draft  fiscal  budget,  which 
indudes  seven  trillion  yen  (£37 
billion)  in  tax  rises,  a  resound¬ 
ing  thumbs  down. 

The  yen  also  lost  ground, 
falling  to  a  four-year  low 
against  the  dollar,  while  bonds 
also  dropped  back.  The  Nikkei 
has  now  fallen  around  5  per 
cent  in  foe  post  three  weeks. 

Wall  Street  prices,  page  35 


Low,  Low,  Low! 
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Counterfeit  fear  over  euro  notes 


By  Oliver  aukist 

THE  new  euro  notes  could  become  the 
favourite  currency  of  counterfeiters,  says 
De  La  Rue.  Britton's  leading  banknote 
printer. 

The  notes  were  first  shown  to  the 
public  at  foe  European  Union  summit  in 
Dublin  this  month  but  changes  to  the 
design  are  likely  to  become  necessary.  A 
working  party  al  the  European  Mone¬ 
tary  Institute,  the  forerunner  of  the 
European  central  bank,  is  charged  with 
examining  the  security  features  of  the 
notes  during  the  next  six  months. 

According  to  De  la  Rue.  counterfeiters 
may  already  be  trying  to  produce  euro 
ktokafikes  while  European  consumers 
are  not  yet  used  to  the  notes,  which  could 


enter  general  circulation  as  early  as  1999. 
A  spokesman  said:  “The  euro  could  be 
easily  counterfeited  in  the  same  way  that 
foe  dollar  has  been  the  counterfeiters' 
favourite  for  a  long  time.  The  counterfeit¬ 
ers  can  respond  extremely  fast" 

De  La  Rue’s  own  design  for  foe  euro 
notes  was  rejected  in  favour  of  an 
Austrian  design  chosen  by  a  Brussels 


committee.  But  De  La  Rue  Is  expected  to 
win  some  of  the  euro  printing  contracts. 
The  testing  of  the  paper  and  various  test 
printings  are  expected  to  take  place  in  foe 
second  half  of  next  year. 

Decisions  on  how  to  allocate  the 
printing  will  also  be  made  later  la  1997. 
Part  of  the  printing  will  be  done  by  cetttral 
banks,  which  are  responsible  for  banknote 
printing  in  some  European  countries. 

De.la  Rue  is  interested  in  designing 
security  features,  supplying  tire  paper 
and  printing  foe  estimated  12  billion 
notes  required  for  monetary  union.  But 
monetary  union  will  also  cost  it  some 
business  because  some  European  coun¬ 
tries  wtU  cease  to  be  individual  clients  of 
De  La  Rue’s  when  their  currencies 
disappear  in  2002. 
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